YASS
POST PALD

OCRACI MATIE PeosST

OFe. ¢ &
HIP ¢,
Q S e €
~ e 4 A
< N r"\

& NO D3 @
% 1841 &
Youﬁ*

SYD Uy ToAw I T

1841

preIg)

4 = 9
OC#¢ 30
1848l ¢/

12 APR H#2
LIVERPOOL
SHIP

heavvav/TeawiIT

Tre LONDON Ti/pES orf

I APRIL 1 B4 REPoATE D

Araic 127! . areiven AVSTRALIAN FRem SypwE Y,
LA D ~Nov. 6y FER S LaAT
THUNDERER,

Te Rie D& Jawrk R,

Wil CovZ7t ware s,

14 .36 ¢ Lonma 3Yuw SPok¥ THE

STEHAMER IFaom LiveRaPeel

TRty

AT IO L

sTAvoaann £4.

MRATE FoR ipwitem-

ing FACKEY LETTER)




PREMIER PHILATELY - Auction No 102 - Saturday 15th March 2003

-

/8 A1

ith very fine strikes ‘of rounded-boxed 'YASS/POST PAID' h/s (#P11) in red &oval
1dias4t1n Cbti;gii‘ toPEl% %!HIF' LETTER/SYDNEY" transit in red on the face, minor soiling & peripheral faults.

Ex Moya Land. {Page 52.6}

THE Lovdor Tim €8 of 1 AR

'.'heta

o .r "'.hmarn New

mrll fro?a Ancona.

) D ATy spaketbnEtAndrwmmSamn
rm'l:lmr. A

the North America from New Ycrk. packat of thugth %ﬁldg
ustralian from Sydnay, N ew o ales,

ﬂ'. Fab. 4308, . 34 ‘(V ,ipoke the T Efdarer
ta o Jeneiro— asha!’rom Monte V] Mary

eﬂ.—'l‘h- Royal W
A?r’:gh for Port Lamore—Solide for Petmamb :
a'ld ussell Glover for New York—Trafalgar and Hei™|

|Newfoundiand and Quebgo—Sea for_Kiel—Pully for Guebeo):
l% lax—Acapulco for Quebec and Buenos Ayres—Tra

%?HTP NEWS, i

RPO()! Aprin 11, Y

BN.IJ!.—ThB Pre'nﬁn for aw York :

|
Artived —Tho Lahii. from w0 Orlems to Liverpool ; uﬂeli from
the | A !’affu ks ﬂ.‘l %dhn Bloiltap, “:orponh ﬁn‘the bar to sail
n p BAW & steamer me ' sifppossd
Rritannia, for s %

Halifax, and a ship with a black

el

ohdorrrlm Bilbao—Ggorge from’ Ccphalom’p—ﬂm
il for Ven!on—Wnﬁarwitch for

runswick+~Gracia fer Naples—-ﬂouypium ;
ArriL 13.

—Lsonora from Ch lomm-lmbol tom
m Lisbon—Violet erm Antwerp—Arigl from m"%—n

300T



YASS
POST rPALD

AR Gt MATIvE Pesv

OFF, ¢ &
HIP ¢ A
0t €a,
< S ™
e NO X 3 )

SYD Y ToA s ST

e
L

27

i »

g .
A e
il

\
‘-'%”
r.-.-.”.;-, /X//j 74

4’%

.-Z)d.r-r o i

T
@)
h7p
=
o
> i

-
1

LOwDoN TipagsS or

184l

12 APR #2
LIVERPoO L

v o BAI P

MRavva/ TeaNn 5T

Jifd APRIL | B42 Ry Peate D)

i

MUEW Sov?H LaLe §.

14 .30 ¢

ST EAMER ITarom LiveRPoel

|2

L

.ARPIvED NUSTRALIAN FReém Syawié Y,

LA DdD NMov. 6, FeR 85 LAT

onG 3Yw S Pory THE THUNDERER,

Teo Rie DY JAawr Ro,

ATEY AL

stAarvsaan £4.
RATE Fold intowms

I PALREY LEeTTdd)




(849

gi‘.-n-v’,o
5wy 030

SHIP LETTERS
MELBOURNE TO EDINBURGH VIA LONDON
Ship Warrior '

It is

A letter posted at Melbourne, Victoria.
addressed to Edinburgh, Scotland and is endorsed: p "Warrior". It

is backstamped as an outgoing Ship Letter and rated at the Act of 1838
Ship Letter rates which were (per %-o0z.) single 3d., double 6d.,
triple 9d. and quadruple 1/-, which were the same as finalized by

February 5, 1849.

the rate schedules of January 1, 1850. These rates were independent
of any delivery charges in the country to which sent.

July 4. Warrior arrived at london, 149 days from Melbourne,
backstamp. TLetter rated as a single Ship Letter at 8d., effect-

ive since 1840.

July 5. Arrival backstamp at Edinburgh.
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SYDNEY,N.S.W. TO LONDON BY PRIVATE SHIP
Sh.ip Oriental Queen

)

—

85355
S

ld (—
d\ May 28, 1853.

A letter to Scotland paid at the 3d.
AN J[J ¥ :5 b 1) Ship Letter rate, made up by the one penny red, Issue
of 1852 and the 24. ultramarine, plate I. Cancellation
185 7.),1‘ is by the barred oval "50", the Post Office number of
} I)T¢<;’ Albury. Dated unframed backstamp at Albury.

June 3. Transit backstamp at Sydney, from which port
the ship Oriental Queen sailed.

London Times. October 11, 1853. Cravesend, October 10, arrived..
. sssthe Oriental Queen from Sydney.

October 10. TLondon transit backstamp.

October 11. Perth, Scotland arrival backstamp. The Oriental
Queen was 129 days from Sydney to Gravesend.

This letter was subject to the 8d4. Ship Letter rate of January
10, 1840 per %-oz.
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AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
R.M.S. Victoria

This line was the first to be awarded a steam contract to carry the
mails from Australia to England via the Cape of Good Hope. This service
was an abject failure. There were only six northbound voyages and the
average time taken for there was 104 days. On a number of occasions the
steamships were beaten to their destinations by the Black Ball Line's
American-built clippers, such as Marco Polo and the Lightning. This line
lasted only from 1852-54. Besides Victoria the fleet consisted of
Australian, Sydney and Melbourne.

.
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Q ” o September 14, 1853. A letter posted as a Ship Letter
~ (iﬁj ‘/ﬁﬁ at Sydney. It was paid by the 2d. blue, plate I paying

= s the "town rate" and 3d. green, Issue of 1852. At this
U{ CE 14 = time the Ship Letter rate only was 3d. Stamps are
L cancelled by the dumb obliterator of Sydney. Letter is
o 18 5 3_{' endorsed: Per Victoria.
}f]) r&ﬂv September 17. The Sydney mails closed and R.M.S.
Victoria sailed for England via the Cape of Good Hope.
N . . : i
7/ (A ;f\ December 10. Victoria arrived in England, B4 days

\ out from Sydney.

December 13. TLondon transit backstamp.

7 9 N December 14. Dublin arrival backstamp. An 8d.
/ L Ship Letter was due, shown in black manuscript.
[z \ This was the standard British incoming Ship

] Letter rate since 1840, and was due regardless
2 / what had been paid in the colonies.
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History ofF Goipex RuLe Lopge

served from 1889 to 1892, when he was succeeded by Bro. C. Albert Jones.
In 1897, Bro. Wilsen was again appointed, and served until 1902 when
Bro. Herter: L. B. Lawton was appointed. The latter served ten years
when Bro. Jones was again appointed. After another decade, in 1922, Bro.
Albert W. Carleton bezame organist. In 1924, Wor. Bro. W. W. Chute,
who had served a number of neighboring lodges in that capacity, was
appointed. and was succeeded by Bro. Jones in 1925. In 1927, Bro. George
W. Collins was appointed. Bro. Coilins was succeeded by Bro. Donald M.
Murray, the present organist, in 1932,

TrusTEES
On February 10, 1910, it was vored that Worshipful Master William
S. Dennison, Senior Warden Henry L. Hall and Junior Warden Thomas
F. Ringer serve as trustees until the election of their successors. At the
annual meeting, December 8, 1910, the Lodge elected Bro. William H.

Tay for one year; Wor. Bro. Charles B. Bowman for two years, and Wor.
Bro. Albert W. Flint for three years.

Wor. Bro. Dennison was elected for three years, in 1911, and has been
re-elected at the expiration of each term since then.

He is now the senior
frustee.

Wor. Bro. Hall, elected in 1912, served until 1918, when Right Wor-
shipful William F. Deadman was elected. The latter has likewise served
continuously, and is now acting in that capacity.

Wor. Bro. Flint served until 1929 when he was succeeded by Wor.

Bro. T. Fulton Parks, who has continued to serve and is the third member
of the board.

