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THE CUNARD LINE
Prince Edward Island to Boston via Halifax
R.M.S. Columba
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October 1, 1841. A letter posted at Prince Edward Island bearing
the unframed circular date stamp with the unusual spelling of EDWARDS.
It was paid "to the lines", i.e., to Halifax at 2sh.2d. currency. It
travelled overland to meet the sailing of the Cunard Mail Steamers at
Halifax for Boston.

The R.M.S. Columbia had departed from Liverpool October 5, arrived
at Halifax October 19 where this letter went aboard.

October 21. Columbia arrived at Boston. The
v letter was originally rated at 6¢ for a single
’ Ship Letter addressed to the port of entry. How-
ever, this letter was redirected to Charlestown,
Mass, then a separate city (Charlestown became
part of Boston in 1873.) The SHIP/6 was deleted
and the correct rate assessed, Act of 1825, single
letter not over 30 miles at 6¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 8¢ due, shown in blue manuscript.
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THE CUNARD LINE
Prince Edward lsland +o Boston via Hal.fax
R.M.S. Unucorn
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March 14, 1842. Letter docketed at Charlotte Town, PEI. It was
paid at the lsh.l%d. rate in currency. The letter went overland to
Halifax to meet the Cunard Mail steamer from England.

The Cunarder R.M.S. Columbia had departed from Liverpool March 4,
broke a shaft about 450 miles out from Halifax, and had to proceed
under canvas the remainder of the voyage, arriving at Halifax on 25
March. Unicorn, of the Cunard Quebec-Pictou feeder service took Col-
umbia's mail to Boston on March 27, arriving at Boston on March 28.

March 28. Unicorn arrived at Boston.
The letter was marked as a single Ship
Letter addressed to the port of arrival,
6¢ due. Although Charlestown, Mass. (now
a part of Boston) was a separate city in
1842, no additional postage was assessed
on this letter. The letter is addressed
to the McLean Assylum for the Insane.
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NEW YORK TO NEW BRUNSWICK
Falmoouth Packet Francis Freeling

May 12, 1817. A letter dated at New York concerns the long delay

in forwarding a packet of letters to the addressee at Sussex Vale,
New Brunswick.

The Falmouth packet ship Francis Freeling departed from New York

for Halifax about this date early in May. She had arrived at New
York on April 16.
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j O May 16. The Francis Freeling arrived at
rﬁi 4$P_ Halifax. She departed from that port May 20,
2 jZa arrived at Falmouth, England on June 8. This
hﬂY 30 letter most probably went overland to Annapolis,
Nova Scotia, then by ferry to St. John, New
1817 Brunswick. The fleuron mark May 30 at St. John
\Q:)() is the type used for incoming unpaid packet

letters. This letter then went out to Sussex
Vale, an office where couriers exchanged mail.

The 7d. currency rate shown in manuscript is difficult to analyze.
Jephcott et al (pg. 227) notes that local postmasters made up their
own rates, creating confusion even contemporarily. His Table I

(ibid. pg. 315) gives the rate Halifax to St. John as 8d. sterling,
which would be 9d4. currencye.
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| W.S
EXCIHANGE OFFICES

. TO NEW BRUNSWICK
"Robbi‘nsf.‘on,MQine 'f:h.'rouqh. St. Andrews

Paid to the Lines (Land Mail)

| On letters addresse
i States, the postage co

American postmasters h
: Nova Scotian postage.

d to the Maritime provinces from the United
uld be "paid to the lines" or unpaid, as the
ad no authority to collect New Brunswick or
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Sept. 22, 1835. Letter posted at Sept. 20, 1835, Letter now
- New York and paid to the lines at across Passamaquoddy Bay by ferry
25¢ (mss. U.R.), Act of 1825 rate to New Brunswick Exchange Office
for single letters over 40O miles, at St. Andrews., Note date added
N.Y. to Robbinston, Maine, U.S. by pen.

border Exchange Office.

New Brunswick rate charges of 1 shilling
% pence for U.S. letter (ship) charge plus
9 pence zone rate of a single letter 101 -

200 miles (St. Andrews to St, John 183% mi.).
Two shillings currency total due,




1838

NEW BRUNSWICK TO U.S.
EXCHANGE OFFICES- St. Andrews_N.B. to Robbimston, Me.

Free‘to ihe Lines
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August 27, 1838. -Letter datelined Bathurst, N.B. and concerns

charity to get an indigent man

(poor Kinsel) back home to his

friends in Waldoboro, Maine that "he may lay his old bones beside
those of his Fathers®' ". The writer directs money be sent by

mail to Thomas M. Deblois, ksq.,

P. Master, Bathurst. Postmaster

Deblois aided the charity by sending the letter under his frank
as noted at top of letter "Free to the lines. T.M. Deblois/P.M.".

