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THE MEXICAN WAR

US. Steam-ship Alabama (War Department)

127 ton side-wheel steamer built at Brownsville, Penn. in 1838 and was
acquired by the War Department as a transport. She was transicrred to the
Navy under the Act of 3 March 1849. Found unfit for naval purposes, c=he
was sold at New Orleans in October 1849.
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December 30, 1846. A letter from the commanding general at Washington,

D.C. informing Capt. Robert Allen that his a/c for the last two quarters

have been approved. Letter was directed to him at Monterey, Mexico

"Via New Orleans".

January 1, 1847. Letter posted at Washington City at the 10¢ 1845
rate for a single letter conveyed over 300 miles.

New Orleans Picavune, February 2, 1847. At 1 o'clock this morning
the U.S. steam-ship Alabama, Capt. Windle, arrived from Brazos Santiago
which place she left on Sat. evening last, the 31st, making the run to
the Balize in forty-eight and to the city in f£fifty-six hours - the quickest
trip ever made.

February 12. The New Orleans office knew that Capt. Allen was no longer
at Monterey and directed the letter to Tampico, a coastal Mexican city.

New Orleans Picayune. February 12. The steamship
Alabama, Capt. Windle left last night with a large number
of officers and passengers for Tampico.

TT.1SABEL
FEB 211847

February 21. Letter was forwarded from Tampico to
Point Isabel, Texas.
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MEXICAN WAR

U.S. Sloop-of-War Preble At the Bay of Callao,Pero

The sloop-of-war Preble was built at the Portsmouth Navy
Yard, launched June 13, 1839, She had a varied career, off
Labrador, in the Mediterranean and off the west coast of Africa
before sailing in 1846 from New York for the Pacific. She
arrived at Valparaiso Jan. 26, 1847, and was in Callao March
10 where this letter was written. She continued on to serve

with the Pacific Squadron off the west coast for the remainder
of the Mexican War,

March 10, 1847. Letter datelined at Callao, Peru was en-
trusted to Capt. Wheelwright, who carried the letter ex-post
office ("by favor") to New York.

April 24. Capt. Wheelwright deposited the letter unpaid
at New York, where it was subject to the 5¢ Act of 1845 rate,
single letter not over 300 miles, New York to Springfield.

April 26. Letter was forwarded from Springfield to Cabot-
ville, Mass. At Springfield a second 5¢ rate charge was
added for the forwarding. The new 5¢ notation in pen was
added to the 5¢ in the New York cds to total 10¢ due.

A poignant docket notes: Lieut. J. Lanman, received after
the death of N.P.A. Lieut Lanman's letter expressed concern
for the health of his friend Mr. N.P. Ames.
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THE MEXICAN WAR
5.8, James L.Day. Brazos Santiiago to New Orleans

The postage rates for Mexican War letters are mostly found at the rates
of 1845 for single letters over 300 miles at 10¢ due. Originally, mail
from soldiers in the field was sent via Brazos and Point Isabel, Texas
and Vera Cruz to New Orleans and was postmarked there. Later covers were
postmarked at those three points as well as at Tampico, Mexico.

May 26, 1847. A letter headed at Brazos St.
BRAZLOS 1 &R Jago (Santiago) written by 2nd Lieut. Josiah
MAY?29.1847 Hﬂ&h:? chadbourne, 9th Regiment Infantry, No. 1 Army,
e Mexico.

TR

May 29. Letter posted unpaid at Brazos. 10¢ over 300 miles rate due.

Shipping & Commercial List, N.Y. Arrived at New Orleans May 31,
Steamer Jas. L. Day, Wood, Vera Cruz, Tampico and Brazos Santiago.

N.B.: Jas. L. Day had arrived at Vera Cruz on May 19 from New Orleans.

James L. Day, 414 ton wooden paddle steamer. built 1843 at New York.
Tn 1861 she passed to Confederate control and became C.S.S. James L.
Day, also known as Day. (Holdcamper List.)
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MEXICAN WAR
VERA CRUZ TO PROVIDENCE_R.L.VIA NEW ORLEANS
U.S. Steo.m.sh,ip Massachusetts

This 765 ton, 178' wooden steamship was built in 1845 in the
shipyard of Samuel Hall, Boston., As am auxiliary steam packet,

she helped pioneer commercial steamer service between New York

and Liverpool. She was purchased by the War Department in 1847

and during the Mexican War served as a troop transport for the
Army. On Aug. 1, 1849, she was transferred to the Navy and
commissioned at Mare Island Navy Yard, San Francisco.