Boarp oF Masoxic Rerier

Golden Rule Lodge has been represented on the Board of Masonic
Relief since 1913, when Right Worshipful William F. Deadman was elected.

Two years later Bro. Mariner S. Lawrence was elected associate mem-
ter of the board. Bro. Lawrence served until June 8, 1922, when he
resigned, on account of moving from the state.

Right Worshipful Bro. Deadman was chosen as Bro. Lawrence’s suc-
cessor in 1922 and served until January 13, 1927, when Wor. Bro. .
Fulion Parks was elected an active member of the Board. Bro. Rov A.
Hovey was elected an associate member in 1927 and served until the dis-
continuance of associate representatives, three years later.

Lodge records show frequent reports from the above-named brethren,
at meetings of members. Special notations of these detailed reports, pre-
sented by Wor. Bro. Parks, particularly, appear among paragraphs of
unusual interest in reports of Lodge meetings.

[+]
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S HII P LEESHISEIRS
MELBOURNE TO EDINBURGH VIA LONDON
Ship Success

June 18, 1851. A letter posted at Melbourne, Victoria. It is
addressed to Edinburgh, Scotland and is endorsed: p "Success".
Backstamped as an outgoing Ship T.etter, it was rated at The January
1, 1850, Ship Letter rate of 3d. per %-oz. The rate notice stated,
"Ship Letters 3d. plus any inland rate and independent of delivery
charges in the country to which they are destined." Here, as the
letter was posted at the port, there were no charges beyond the 3d.
which was paid in cash.

November 14. Success arrived at London, backstamp. Ship was
159 days from Melbourne. This letter was rated as a single Ship
Letter at 8d., effective since 1840. The collect rate is shown
in black manuscript.

November 15. Edinburgh arrival backstamp.

-




1853
BENDINGO D'IGGINGS?AUSTRALIA TGO .5 VIA CEYLON
P.&0. Line: S.S. Sho.n.gh.cxe, Sx.’d.n.m.j to Siﬂqqpore

:S.5.Malta, Singapore to Poinie de Galle,Ceylon
General Screw Steam Shipping Co.'S.S. Indiana,Galle to Plgmoouth
N.¥.& Havre Steam Navigation Co.'S.S. Homboldt, Soot ho.mpforL to N.Y.

June 1, 1853, Letter datelined at Bendingo

‘Jf)yi«' Diggings, a gold 'field just northwest of Mel-
g bourne, Victoria, Australia. This was a registered
® .J U* o letter containing a gold button-for the writer's
L [ . mother. Rate per General Post Office Notice of
-, 1853 ~ Jan. 1853 noted monthly sailings to Australia,
Cror\t 1/- per 3-oz. via Southampton or Plymouth, 1/10d.

‘per %-0z.;-2/3 per ¥-oz. via Marseilles. This
letter rated 1/-'plus a 2d. Registration fee shown by the red mss.
waot. total 1/2d., shéwn in black manuscript. This was equivalent
to 1/= (24¢) + 2d (L4g¢) = 28¢, also shown as a debit to the U.S.

Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. vessels carried the
letter, as follows:

S5.5. Shanghae - S5.5. Malta

Sydney - June 1 Singapore July 4
—»—Port Philip (Melbourne) = 7-8 Penang - 6

Adelaide = 11=-14 Galle, Ceylon 14.

King George Sound - 21

Batavia July 1

Singapore L

P. & 0. S.5. Madras sailed from Galle July 14 for Suez where
her mails arrived Aug. 2. They -went across Egypt to Alexandria
where the P, & 0. Indus sailed Aug. 5 for Southampton, arriving
at that port Aug. 19.
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However, this letter being registered was held up at Galle
and didn't make the Madras sailing. Instead, it was sent onward
to England by the General Screw Steam Shipping Co.'s mail packet

Indiana which went from Calcutta via Table Bay (Cape of Good Hope)

to Plymouth, a much longer voyage than the P. & 0. overland route
via Egypt. She arrived at Plymouth Sept. 28, Her dates were:

Calcutta July 15 St. Helena Aug. 29
Bendingo let- Madras 21 Ascension Sep., 2
ter went Galle 26 St. Vincent's 10
aboard — Mauritius Aug, 7 Vigo 25
Table Bay 20 Plymouth 28.

)

1 8SP28)

\ 1853? /

Sept. 28, 1853. Transit backstamp at London. Letter was
bulked to Southampton to meet the call of the N.Y. & Havre Steam
Navigation Co.'s (The Havre Line) $.S. Humboldt which departed
from Havre Sept. 30 via Southampton October 1,

October 14, Humboldt arrived at New York., Letter was subject
to the 28¢ (see above) plus 21¢ transit by American Packet =
49¢ as shown in manuscript. The U.S. rate of June 1852 was LS54,
This was plus 2d. (L4¢) registry fee to total 49g.

The various numeral notations are the registry bill numbers,

* London Times, THURSDAY, Sept. 29, 1853.

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE AND MAURITIUS

Plymouth, TUES.

The General Screw Steam Shipping Company's mail packet Ind-
iana, Capt. Lambert, arrived this morning. Her homeward dates
are:- from Calcutta, July 15, Madras July 21; Pointe de Galle
July 26; Mauritius Aug, 7; Table Bay, Aug. 20, etc.
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PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
Victoria tfo London via Svez and Southompton

S5.5. Madras. Sw.fd.ﬂ.?u] to Galle , Ceylon

S.S. Ganges, Galle to Suvez

S To_c’;usi Alexandria to 80u+hamp+on.

May 27, 1854. A letter posted at Melbourne during the first phase of the P. & O.
Australian Service which ran from March 1853 to April 1855. This letter was paid at
6d. by a pair of the 5th "Half Queen" printing, period of use April-June 1854, Thomas
Ham lithograph. This 6d. rate seems to be an early use of the rate which was offic-
ially effective October 1, 1854. Cancellation is by the 1/V "barred oval" of Melbourne.
Letter is endorsed: p. Madras.

P. & O. steamers carried this letter, dates as follows:

S.S. Madras S.S. Ganges S.S. Tagus

Sydney May 25 Galle June 26 Alexandria July 22
—Port Philip 29-30 Aden July 8 Malta 26-27

Adelaide Jun,1-2 Suez 14 Gibraltar Aug. 1

King Geo.Sd. 7-8 Southampton

Galle 25

’

.y R August 7. London arrival back- !
fj Y0 stamp. ’ [
:\1 { August 11. Letter was forwarded [QE /
1 e to Lynn, Norfolk. London backstamp. ' '~ =
e ST arrival back into the mail. 2V .
il Rass [{ ALY

August 11. Lynn arrival L
backstamp. \\ {354
K5 € 4




185655

g B

PENINSULAR & ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATON CO.

Melboourne to lreland via Suvez and Overland Mail
Last Voyage of the Ist. P.40. Australian Contract

S.S. Madras. Sydney to Galle,Ceylon

S.5. Hindostan,Galle to Svez

S.S. Eustne, Alexandria to SOU-Lthp‘ton

This cover was carried on the last P. & 0. Line voyage under the first
contract. Due to the Crimean War many of the P. & 0. packets were pressed
into transport service. After the war the P. & 0. refused to accept the
terms offered for a new Australian contract. What was to become the
European & Australian Royal Mail Company accepted the terms and began
operations in October 1856. The P. & O. once again took the contract
starting with the sailing of the Pera from Southampton on March 12, 1859.

January 29, 1855. A letter to Ireland paid at Melbourne by the one
shilling Issue of 1854. The October 1, 1854 rate by packet or private
ship from Victoria was 6d. per %-oz. Due to the uncertainty of the P.
& 0., situation, the sender probably covered any situation by overpay-
ing the Australian mail rate via Marseilles which was 11d. per %-oz.

Transit by P. & 0. Line steamers was;

S.S. Madras S.5. Hindostan S.S. Euxine

Sydney Jan. 27 Galle Mar. 3 Alexandria Mar.23
Port Philip 30-31 Aden 12 Malta 26-27
Adelaide Feb.2-3 Suez 19 Gibraltar 31
King George Sound 8-9 Southampton Apr. 5
Galle 25

! B April 5. Transit backstamp at London.

April 6. Transit backstamp at Dublin. This
letter was further rated due to the cessation of v
the P.&0. contract, rated collect 6d., Ship Ietter
rate of Oct. 1, 1854, now applying to Aust. States.