Bathurst to St. Andrews is 218

< D

Transit mark at St, Andrews,
Exchange Office on the New Bruns-
wick - Maine border. Letter
then went by ferry across Pass-

~‘amaquoddy Bay to U.S. Exchange

Office, Robbinston.

miles.

Sept. 6. Transit at U.S. Exchange
Office. Letter rated 18-3/4¢ due,
being the Zone Rate for a single
letter 150-400 miles. Docket notes
that $45 in Boston bank notes was
duly forwarded to the Postmaster,
Bathurst, N.B,
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NEVW BRUNSWICK
St. John New Brunswick to Pictou, Nova Scotia
Rates effective 835 to Janvary 4 ,1843

These rates were based on mileage, and were shown on rate tables
for easy reference. Rates are shown in currency.
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June 1839. Dated handstamp at St. John (Jephcott 63).

This letter was rated per rate table:

St. John to Pictou, unpaid 1N
Local delivery, Pictou to East River, St. Mary's 1
IN1.

The convention in British North America was to represent the
shilling as "N", here this rate was lsh.ld. 1In Britain the shill-
ing was shown as a slash (/), thus this rate would have been shown
as 1/1.
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BRITAIN TO NEW BRUNSWICK VIA HALIFAX
Cunard Line R.M.S. Caledonia, 2nd Outbound
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November 1, 1840. Letter posted at Bedford, England, backstamp. It had
originally been noted Pd.8d. (manuscript at upper right), which was deleted
in red ink in favor of the one shilling Packet Letter rate, which carried
the letter from point of posting to Liverpool and then only to Halifax.
Postage beyond Halifax for interior destinations could not be prepaid.

November 2. PAID transit "tombstone" at London.

November 4. R.M.S. Caledonia, Cunard Line, departed
from Liverpool for Boston via Halifax. This was her 2nd
outbound passage and only the 7th westbound voyage for
the British & North American Royal Mail Steam Packet Co.
a/k/a The Cunard Line.

November 17. Caledonia arrived at Halifax.
Letter, addressed to St. Andrews, New Brunswick,
« 1 was subject to the charge for letters dispatched

s ';lJﬁL_ to the interior of British North America, Halifax
~ - to St. Andrews of 2%d. currency, shown in manu-
[ (N0 Y ' script.

<. 18 <

?5. A Caledonia arrived at Boston November 18.
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BRUNSWICK

EXCHANGE OFFICES - Robbimston Maine ‘thrc;uqh St.Andrews

From 1835 to 4th January 1843 the Deputy Postmasters General
of Halifax fixed their own rates for use within the provinces of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. There was no conformity to these

rates, and special tables must be

referred to determine these

(Cf: Jephcott, Greene and Young, Pg. 324).

e
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May 14, 1841, Receiving cds at
Alexandria, D.C. and 25¢ paid "to
the lines" for New Brunswick let-
ter, "Mail via/Robbinston". 25¢
was U.S. zone rate for single let-
ter going over LOO miles (Act of
1825) .

Transit at St. Andrews, New
Brunswick, provincial Exchange
Office.

Letter rated in mss, (upper
center) at:

U.5. Letter charge 1N3
Robbinston to St.

Andrews 20.

St. Andrews to

St. John Td. 9
2N E

or 2 shillings due from the
recipient.

¢ PH 087,
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NEW BRUNSWICK TO U.S.
EXCHANGE OFFICES - St Andrews,N.B. throogh Robbinston,Me.

R
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October 12, 1845, Letter originated at St. John, New
Brunswick. It had to be prepaid to the lines, which was
done at the 7d. rate, St. John to the Exchange 0ffice at
St. Andrews, where the fine green backstamp was struck.

October L, The St. Andrews office

T exchanged mail with the U.S. Exchange
_,f/;;w.\\N k%5 BN Office at Robbinston, Maine, which

. office applied their red transit mark,

J
f

(S OCT A Recipient at Bangor paid the 5¢ U.S.
\ ™ 4 4 rate, Act of 1845, for a letter going
‘f' ' not over 300 miles, shown at upper

. Me: right of letter face,

chit 613

~m
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ed to forwarding
agent at Boston.
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Forwarding Agent
William Tucker not-
ed on reverse,
"Rec'd 25 Nov. +
forwarded per Mail
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Nov. 25. Forwarding Nov. 29. St. Andrews Nov. 29. St.

Agent directed letter on~ Exchange Office mark. John receipt back-

ward and paid additional Rated: US chge. 6d., stamp.

