)

_Havana to Frar
R.M.S.P E=Med.u\.»rc.u;

Aug. g 1852.
1 Prices current

_posted unpaid : ‘at..
mtha.Britiah.GOHP
-gular office at:
i Havana. Endorsed:
Steamer Anglais,
"1t went by one of il
_the feeder steam-:
..ersy. Havana. to :
wa.-Tﬁonas. =

L Aug. 17.. .Lr,_,,'
SOP. Med'ay de-

-parted from St.
"ThUMRB‘with tha

Senessiysseage

"day.

next aay at iendan,' *_
.office markad ﬁhe lattsr;witm

Wil 054.:3
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1853

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S. Grea.t Western

The 1350 ton Great Western, a wooden paddle steamer, was built
in 1838 at Bristol for the Great Western Steamship Company. In
1840 changes were made, increasing her tonnage to 1750. She sailed
on the North Atlantic until her last voyage New York to Liverpool
Dec, 12, 1846. Four months later the Royal Mail bought her to re-
place the lost Tweed on their Southampton - West Indies service,
she sailed on her initial Royal Mail sailing in June 1847. She
made regular sailings until requisitioned for Crimean War duty as a
troopship. On conclusion of hostilities with Russia, Great Western
was considered not worth reconditioning and sold in October 1856
for breaking up at Vauxhall.

@'r‘ 6:%2‘-0/.{};4- B ﬁ?-.'f:/, ﬁ ver ote &Mﬁl"?&fw 3
> 7 -

March 18,
1853, Letter
posted unpaid
at Cayenne,
French Guiana.
It is directed
by the British
Packet via Dem-
erara (George-
town), Route =
No. 4 of the 2
Royal Mail

| S ————

service feeder
lines ran from
Demerara via the Leeward and Windward Islands to connect at St., Thomas
with the steamers from Southampton, distance 1838 miles,

April 24, French entry mark at Calais, France. The

ARG Sun, London, April 23: The Great Western steam-ship,
24N with the West India and Pacific mails, arrived at South-
™ HQQAJ”; ampton yesterday. She left Jamaica on the 27th of March,
;iks Barbadoes on the 28th and St. Thomas's on the 2nd of April,
L3, The Great Western brings 80 passengers and $808,855.
S RARIG The yellow fever has almost disappeared in the West
/ -sz\ Indies.
|
| fgg%/f. April 24-25, Paris transit and Bordeaux
ﬁﬁf-" receipt backstamps. Letter subject to a
e collect amount of 30 decimes.
TE
,/@é;@
( [AVRIL
\ \ 53
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S5.P. Aven, Havana to St. Thomas :
R.M.S.P. LaPlata, St.Thomas to Sovthampton

July 8, 1853. A letter datelined at Havana and posted unpaid at the
British Consular Post Office there on July 10, backstamp.

Packet steamships of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. conveyed this letter
to England as follows:

R.M.S.P. Avon R.M.S.P. LaPlata

Vera Cruz Jul. 5 St. Thomas Jul. 17
—> Havana 9-11 Southampton 31

St. Thomas 16

August 1. Arrival backstamp at London.
The Foreign Office there struck the Franco-
British accountancy mark which charged France
3sh.4d. per ounce on a bulk basis for mail
handled by British Packets. These letters
were noted under Article 13 of the Letter
Bill.

August 2. French entry mark showing
mail from England entering France at Calais
(this mark struck at Paris shown by the 2's.
Paris receiving backstamp.

Double rated letter (7%-15 grams) at
30 decimes .ue, eguivalent to 2sh.6d.

L ”
wa A “. b
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ROYAL MAIL STCAM PACKET COMPANY
F’ucrto Cabello. Venezu,elo. ‘ta Frczmc.e 05 700 80
R M S B Mp.qdo.,lana

.CA
&o *5’@
v ocoe
e 1853 1.‘"'

~ Oct, 10,1853,
Unpaid letter
posted at the
British Consu-
lar Office at
Puerto Cabello.
It was handled
by ome of the
feeder services
on to Samnta
Marta, Columbia
~ thence to St.
‘Thomas where it“
 was picksd up
D R.M.S.P.
Magdalena on
October 164

:(C@z,;ONYE.s j
dfczﬂJQ?ﬁlg

 Now mbar 2. i m Lomlon Sun, Nov. 2, 1853. _ The. royal

: ‘mail steam-ship Magdalena, Capt. abbott, arrived Lo SO

fSQuthampten yesterday afternoon with the usual West India, @Gentral

~ American, Gulf of Mexico, Pacifiec and California mails in charg of

 Lieutenant Tickell, R.N., A&miralty agent. (Her'df” B
joverleaf).gui :

"The Foreign Offica, London, markea the letter*wit the
~ British arrangement of Jan., 1846, which called for the pa ) ]jfj"_
,..rrance of 3sh.hd, per munna on a bulk basis for mail handled by

: micbiiad ‘British packet‘under Article 13 of tha
i agreenent.

; Nbv.-}-#. ?ranah entry mark at Gaiais s
/ and transit backstamps, Paris and'Bordeaux. T
_ {1etter was marked with 15 daaimea due, equi-];”

valent to 1sh.3d. i

VA 0541
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S.P. Conwo_qr,Bo.rbo.d.ees to St. Thomas via lsles
R.M.S.P. Magdalena,St. Thomas to Sovihampton

,53‘1’ i T Nsv. 12, 1854. Unpaid letter posted at Parham Hill, Antigua.
< s It deals with the plantation and sugar matters.
Noi1z¥ R.M.S.P. Conway had departed from Barbadoes Nov. 11 for St.

Thomas "Via Isles" and picked up this letter en route at
Antigua on Nov. 12. She arrived at St. Thomas Nov. 14.