1855

ON& — Wk

~ ¢ &L
ot —— L o AP7

A ZG Q| gss I AP D

*,;:8*5! \WLhW) NA 1855 ,

W ——4 Ny

. S . PoaTS neowid xiw'ébuf
= SYDuEY ODLITERA TR A RV AR Ed wae
ORISIwaTiaie OFFrel
tar uSE 1850 - 1857 A e ST 4o BAcrerion

D Aaclkes7Tam p

T r— o8

/ %’ //ﬁz/

F+o sH IPs:
_HINDOSTAN _EURINE
SYDNEY 27 SANVARY |BSS GALLE 3 MARCH IESE gD A LEXANDEA 23 march 58
Pogr PHIUP Be-3r1 Jaw ADEN 2 mAR o EE- MALTA RE-27 MAR,
ADELAIDE 2-3 FEERUARY SUEE 19 mAaR, G:B&Hﬁlz 31 Ak,
SovTAAmProN 5 APl s

k.6 - Sovvp -9 F£B.
G ALNE RS F£EBR,

MADRAS

f

THeE '"MADRAS" Mo De 7HE LAST mAiz BoN FROMm FutiBhiup UwnDie 7He Fao
Cowrpcy oF /B53 . VrDyl THAT CORFIACT FTHE BoVIEN MERT XL AD THE Porrst
Ar0 (wAS BT 2)0inTY Ta PeAiHASE o8 MHied 9 oas o FPoo SAY1P5, 15 FAe G
Cogd /D fFRFD S ACTon 7o ideg oo 7HE BFESr /o TEPLPESAs ©F 7a/as Poid e,
THE CodY EXNCSEp THEIX Covrkd Orvfe RIGHIS snf )BF5 3 ah /el Bowe e
OR LENSED [P0 SHIAS Forx ScnvicE rp rHe & RIMER , 7HE Bgrzre Arp THE
INTDIAN OCCERAN. THIS Acirend CEOM PLEZF LY ST OFF SLRVICE 7o
A O FrRom AUSTRAL n, 7HUD 7HE Fredr PrArz &5 Pxo 27149
SEMNVIES T2 AUCIiTAAII1A lir S FER ikl ATED B D pvoT 7o Bl fCr-satirdZTa

UNFI 12 mAReH 25 /L5,

P & O. vuwamahip Mactrer budlt 1852




(855

e D]
A el

SYDNEY/,N.S.W. TO SCOTLAND BY PRIVATE SHIP
Sh.r'p Vimerra

.4{) ﬂfé? November 23, 1854. A letter concerning estate matters
= L datelined at Sydney. It was not posted until January 9,

1855 at Sydney, backstamp. Letter is endorsed: per "Vim-
* JA ¥ 9O ¥ eira".

IE;E;E; The private Ship Letter rate was paid by the 3d. Issue
‘4/ ! % ‘TA. of 1854, cancelled by the "dumb" obliterator of Sydney.
- ._), A

The rate did not include any charges due on delivery.
The 3d. Ship Letter rate was restated in manuscript and
deleted.

\ London Times, Monday, April 30. Falmouth: Arrived
' / off the port the Vemeira, from Sydney, for London, land-
Qe / ed mails and passengers. Arrived April 27.

April 28. Transit backstamp at London. Tetter rated
incoming per rates of October 1, 1854, by packet or
private ship from the Australian States at 6d4. per %-oz. This was for
direct mail "via Sydney". Mail "via Marseilles" added 5d. per %-oz.

Transit handstamp of the Caledonian
Railway.

April 29. Tanark, Scotland receiving
2o postmark.

r

-
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Australia to Liverpool by Clipper Ship
"BLACK BALL"LINE
Clipper Ship Champion of the Seas

Champion of the Seas, Capt. Alexander Newlands. Built in 1854 by Donald
McKay, East Boston for James Baines & Co. 2447 tons, 252' x 45.6' beam x
29,2' draft.

October 26, 1855. A letter to London paid 6d. by the Victoria imperf-
orated Issue of 1854. The 6d. rate used here was the result of some con-
fusion. The Post Office Notice rate of October 1, 1854, gave the packet
or private ship rate to Australian States of 6d. This was increased to
1/- by packet and Bd. by private ship to Victoria effective June 20, 1855,
vhich was in turn reduced by Treasury Warrant of November 11, 1855 (after
this letter was posted) to 6d. again. Here, this letter was rated at the
6d. Packet Letter rate of October 1854. The stamp is cancelled by the 1/V
"barred oval" of Melbourne.

October 20. The Sydney mails closed on this date. Champion of the
Seas touched at Melbourne October 26 where this letter went aboard. The
large red "5" credits Britain for 5d., Victoria retained 1d. internal post.
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January 25, 1856. Champion of the Seas
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arrived at the Liverpool Packet Letter Office,
98 days from Sydney.

January 26. London arrival mark.




London Times, Jan. 18, 1856.

AUSTRALIA
Liverpool, Jan. 17

By the arrival of the White Star Royal Mail packet
ship Ben Nevis, Captain Herron, we have advices from
Melbourne to the 16th of October. She left Port Phillip
Heads on the 19th of October, and brought 45,000 ounces
of gold on freight; also a large cargo.

The packet ship Shalimar arrived at Melbourne on the
15th of October; and the Champion of the Seas was to
leave for Liverpool on the 25th of October.

The Ben Nevis having brought a very scanty supply of
newspapers, our summary of intelligence is necessarily
brief. Her advices are 15 days later than those by Donald
M'Kay, which arrived on the 28th ult.

London Times, Jan. 26, 1856, Sat.

AUSTRALIA
Liverpool, Friday.

The royal mail packet ship Champion of the Seas has
arrived with advices from Melbourne of the 27th of October,
188 passengers and 124,000 ounces of gold in freight. She
also brings a large cargo, which includes 1185 bales of wool,
13 bales of sheepskins, 40 casks of tallow, 382 packages of
tin ore, 3120 bags of copper, 3 -‘casks of oil (the produce
of New Zealand), etc.

The packet ship James Baines, with the mails of the
5th of August, arrived at Melbourne after a passage of
77 days from Liverpool.
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"BLACK BALL"AUSTRALIAN LINE
Clippet Ship Champion of the Seas, Sqydney to Liverpool
Cunard Line: R.M.S . Persia,Liverpool to New York
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'"BLACK BALL"AUSTRALIAN LINE
Clipper Ship Champion of the Seas, Sydney to Liverpool
Cunard Line: R. M. S, Persio,? Liuerpool to New York
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October 18, 1855. TLetter datelined at Sydney, New
South Wales and posted unpaid Oct. 20, endorsed: Per
"Champion of the Seas/ Via England. It was charged 6d.
as an outbound packet letter to the U.K. A 1d. credit
was allowed to New South Wales for internal postage.

October 25. Champion of the Seas departed from
Sydney for Liverpool.
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Jan. 25, 1856. Australian Facket backstamp at Liver-
pool, 93 days from Sydney.

London Times, Jan. 26, Sat. AUSTRALIA
Liverpool, Friday

The royal mail packet ship Champion of the Seas has
arrived with advices from Melbourne of the 27th of
October, 188 passengers and 124,000 ounces of gold in
freight. . .

Jan. 26. R.M.S. Persia of the Cunard Line departed
from Liverpool for New York with this letter aboard.

U.S. was debited for: British Service 12¢ (6d.)
Transatlantic 16¢

’13;H\\\ 28¢ (shown in mss.)
,59 o £ Feb. 9. Arrival date of Persia at
TR ] ——s_c
< I'EDB x N.Y. The U.S. Inland charge of 5¢ was
added to the British charges of 28¢ to
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total 33¢, the Oct. 1854 rate for Austr-
alia via British packet.
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Australia to Liverpool by Clipper Ship
AUSTRALIAN "BLACK BALL LINE"

Clipper Ship James Baines

November 24, 1855. A letter paid at Melbourne, Victoria at the 6d.
Packet Letter rate to the U.K.. payment by the Issue of 1854, cancell-
ed by the 1/V of Melbourne. This was during the period whem sailing
clipper ships of the Black Ball Line, White Star Line and others were
carrying mail as contract carriers for the British Government. This was
accasioned by the lapse of the P. & 0. Line's contract after the Crimean
War. Letter is endorsed: pr. James Baines.

November 25. The Black Ball Line's clipper ship James Baines departed
from Melbourne. This ship, built by Donald McKay of East Boston, was
named for the Black Ball Line's owner.
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Q7:“’ VAID "o March 4, 1856. James Baines arrived at Liverpool
LiverfPoL 2 where this letter was passed as a PAID Australian
k_\ﬂr, /} Packet Letter.
-2 [\ '}L_\
“Ac aa
’.—\“\
IR
1) March 5. London arrival mark.
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"BLACK BALL"AUSTRALIAN LINE

Clippe:— Ship L.in'L‘i'rL!'r‘Lq.,SkﬂdﬂQUj to Liverpool

Deean Line':S.S. quh_inq‘tonr SOu'th.CLﬂlp'{“OrL to New York
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Dec. 25, 1855. Letter paid to England only by a 6d. Victoria stamp,
Issue of 1854. Posted at Prahran, Victoria, the adhesive is cancelled
by the "barred oval" of the 2nd type of obliterator of Victoria. The "59" is the
number assigned to Prahran, backstamp. Transit was at Melbourne same day, backstamp.