10¢ ,Blake 214, letter St.Andrews-St,John 7

"paid to the lines'. Due 1N1

EXCHANGE OFFICE-St. Andrews, N.B. Wwm.Toucker, Boston.
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for letter over A\ 44 : S
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NEW BRUNSWICK

Early New Brunswick postal rates are difficult to analyze as local postmasters seemed to
have made up their own rates (Jephcott et al, pg. 227). These rates even caused confusion
contemporarily. This letter is a case in point. The 1835-January 4, 1843 rates from St.
John to St. Stevens, New Brunswick, 90 miles, is given as 11%d. currency, whereas this
cover between those two offices is rated at 9d. Converting the 11%d. to sterling would
give 10d. Jephcott's rate tables have a hiatus from 1843 to 1849.

The writer was aware of the rates, however, for he has an admonition, "Be carefull of
puting in to much paper, after they weigh it certain weight there is double postage on
the letters. John Ross."

aDa, oNFe,  SER,
June 15-18, 1849. J DA,\ o & £ o ]'?/P’\J v

Transit backstamps f/) Ta o : J 'L'- S % < J v L E‘f JU1I8 fﬂ

trace the route JU]g) o o s ‘f\,"849.$ I 1840 =

of this letter, 84 / = g \

St. John to St. \\} R | /\\__// \ N 1&//

Stephen, N.R. v

= L \ {: 2y ) .
i ¢ = et
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U k. TO NEW BRUNSWICK VIA HALIFAX

CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Niagara

On April 15, 1849, the postage on Packet Letters between the Uﬁited
Kingdom and British North America was reduced to one shilling sterling
or one shilling 1% pence currency per %-oz. Suitable handstamps for

this rate change were prepared.

January 11, 1850. A letter to Miramachl, New Brunswick posted unpaid
at Liverpool. The one shilling (1/-) sterling due rate is shown in manu-

script.
_pm—i January 11. Liverpool Packet Letter oval backstamp.
L N\ R.M.S. Niagara, Cunard Line, departed from Liverpool Jan-
JANI \ uary 12 for Boston via Halifax. She arrived at the latter
port January 23.
- L - JIL1 ~

/ / 1 . --I_ _.:'_'l-.-k.
'7\_,/- | .. "y

\—d//

January 24. Transit backstamp at the Exchange Office at Sackville,
New Brunswick where the 1sh. 1%d. currency charge mark was applied.

January 25. Chatham, N.B. arrival backstamp.




1850

U.S. TO NEW BRUNSWICK

EXCHANGE OFFICE -St. An drews. . N.B.
Paid to the Lines via Robbinston,Maine
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March 5, 1850,

Baltimore,Maryland March 10, Transit backstamp

(Type 28), letter paid at the 10¢ rate at Exchange Office of St. Andrews,
for letter over 300 miles. Writer across Passamaquoddy Bay from
directed "Via Robbinstown (sic)", U.8. office at Robbinston, Maine.
border exchange office in Maine,

Town was named Robbinston and Robbin-

stown at various times.

J-Cléw March 11. St. John, New Brunswick
arrival backstamp. New Brunswick had now
MAll L 4

done away with the U.S, letter charge,

\ 1850// only 7d. due as shown in mss. U.R., St.

Andrews to St. John.
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1852

U.S. TO NEW BRUNSWICK

EXCHA_.G_.'.';OFFICE St. And.re'.ws N B.
~Rate of July 6, 1851 '

s Y July 6, A85T,:. the pqatage rate to the U’nited States bes :
.....came 6 pence currency if prepaid or.10 cents due if unpaid

.. per half. ounce, if under 3000 miles. Gerrespondingly, pre- :
-~ -paid letters in the U.S5. were 10¢ per i--oz. and included
i i 'charges wit":tn each country. iy : : i

Dst. 16 1852. Lettsr prapaid at Fredericksburg, ‘Jirginia

“at the 10 eenta ‘rate, which carried mail all the way. Endors-
ed "Via Robinston, Ma,in“e‘""- (here spelled with one b), exchange

; '; office on the U.S. side of Passamaquoddy Bay. @ :
“oPransitimark: & ';Q
at the New FTER 1852 U
. Brunswick = Z é?

' 2 1652 (,’ R  Exchange Off- _ ] . '- "@RU\&:&

\\\ Lo 51 3 Hoe at St. Andrews, where
i AT g}/ - letter arrived by ferry from

Robbinston, Maine. =1

Oct. 23. Arrival
- backstamp at St.John,NB.