Nov. 15. Home bound mail was transferred to R.M.S.P.
Magdalena at St. Thomas. She arrived at Southampton Dec. 1,
London arrival backstamp on even date.
i S/ " Dec. 2. Arrival backstamp at Wells. Letter
; - subject to the Treasury Warrant rate of Mar. 25,'54
 of 6d. by British Colonial or Foreign Packets
 (except U.S.) between British Caribbean Colonies

'\\\A_i‘ © and the U.K.

1254

Wik 65417
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| 1855

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Valparaiso,Chile to France via Panama
R.M.S.P. Ch,;de.Coion. to St. Thomas
R.M.S.P. Poatona, 5t. Thomas o SOUthQ,mP-!:on.

January 15, 1855. An unpaid letter posted at the British Consular
Post Office at Valparaiso, backstamp. It is endorsed: por via Panama.
A steamship of the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. (British) conveyed the
letter from Valparaiso to Panama. The mails then went by Panama Railroad
Co. train from Panama to Colon (Chagres).

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. vessels conveyed this letter:

R.M.S.P. Clyde: Colon Feb. 23 R.M.S.P. Parana: St. Thomas Mar. 5
St. Thomas Mar. 5 Southampton 21.

March 21. London transit backstamp.
Letter was marked in London PANAMA/TRANSIT
to assure correct rating in France.

March 22. French entry mark at Calais.

March 22. Paris arrival backstamp. This
) letter was marked with the seldom seen charge
mark of 42 decimes, double rate (7% to 15
grams) per the Circulaire No. 14 of 23 July
1849, South Seas letters via Panama.




| 1858
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET CO.

RM.S.P. Clyde, Tampico to St.Thomas
R.M.S.P. Parana, St.Thomas to Sow!:ho.mp‘ton.

it C'",)" 9
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RDYAL.MAH_STEAM”PACKET CO

September-# Transit-at the- British‘cf bular b

-m?szruz.; ‘The-Royal ral ail Steam_Pabketj

picked” up_tha Mexi“an

5%, Thoma

claerﬁfwﬁﬁn
1Y g s, ,S e -

cée ‘by

itiah paahe* o

T
Il

aButs oum T Oreign

L ransit backsta.mps show

:Day br&in *{ﬁctagenai -center):

“or- 16@: "‘..S } ﬂue
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WEST INDIA MAIL - PACKET SERVICE
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

KINGSTON,JAMAICA-GREAT BRITAIN
6d. Rate ~Enocted 1852 -Effective Jam. 1854

Rates effective 1854 rated all packet letters to or from
Jamaica at 6d. per 50z.

April 25,
1857. Letter
posted un-
paid at

=) b ﬂd{/? éﬂd“ c. = d,/éary—)‘_/ Kingston
) > (Foster Type
/24 dze> M@ e o D el
| Geikepo- Galo ThiatLatla s

N [
s 2sm é\"\ T [ W
\:‘ '
[y \
: i
rl
$ | { May 18,
B e LRGB 1acr o ien
“T = E} receipt back=-
*§ r _.‘Q. Stam.p- Let‘tel‘
3 e rated 6d.
N § N | Act of 1852
e S s rates, see
\ N above.
7 .

London,May 18 1857: The R.M.S. Orinoco, Capt. TW.Sawyer,

v oy The Sun,
arrived May 17 at Southampion from St.Thomas and the West Indies.
R.M.S.P. Clyde: Jamaica Apr. 27, 1857 Porto Rico Apr. 29
] M 1
Al 28 St. Thomas ay

)Wl




1859

WEST INDIA MAIL — PACKET SERVICE
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

GREAT BRITAIN- JAMAICA

e
. :_ﬂ;.'-l_-!zc'!{-i.u—. A
)

h i o :@
| //Z'/“—f !’I‘/ﬁ 4 3

o ) . 'ifv;f vl
S //,’//,: 7. f"‘:?";’f/{f/. A7l Ki’%’/ //‘ii ey

> ‘/ / |
'_/_,-.f. // f//{:;' r)’ /%/

7 U\ AR
//f-_z_.'/c«ﬂ'/i// i

;iy/ﬁﬁ??$’£¢4ﬁ¢ﬂ¢%él_f—‘

Dec. 1, 1859. London District, Second
obliterator.

Jamaica.

Series
Letter posted "per Packet" to Kingston,

1852 RATES CENACTED I852-EFFECTIVE JAN.'54)

Rates effective 1854 rated all packet letters to -

Jamaica at 6D. per % oz. Cover franked with 6d. stamp,
S.G, 69, issue of 1855-57.

The Sun, London, Sat. Evening,
Dec.3. 1859: Dec.2 .Sailed from
Southampton. steamer Atrato

tor St.Thoma s.

R.M.S. Atrato:So'ton, Dec. 2;St.Thomas Dec. 22

R.M.S.P. Teviot: St.Thomas, Dec. 23; Porto
Rico, 23rd;Jamaica, Dec.2b.

wWiM 0LD.0
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Valparaiso.Chile to fFrance via Panama
R.M.S.P. Thaomes,Colon to St. Thomas
R.M.S. P LoPlagta : 5t Thon-ua_s to Sovthampton

— — — — Tn 3

i

July 14, 1859. An unpaid letter to Bordeaux datelined at Valparaiso,
and endorsed: Via Panama. It was backstamped July 16 at the British
Consular POst Office at Valparaiso. This letter was transported by a
steamer of the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. (British), Valparaiso to
Panama. The letter then went by a Panama Railroad Co. train to Colon
on the Caribbean side of the isthmus.

Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. steamers carried this letter to England:

R.M.S.P. Thames: Colon Aug. 8 R.M.S.P. LaPlata: St. Thomas Aug. 16
St. Thomas 14 Southampton 30.