Dec. 28. Clipper Lightning of the Black Ball Line departed from Melbourne.

,_-9‘{ RA ¢ _ March 24. Lightning arrived at Liverpool, Australian
':3 B — P’ //f;‘ Packet backstamp.
- LLVERSOULZ . March 25. London transit backstamp. The U.S. was
\\ MRZ24 || / (X~  here debited with 12¢, being the entire British

S Bk S/ charge of 6d. (12¢) from Melbourne to Tondon.

ACH The Times, London, Monday March 24. AUSTRALIA.
_pr— LIVERPOOL, Saturday. By the Royal Mail Black Ball clipper Lightning,
7/ (&), \ Captain Enright, advices have been received from Melbourne to the 28th
[« < 3 of December. She brings 12,000 ounces of gold dust, the amount being

&' 75MIR 2 E limited owing to a dispute with the surveyors.
\ 18 56 . The Lightning had received some damage at sea and was held up for a

N short time at Melbourne by the marine surveyors.
March 28. S.S. Washington of the Ocean line had left Bremen March
23, touched at Southampton March 28 for the U.S. mails.

April 12. Washington landed at New York where the
( Exchange Office added 16¢ Sea (American Packet) + 5¢
U.S. inland or 21¢ to the British debit of 12¢ to total
8@3 33¢, the October 1854 rate for Australian mail via
British Packet.
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"BLACK BALL"AUSTRALIAN LINE

(HipperSthLJqHﬂng.S%dneq to Lhmrpool

Donald McKay of East Boston contracted in 1853 to build for James Baines
& Co. four clippers to range in size from 2000 to 2500 tons. The Lightning,
first of these new ships, was launched on the 3rd. of January 1854, When
she crossed from Boston to Liverpool in February she covered 436 miles in
24 hours. Her dimensions: 2083.88 tons, 243' x 42.8' beam x 23' draft.

December 22, 1855. The mails at Sydney closed this day, the
day of sailing of the clipper ship Lightning for Liverpool. This
letter was paid at the 1855 Ship Letter rate of 6d. per %-oz.

by the imperf. "diadem" Issue of 1854. Britain was credited with 5d.,
leaving New South Wales with one penny for internal postage. The stamp
is cancelled by the "dumb" obliterator of Sydney.
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March 22. Arrival stamp at the Liverpool Australian Packet Office.
91 days from Sydney.

March 23. London arrival.
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WHITE STAR LINE
Melbourne to Londorn.. via Cape e Good Hope
Clipper Ship Red Jacket

The White Star Line and the Black Ball Line, both Liverpool sailing clipper
ship lines sailing to Melbourne, had mail contracts to fill the hiatus when
the P. & 0. Line failed to renew the mail contract to Australia following the
Crimean War in 1855. Towards the end of 1856 another steam mail contract
(E.& A. Line) was awarded and the sailing packet contracts lapsed.

R
: "‘ ) /{ 3 |
CLPOST. A h Y - |
e | . ’/(:(_, ;
(s 82 (OA) e
g Sl g .
_3 * JA 5 . 2 L ‘\
\ ‘ N -\ i le e
& 56 ' - / //1 L i.. Q}f(_ﬂ oA
\“\_-——-;” ql |.‘|\ 1'..1'!'-%1

. .
(, a7t

\ ( L- -_f"?-‘ R ? EJ |

e — =5 1\ § Y 3 "

- IO T .y & L . b1 I

N (,( ey o '*f

? - i

=

January 5, 1856. A letter to London posted at Hobart
Town, Tasmania (Van Diemens Land) and paid at the rate of
1853, 4d. per %-o0z. for inland or ship letters. Stamp is the Issue of
1855, inscribed "VAN DIEMENS LAND". This letter was sent by a local
conveyance to Melbourne to meet the track of the White Star Line clipper.

January 5. The clipper ship Red Jacket, Capt. Milward, under post
office contract, sailed from Sydney, N.S.W. and touched at Melbourne,
Victoria, where this letter went on board January 10.

=1 April 8. Red Jacket arrived at Liver-
&' RA, ‘:;,,.--—' pool, AUSTRALIAN PACKET backstamp, 89
> 44 2 days from Melbourne.
STLIVERPOOLZ ,/
AP8 6d. was collected at London on letters
\& A 56[1’{} from Tasmania from October 1, 1854 teo

circa August 1856.
AcKE ¢
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"BLACK BALL" AUSTRALIAN LINE
Clipper Shio Marco Polo, Sydney to Liverpool
COLLINS LINE: U.S.M.S. Baltic, Liverpool to New York

f.'-l'- ]

February 1, 1856. Letter docketed at Auckland, New Zealand. It
went by sailing vessel under cover to Sydney.

March 12. TLetter received into the post at Sydney, backstamp. It was
paid as a Packet Letter to the U.S. at 6d. x 2 by the 6d. gray and the
3d. green, Issue of 1854. The total of 1sh.3d., equivalent to 30¢ U.S.
should have overpaid (by 2¢) this letter to dockside in the U.S. New
South Wales was debited for 1lsh.ld. (1/1 in red), leaving her with 24d.
for internal postage.

March 12. The Black Ball Line clipper ship Marco Polo sailed from
Sydney for Liverpool via the Cape of Good Hope.

June 21. Marco Polo arrived at Liverpool,
94 days from Sydney. Letter noted in red as
AUSTRALIAN PACKET - PAID.

June 22. This letter was improperly handled at
Liverpool. The U.S. should have been credited
with 16¢ transatlantic (American Packet) and the
.S. would collect 5¢ for U.S. Tnland. Instead, the letter
was processed as an unpaid transatlantic letter under the
U.S.-British Treaty of 1848 rate of 24¢ per %-oz.

June 25. Collins Line Baltic departed L'pool, U.S. was
debited for 3¢ British Inland.

July 6. Baltic arrived N.Y. where the 24¢ was due. U.S.
retained 16¢ Sea famerican Packet) + 5¢ U.S. Inland = 21¢.
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S.S. Hellespont ,Melbourne toGalle,Cegylon
P.&0. Line: S.S. Bombay,Galle to Sovez

$.5.Pera, Alexandria te Sovthampton
GEELONG,VICTORIATO LONDON VIA GALLE

This letter was conveyed by both private ship and by contract
packets, but was ultimately rated as a Ship Letter. An article in
the London Times of May 1, 1856, gives the initial routing of this
letter, which is endorsed: p. Hellespont, & Overland Mail.

MELBOURNE, Feb. 16.
I am writing this for the Hellespont, which is advertised to
take the mail to Pointe de Galle. The principal mail is made up
to-day, but as she has not arrived from Sydney I may be able to
add a postscript at a later date.

v, 1856

Feb. 16, 1856. Letter went by S.S. Hellespont as endorsed and paid at the 1 sh.
packet letter rate by Treasury Warrant of June 20, 1855, paid by 2 copies of 6d.Issue
of 1854, imperf. Receiving backstamp at Geelong where the stamps were cancelled by
the "2" of Geelong. Transit backstamp at Melboutne. April 1. Hellespont's mails were
transferred to the P.& O. Line's S.S. Bombay at Galle which went on to Aden April 10-11,
landed at Suez April 17. Mails went across Egypt (Overland Mail) to Alexandria, then on
to Southampton by P.& O.'s S.S. Pera.

Tondon Times, Monday May 5. SOUTHAMPTON, May 3. By the P.& 0. Co.'s screw steam-
ship Pera, Capt. Soy, with the Tndia, China and Mediterranean mail, in charge of Lt.
Robbins, R.N., we have dates from Alexandria April 20, Malta 24...
The Hon. Mr. Dunn, from Van Diemen's Land and the Hon. Mr. For-
long, from Melbourne, who have arrived in Tondon for the purpose of
entering into immediate formation of a steam postal communication
with Australia, were landed from the Pera at Malta, and proceeded
to Pngland through France. fMay 5. Subject to double rate of 8D.
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Royal Charter 1856-59: the voyages, the wreck and the aftermath

by R W Moreton

[Entered for the 1998 Sociely Cup Competition]

One of the products of the age of mid-nineteenth century
technology was the auxiliary steam screw clipper Royal
Charter. Commissioned by Charles Moore & Co of
Liverpool, and built at the Sandycroft Ironworks on the
River Dee, the vessel was sold to Messrs Gibbs, Bright &
Co whilst under construction. Gibbs, Bright were, in effect,
the Eagle Line which was operated through a subsidiary
company, the Liverpool & Australian Steam Navigation
Company. Launched in August 1855 the Royal Charter
was among the first of the clipper ships to be built of iron,
and her fitting out was of the highest quality.