~ .
CPH a9~ B3
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ST.JOHI\J?NEW BRUNSWICK TO SCOTLANDVIA.HALIFAX
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. America
Claim Mark s

In 1851, on the transfer of the Post Office to provincial control, the one
shilling sterling or 1 shilling 3 pence currency rate to Great Britain remained
the same. After 1854, when the packet postage was reduced from 1/- to 6d.
sterling, the British claimed 5d. of the prepaid postage, leaving New Bruns-
wick with 1d. Appropriate "CLAIM" marks were used. On prepaid letters coming
in New Brunswick a "NEW.B/1d./CLAIM" was used.

The usage here represents the last use of this style "CLAIM" handstamp. On
January 1, 1857, the system of claiming postage on each individual letter was
abolished in favor of crediting postage based on the weight of letters in
each mailbag. In January 1857, this ruling had not yet reached St. John.

A
- ) B o A
l\ \ ? | . &ﬁ T

\\ y & '-'_ 1 ) | -i:‘l‘hu

January 26, 1857. A letter paid in cash at St. Jojn, New Brunswick
at the 6d. sterling British Packet Letter rate. Great Britain claimed
5d. sterling, leaving New Brunswick 1d.. This claim mark was used at
Sackville, St. John and Fredericton, N.B. TLetter went overland to Halifax.

January 29. R.M.S. America, Cunard Line and a British Packet, depart-
ed from Boston for Liverpool, touching at Halifax January 31, where the
New Brunswick mails went on board.

——— o February 11. America arrived at
TP - Liverpool where this letter received

;Y R~ @)
PALI Cr 4; the PACKET LETTER/LIVERPOOL/PAID mark.
J0L N 172 February 12. Clasgow receiving
=E | FE ! . backstamp.
™ E 7 A ; 8 5 _7 /
[l Ui S
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 On July 6, 1851, the postage rate to the United States
by gbecame 6_penca currency, if prepaid or 10 cents due if un-
-~ paid per half ounce, if under 3000 miles. Letters paid im
=3 “?Néw'Brunawick of'tna period show the equivalent U.S. amounts
'”?"{paid (aa Ie_cents,?TS_cents! etc_) 'nct %he ﬂpence urrencyn i

DHM et . o7
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K 18*5 / ' D |
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LA\ = &N
J&ne.3, 1858. Type 14 (Jephcott f--}'{s.i-lv:-:l.-z':g_-a;it;sf;l:a John |
et al). Paid letter at St. Johnm, showing that 10¢ U.S. |

- N.B. Letter concerns availability (6d. currency) had been

~ of cotton yarn on large bobbins to paid (see above). Type
~ be used for the manufacture of 303 mark in general use

~ fishing line by Messrs. Thomas from 1852-67.

- Conner & 0‘0¢’ St Jﬂhnq 4
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NEW BRUNSWICK

3d.Rate to New Brounswick,Canada, Nova Scotia, PEI

From July 6, 1851, when the province assumed the respon-
sibility for their own postal affairs the postage rate for a
letter became 3 pence currency per half ounce, prepayment
optional, both for letters within New Brunswick as well as to
the other British North American provinces,

c?(" L{b‘& | . (t_;& /
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Jan.19, 1859.
Letter posted
unpaid and 3d.
currency
charge mark
applied.

Jan, 20-24,
Transit back-
stamps through
New Brunswick. 1,

Q
r."i-?-’ﬁ X Q/&"L

E'MLAQE - known as Westport)., Interesting address is an island

%L } 859 éf at the tip of St. Mary's Bay out of Digby, Nova Scotia.

g (o)

42 NS~

Jan. 25. Arrival backstamp at Brier Island (also

e
'
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NEW BRUNSWICK

Domestic Rates of Jone [,1861

On the conversion from shillings and pence to decimal currency,
the postage rates were charged in accordance with the new monetary

system, The domestic letter rate became 5 cents per half ounce,

prepayment optiomal. From June 1, 1861, unpaid letters were .
charged 7 cents per half ounce (Jephcott, et. al, Pg. 284 ).

QN‘BF? green Issue of 1860 at St. John, New Bruns-

» 3& wick. Dated backstamp. Letter is addressed
~% OC25Q@ to New Castle, also known as Miramichi
5?, 1867 g (M'chi.). It is a port of entry for New
i1 S Brunswick and capital of the county of

anee Northumberland, on the left bank of the

| Miramichi River about 18 miles from its
- entrance into Miramichi Bay.

| Cff{.- October 26, New Castle arrival backstamp.