May 5, 1848, Letter datelined at "San Angel near Mexico"
and concerns Charles Moseley of Co., G of the 2nd Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Army in Mexico, and his belief that peace will
soon be made.
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7 May 11, 1848, Letter arrived at the Mexican
VERA CRU port city of Vera Cruz on the Gulf of Mexico,
MEXICO MAY 11 was occupied by American troops during the Mexi
War, 1847-48. Letter marked at the military po

at Vera Cruz (listed in ASCC under Texas,)
May 13, U.S5.S. Massachusetts sailed for New Orleans.

N.O. Picayune, Sunday, May 21. The steamship Massachusetts,
Capt. Wood, arrived last evening from Vera Cruz, having sailed
thence on the 13th inst., four days later than the Eudora. Her
accounts from the City of Mexico are to the 8th inst..,

Letter rated Act of 1845, over 300 miles at 10¢.
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U.S.fransport Steam Ship Edith
VERA CRUZ MEXICO TO NEW ORLEANS

The U.S.S. Edith in 1848 when this letter was written, was in the
service of the War Department. She was transferred to the Navy on
March 3, 1849, and became part of the Pacific Squadron. Unfortunately
on August 4, 1849, she went aground while en route from Sausalito to
Santa Barbara in a dense fog and was lost.

This 400 ton screw steamer was 120' in length, 26°' breadth and
14" depth, complement of 25, armament 2 guns.

January 15, 1848. A letter to his parents from Rodney H. Davis
who was aboard the ship Faneuil Hall at Vera Cruz. He describes
his voyage aboard her, having left Boston, Capt. Bangs, for Vera
Cruz There is a U.S. Man of War in the harbor at Vera Cruz that
has a band aboard that plays music "all the time."

N.Y. Shipping and Commercial List,
Feb. 9, 1848. Arrived New Orleans
Jan. 28: U.S. transport Steam Ship
Edith, Couillard...Vera Cruz.

This letter was transported on a
War Department steamer, so was treat-
ed as an incoming Steam Ship Letter
at the 10¢ rate.
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May 16, bringing
out the mails and
-Mr. E III.I leb .

important dis-
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: SHlP LETTERS :
VERA CRUZ TO NEW YORK VIA NEW ORLEANS
Uis, S{eam.ﬂoop o¥ wax Pocahon+qs

Mexican War of th.e Refcrm., Vera Croz vmder. ste‘:}E T

Reforms in Hexiea of a religious and political nature were
- undertaken by the Mexican Liberal government in 1855. These
“reforms, including the attempt to release from mortmain the great

'"holdings of the Church, led to civil war between the conservatives:ff]
and Liberals. The Liberal government, with Benito Juarez as pres-

ident, established its capital at Vera Cruz and was recognized by

the United States (April 6, 1859 } The Conservative capital was |

in Mexico City.

‘Mail to and from Vera Cruz, which was under siege in 7860, was
disrupted and U.S. naval vessels were pressed into the U.S. mail
serviqe, also to bring out_military_digpgtchgs:gnd their bearers.

postad unpaiﬁ af
Vera Cruz., The
U.S5. steam sloop=
of-war Pocahontas
left Vera Cruz on

who was bearing

: ail Picaz e, New Orleans, May 24,;_
The .S, steam sloop—of—war Pocahontas, C
5ander Samuel F. Hazard, came up to the city
~this morning, and is anchared in the river

i - She will return to Vera Cruz the first or
middle of Juna, taking out the U,S. mails. '

May 23. Letter rated Act of 1855, 3¢ per i-oz., up to 3000 miles
plus 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 5¢ due. BoE & 3 R

~opposite Canal street. One of her principal- :
' objects in coming up was to bring the mails. ]
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From Harper's Weekly

1861, Pg. 701.
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Evansport.
July-Dec.,
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U.S. Screw Gunboat Pembina

Servmq with the South A-Hcm’uc BIOCkQ.dH'Lq Sq’uo.dron_

Pembina saw early action with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.
In early December 1861, she penetrated into Wassaw Sound to assist in
closing off Savannah. By the end of the month she had engaged Confeder-
ate positions at Port Royal Ferry and into January 1862, assisted in
clearing the Coosaw River.