// CE,.k:é \ August 30. Transit backstamp at London. The General Imperial
Decree of 3 Dec. 1856, between England and France allowed for a

credit to Fngland for French mail carried on Rritish Packets, viz:
Letters: Article 36 - South American countries via Panama,

2.87 5/10 francs per 30 grams. The bulk rate debit is shown by
the accountancy mark struck at London.

Bugust 31. French entry mark, ambulant (railway) at Calais,
Paris transit and Paris to Bordeaux (nuit) backstamps.

September 1. Arrival backstamp at Bordeaux. Ietter
subject to 24 decimes collect.




18{59
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
TAMPICO,MEX ICOTO FRANCE VIA STTHOMAS & SOUTHAMPTON
R.M.S.P. Thames, Spanish Main to St.Thomas's
R.M.S.P Teviot, St. Thomas's to Sovthampton
Mails brooght by Teviot instead of Paramatta  lafter lost on her Maiden Vogage out

'g_q 50
\LONDON/
F N7

——

G B
1F 80¢C

June 30, 1859. A letter posted unpaid at the British Consular oost
office at Tampico, Mexico. The R.M.S.P. Thames, on the Spanich Main
route, picked up this letter June 30 at Tampico. She was at St. Thomas's
on July 18 where R.M.S.P. Teviot received the homeward bound mails.
Teviot was handling these mails as the normal steamer on the route,
R.M.S.P. Paramatta, on her outward maiden voyage grounded full speed
off Anegada, Virgin Islands on June 30. Salvage attempts failed and
she was dismantled where she lay. Teviot had to be pressed into
service.

WiM bl o
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
TAMPICO,MEXICO TO FRANCE VIAST.THOMAS & SOUTHAMPTON
R.M.S.P. Tl‘LC}_lTL?‘SI Spanish Main to St.Thomas's

R.M.S.P Teviot, St.Thomas's to Sovthampion

London Times, August 6. THE WEST INDIA, MEXICO AND PACIFIC MATLS.
These mails, in charge of Mr. Edington, R.N., which would have been
brought home in ordinary course by the Royal Mail Company's steamer

Paramatta had she not met with her late unfortunate accident,

arrived

at Southampton early yesterday morning by the company's steamer Teviot,
Captain Robert Woolward. The dates were:

Tampico June 30 Bridgetown (Barbadoes) - 12
Vera Cruz July 5 Port of Spain (Trinidad)- 10
Havannah - 10 Grenada - 11
Puerto Cabello - 7 St. Vincent - 11
Santa Martha - 10 St. Lucia - 12
Greytown (Mosquito) - 2 Martinigque - 13
Carthegena - 10 Guadelope - 14
Colon - 9 LaGuayra - 7
Kingston (Jamaica) - 11 Dominica - 14
Jacmel (Hayti) - 13 Antigua - 14
San Juan (Porto Rico) - 14 Monserrat - 14
Berbhice - 10 Nevis - 14
Georgetown (Demerara) - 10 St. Kitts - 14
Tobago - 9 Tortola - 5
St. Thomas's - 18.

Stations of the Royal Mail Company's steamships:-

Thomas's, from Windward Islands;

Derwent at St. Thomas's:

Conway at St.

from Jamaica;

Medway at St. Thomas's; Prince at Barbadoes; Thames at St. Thomas's,
Main; Trent on Spanish Main route; Wye at Jamaica.

from Spanish
Parana, with

August 5.
don with the
30 grams for

the mails of the 2d. had not arrived out.

The

TLondon transit backstamp. The letter was struck at Ton-
accountancy mark charging France 1 franc 60 centimes per
mails conveyed from foreign countries overseas by British
Packets and in transit through Great Britain.

ant (TPO) at Calais.

train.

from the recipient.

August 5. French entry mark showing
mail from England (ANGLeterre), ambul-

August 5. Paris transit backstamp.

August 6. Paris to Havre TPO transit
backstamp, 2nd Section, Brigade E handl-
ed the mail. Octagonal center

day

August 6. LeHavre arrival backstamp.
8 decimes, equivalent to 8d., was due

e
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1860-61
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S.P. Tasmanian O

WLk 064.0
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>
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S. P. Tasmanian

December 29. Letter, concerning wine shipments by the ship Coguimbo,
190 days from France, is datelined at Lima, Peru. Callao is the
port city of Lima.

December 29, 1860. Letter posted unpaid at the Callao, Peru
British Consular office. It was conveyed by the Pacific Steam
Navigation Company steamship to Panama, thence across the Isthmus
by rail. Mail went by station steamer from Colon to the Royal Mail
Company's consolidating station at St. Thomas, where the R.M.S.P.
Tasmanian departed January 17, 1861 for the home bound leg.

January 31, 1861. Arrival backstamp at London.

. London Times, Thursday, Jan. 31. THE WEST INDIA, PACIFIC

'3 YO AND MEXICO MAILS. SOUTHAMPTON, Wednesday. The Royal Mail
A 31 ) Company's steamship Tasmanian, Captain Weller, with the

"Gl above mails, has arrived. Her dates are - Vera Cruz, Jan.

T 3; Tampico, Jan. 1l; Havannah, 8th; Jamaica, 10th; Jacmel,

16th; Porto Rico, 14th; Demerara, 9th; Tobago, 1llth; Bar-

badoes, 12th: Grenada, 13th; St. Vincent, 13th; St. Lucia,

14th; Antigua, 15th; Guadaloupe, 15th; St. Kitts, 15th;

and St. Thomas, 17th.