Ly 0CLs o

October 25, 1867. A nice example of the
5 cents domestic rate paid by the yellow-
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THE CUNARD LINE

SL.Johnk,NewfoundJaﬂmifo Boston via Halifax
R.M.S. Britann:a

~ U N April 27, 1846. Letter concerning seine
L <>\ fishing for herring datelined at St. John's,

_ prepaid at 8 pence, shown by the red manuscript
1946 =

4, ¢ S
g-.AI’Q7 > Newfoundland. The British Packet rate was
A5

NS

"8". Backstamped same day with the NEWFOUND-
A, & LAND handstamp.
e Two possible vessels could have transported

the St. John's letter bags to Halifax, both
leaving St. John's on April 28:

Nova Scotian, Halifax. Arrived Halifax May 5: Schnr.
Lebina, Oderin, Newfld., 7 days to W. Pryor & Sons; Brig

Fanny, Joly, St. John's Newfld., 7 days to A. Black, was
16 days absent.

Samuel Cunard's Schr. Ranger, Blinn, also arrived at
Halifax May 5, but had left St. John's April 21.

=
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May 6. TLetter transit backstamped at Halifax, Nova Scotia.
May 19. Letter was held for the next British Packet.

R.M.S. Britannia left Liverpool May 3, arrived at Halifax

May 19. Mail for Boston went aboard there.

May 21. Britannia arrived at Boston. Letter rated, Act
of 1845, not over 300 miles, Boston to Hamilton, Mass., at
5¢ + Ship Letter fee 2¢ = 7¢ due.

|
1
1
|
1

=
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NOV‘A SCOTIA'

51, the rate to the Unlted States was, by land,
_  half ounce between the. place of posting and. the
Ty pr'payment ‘optional. Under an arrangement with the U. S.
; 4 d--tinati n'at't e

"B,
{? 4
| §‘MY|4~2
ERL S

-~ May 14, Let-
ter transit at
~ St. John, New
Brunswick, by

steamer to :
that port, ., -
thence over-

land to Nova

May 19,
Peceiving

..4ed at thauland
~rate of 6d.-
Cleuryeneys i
Incoming let-
ter was only
charged the
6d. "prepaid" rate.

CoH 067 99
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NOVA SCOTIA
Seo Mail Rates - Holifax to the United States
R.M.S. Caledonio

Cunard Line PacKkets

Effective from December 5, 1842, until June 9, 1847, the
packet rate was 1 shilling Sterling or 1s, 14d., Currency per
half-ounce, which had to be prepaid in addition to the inland
rate to or from Halifax.

B
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L L P P ——
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PAIT Qj,‘_HIP - \1 2
et JUL 30 & AUG |
; b | / rd
; 1844 3 i 4 I'/' L”’/"-
- N OVA $COTIA M—P/
\ Blake 294 A . B.280.
July 25, 1844, TLetter Avg. 1, The R.M,S., Caledonia

r datelined at Cornwallis arrived at Boston this date

_ﬂ,//' (Kings County), Nova from Liverpool via Halifax.
Scotia. The sender had U.3. recipient was charged the

to pay the 1 sh. packet postage to U.S. zone rate for a letter
Boston (see above) plus the single going 30 to 80 miles, Boston
letter rate of 6d., sterling, 61-100 to Enfield of 10¢ + 2¢ Ship
miles, Cornwallis to Halifax (rates Letter charge = 12¢ due as
effective Oct. 10, 1765 to July 5, shown in mss, Rates by Act of
1851). Marked PAID in transit at March 3, 1825.

Halifax on July 30, 1844. Total rate
shown as red mss. 1/6.



7

1850

oo 1%

e amily

NOVA SCOTIA
Sea Mail = Halifax to ithe United States
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Asia

Following the end of the Retaliatory Rate period the one shilling
packet letter rate, Halifax to Boston or New York, was reduced. On
September 20, 1849, the postage on letters forwarded by British Packet
was reduced from one shilling to 4d. sterling or 4%d. currency the half-
ounce, prepayment optional.

s

/. Z Z,f g/é Sairboi ',g
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July 22, 1850. A letter to E. & T. Fairbanks & Co. at St. Johns-
bury, Vermont ordering scales to be shipped to Halifax by Messrs.
Clarke & Jones line of packets. The 4d. sterling rate was paid at
Halifax.

July 22. R.M.S. Asia of the Cunard Line had departed from Liver-
pool on July 13, touched at Halifax July 22 where this letter went
aboard.

July 23. Asia arrived at Boston. 5¢ U.S. Domestic postage due
as shown in the Boston date stamp.