Pembina continued service in 1862 along the Georgia and Florida coasts
finally shifting to the Carolinas where on 6 June she seized her first
prize, the schooner Rowena. She was still at Port Royal when this letter
was written. She later moved to the Gulf coast.
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August 19, 1862. A letter to John J. Hovenberg, U.S.N. on board
the U.S.S. Pembina at Port Royal, S.C. The 3¢ rate was paid by the
Issue of 1861.

N.Y. Times. Cleared New York August 21, Schooner Julia A. Helleck,
Sinclair, Port Royal, S.W. Lewis & Co.
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NEW YORK TO THE WESTERN GULF SQUADRON
U.S. Screw Gunboat Pembina
U.S. Mail Steamship Coluombia , New York to New Orleans

Pembina, 507 tons, 171' x 31'6" beam, 15'9" draft, 10 knots. Armament one twenty
pounder, one 11" Dahlgren smoothbore and two 24 pounder howitzers. Built by Thomas
Stack and Novelty Iron Works, N,Y., commissioned October 16, 1861. By November 5
she was in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, engaged in dispersing a small
Confederate Squadron in Port Royal Sound. She continued in several East Coast
actions and later shifted to the qulf coast. She took her second prize vessel,
sloop Elias Beckwith near Mobile on April 23, 1863, just two weeks before this letter
was written. Remaining on the gulf coast, she seized her third and last blockade
runner, the Dutch brig Geziena Hilligonda carrying medicines, iron and cloth, off
Brazos Santiago, Texas, December 4, 1864.
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June 9, 1863. Tetter at New York addressed to the Western Gulf Squadron. It is
endorsed: Per Str. "Columbia", and paid at the Act of 1855 rate, 3¢ per %-oz. up to
3,000 miles by Issue of 1861. An interesting note on the reverse says, "If the
'Penbina" has left for Home please re-mail to 24 Schermerhorn St. Brooklyn L.I."

N.Y. Times, June 12, 1863. Sailed from N.Y. June 11, steamship Columbia for
New Orleans.

e SRS

June 25. Docket notes received by J. F. Bingham, U.S.N. on this date.
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MARBLEHEAD,MASS. TO WESTERN GULF SQUADRON,N.ORLEANS
U.S. ironclad screw qunbbq+?ﬁneo
First dag ose of Actof March 3,1863 rate,effeciive July (1863
U.S. Mail stecam-ship Columbia ,New York to New Orleans

The 507 ton, 158' x 28' iron clad gunboat Kineo was launched
October 9, 1861, at Portland, Maine. She participated in the
conquest of New Orleans April 24-27, 1862. She did much fight-
ing on the Mississippi River during her first period with the
so-called Western Gulf Squadron in 1862-63, when this letter
was addressed to Master's Mate John Bartoll, Jr. aboard her,
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July 1, 1863. First day use of the 1863 rate effective
July 1. This Act defined letter mail as First Class Mail,
with a rate of 3¢, any distance within the U.S., prepayment
compulsary.,

Letter was sent on to New York for forwarding on to New
Orleans by U.S. Mail Steamer Columbia

N.Y. Times, Thursday, July 2, 1863.

FOR NEW ORLEANS DIRECT
The United States Mail sidewheel Steamship
COLUMBIA
Will leave Pier No. 4, North River, on TUESDAY, July 7
at 3 o'clock P.M, precisely, for New Orleans - direct.

All letters must pass through the Post Office. . .

SPOFFORD, TILESTON & CO.
No. 29 Broadway.
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(833
U.S. Sloop-of-War Ontario

16 guns, sailed for the Mediterranean November 1833.
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U.S. Sloop-of War Ontario

The Ontario, a 16 gun sloop-of-war, was built by Thomas
Kemp, Baltimore, Md., in 1813. She sailed for the Mediterr-
anean Sea to put a stop to the piracy of the Barbary States
of Tripoli and Algiers, arrived Gibraltar June 15, 1815, and
two days later, in company with frigates Constellation and
Guerriere and sloop Epervier, captured the Algerian frigate

Mashouda. She arrived home early in 1817.