This year 1998 has scen a great deal of publicity
regarding the sinking of the White Star liner Tifanic in mid
Atlantic with horrendous loss of life — a total of 1.490 lives
lost out of 2,201 (67.7%) which set sail in April 1912.
Some 53 years earlier than the loss of 7itanic there was
another major calamity at sea. The loss of the Royal
Charter off the coast of Anglesey in October 1859, The
clipper, homeward bound from Australia to Liverpool, saw
467 lives lost (91.9%) out of approx. 508 people on board,
and was wrecked only 25 yards from the shore.

This article is based on postal history material, but
traces a social history theme emanating from a single letter
in which the corespondent relates the loss of a family
acquaintance in the wreck of the Royal Charter, and my
altempt to illustrate the story from known facts and copics
of archival and other references.

The voyages

Newspapers of the period announced the [forthcoming
maiden voyage to Melbourne (Figure 1). Departing [rom
Liverpool on January 18th 1856 the Royal Charter, Captain
Francis Boyce, was forced to return to Plymouth from the
Bay of Biscay to have her ballast adjusted. Leaving

Gty o s T
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Figure 2. First homeward’ voyage by Cape Hom. Depart Melboume
25/5/1856 — Amive Liverpool 12/8/1856. Handstruck *1" accountancy
mark to denote §th of Victoria ship letter rate credited to GB for a Victoria
subsidised mail contract.

Postal History, No 290

Plymouth on February 16th 1856 she made good speed.
some daily runs exceeding 350 miles. She arrived at
Melbourne on April 16th 1856 after a voyage (albeit from
Plymouth) of 59 days — a point her owners, the Liverpool &
Australian Navigation Company, were quick to publicise.

STEAM to AUSTRALIA; under 60 dazs.-—-EAGLE
LINE.—TheLive 1and Australian Navigation Company’s steam
clipper sai ship ROYAL CHARTER, of 2,719 tons register, 200-horse
power, F, BO C]E. (late of the Eagle,) Commander, will be despatched
for TURNE direct on the 17th January, forwarding passengers
for ey, Adelaide, Hobart Town, &o., Fares from 16 to guineas,
Builp ekpressly for the Company, this vessel combines all the advan-
3 of a steamer with those of & clipper sailing ship, and offers the
only o unity yet presented to the public of certainty in the time re-
uired for the voyage. P ers gre respectfully informed that, as
staimer must be sent to sea punctually to her time, they mustbe
inLiv 1 not later than the15th, their luggage being forwarded on or
before the 12th, All letters and pers must be endorsed * Per
Royal Charter, from Liverpool,” othe they will not be forwarded,
Apply to Gibbs, Bright, and Co., Liverpool ; or Seymour, Peacock, ang
Co., 17, Gracachurch-street, London, Parcels sent to the care of Bright,
B!roAt.-hen_s, and Co., Melbourne, will be carefully forwarded to all parts
p ErLig* * e e DRI %

Figure 1. Advertisement from Times of Janaury 5th 1856 announcing
imminent departure of Royal Charter on her maiden voyage to Melbourne,

One of her passengers on the inaugural round voyage
was an elderly clergyman. mariner and scientist, Dr
William Scoresby (1789-1857). He had been invited by
Gibbs, Bright & Co to investigate the cffect of iron hulls on
marine compasses,  His experiments included using a
compass affixed to the top of a mast to cancel the effect of
the hull on the magnetism, and comparing any bearing with
the clipper’s own compass.

On the return leg of the maiden vovage Roval Charter
departed Melbourne on August 25th 1856 with, amongst
the passengers. Mr Freeman Cobb who was already a well
known name in Australia for his mail coach and transport
interests, On this voyage. and with her next five UK.
bound trips. the Roval Charter also carried bullion from the
goldficlds of Victoria.

Scave dote Reas beey ass 2l la r‘uimg[,.l Tha Cortacie. of

Figure 3. First ‘homeward’ voyage from South Australia via Melbourne.
As no mail contract existed between NSW, SA and GB, any mail was
treated as by private ship and prepaid ship letter rate shared equally. Hence
accountancy mark ‘3" found from either colony.
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mail by the Royal Charter. Homeward bound mail has been
seen from the first voyage (from Victoria, NSW and South
Australia), and second and third voyages; each cover duly
endorsed Royal Charter. As the later voyages were in the
period 1857-59 when the European & Australian Royal
Mail Navigation Company held the mail contract, it is not
known whether mail was carried on the fourth, fifth and
(final) sixth voyages.

The first and second homeward voyages show use of the
mail contract between Victoria and the UK authorities.
Covers by both sailings show accountancy markings of ‘1d’
(or multiples thereof) denoting one sixth of the prepaid ship
letter rate (6d per “%0z) credited to UK for a vesscl
subsidised by Victoria (Figure 2). Of interest are covers
addressed to the UK originating from NSW and South
Australia routed through Melbourne and endorsed ‘per
Royal Charter’. These show handstruck ‘3d’ marking to
denote equal division of the prepaid ship letter rate for mail
by a ‘Private Ship’ ie- with no mail contract between these
two colonies and the UK (Figure 3).

by the third homeward voyage. rrom the demuse of the
clipper ship era in February 1857 — the clippers being
requisitioned for the flect assembled for transport for the
Indian Mutiny - increasingly less use is seen of
endorsements for mail to be carried by specific private
vessels. Mail for carriage by the E&ARMCo, and later
P&QO, were usually endorsed.

The wreck

The Royal Charter had established a fine reputation for the
reliability of her voyages, and the luxury of her
accommodation. First and second class passengers paid
between 75-100 guineas and 25-30 guineas respectively.
Third class fare was between 16-20 guinecas. Children
under 12 were half fare, babies travelled free but dogs were
charged £5. For the sixth homeward voyage the official
‘Passengers’ List’ bearing cach name, age and occupation
of those who were to lake passage was agreed, and signed
by the new Master, Captain Thomas Taylor. on August
24th 1859.
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Figure 4. Third *homeward’ voyage. Depart Melbourne 12/8/1857 -
Arrive Liverpoal 17/10/1857. No accountancy mark as this was aller the
expiry of the Intergovernmental accountancy mark period 1855-57

The cargo of gold bullion for this vovage had been
stowed. each mahogany box having been checked by the
Master and Australian customs officials. Captain Taylor
had been given a receipt for the entire cargo of gold
totalling £322.440. The true value of the gold aboard will
never be known as many of the 396 passengers returning to
Liverpool had made considerable fortunes in the gold
diggings of Victoria. Of the 173 persons on board who
were listed as ‘miners’, 164 were unmarricd with an
average age of 29.9yrs. The youngest miner on the
Passengers’ List was an English youth — 12 yecar old "H.
Green’. The oldest was 60 year old Irishman *Mr Murray’.
The crew were stated to number 112.

The Melbourne *Argus’ newspaper on August 25th 1859
reported the departure of Royal Charter on that date. and
also lists the ‘Exports’ due to go on the steamer. These
include 23 boxes of sovereigns and 87 packets of gold. The
paper also carried a Melbourne Post Office Notice to the
effect that “Mail to go by the Royal Charter will close at
5.30pm’. It therefore seems likely that mail was indeed

44

Figure 5. Copy ol a contemporary print showing departure ol the Royal
Charter from Melboume on its sixth and linal vovage in 1859,

carried by this sailing — a fact thought to be a possibility but
nol proven.

Departing Melbourne on  August 25th 1859 Roval
Charter started her sixth and what turned out to be her final
voyage. By October 24th 1859, and after an uneventful
voyage round Cape Horn. the Roval Charter was off the
southern coast of Ireland having taken just 60 days. Off
Queenstown at 1.30pm. Royal Charter hove-to for three
hours to allow 11 passengers to disembark on the pilot boat
‘Petrel’.  Some passengers wrote letters for posting at
Queenstown, to advise relatives and friends of their safe
passage and arrival in home waters. Several such letters
have been recorded — although their present whereabouts is
not known. One was written by young Fred Foster (the
only midshipman on the Roval Charter), Another, by
Joseph Robinson to his sister, and one from Mrs Edwin
Fowler to a friend in Ircland. No record has been found of
the existence of bulk Australian mail which could have
come ashore at Queenstown on the ‘Petrel”,

Postal History, No 290
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Off Bardsey Island the steam tug United Kingdom came
alongside and passed aboard some newspapers. Eleven
men also transferred from the tug; they had been employed
as riggers taking a vessel from Liverpool to Cardiff and
were anxious for a speedy return home. The Captain
agreed to their passage.

The steam Clipper slowed opposite Holyhead Harbour to
enable the passengers a sight of the new steamship Great
Eastern — the 19,000 ton vessel built by Brunel. The wind
had strengthened to near gale force, but rather than put in
to Holyhead the Captain pushed ahead for the port of
Liverpool. Royal Charter was an ocean going steamer of
fame and repute — she had nothing to fear from any gale.
Capt. Taylor intended picking up the pilot boat which
patrolled off Point Lynas (north Anglesey), and by late
afternoon Royal Charter was three miles off Anglesey and
turning towards Liverpool Bay.