1850

NOVA SCOTIA
Sea Mail = United States to Halifa x
CUNARD LINE RM.S. Asia

Following the end of the Retaliatory Rate period, the one shilling
packet letter rate, Halifax to Boston or New York, was reduced. On
September 20, 1849, the postage on letters forwarded by British Packet
was reduced from one shilling to 4d4. sterling or 4%d. currency the
half-ounce, prepayment optional. On July 6, 1851, this rate became

5d. currency. U.S. postage had to be paid to get a letter to or
from Boston.

PAID

July 30, 1850. Docket notes origin of letter from J.W. Cochran,
no U.S. city noted. We would opt for New York. 10¢ double rate, was
paid in cash for U.S. Inland postage, Act of 1845, not over 300 miles,
New York to Boston. Letter is endorsed: Via Royal Mail Steamer.

August 7. Royal Mail Steamer Asia, Cunard Line, departed from
Boston for Liverpool via Halifax on her 2nd return voyage.

ST4 > August 8. Asia arrived at Halifax, corroborated
/ by the Halifax arrival backstamp. This letter was
subject to the double letter rate of September 20,
1849, viz., over %-oz., not over 1 oz. at 4%d. x 2=

9d. currency, shown in manuscript.
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NOVA SCOTIA
Sea Mail— Halifax to the United States

Cunard Steamer R M.S. America

After July 6, 1851, letters could be sent from Halifax to a
United States port by Cunard Steamer for 4 pence sterling or 5
pence currency per *-o%. This rate only waid the postege as far
as the port of arrival, the U.S. Tnland Postage was collected
from the recipient.

Jan, 22, 1852. The Rev. James Means penned this letter
eastbound aboard the Cunard steamer Cambria, which departed
Boston Jan. 21 and arrived at Halifax Jan. 23, thence on to
Liverpool where she arrived Feb. 1.

-
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P A I
JAN 22
NOVA SCOYIA
Jan. 23. Rev, Means posted the Jan. 27. America had arrived
letter at the July 1851 rates at 5 at Boston on Jan. 26. 5¢ U.S,
cents Canadian currency or L4d. Domestic postage due as shown
sterling as noted in manuscript in the Boston cds,

at upper left and right of the
letter face. R.M.S. America of
the Cunard Line left Halifax Jan.
24 en route to Boston from Liver-
pool.
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NOVA SCOTIlA
Sea Mail Rates ~ Halifax to United States
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Cambria

After July 6, 1851, letters could be sent from Halifax to
the U.S. by prepaying 4d. sterling or 5d. Nova Scotian curr-
ency per %-o0z. Upon arrival in the United States, 5¢ per
*-0z. was due from the recipient.

Feb, 21, 1852, Letter endorsed to the
vIF Cambria was prepaid in cash at Halifax at
PAID the 5d., currency rate or 4d. sterling,
shown by the red "5" and "4" manuscript
FEB notations.
21

R.M.S. Cambria of the Cunard Line had
NOVA SCOTIA departed from Liverpool Feb. 7, 1852, and

called at Halifax Feb, 21, where this letter
went aboard,

Feb. 23. Cambria arrived at
Boston where the dated charge mark
was struck showing 5¢ U.5. due.

This is the next to the last day
recorded for this mark, Blake show-
ing Feb. 24, 1855.

s
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1854

e e D)
L

CAPE BRETON TG GLASGOW VIA HALIFAX CUNARD LINE
Nova Scotia Claim R.M.S. Arabia

Nova Scotia and New Brunswick packet letters were carried in mai1l bags
on board British Packets, so the General Post Office, London, claimed the
ocean and British inland postage.

In 1851 with the transfer of the Post Office to provincial control, the
one shilling sterling or 1 shilling 3 pence currency postags rate to Great
Britain remained in effect. Unpaid letters were rated in sterling and
marked with a "2", which represented the provincial claim of 2 pence sterling
on the 1letter. This mark was deleted in Britain to avoid confusion. The
1/- sterling rate was collected in the U.K.
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?ﬁ May 4, 1854. A letter posted unpaid at North Sydney. Cape
( I Breton, backstamp. Tt is endorsed: p Steamer via Halifax &
\“'d,? L'pool.

/ y May 9. Transit backstamp at Halifax. R.M.S. Arabia, Cunard
Nﬁfhi;g’ Line and a British Packet, departed from Boston on May 10, touch-

ed at Halifax May 11 when this letter went on board.

May 20. Arabia arrived at Liverpool.
Packet Letter Office receiving backstamp.
Letter rated 1/- sterling due. The 2d.
Nova Scotian claim mark was deleted to

avoid confusion.

May 21. Glasgow receipt backstamp.