In October 1817 she made a pioneer mission to the Pacific,
“returning to Chesapeake Bay April 23, 1819.

She made three more trips to the Mediterranean for extend-
ed deployment with the Mediterranean Squadron. The writer of
this letter notes that the Ontario would sail soon, and in-
deed she sailed for Gibraltar in November 1833, returning
May 1838.

After several tours of duty to the West Indies, the Carib-
bean and Mexico, she returned to Baltimore July 30, 1843,
where she began duty as a Navy Yard receiving ship until June
1856, whereupon sﬁe was sold at public auction.

r

STEAM BOAT

Qctober 25, 1833. Letter datelined: U.S. Ship Ontario,
Norfolk Va.

October 31. Letter posted unpaid at Baltimore. It
went by steamboat New York to Providence by a steamboat
of the New-York and Providence Steam-Boat Co.

Letter rated, Act of 1825, as a triple letter inland
over 400 miles at 25¢ x 3 = 75¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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U.S, Sloop-of—Wo,r St. Lovis at Rio de Janeiro
Br;‘? Wm. T. Duo}c;c:.n, Capt. l-<ellg17 Rio de Janeiro fo Bostorn

St. Louis, 700 tons, 127' x 33'-9", depth 15'-6"; draft 16', comple-
ment 125, armament 20 24-pdr. smooth bores. Laid down Feb. 12, 1827 at
Washington Navy Yard, final fitting at Norfolk, Va. After a varied
service, she departed Norfolk on August 11, 1848, she sailed to Rio de
Janeiro, where she served on the South American Station until returning
in July 1851.

October 5, 1848. A letter written by Lieut. T.W. Todd to his father
Purser Samuel P. Todd at the U.S. Navy Yard, New York. The letter is
headed: At Sea Long. 36°925', Lat. 15°10' S. which puts the St. Louis
off the east coast of Brazil in the Brazil Current about 700 miles
northeast of Rio de Janeiro.

October 13. He further reports that they have made the Sugar Loaf
October 12 and anchored at Rio at 8 P.M.

October 14. The brig Wm. T. Duggan left Rio for Boston.

N.Y. Shipping List and Price Current. Arrived at
Boston December 14, Prig Wm. T. Duggan, Kelly...Rio
Janeiro.

Letter rated, Act of 1845, single %-oz. letter
under 300 miles, Boston to New York, at 5¢ plus
2¢ Ship Letter charge = 7¢ due.
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U.S. Sidewhee | Sloop -of -War Saranac at Rio de Janeiro

Ship $5.5. Bishop, San francisco to Philadelphia via Rio
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U.S. Sidewheel Sloop-o{-Wo.r Saranac at Riode Janeiro

Ship S5.5. Bishop:San Francisco to Philadelphia via Rio

U.S.S. Saranac, 1463 tons and armed with nine 8" guns, was
launched 14 November 1848 at the Portsmouth Navy Yard and got
underway on 10 April 1850 for a trial cruise in the North Atlantic.
Saranac operated along the Atlantic Coast of the U.S. until being
placed in ordinary at Philadelphia on 23 June 1852. Reactivated
on 15 September, the ship sailed for New York to embark the Cheva-
lier de Sodre, the Brazilian Minister to the United States, and
got underway again on 5 October to return that distinguished
diplomat to his home. She arrived at Para on the 26th and, after
disembarking her passengers, she served on the Brazil Station until
returning to Philadelphia and decommissioning on 20 JUly 1853.

She was recommissioned 5 November 1853 and served in the Medi-
terranean, and spent the Civil War years on the West Coast. She
was wrecked on 18 June 1875 in Seymour Narrows off Vancouver,
British Columbia.

December 27, 1852. This envelope bears a note on the reverse:
Steamer Saranac Rio Brazil/December 27, 1852. Tt is endorsed on
the face: Per S.S. Bishop/ From Rio. This letter was written
aboard the Saranac while she was on the Brazil Station following
returning the Brazilian Minister to Para.

December 27, 1852. TLetter put aboard the ship S.S. Bishop at
Rio de Janeiro, the latter en route from San Francisco to Phila-

delphia via Rio.

N.Y. Shipping List & Price Current, February 9, 1853. Arrived
at Philadelphia Feb. 5, 6. Ship S.8. Bishop, Turley, San Francisco
via Rio Janeiro.