Letter struck with the "tray" mark at London which
showed that France was debited by Britain under Article 36 of the
Agreement of Jan. 1, 1857, at the rate of 2 francs 87% centimes for
each 30 grams for unpaid letters from South American countries via

Panama and by British Packet. Y 4
' ' J F\
T T AT ~ETEN , N
e “T'i_'if \ \:_. /"_" ? lj/ \p“,'_"' \_3;\ P / |
{ ag™\ i '\ gk/ 2 N\'o {
|_(JAneZ), = ”—‘V‘”—-H (Y (FEvR) G / ;
\ % A \ ) \ \R1 / / /
\\“/74"\‘.‘3—"'/&1 I"\ LW i \ \‘:_/
N cAub % 1 NL70) L L \

January 31 - February 2. French transit backstamps trace the
route of this letter after entry mark on face showing origin at
Britain, Ambulant (RR) at Calais. Letter assessed at 24 decimes
due, equivalent to 2franc 40 centimes or 2 shillings, the rate
from the West Coast of South America.

-




1861

WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

No. 490 - 1841

INSTRUCTIONS to all POSTMASTERS, SUB-POSTMASTERS
and LETTER RECEIVERS

On and from the lst of January next, the Mails between
the United Kingdom and the WEST INDIES, MEXICO, CUBA &c.,
which have hitherto been conveyed by Her Majesty's Packets,

will be forwarded, twice in every month, by the contract
Steam Vessels of the WROYAL MAIL S PACKET COMPANY",,.,

The following is a list of Ports.....with the rate of
postage chargeable on a letter not exceeding half an ounce....

Vem cruz'll.l"". 28. 3d.

o=

——
.

Feb. 1, 1861. London Inland Feb. 1, 1861. London transit.
Office obliterator on 1d. It Letter prepaid at schedule rate of
wZould appear inland rate stamp 2/3 per % oz. (red mms.). Regulat-
usage was unnecessary as packet ions stated mail to Vera Cruz must
rate inecluded inland carriage be prepaid or it would not be for-
within the U.K. warded from Havana. Letter received

at Vera Cruz Feb., 28, 1861,

Wit a6y, £
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s ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Lima,Peruv to UK. via Panama and West India Mail
R.MS.P. La Plata

WL fﬁmm ma-luwwg%c

| 4AP ‘ Fhed HM-& Q‘Wq@i

IRG! —1.——‘::# !
& Rt b Jinx 3
April 14,1861, (mg&'fr" :'

Unpaid letter

posted at the : ; : :
British Consular '
Office at Callao, %fg“-

the port of Lima, “,

Peru.

It was directed | 2
P W India Mall, _' » '. ns - ﬂ = . e -

thus went by the b
s 50 A

il

s

Pacific Steam
Navigation Co,

= steamer to Panama
then across the
Isthmus to the
Royal Mail.

London Times, :
May 14, THE WEST |
INDIA AND PACIFIC |
MAILS:

REUTER'S TELEGRAM

Southampton,
Monday, May 13.

The Royal Mail
Steamship La Plata arrived here at 9:15 a.m., with the above mails.

London transit backstamp.

-

-

/1:] H
ﬁjx;1-ﬁ”; May 14. Edinburgh arrival backstamp.
;’” i i Letter was subject to the rate for the
o=, \ MY |4 West Coast of South America of 2 shillings.
.61~ R.M.S.P. Tamar: Colon Apr. 21,'61 R.M.S.P. LaPlata:St. Thom. Apr.29

St. Thomas 29 So'ton May 13.



B) B i ROYAL MAu_ STEAM F’ACKET COMPANY
R. MS Lo. PIQ?Q? ' ' £ Th-! Tren‘f A‘Tfmr

7 2404 tons, built by Robert.Stegle & Co., Greenock 2851 % :
TR T beam,wwaoden paddle wheel. ‘steamer, Side lever ‘engines, four I G
l rﬁubailers, developed 1000 H.P., rated 12% knots, could do. 14.}5 ;4 i

-~ knots. Launched Deceqber 1851‘ ‘On her maiden voyage, leaving

ey Southampton for St, Thomas on Aug. ‘17, 1852, she arrived at St.
”””f]"Thomas in 12% days and returned, ﬁespita bad weather, in 1B R

ervirrteeied - Ba Y Eged built for: Gunard,; she was purchaaed by Royal Mail Whlla
i  ritting out. She was sister to the Cunarder A._....__Tabia- DiSP"Bed

of in 18?11. i) 3 R

IREER ) T November 1861 vayage she brought home to Engiand the

" news of the Trent Affair involving the R. M,S. Trent, the American '
' Federal man-of-war San Jacinto and the capture of Confaderate R
| commiasioners. (See details appended.) s fd

W™ L6, Ooo

|
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S. LaPlata “The Trent Affair’
A October 15, 1851. Letter datelined at Val-
SARYg, paraiso, Chile. Dated backstamp (faint on re-

.ngBCD(f{E verse) struck at the British Consular post office
there. It went by Pacific Steam Navigation
\\\EBESL/ Company (British) to Psnama and then cross-
A isthmus to Aspinwall, thence onward to Vera
= Cruz to be consolidated with other mails for the
trip out. of St. Thomas and on to Southampton.

October 18. Meanwhile, the R,M.S. Trent, acting as a feeder
steamer on the Gulf of Mexico route was bringing the Mexican
and Cuban mails from Havana to meet the St. Thomas sailing of
La Plata when she was stopped by the U.S5.5. San Jacinto who
boarded her and, under protest, removed four Confederate Comm-
issioners and hauled them away to internment at Boston. This
incident occurred in the 01d Bahama Channel on the Cuban north
coast where the Trent was heading ESE en route to St. Thomas.

November 27. The London Sun, Wednesday Evening, Nov. 27,
reported the arrival of the La Plata from the West Indies.
Letter backstamped in transit at London, East Central office
the same day. London Foreign Section also struck the "tray"
mark which was an sccountancy mark charging France 2 francs
87 5/10 centimes per 30 grems of mail directed to France and
handled aboard a British packet (the La Plata).