1854

NOVA SCOTIA
Sea Mol Rates- Halifax tothe United States

_After July 6, 1851, letters could be sent from Halifax to
a United States port by Cunard steamer for 4 pence sterling
or 5 pence currency per +-0z. Letters from the interior were
charged an additional 3 pence currency, or 8d., which had to
be vrepaid. THis rate only paid the postage as far as the port
of arrival, the U,S, inland postage was collected from the re-

01plent.

7 PLI;:.-i_}{,
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1854

: NOVA SCOTIA

November 5, 1854. Letter
prepaid at Halifax (see above)
i psnce sterling paid, manu-
script U.H. and restated 5
pence currency, mms. U,L,

-
-

November 8, 1854. Letter
backstamped on arrival at Zos-
ton (Blake 704) as per British
packet (Cunard) and 5¢ U.S. dom-

estic Posta ge due as shown by
large "5" (Blake 515).
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SR a&ckstamp at. -the Boston! F.bcchange ..Ofii‘ice.
h 11 ﬁrah:.a- departed, this: date__ from Boston

’fhe qual Ma.
~flor Liverpuol"

Y l\"arch 29. Kent\?llle, Nova
i ‘Scotia arr'g_\fal backstamp, i




Letters could be
.. sent to Nova :
_35qotig y~Cunard.7

1856 =57

1 T | IQCB\fA\15C331'LA
Sea Mo.:l Rnfcs o Und‘ed S'to.‘fec ‘l‘o Ha.ll'la.x N O I
BRHWSH PACKET L%L*LF&w . R M-S Canadc.

 Dec. 30, 1856.

i Jan. !857 :
1. Transit baek-
___stamp of the i
~ exchange officeyl
. l-at Halifax =
* where the 8
_;j_pence rate mark
~ was struck (see
Q above). i

o [HALIEAXT) <
'.m&xaémzt;.ﬁ:

: Jan. 3!,185?‘;“.
 Arrival backstamp at

TR le“t”1119* Nbva'scotia
’,_“nype 31
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‘July 6. Letter transit at the ,%:QJY 6%’
~ St. John, New Brunswick Exchange = 3 |57 £

office, backstamp. Oval UNITED %5 !857 5

STATES identifies country of origin Q::::f; ]

of the letter, _ |
. }<§}&f?c). ] : July 6. Transit backstamp of ;
ée i = the Annapolis, Nova Scotia exchange
< I B et et il -+ - office. Letter marked as 6 pence

IBES?

NOVA SCOTIA
ﬁCress Bcrde.'r Ro.‘l‘es 'Fro'm. +h.e. Un.z-i-ed. Sfcrl‘e.s

July 1-2, 185?- Letter posted un-
paid at Boaton, noted at the 10¢ U.S.
rate to Nova Scotia by land. Unusual
usage of two types omeoston-marks -
on two consecutive days.

currency due, equivalent to 10
cents U.S. Incoming letters were
charged at the "prepaid" rate of
6d., outgoing unpaid letters were
charged 10d.

July 7. Arrival backstamp at
Kentville, Nova Scotia.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
SCOTLAND TO YARMOUTH,N.S.VIA LIVERPOQOL & HALIFA X
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Nicgara

The rates for Nova Scotia to or from the United Kingdom were reduced
in 1856 to the following:

U.K. via Halifax 6d. sterling (7%d. currency)
U.K. via U.S. by British Packet 8d. sterling (10d. currency).
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September 23, 1857. An unpaid letter posted at Ardrussan,
Scotland to Yarmouth, Chebogne, Nova Scotia.

September 24. Transit backstamps at Liverpool.

September 26. R.M.S. Niagara, Cunard Tine, departed from Liverpool
for Boston via Halifax.

A~ October 7. Halifax arrival back-
f}ﬁ . f\,{ *%{ stamp agrees with the recorded arrival
oC 7 f_fll of Niagara at that port.
1857 ‘f 2 The May 1854 rate, Liverpool to Can-

ada by Cunard steamer was 6d. sterling

or 7%d. Canadian currency. The 7%d.
currency rate stamp was struck at Halifax
as the charge mark.

October 10. Arrival backstamp at
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.
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NOVA SCOTIA
Land Mail Rate - United St+tates to Nova Scotia
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April 13, 1859. A letter not over %-oz. posted at Northfield, Ohio.
The letter rate to or from the United States except the Western terri-
tories was 10¢, prepayment optional. Here the 10¢ rate was paid by the
Issue of 1857, type II. The letter was marked with the red U. STATES,
indicating the country of origin. Strangely it has the sub-inscription

"C", usually regarded as a coastal steamer mark, here on a letter
strictly overland.

cWW.
QSLV'Crﬁ

April 19, 1859. Transit backstamp at St. John, New Brunswick.
Transit could have been by steamer St. John to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia,
although four days transit time seems too long.