Letter rated, Act of 1851, unpaid letter not over 3,000 miles at
5¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 7¢ due.

N.B.: S.S. Bishop. Sailing vessel, ship rigged, 595 tons, built
1851 at Philadelphia.

*
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U.S. Frigate Congress at Rio de Janeiro on the Broul Squadron
Ship Gray Eagle, Rio de Janeiro to Ph_.'lacielpim;o_

The fourth Congress was launched at the Navy Yard, Portsmouth,
N.H. August 14, 1841. The 1867 ton frigate had a complement of 480
and armament of eight 8" guns and 42 33-pounders. She had a varied
career until 1859, when she was reassigned as flagship of Commodore
J. Sands and the Brazil Squadron, on which duty she was engaged when
this letter was written. The Civil War precipitated her return to
Boston on August 22, 1861.
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SHIP

N.Y. Shipping List & Price Current. December 5, 1860. Arrived
at Philadelphia November 30: Ship Gray Eagle, Hughes from Rio
Janeiro. She brings 6030 bags of coffee.

Letter rated at 6¢ due for a single Ship Letter addressed to
the port of entry.
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U.S. Steam Friqo_+e Colorado Gulf Blockading SCLUQ_dr‘On

The U.S.S. Colorado, a steam screw frigate, was launched June 19,
1856, at the Norfolk Navy Yard. After a brief period of service she
was recommissioned at Boston on June 3, 1861, and sailed on June 18
to join the Gulf Blockading Squadron. On September 14 she cut out
and destroyed the schooner Judith, thken fitting out as a privateer,
and spiked one gun of the battery at the Pensacola Navy Yard. On
December 11 she was on another expedition to Pilot Town where she
succeeded in capturing a small schooner and two men. Colorado assist-
ed in the capture of the steamer Calhoun (or Cuba) January 23, 1862 off
South West Pass at the mouth of the Mississippi, and a week later en-
gaged four Confederate steamers. She returned to Boston June 21, 1862.

Most of these exciting events were taking place before during and
after the letter below was in transit to the Colorado.
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December 28, 1861. Posted at Boston, this is a letter paid at the
3¢ rate of 1855. It is addressed to the U.S. Steam Frigate "Colorado"/
Gulf Blockading Squadron/Key West/Fla., Care U.S. Naval Lyceum/Navy
Yard, New York. The U.S. Naval Lyceum acted as poste restante and
forwarders for the*U.S. Navy. In this case they directed this letter
Pr. "Connecticut', a steamer running regularly between New York and
New Orleans.

January 29, 1862. Docket notes receipt at Key West. This was
during the time the Colorado was engaging four Confederate steamers
in a sea bhattle.

*This was the U.S.S. Connecticut, a side-wheel steam gunboat which delivered men and
supplies to ships on the blockade along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts as far as Galveston.
She made 5 voyages between Jan. 7 and Nov. 15, 1862. She returned to NY Feb. 19 from Key West.

S
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U. S. Screw S'teo,msh_lp F(o,g
ServEnq vith 1the South Atlantic Blockadi nq Sqfuo.dron.

The 938 ton Flag was purchased as Phineas Sprague by the U.S. Navy on
26 April 1861, and renamed and commissioned on 26 May 1861. Flag reported
for duty in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron at Charleston, S.C. on
6 June 1861, and patrolled the coastal waters of the Carolinas until

early 1865.

On 24 November 1861, just one month after this letter was posted, Flag
joined Seneca and Pocahontas in taking Tybee Island and two days later
drove several southern ships back into Fort Pulaski, from which they were

. attempting to sail.

October 19, 1861. A letter posted at Clinton,
Mass. and paid at the 3¢ rate by the TIssue of 1861.
It ie adiressed to 3rd. Assistant Engineer H.S.
Robinson at FHampton Roads, located at the nmouzh
of the James Eive: and the anchorage for Fortress
Mauroe.

Dctober 20. N.Y. Times. Sailed U.S. gunboats Mohican,Issac
Smith and Ellen for Fortress Monroe. This letter was forwarded

south aboard one of these gunboats.
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Galveston, Texas on 11 Jan. 1863.
N.B.: This is the only known
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U.S.S. HATTERAS
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