.\—/

Nov. 28. The French entry mark shows mail entering France
from Englsnd at Calais and is an ambulant (T.P.O.) mark, Brig-
ade C handled the mail. Arrival backstamp at Paris the same
day with twelve decimes (equivalent to 1 shilling) due from
the recipient, Mr. Blanchard "Pharmacien'".

il M f}(lb J



1861 -1862
ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S. Oneida Souoth American Toufte
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(8B61-1862

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

R.M.S. Oneida South American route

Oneida was a 2300 ton iron screw steamer, built 1858 by Caird
& Co., Glasgow, 307' x 39' beam, Oneida and Tasmanian, the eapl-
iest Royal Mail screw ships, came from the European & Australian
Royal Mail Company. The Royal Mail placed her on the South Ameri-
can route and in October 1865 she was diverted to the Rocas Reefs to
embark 117 marooned persons from the wrecked sailing ship Duncan
Dunbar, Sold British and reduced to sail.

November 26, 1861. Letter posted at
the British Post Office at Buenos Ayres,
Argentina, unpsaid.

,fﬁﬂJw}T (} £3
~J (4 |
| JA Zz

'; = o
62 1¥60

January 2, 1862. Arrival of the Oneida was noted in the London
Sun, "Off Hurst Castle, Jan. 2, arrived - Oneida, steamer from the
Brazils", The letter was 2lso struck with the Franco-British Con-
vention of 1856 "tray mark" found in use after Jan. 1, 1857. This
mark fell under Article 34 which charged France 1F 60centimes per
30 grems (bulk) for unpaid letters from British Colonies, the United
States and foreign countries by British Packets (Salles Tome VIII,
Pg. 3%6.)

i 2N N IB \ é 3 \%

Ny : g\dany. |z

K{;’j‘gz Ij,;:-:) (\t Jﬁﬂ \‘é-, 62 ,)’\')
AT _,/ b g

Jan, 2-3, 1862. French transit marks show entry of English
mail Ambulant (R.R.) at Calais to Paris, transit through Paris
(two stars on each side indicates letters for or through the
Paris Bureau Central, Pothion 31366), and the Paris to Bordeaux
and Paris to Pyrenees railroad backstamps (night trains shown
by circular inner ring, day trains are octagonsl centers,)

Jan. 4, 1862. Arrival backstamp

dégiﬁg at Podensac, FEight decimes due as
iy o shown by handstamp "8" on face,
N.B.: Conveyance was as follows:
€321 Branch Packet R.M.S.P. Merseyv, Buenos Ayres Nov.28

Montevideo 30

Main Ling : R.M.S.P. oneida, Rio de Janeiro,Dec.?9
Southampton 314
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
CHILE TO FRANCE VIA PANAMA AND SOUTHAMP TON

R.M.S5.P. Solent . Colon to S+. Thomas

R.M.S.P. Arato, St. Thomas to Sovthampton
An unpaid letter posted at the British

L ]

ehR 4, ‘September 18, 1862.
QVSIDiéacn Consular Post Office at Valparaiso, Chile, backstanp.
o 2 Letter went by a steamship of the Pacific Steam Navigation

| 8672 fﬁ Co., British Packet, from Valparaiso to Panama, then across
ﬂ\,iﬁ/ the Isthmus of Panama by rail to Colon.
. September 23. R.M.S.P. Solent departed from Colon, arriv-

ed at St. Thomas September 29,
October 2. R.M.S.P. Arato with the consolidated Caribbean and "Mexican"
mails departed from St. Thomas, arrived at Southampton October 28.
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Octoker 30. London transit backstamp. London struck the "tray" mark
debiting France under Article 39 of the Agreement of Jan. 1, 1857, at the

rate of 2 francs 87% centimes per 30 grams bulk for unpaid letters from

South American countries to France via Panama and by British Packet.
October 30-November 1. French entry mark on

face, Paris transit and Bordeaux arrival backstamps.

Letter rated at 12 decimes due, egquivalent to one

3£u5; |
I”:_ _,frf shilling, the single rate from South America.
/ /




1863

s ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
' R.M.S.P. Atrato

i

February 28, 1863. Letter posted at London
and paid at the 2 shilling rate by Royal Mail
AL Packet to the West Coast of South America.
pa wr  /LONDON Payment by a wing pair of the Issue of 1862,
=l2= FE —28), Cancellation "12" of the London Inland Branch
63 / is one of two types found om letters going
i abroad (Dubus 3%a.). Backstamp at London.
Cover endorsed: p. Atrato.

London Times, Saturday, February 28, 1863:
THE MAILS &c. - SQUTHAMPTON, Friday

The Atrato, Capt. T. Wolly, will leave on Monday (March 2)
with the West India, Pacific and Mexican mails,

B,
-9
AT

Mareh 23. Transit at Panama. Letter via

NA Royal Mail had been forwarded from Colon
Gy (Aspinwall) across the Isthmus to Panama,
MR23 thence down the west coast by Pacific Steam
&8‘9 Navigation Co.
‘*};r"’ April 2, 1863. Arrival backstamp at
— 6«% Lima, Peru,
&3
— R.M.S.P. Atrato: So'ton, Mar. 2 R.M.S.P. Trent:St. Thomas,Mar.l1%®
St.Thomas 17 Colon 23;

WM ec@, O
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.5.P. Atrato

May 28, 1864. A packet letter incoming at Southampton from the
Royal Mail Steam Packet Atrato, addressed to Heidelberg, Germany.

London Times, Saturday, May 28, 1864.

SPAIN AND PERU
THE WEST INDIA AND PACIFIC MAILS. Southampton May 28.
The Atrato has arrived here with the above mails, 242 passengers,
$2,114,000 in specie and 1,164 packages of cargo.