There was little warning of the tempest that was fast
approaching. The northward bound hurricane had already
devastated the south-west of Britain. A total of 113 ships
were to be lost and another 90 driven ashore. hundreds of
people died (later estimated at 800) and the landscape
battered. Winds of 100 mph whipped the scas into
mountains, and from 11pm with the wind direction turning
from SE to ENE to NE, the Royal Charter with only a
200HP engine to maintain steerage was doomed. The blue
signal lights and rockets sent up were scen. and the lifc boat
station at the village of Moelfre was alerted.  The
mountainous seas and adverse (on-shore) wind and tide
prevented any launching of the life boat powcred only by
04rs.

Royal Charter finally went ashore at 3.30am on
Wednesday QOctober 26th 1859. Dawn began to break at
about 6am, and those on deck realised that the vessel was
only 25 yards off shore. Alas, the breakers sweeping 100
feet in to the air as they crashed onto the limestone ridge on
which the vessel was held, there seemed to be no escape.

Figure 6. The wreck of the Royal Charter on the coast of Anglesey, near
Moelfre, 5 miles from Point Lynas Lighthouse. Taken from the Supplement
to *The Illustrated London News’ of November 5th 1859,
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At the height of the storm at about 5.30am, Anglescy
villager Thomas Hughes was helping his neighbour Mesach
Williams repair the roof of his cottage. Through the
driving rain Hughes saw the Royal Charter beached and
stranded. He summoned help from other Moelfre villagers
and the ‘28 men of Moelfre’ were instrumental in saving
the lives of 41 peaple.

A twenty-nine year old Maltese secaman named Joseph
Rodgers (also known as Joie Rodriguez) volunteered o Lry
and swim to the shore with a line. This he eventually did —
earning himself a place in history as the ‘Hero of the Royal
Charter Gale’. A Bosun's Chair was soon rigged between
ship and shore to allow rescues to take place. A huge wave
swept away the officer controlling the anxious passengers
trying to get to the Chair, and some of the riggers who had
come aboard at Bardsey Island used it to effect their own
safety. One of those to escape death and reach shore by this
method was the ship’s carpenter (William Foster) who had
been ordered to do so by the Captain, thus to assist the
villagers with the shore end of the line supporting the
Bosun's Chair.

The Roval Charter. battered by the unrelenting seas,
soon broke in two. Many passengers and crew were tossed
in to the boiling surf to be pounded on the rocky shore.
Many were drowned due to the weight of gold carried about
their person in money-belts and wallets. The ship’s papers
were lost in the wreck so it was never exactly established
how many passengers and crew were aboard. Some 396
passengers had gone aboard at Melbourne of whom 11 had
left at Queenstown. The crew were said to number 112,
plus the 11 riggers who had boarded at Bardsey. The forty-
one survivors oul of approx. 508 on board were all malc,
and included 18 passengers, 18 crew and 5 of the riggers.
None of the ship’s ofTicers survived.

When the severity of the wreck became known. the
Beaumaris Custom House agent, Mr W H Smith, arrived lo
take charge and issued receipts for the valuables recovered
by the local inhabitants. A party of 30 Royal Marines
under Lt Robilliard RN were sent from HMS Hastings al
Birkenheuad to safeguard the property recovered, and locals
who assisted the authorities were issued with coloured arm
bands to denote their official status, The strong room of the
Roval Charter had been smashed open due to the pounding
the vessel had received. and gold coins and ingots were
flung on the shore. Many a fortune was acquired that early
stormy morning by the villagers of Moelfre, causing awful
suspicion that the villagers had pilfered gold from the
bodies of those who had drowned. Anglesey Quarter
Sessions later saw four persons convicted for theft of
property. although none were residents of Moelfre. One
was 14 vear old William Parry who was sentenced to two
weeks imprisonment.

One of the surviving members of the crew was the ship’s
carpenter William Foster. He wrote a letter to his wife
reassuring her as to his survival, His letter was one of
several published in the newspapers (both local and with
national readership) of the time. [t is not recorded what the
future had in store for William Foster — perhaps with no
other trade to turn to he would have returned to the sea and
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carned his living on the Australia run. It is also probable
that Foster came from the area around Liverpool — most of
the crew did. The writer has acquired a cover of 1871,
from NSW and addressed to ‘Mrs Wm Foster” at an
address in Manchester. It is not proved whether this letter
was sent to the wife of Wm Foster of the Royal Charter.

Many of those rescued were given shelter in the
spartan homes of the local villagers. At a recent book fair
a dealer told the writer that in the early 1980s he had sold
a letter written by a survivor of the wreck to the villager
who had given him refuge in his humble cottage.

The bodies recovered from the wreck or found washed
up on the shore were taken to the nearby Church at
Llanallgo to await identification and burial. The Rector,
Stephen Roose Hughes, paid the villagers 10/- (30 pence)
for every body recovered. The Rector’s brother, Rev
Hugh Robert Hughes, who had the Parish adjoining
Llanallgo at Penrhoslligwy assisted in the burial services.
At the final count 220 bodies were buried on Angleseyv;
140 were mterred at Llanallgo and Llancugrad with a
further 80 buried in 13 other parishes around the coastline
of Anglesey.

By Saturday October 29th , a tug (known locally as a
‘lump”) with divers aboard was moored over the wreck
site, and salvage opefations commenced. There was much
adverse criticism that the divers were emploved more to
find the gold than to recover the bodics, bul their activities
were constrained by the inclement weather conditions.

When the news of the wreeck became more widespread.
many people wrote to the local vicar — the Rev Hughes at
Llanallgo — sceking assistance in tracking rclatives and
fricnds, and also making enquirics about property that may
have been recovered. In all the Recior, his wilc. her
widowed mother and her two sisters helping. wrote 1.073
letters in response Lo enquirics.

Charles Dickens visited the wreck site at Mocllre in
late December 1859, and described his experience in a
booklet The Uncommercial Traveller published m 1860 -
the year he wrote 4 Tale of Two Cities. It has recently
been ascertained that a family coming home on the Royval
Charter had a direct link with Dickens. Pcter and
Georgina Hogarth and family had cousins called Kate and
Georgina who were respectively the wile and mistress of
the author. The Hogarths had emigrated to the Victoria
goldfields in 1852 but, failing to make their fortunes, they
had decided to return to England. The entirc (amily
perished in the wreck It is probable that Dickens was
aware of the return of the family through his relations.
Dickens was impressed with the humanity shown to the
bodies of those recovered, and the pains taken to record
the identifying features and dress of the deccased before
consigning the coffins to a single numbered grave.
Unidentified bodies were interred in groups of four coffins
to a grave.

The Coroner’s Inquest commenced in the school near
Llanallgo Church on Wednesday November 2nd 1839,
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with an interpreter for the benefit of the mainly non
English-speaking jury. Amid statements and cross-
examination the eventual verdict was that the disaster had
been due to “pure accident’ and that the allegation that
Capt Taylor had been drunk was totally refuted. A formal
Board of Trade enquiry commenced at Liverpool on
November 15th 1839.

One of the luckiest passenger survivors was James
Dean, a miner originally from Wigan. He had spent three
years on the Victoria goldfields, and had his fortune in the
form of a bank draft which he kept in the waterproof belt
about his waist. Most of his fellow miners, with their
riches in the form of sovereigns, bullion bars and nuggets
held in body belts, went to a watery grave. Dean made an
annual pilgrimage to Moelfre for the next 36 years of his
life as thanksgiving for his survival. His descendants kept
up his tradition for more than a hundred vyears.

By January 1860, the various reports indicated that all
but £30,000 of the original £322 440 had been recovered.
The sum handed to the official Receiver of Wreck as
cmanating [rom passenger’s personal  property  was
£1.200. Much of this figure was forfeit to the Crown
being from sources not identified. Such was the apparent
shortage of valuables found on the shore that the
Chairman ol Quarter Scssions. Mr John P Williams of
Treffos, had to take extra measures to protect the share
expeeted due to the County of Anglesey to offsct the
sudden and unplanned expenditure i the cost of burying
the dead. A clerk was sceretly despatched to tour the
surrounding parishes to clicit information about evidence
of sudden wealth among the villagers.