April 22. Yarmouth, N.S. arrival backstamp.
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NOVA SCOTIA
Land Mail Rate - United States fo Nova Scotia
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August 1, 1859. A letter not over %-oz. posted at Philadelphia
and endorsed: pr. Land Mail. The letter rate from or to the United
States (except the Western Territories) was 10¢, prepayment optional.
Here the 10¢ rate was paid by the Issue of 1857. The letter was
marked with the red U. STATES, indicating country of origin. It bears
the sub-inscription "C", usually regarded as a coastal steamer mark.
There were no coastal vessels, Boston to Halifax, during the transit
of the letter.

August 8. Halifax, Nova Scotia receiving backstamp.
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NOVA SCOTWA

épence curre

ncy per %-oz.,:This rate%only paid the yostage as
?far as the

pert et aﬂriva “the
¢ ipier

the U,8+ Inland- Pestagé w&s_collec%--

UL NP TS [T - W R (e [ 1)

.....

-.‘}mLﬁtter paldw E,Ha i
d ,currencymraté ..showh..:

:-ré th&s 1arge eireﬂ 3
‘ ¢_U_$ Bomestic pgstageéwas due,yg-."=-~

...............




~recipient.

1863

NOVA SCOTIA

Sea Mail Rates- Halifax to fthe United States

_ From May 1, 1862, letters posted at Halifax were charged
10¢ , being the packet rate by Cunard steamer to the U,S. of
8%¢ per half ounce plus 13¢ credited to the Halifax Post
Office. The U,S8. domestic postage was collected from the

rete to U.S.

April 1, 1863. Paid "tomb-
stone!" at Halifax showing sea

of 10¢ prepaid.

Depart Halifax April
Arrive Boston April

April 5, 1863.
received at Boston, 10¢ due

from recipient.

Letter

B¢ credit

to British for packet, U.S.

kept 5¢ domestic.

R.M.S.Canada: Depart Liverpool Mar 21.1863

3
5 .

VA A998, 0




i

_g,,l';gtamp amallac O
X thter wgfr ther:
'--Seoti : (8




(86 4

= =

{.--— e

NOVA SCOTIA
Land Mail Rate - United States to Neva Scotia

March 3, 1864. A letter to Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, paid at New York
by the 10¢ Tssue of 1861. Payment, which was optional, was 10¢ per
half-ounce. Paid letters had to be marked in red "U.S." and the amount
paid, as here.

\,?’&“ $ 6
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This letter went overland to St. John, New Brunswick where it went
on the ferry St. John to Digby, Nova Scotia across the Bay of Fundy.

”

r{ Lo

March 14. Transit backstamp at Dighby.

March 14. Arrival backstamp at Yarmouth.




1857

NOVA SCOTIA

Domestic Rates of Ju[x.i 6,185

By the Post Office Act of 1850, postage rates were established
in conformity with the agreement made with the United\Kingdom, : I
rates effective July 6, 1851, Letters addressed to any part oI fuisidoganed
Nova Scotia will be 11ab1e to a uniform rate of Three Pence ; ed
- currency tha half ounce, pre-payment optional. : R A i

By e
R r

s PUIFA y i |
PAID ?
MAR 30 O
1857

NOVA SCOTIA

March 30, 1857. Letter pre-paid at the 3d. currency
domestic rate., "3" is the Typa 207 recorded by Jephcott
et.al for Halifax.

598 April 2, 1857. Locks Island
cf {7 arrival backstamp, & post hamlet
AP 2 11 a0 3 miles from Ragged Island in '

Shelburne County.

\Q>j635 ,//
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NOVA SCOTIA ' |
UNPAH)LETTERS -PROVINCIAL RATES

When Nova Scotia converted to decimal currency on January 1,
1860, ‘the change over from shillings and pence to cents resulted
in a postage rate on domestic letters of 5¢ per %-oz., prepay-
ment opticnal, After April 29, 1863, letters sent within the pro=-
vence that were unpaid were charged a: penalty of 2¢, making a tot-
al of 7¢. ,

~ February 2, iﬁﬁﬁa Docket tﬁms. dn'face) notes that 1etter or=-
iginated in Boston, that date. No doubt handled ex-post office
to Halifax. . ; 1

Feb. 5, 1864. Feb., 8 (9 as per 7 cents due for an

Letter put into docket), 1864, re- ~unpaid letter (see abgqve).
post at Halifax, ceived at Arichat, MMs. note "postage ch- to [
unpaid. Backstanp. Nova Scotia. - 290" refers to post office

account with recipient.
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