May 28. London transit backstamp, where the "tray" mark was struck
per Article 34, showing France owed Britain 1 franc 60 centimes per 30
grams for West Indies and Pacific mails to or in transit through France,

unpaid.
May 29. French entry mark showing mail

2 NB/e entering France from England at Calais,
same day Paris transit backstamp.
May 30. Heidelberg arrival backstamps.
(60" Letter rated as double (% to %-o0z.) at
one gulden 3 kreuzer due.
‘HEIDELBERG
L 30 MAIA IT

0
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

Lima, Perouv to [taly via Panama., St Thomas and Sou’fhc..mp+ on
R.M.S_P. Shannon

September 28, 1864. A letter posted at Lima, Peru and paid by the
Peru one dinero stamp, Issue of 1862. Letter endorsed: Via Panama (and)

Tngleterra. The adhesive paid the letter to the port where it went per
the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. to Panama.

London Times, Monday, October 31, 1864:

THE WEST INDIA, PACIFIC AND MEXICAN MAILS
The Royal Mail Company's steamer Shannon, Capt. T.A. Bevis, arrived
at Southampton on Friday night with mails of the following dates...
Panama Oct. 6; Colon Oct. 6; Lima Sept. 28, St. Thomas Oct. 14...

The Royal Mail steamers Clyde, Conway. Solent, Thames, and Tyne were
at St. Thomas. The Derwent at Havannah, the Tamar on the Spanish Main
route, the Trent at Barbadoes, and the Wye at Jamaica.

October 29. Tondon transit backstamp., where the accounting mark was
struck showing France owed Britain 2 franc 87-5/10 centimes per 30 grams
for mail from the South Pacific via Panama, per the Franco-British

Agreement of January 1, 1856, Article 36. This was reduced to 1f.90cent.
on January 1, 1866.

October 30. Trench entry mark showing
mail from England entering at Calais, i.e.,
by the Dover to Calais ferry.

November 1. Genoa arrival backstamps.
14 centesimi due. The 14 handstamp, which
was indistinct, had been written over for
clarity.

voitn 605G
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S5.P. Shannon, St Thomas to SOUtho.mnpfon

)
LIHO,,
tn OC 137

October 13, 1864. An unpaid letter posted at the British Consular
Post Office at St. Thomas, Danish West Indies, backstamp. It is address-
ed to Libourne, Gironde, France, and endorsed: Par "Shannon".

October 14. R.M.S.P. Shannon of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co.
departed from St. Thomas on her homeward journey.

o October 28. Shannon arrived at Southampton.
Gf 9 C;.Ii ' Transit mark at London October 29. At London the
- . letter was stamped with the "tray" mark found in

\foi?ﬁ) ] r Q;()C' use after January 1, 1857. This mark fell under
6

4 Article 34 of the Franco-British Convention of
1856 which charged France 1F 60 centimes per 30
grams (bulk) for unpaid letters from British
Colonies, the United States and foreign countries
by British Packet.

October 30. French entry mark at
Calais. Transit at Paris and night
train (circular center), Paris to
Bordeauz, backstamps.

October 31. Libourne arrival back-
stamp. 8 decimes due.
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REYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Jacmel, Haiti to France via. S+. Thomas
R.M.S. P, Tamar, Jacmet t0 St. Thomas
R.MS P Seine., St.Thomas o Sovthampton
S

i

]

January 24, 1865. An unpaid letter dated at Port au Prince,
Haiti. It was sent via the British Consular Post Office at
Jacmel, Haiti, who struck their circular date stamp on the
reverse on January 26.

Letter was forwarded to England by steamships of the Royal
Mail Steam Packet Company:

R.M.S.P. Tamar: Jacmel Jan. 26 R.M.S.P. Seine: St. Thomas Jan. 29
St. Thomas 28 Soutjampton Feb. 12.

L February 13. London transit backstamp.

February 14. French entry mark at Calais
shows ambulant (T.P.0.). Britain debited
France for lfranc 60 centimes per 30 grams
(bulk) for unpaid letters conveyed by British
Packet to France from South and Central America.
February 14. Paris to Bordeaux transit

backstamp. The octagonal center denotes
a day train.

February 15. Bordeaux arrival backstamp.
Letter rated, effective Jan. 1, 1857, at 8

decimes per 7% grams x 2 (double letter)
16 decimes due.

e
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o

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S.P. To_smo_nia.n,SOuiho_mp’con to St. Thomacg
R.M.S.P. C,csn.wrc:o_g%tl St. Thomas to Vera Cruz

May 31, 1865. A letter to Vera Cruz endorsed: voie
d'Angleterre (via England). It was paid at the rate of
March 1862 of 80 centimes to Mexico by French or British
Packet by the B0c. Issue of 1862, cancelled by the gros
chiffres "532" of Bordeaux.

Ju June 1. Paris to Calais day train (octagonal center).

\\,gi‘ug¢ June 1. Transit mark at London. Letter was for-
— warded to Southampton to meet the West Indies Packet.

D,“) May 31. Bordeaux to Paris night train (circular center)

Steam packets of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. carried this letter:

R.M.S.P. Tasmanian R.M.S.P. Conway®*

Southampton June 2 St. Thomas July 17

St. Thomas 24 Porto Rico 18
Havana 23-24
Vera Cruz 28.

*The station steamers, St. Thomas - Vera Cruz, departed from St.

Thomas around the 17th of each month, thus this letter had an 18
day layover.
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Spain to Mexico via Sovthampton
R.M.S5.P. Tasmanian, 550;:&h&1rn$r+011. o S+.Thomas
R.M.S.P. Solent, St. Thomas to To.mpico

T

¢+ April 27, 1866. A letter posted at Madrid, Spain, paid by two
copies of the 20 centavos Issue of 1866. Tt is marked Francia =
Paid. Addressed to Puerto de Matamoros, Mexico, it was routed
via England and bears the London transit mark of April 30. Mail
was forwarded to Southampton for handling by the Royal Mail Steanm
Packet Co. Vessels and their dates were:

R.M.S.P. Tasmanian R.M.S.P. Solent

Southampton May 2 St. Thomas May 17

St. Thomas 16 Porto Rico 18
Havana 22
Vera Cruz 26

Tampico 28.