The aftermath

The writer has a letter which has a close association with
the wreek. and the resulting loss of life. [t was written by
onc Harriet Arbee from the village of Cottenham, necar
Cambridge, on November 28th 1839, to her brother living
at Union Ville, Ohio, America, It includes one relevant
paragraph:

‘No doubt you remember Ann Norman of the Red Lion
and her husband going lo Australia. her husband was
drowned there, and she was coming home with her two
children in the ship called the Roval Charter which was
bound for Liverpool when she wrecked on the Irish coast
with 300 on board. and only 30 yards from shore, but
only a few escaped a watery grave. Amongst the lost we
are sorry to sav is Mrs Norman and her two children, but
her bodyv has been found and her brother John is gone
after it.  Therefore many people in Cottenham are
enveloped in mourning .
The “Passengers™ List” of Rayval Charter (August 24th
1839) contains the following entry:

‘Mrs Norman, age 36, Fred age 4, and | infant’
The Arbee letter states that Mrs Norman was returning
home after the death of her husband in Australia. Perhaps
it would be reasonable to suppose that the widow would
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be dressed in mourning clothes for the benefit of her
relations waiting to greet her arrival.

The North Wales Chronicle for November [7th 1839
carried a letter from the Receiver of Wreck denoting
certain bodies recovered the previous day. Amongst them
was:

‘... a female in half mourning dress, no mark on linen,
wearing a wedding ring, and it is stated that in this
unfortunate case two lives have been sacrificed ...
Perhaps this was the body of the Mrs Ann Norman. The
bodies of the children were not found.

The Cambridge Independent Press for November 19th
1859 announced that ‘Mr Norman, son of Mr Norman,
Farmer, had been accidentally drowned near North
Grafton in New South Wales’. It further stated ‘The
disconsolate widow intended to return with her two
children to her native country as soon as she could settle
her affairs’. The report comments on the coincidence that
the Passengers’ List of the Royal Charter included the
name of ‘Mrs Norman and two children’ and leads the
editor to assume that the two were the same. [t also noted
‘she was known to have a particular and delicate reason
for wishing to reach home as soon as possiblet.

In the book The Wreck of the Royal Charter steam
Clipper by A &J K (1860) the authors describe a visit to
the site, and note their observations. They saw how the
Rev Hughes at Llanallgo recorded the dress and
characteristics of each body recovered, and such entry was
made in a Register.

Onc such entry in the Register was:
No.64. Female, enciente (pregnant), age 32. had on
black silk Jacket and black stockings ',

Of passing interest is some history of the Norman
Family and the ‘Red Lion™ at Cottenham. *The Tiger™ first
became a public house in 1724 when the property was
sold to John Sparke, a Cambridge brewer.  Various
licensees had the Inn until it was bought by Gotobeds,
brewers of Trumpington Street, Cambridge, in 1803, The
name changed to “Red Lion’ in 1820. In June 1830 the
inn was sold to Mrs Alice Norman of Cotlenham. who ran
it with her son Richard until he died in 1868. The silc of
the original inn was between 90-100 High Streel, and was
recently demolished to make way for the building of
residential flats known as Sames Court.

Local records show that William Norman. son of
William Norman, Farmer, married Ann Norman, daughter
of Richard Norman, Farmer, on November 19th 1833 at
All Saints Church in Cottenham. The Rey S. Banks
officiated. (Richard N. was the same person who assisted
his Mother, Alice, run the Red Lion).

From research in Australia it is established that the
newly married Mr & Mrs William Norman were in
Melbourne by March 1854. On March 10th 1854 they
took passage from Melbourne on the coastal stcamer
London, 680 tons, Capt W. Watts, to arrive in Sydney on
March 13th 1854. (The records show that 244 immigrants
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were carried on this voyage). The Norman’s were denoted
as ‘Unassisted Arrivals’ indicating they had paid their
own passage to Australia.

Nothing much is heard of the Norman Family in New
South Wales, nor how or why they migrated further north
to the scttlement of Grafton, between Sydney and
Brisbane, and near the present border with what is now
Queensland.  The next information about the family;
taken from the NSW Pioneers Index 1788-1888, records
the birth of a daughter — ‘Mary A.” - to the Normans in
1858. The birth was registered at Grafton. There is no
record of the birth of a son Frederick who would have
been born in 1855.

The death of William Norman at North Grafton, NSW,
‘by accidental drowning® would have resulted in an
Inquest. Although the “Index for NSW Inquests for 1859°
exists, and the surname *Norman’ appears in the Index
(No. 340), the individual. report on the inquest of William
Norman has not survived in the NSW Archives. He is
reported to have died on May 3rd 1839. It has not been
possible to ascertain details of the incident which resulted
in the death of William Norman, nor to establish what
form of business he was engaged in during his time in the
Colony.

The Dissenter’s Cemectery at Cottenham (for those
deecased nol having been baptised) has a grave stone
(Grave 382, row 6) inscribed:

In Memaory of Willicm Norman
Barn Sept 1st 1800 Died July 24th 1869
also his wife Mary Norman who died in her 33rd year
also of
William Norman their son
who drowned in Australia age 30
and his wife and 2 children who were drowned in
the Roval Charter’
Qctober 26th 1839.

The deaths in Cottenham reported in the Arbee letter as
being “duce to fever” were the result of several epidemics of
tvphoid to cause havoc in the village. The period 1857-85
was particularly bad. and this led to the provision of a
proper piped supply of clean water, such a luxury only
previously available through a “waler cart delivery™ which
came round four times a week. Buckets were left outside
front doors to await the delivery, and contemporary prints
of the village often show these buckets.

The Public Record Office, Kew, London, has copies of
correspondence referring to the recovery of bodies of the
drowned and their property. On February 6th 1860 the
Secretary of the Board of Trade replied to a Mr Emerson
Norman (brother of Ann Norman) of Oxford Street,
Norwich. He was enquiring as to the recovery of the
wedding ring of his sister, and was asked by the Board of
Trade to complete a claim form to ensure its secure return.

Lelters regarding Mrs Norman were also received from
a Mrs Norman of Norwich, the Rev S. Banks of
Cottenham and a Mr Thorp of St. Ives, Huntingdon, all
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seeking some family papers that Mrs Ann Norman was
thought to have had in her possession at the time of the
wreck. No such documents were recovered.
(Unfortunately the original letters to which these replies
referred have not survived at the PRO). One can only
surmise exactly what was the importance of the “papers’,
but it may have involved property in Australia.

According to Lloyds of London, 91% of the value of
the insured bullion cargo was recovered by the end of
January 1860. A further two years was spent salvaging
the brass and iron from the wreck, and as late as 1873
some 500 sovereigns were found embedded in the hulk.
Even later, in October 1906 , attempts were made to
salvage any remaining bullion by dredging the sea bed but
it is reported that this endeavour resulted in one sovercign
and three silver spoons.

.Meteorological forecasting was very much in its
infancy in the 1850s. In 1853 Admiral Sir Robert Fitzrov
had been asked to form a Meteorological Dcpartment to
consolidate weather reports from light-houses and
coastguard stations. After the result of "The Roval
Charter Gale’, Sir Robert produced a retrospective
forecast for the period of the storm. The PRO has the
original 4ft x 4ft maps showing wind dircction and
strength. The collating of this data formed the basis of
weather forecasting prior to the use of satellites.

As an aside to the main issue, the Northern Daily
Times of November 17th 1859 carricd an advertisement
extolling the virtues of the “Storm at Liverpool’, a
pamphlet by Messrs Espey & Danson. This illustrated the
weather situation prevailing on January 6th 1839 when an
unforescen storm hit Liverpool Bay. The advertisement
states that a copy of the pamphlet was handed in to the
offices of James Baines & Company on May 21st 1839
for attention of Capt Taylor prior to the departurc of Roval
Charter on her sixth outward voyage. It is not known
whether Capt Taylor saw the document, nor his comments
as to its relevance.

The cost of under-writing the burials of those
unfortunates who drowned in the wreck was borne,
initially, by the Anglesey County Authority. It was a legal
obligation of every parish to bury the drowned cast on its
shore. {48 Geo. iii.,c 175} The high cost involved
resulted in Anglesey claiming reimbursement from the
Board of Trade, which in turn had to seck monics [rom the
Treasury. A summary of the financial aspects showed:
Cost of burials due to Anglesey County £435-10-0;
Monies recovered from bodies and on shore £1210-4-3;
Sum paid for salvage services, plus sums claimed by
relatives of the dead with due right £1023-7-11: lcaving a
balance remaining of £184-16-6. (The correspondence
concerning this matter was still ongoing in July 1861 —
some two years after the disaster, but eventually Anglesey
were credited with the balance).
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A Memorial Stone was erected on the cliff over-
looking the site of the wreck. It was raised by public
subscription, and unveiled by Lord Boston on September
19th 1935. One of those present was Capt Henry Hughes,
son of Thomas Hughes who had been one of the first men
to reach the wreck, and was ‘one of the 28 men of
Moelfre’. Capt Hughes brought along to the ceremony
certain relics including the ships bell from Royal Charter,
on which he “brought up the watch’ by ringing eight bells.

As late as 1970 interesting discoveries were still being
made. A brass button inscribed ‘Liverpool & Australian
Navigation Company’ was found in a rock crevice, and a
few years earlier a trawler had brought up a plate bearing
the same device.