May 28. Arrival mark at Tampico. Although
"PAID" in Spain, a local Mexican postage of
2 reale was due (FRANCO = NOT PAID).
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ROMAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Jacmel, Haiti to France viaa St. Th omas
R.MS.P Temar_, Jacmel +o St. T homas
RMS P Seine, St. Thomas teo 50u+hq;n1»’:>‘to.n

caught. Transit "Voie Angleterre" indicates by packets of the Royal
Mail Steam Packet Co., as dollovs:

St. Thomas 13 Southampton

Letter rated as an unpaid letter 7%-15 grams
at 8 decimes x 2 = 16 decimes, rate effective Jan.
1857.

May 23, 1865. An unpaid letter datelined at Port
au Prince, Haiti. It was sent via the British Con-
sular Post Office at Jacmel, Haiti where it was
Backstamped as MAY 27/56 (sic). The year date of
"65" was transposed as "56". It was re-stamped on
the sailing date of the Packet on June 10, but the year error was not

R.M.S.P. Tamar: Jacmel June 10 R.M.S.P. Seine: St. Thomas June 13

[; 13 June 28. London transit backstamp. France was
debited 1 franc 60 centimes per 30 grams (bulk) for
1760 c unpaid letters from South and Central America con-
RAF 2 veyed to France by British Packet.
June 29. French entry mark ambulant (TPO)
at Calais on face and Paris transit backstamp.
(60) June 30. Bordeaux arrival backstamp.

28.
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ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY

Valparaiso to Havre via Panama, St.Thomac and Soovthampton

DEATH. SHIP OF THE R.M.S.P.Ca

R M.S.P. Tasmanian

|———leiis
1 < NO3 %
i >

Nov, 3, 1866.
Unpaid letter bears
the British Consu-

| lar P.O. backstamp
at Valparaiso,
Mails of this date
were conveyed to
Panama by a steamer
of the Pacific
Steam Navigation
Ce. for arrival
there on Nov. 23.

Nov, 23. A feed-
er steamer of the
R.M.S5.P. Co. carr-
ied the western
South American and
Panama mails to St.
Thomas for arrival -
there Nov, 30.

— YELLOW FEVER ON BOARD<-

November 30. Royal Mail Steam Packet Tasman-
ian, Capt. E.M, Leeds, departed from St, Thomas
for Southampton., Death was already stalking the
decks of the Tasmanian as four victems had fallen
to yellow fever before she left St. Thomas.

December 15. Arrival backstamp at London. The
Tasmanian arrived in the river at Southampton about
L P.M. on the 15th and placed in quarantine when

she reported fever raging aboard.

71 cases were reported with 21

deaths and seven still sick, 4 expected to succumb.

The mails (this

I
|
|

letter among them) were fumigated and landed on the docks a little
before 6 o'clock. All fever cases save one were among the crew, 64
passengers being spared.

Accountancy mark struck at London per the Franco-British agreement
of Jan, 1, 1866, whereby correspondence to or through France from the
South Pacific via Panama and handled by the British was subject to |
payment to Britain of 1F 90centimes per 30 grams

Dec. 15-16. Entry mark aboard the Calais to
Paris TPO, arrival backstamp at Le Havre, Letter
subject to the unpaid letter rate of 12 decimes
(1F 20 cent.), effective date corresponding to the

Jan., 1, 1866 agreement with Britain.

lwim 069.0 -



1867

WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Barbados, Guitana &c. Station Steamers.

Steamers on this station will receive all mails from the
West India Mail Packet from the United Kingdom and bound to
Tobago, Demerara, Berbice, Surinam and return. 15 days was allow-

ed for the trip, including coaling at Demerara (now Georgetown),
British Guiana.

%Cvkﬂcao Grenady i
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Berbice a0 |
Pairamari/do
2 |

\ I GQW[ =
. 2 = L - — - - - )
— Mar., 1, 1867, Receipt /[ {GETON
m—'ﬁ at L'pool. Mails for il , L?’ \\I'—?
UVERPom the West Indies were o o \o\ MR25")
| MR & [[466]) made up in London on e \\{Esl»’ﬁ
R the 2nd and the 17th ZGuY
28 7 ‘;;EE: of each month.
~—

Transit backstamps.
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i 1868

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S.P. Tasmania.

First drirect sailinq.SOU{hQ1n.Pton. to Colon via St.Thomas

The London Times carried this notice: ROYAL MAIL ROUTE. VIA PANAMA
for NORTH and SOUTH PACIFIC, Central America, New Zealand and Australia,
Japan and China:- On and after 2d. June the ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET
COMPANY'S ATLANTIC STEAMERS will run through from Southampton to Colon
(Aspinwall), by which arrangement passengers for the above localities
will be conveyed to the Isthmus of Panama in the vessel in which they
embark at Southampton. By steamer from Southampton on 2d and 17th
each month (Central & South America).

RV
LONDON
JU 2
68

June 1, 1868. A
letter to Paita,
Peru endorsed:

: p West India
mail via South-
ampton o. It was
paid in Liverpool
at the 2 shilling
rate by British
Mail via South-
ampton or French
Packet of Jan-
vary 1868. Rate
was paid by the
2/~ Tssue of
1867, plate 1.

June 2. Transit
backstamp at Ton-
don. The R.M.S.
Tasmanian de-
parted from South-

inaugural voyage
direct to Colon.