As a finale to this study — part Postal History : part
Social History — is the story of the ‘Scoresby Chair’. As
mentioned carlier, Dr William Scoresbv MA, DD, FRS,
had been mvited on the maiden return voyage to study the
effect of iron hulls on marine compasses. After Royal
Charter was wrecked, Gibbs, Bright & Co had a chair
made from timber salvaged from the wreck designated to
the memory of Dr Scoresby who had died in 1857, The
Chair was presented to his widow in 1861, and placed in
St Mary’s Church, Whitby, in 1922 where it rests to this
day.
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Mr R.R. Williams (Anglesey)
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1854
"BLACK BALL"LINE
Clipper Shup James Baines

Clipper Ship James Baines. Built in the East Boston yard of

Donald McKay, at 2515 tons, she was the largest sailing ship
afloat at the time. She made only four trips to Australia for
her namesake, owner of the Liverpool Black Ball Line, before
being completely burned out in Huskisson Dock on 22nd April 1858.

The above view is from the port side in the Mersey, lying to
her anchor with sails abkack, embarking passengers from a steam
lighter.

From a lithograph by
T. Picken after the
original painting by
Samuel Walters.

A. White photo.
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GORE'S GENERAL ADVERTISER, Liverpool, Dec. 25, 1856
Australia &C.
NOTICE

The ships of this Line have made the following passages quicker
than have ever been accomplished by any ship or steamer in the world:-

Liverpool to Melbourne, Melbourne to Liverpool

Liverpool to Melbourne and back to Liverpool

(not including detention abroad)

Liverpool to Melbourne and back to Liverpool
. (including detention abroad)
PASSAGE MONEY & 14 AND UPWARDS

"BLACK BALL" LINE
of
BRITISH AND AUSTRALIAN EX-ROYAL MAIL PACKETS
To the consignment of MACKAY, BAINES and Co.

Sailing from Liverpool on the 5th of each month
For MELBOURNE

Conveying goods to GEELONG, forwarding passengers to all parts in

AUSTRALIA, TASMANIA and NEW ZEALAND
At Ship's expense.

Ship Tonnage Capt, Date
JAMES BAINES 2515 M'DONNELL 5th Jan,
WAVERLEY 730 ROSS 12th Jan.
LIGHTNING 2090 ENRIGHT 5th Feb,
OCEAN CHIEF 1095 TOBIN 5th March
MARCO PCOLO 1265 CLARKE 5th April

The above Line is composed of
The LARGEST, THE FINEST AND THE FASTEST MERCHANT SHIPS IN THE WORLD

PACKET OF THE FIFTH JANUARY
Receiving goods to the 30th instant, if not previously full,
The magnificemt clipper ship
JAMES BAINES
CHARLES M'DONNELL, Commander;

2515 tons register, 5000 tons burthen. This vessels maiden
voyage from Liverpool to Melbourne of sixty-three days, was the
quickest ever made by any sailing ship or steamer in the world.
She was built expressly for this Line by the celebrated Donald
M'Kay of Boston, builder of the Lightning, Champion of the Seas,
Great Tasmania, &c. Her accommodations surpass in comfort and
splendour any other ship in the trade, — For terms apply to the
owners, JAMES BAINES & Co., 6, Cook-street.

All risks of river craft and lighterage to be borne by the
shippers,







GORE'S GENERAL ADVERTISER, Liverpool, Nov. 26, 1857,

The LIVERPOOL and AUSTRALIAN NAVIGATION COMPANY'S

celebrated steam clippers in conjunction with the EAGLE LINE OF

PACKETS Are dispat ched monthly -

To the consignment of BRIGHT BROTHERS and Co.
Melbourne

The celebrated steam clipper ROYAL CHARTER will sail on the 7th
January 1858.

This noble vessel is celebrated for having made three successive
passages to Melbourne in fifty-nine, sixty-four and sixty-two days,
and for having performed her last voyage out and home in the un-
precedentedly short time of five months 8 days including her stay
there of 26 days.

Bills of Lading may be had of MESSRS. TURNER and DUNNEIT, 4,
James-street,
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THE EUROPEAN & AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL COMPANY

S.S. Simla, Sydney to Suez via Galle
Chartered sailing ship Scamander, Alexandria to Liverpool

6th Homebound Voyage

e —— 4O N~
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April 9, 1857. A registered letter posted at Orange,
New South Wales. The 6d. packet letter rate to the U.X.
was paid by the 14., 3d4. and 2d. imperforate Issue of
1856. The 6d. registry fee was paid by the special
registration stamp, Issue of 1856.

April 13. Letter in transit at Sydney. It just miss-
wd the sailing of E. & A.'s S.S. Columbian, which had departed from Sydney
on April 11 on the 4th homebound voyage of the Line. The 5th northbound
E. & A. voyage was that of the Oneida which departed from Sydney May 5
directly for Southampton via Cape Horn under sail, her engines being in
need of repairs. Oneida arrived at Southampton on August 27, 1857. While
she carried some mails specifically endorsed to her, registered mail was
not entrusted to her. This letter was held for the next regular overland
¢+ i.e. across Egypt, sailing of the Line.

The May sailing of the E. & A, steamship was:

S5.5. Simla: Sydney May 25 Galle June 22-23
Melbourne 28-30 Aden July 4-6
King George'sSd. Jun.5-6 Suez 12,

At Alexandria there was no E. & A. vessel on station to carry the mails
forward and no P. & 0. steamer was available. The British Consul at Alex-
andria, in order to expedite the mails, chartered the sailing ship Scamander
to carry the English mails to Liverpool via Malta. The "Via Marseilles"
letters were to be transferred to the E. & A. S.S. Cambria to deliver %o
Marseilles. The "Via Southampton" mails went on to Liverpool per Scamander.

af:‘"- ﬁ“} "‘: z

August 1. Scamander arrived at Liverpool

>’ {é’ via Malta (ca. July 22). Letter from i
% LIVEQRPOGLZ this non-contract (but chartered) sailing 7/
\ \-&{} I L} was accepted as being from am Australian f///
VN o s W Packet per the Liverpool receiv-
\‘EQ::;{f‘i ing backstamp.
Ter®

August 3. Birmingham arrival
backstamp. 6d. packet letter
charge due from the recipient.
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THE EUROPEAN & AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL COMPANY
S$.S. Simla, Sydney to Suez via Galle.

Chartered sailing ship Scmander, Alexandria to Liverrool
6th Homeward Voyage
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LIVERPOOL AND AUSTRALIAN NAVIGATION COMPANY

Steam Clipper Ship Royal Charter

. January 12, 1857. Letter paid at Melbourne, Vict-
UL“ﬂy ; oria at the Post Office Guide Packet Letter rate of
> S 6d., effective May 1856, direct to Liverpool from the
y ~Jﬁ;f;2 N Australian States via the Cape of Good Hope. Payment
Lﬂ9333?§? is by a strip of 3 of the 3d. imperforate Issue of

June 1854 (S.G. 36) lithographed by Campbell & Ferg-

usson. This copy is from a worn stone. This issue
has been dubbed "Queen on Throne", actually the "Throne" is the "Coronat-
ion Chair". Letter is endorsed: per Royal Charter.

January 10. The homeward bound mails to be conveyed by the Royal Charter
closed at Sydney on January 10. This letter, postmarked at Melbourne (back-
stamp), was picked up by the Royal Charter at her call there. One penny
was credited to Great Britain as the Royal Charter was under contract to
Victoria at this time.

B
-

, April 12. The 2719 ton iron steam clipper ship

7 Royal Charter arrived at Liverpool. This letter was
passed as PAID by the Australian Packet Office. She
was 92 days out of Sydney via the Cape of Good Hope.

April 14. Dublin arrival backstamp.
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VICTORIA TO FRANCE PER PRIVATE SHiP VIA LONDON
Sh@ qu Phﬂug
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July 25, 1857. A letter fully paid to France under the May 1856
rates. The rate from Victoria to Britain was 6d. per %-o0z., whether
by packet or private ship (here by private ship as no packet service
was in effect at this time) plus 4d4. per %-oz. Britain to France.

The 10d. total rate was made up by 2 copies of the 3d. imperf. Issue
of 1850 (C & F stone B half-lengths) plus the 4d. Fmblem Issue of 1857.
Letter is endorsed: p King Phillip, via London.

October 16. The King Phillip arrived at London, 84 days from Mel-
bourne, London arrival PAID handstamp. France was credited with 4d.,
equivalent to 40 centimes.

October 16. TFrench entry mark at
Calais, Ambulant (Railway), entering
from ANGL. (Angleterre = England.)

Octohber 17. Paris transit and
railroad transit backstamps (day
trains (oetaqgen centers) trace the
route of this letter.
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