Her dates were:

St. Thomas, June
15, arrival Colon PA}?AMA PAITA mm;m:r:’f':tf‘tthﬂm“iah

June 19. Ietter ! ce at Panama (City).
went by Panama Rail- JU20 | 1ai1 vas forvarded to the West Coast of South America by a
road transisthmus to steamer of the Pacific Steam Navigation Co. (British).
Panama. Paita, Peru arrival backstamp.

Wim 6730




(868
£ WEST INDIA MAIL — PACKET SERVICE

A second route, taking the mails from Barbados, went by way
of Tobago, Demerara, Berbice, Surinam, Paramaribo and back by the
same route to Barbados, a distance of 1300 miles.

R.MoSth Douro:So'ton Sep. 2
St.Thomas 15
Yy | R.M.S.P. Solent:St.Thomas 17

Sept. 1, 1868. Letter Sept. 2, 1868. i relia =i
to Demerara (now George- London transit. R.M.S.P. Tamar: St. Tucla 19
t.own), British Guiana. T 7 Barbadoes 20
Marked "per R.M. (Royal Demerara  22.

Mail) steamgr via Southampton".

Wi ol 36



1875
WEST INDIA MAIL - PACKET SERVICE

An eighth route of the British West Indies Mail Company,
taking the mails from Havammah, went by way of Vera Cruz,
Tampico 1 New Orleans, and back to Havannah, a distance of

2,355 miles.
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" Feb, 1, 1875. oRBEN
(3P EWC=  London > Mexico Vs o
MFE 1 9 — 2.:9 — "via Southampton", ( .; -3@5 )
\ g ) e i.e. by West India N\ 1875 /N
\\-~L,,—-f" ,,... f:r Mail Packet., 1/- k’f‘,«‘l\.\ <L“/
P correet rate for -
letter not over _
0Z. Feb. 26! 1875. Vera

Cruz transit. 25 centavos
Mexican inland rate due.
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1870

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
R.M.S.P. Elbe

March 1, 1870. Letter datelined at Glasgow, Scotland.
It refers to shipments of sugar and cotton and enclosed
an insurance policy for "L 2000 of specie, Maracaybo to
LaGuayra, & thence by steamer to your port."

Packet rate to Trinidad, effective Jan. 1868 was one
shilling per Y-0z. Here enclosures caused letter to be
double rated.

March 1, 1870. Letter paid in CGlasgow at double the
West Indies rate to Trinidad by a pair of the 1/- green,
Issue of 1867, plate 4. Transit backstamp at london Mar.2.

Gore's General Advertiser, Liverpool. March 3. Mails
to West Indies and Pacific (except Honduras), Southampton,
March 2, RMS Elbe.

VN
N C% March 20. Arrival backstamp at the
MR20 0O British Office at Trinidad.
| 8 70) Elbe: So'ton Mar. 2 Mersey: St. Thomas Mar. 16 Eider St.Lucial9
s St. Thomas 15 St. Lucia 19 Trinidad,Mr.22

(sic
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ROYAL WEST INDIA MAIL PACKET COMPANY

JAMAICA DISTRICT: gtapting from FORWARDING AGENT
Turk's Islands, Great Key. HERBERT & YATES
LIVERPOOL

The steamer on this station will carry forward from
Turk's Islands all the outward mails from Europe, North
America, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Eastern West Indies
for Hayti, Jamaica, Central America, Chagre, and Panama,
and bring back the return mails from these placeSeccescse

A,
( NALY {(c}a"“f" RP5o 3 ;
LIVERPOOL) /‘E v (3 = i \
I\‘.\‘L I {--;!-/}/’ -ﬁf > ’iﬁ!‘ F__‘f J_:,F—‘I"“ b LI_ J/

June 16, 1870. Letter Forwarding June 17, 1870.
posted prepaid, 1/- West Agent's cachet, London transit. West
India Mail Packet rate Liverpool. India Mails were made
for Jacmel, Haiti. up in London on the

R.M.S.P. Seine: Southampton  Jun. 17,1870 17th of each month.,

St. Thomas JiiYe 2
Jacmel, Hayti 4,

W/ A Q8v.e



()

)

{

N
F R —

1

1870

ROYAL MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
Chile to Rome via Panama and Southampton . French Transit
R.M.S.P. Seine

g
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July 2, 1870. A letter paid by a strip of 5¢of the Chile
Issue of 1867, which covered inland postage only. Posted at
Santiago, the letter went to Santiago's port city of Valparaiso
where mail was forwarded on to Callao, Peru by the Pacific
Steam Navigation Co. where the letter was backstamped by the
British Consular Post Office in transit, Pacific S.,N. Co. del-
ivered the mails on to Panama for trans-Isthmus dates of July
21 at Colon.

July 29. Feeder steamers delivered the mails to St. Thomas
for the departure of the Seine that date for Southampton.

London TIMES, Monday Aug. 15. Royal Mail
CﬂLr ; Company's Steamship Seine, Capt. J.T. Moiran
v Bow @ has arrived. The Seine left St. Thomas on the
ub ) W 29th ult, and experienced fine weather and
70 / light winds during the voyage. Her dates of
- mail were:- Greytown (Mosquito), July 16;
Panama and Colon, 21; Kingston (Jamaica), 25; Georgetown
(Demerara) and Port of Spain (Trinidad), 24; Bridgetown
(Barbados), 26; St. Kitts, 27; Valparaiso (Chili), 2
and St. Thomas, 29.

August 13, Transit backstamp at London, same day entry
into France recorded aboard the Calais to Paris T.P.O.
British struck the Exchange mark showing France owed Britain
1 Franec 90 cent per 50 grams to or in transit through France
by British Packet, South Pacific via Panama agreement of

Jano 1 ’ 18660

Aug., 17. Rome arrival backstamp. Recipient paid 4
lira 5 centisimi (then equivalent to about 85¢ U.S.)

i o896 1 ‘
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