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The S$.S. President sailed from Liverpool on this date on her
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July 31, 1840. Letter headed at

\ﬁﬁ'LJ:]‘;»I Manchester, England and endorsed: per
> (B T & President. It was paid at the 8d.
Iy = = British Ship Letter rate in effect
l 0 I in Britain from 1840.

fj, 1240 < August 1. Transit Ship Letter

il 7 _ handstamp at Liverpool, the British
'_é'iq X port of the British & American Steam

maiden voyage. In all, she made only 2 round voyages as she went

missing on her 3rd return voyage from New York March 11, 1841l.
lives were lost.

August 17. President arrived at New York,
N.Y. SHIP transit mark August 18. This letter

"?/C{ﬂ\ was rated, N.Y. to Boston, at the Act of 1825,

) _fﬁ-\ rate of 18-3/4¢ for a single letter conveyed
3 2l ~ 150 to 400 miles plus 2¢ Ship Letter charge =
AUG 20-3/4¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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BRITISHA&A AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.S. President Maiden meuqe

The 2366 ton wooden paddle steamer President made only two round
voyages, Liverpool - New York. On her 3rd return voyage from N.Y.
March 11, 1841, she went missing with the loss of 136 lives.
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T B uly ’ . etter posted a irmingham, Eng-
E s J 31, 1840 Lett ted at Birmingh E
" g"./“; land and endorsed: p President Steamer. It was paid

at the Ship Letter rate of 8d. (red manuscript,)
. e Birmingham to Liverpool, the latter being the port
l 1AU 1 ) city of the British & American Steam Navigation Co.

'th_ I__ . August 1. Transit backstamp at Liverpool as a
Lo PN Ship Letter. The President sailed this date for
: New York on her maiden voyage.

August 17. President arrived at New York. The
5 letter was there rated at the U.S. rate of 6¢ for a
Y single Ship Letter addressed to the port of entry,
i/,//// this charge shown in manuscript.




1840
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

British & American Blue Swallow Tail Line
Steam No.viqo.'[-ion Co. N.Y. to Liverpool
S.S. Precident Packet Ship Roscoe




1840
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

British & Ametican Bloe Swallow Tail Lina

Steam Navigation Co.
S.S. Presiden +t

‘ , T AUG 5 J j? AlLD
g p S

Q27 & g:%f

Ni¥. to Liverpool
Packet Ship Roscoe

August 27, 1840, This letter was posted at Charleston, S.C.
and paid at the Act of March 3, 1825, rates at 25¢ for a single
letter going over 400 miles, Charleston to New York. It was
endorsed "President" indicating it was to go to Liverpool aboard
the 5,5, President of the British & American Steam Navigation Co.
This routing required payment of 25¢ Freight Money to B. & A.
Steam Nav, Co, which was paid in cash to the postmaster at
Charleston who forwarded the Freight Money on to New York with
the letter. Hence, the "25" was struck twice showing that inland
25¢ + Freight Money 25¢ had both been paid,

o Sept. 3. The letter arrived
{;k'ﬁffﬁxh *T.C)w- 1 ;\'T"f4 at N.Y, Sept. %3, but the British
ey A\ s " steamer President, Capt. Fayrer,

L e g8 had cleared N.Y. Aug. 31 and
\& SEF sailed Sept. 1 from Wadsworth & Smith, on schedule
X :3 for Liverpool, This letter was marked with the
b £ 83 possibly unique New York "TOO LATE" in red indicat-
ing that it did not arrive at N.Y. in time for the
sailing of the President,

Sept. 5, The Packet Ship Roscoe, Capt. Huttleston, of the Blue
Swallowtalil Line cleared at the port of New York this date at 19
East River dock of Grinnell, Minturn & Co, for Liverpool.

T “RPOOL Sept. 29. Roscoe arrived at Liver-

'JTVTZ;{_ pool and letter rated at the standard

S}iIPJLETTTTEK. 8d. rate for an incoming packet letter.,
Backstamped at Liverpool "SHIP LETTER",

Sept. 30. Dated boxed backstamp at
Glasgow. Letter, addressed to Greenock,

GLASGOW
Z0OSE1I840

to Glasgow where it received three marks,

_jé, including the interesting
] "MISSENT TO GLASGOW" handstamp
- B oS - 7 on the face. 8d. included for-
\;!\\"DS EN /[GLASG 5‘\ warding on to Greenock.
T0 SEP 30
&g -\
C14560"

N.B. (North Briton), was erroneously sent
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.S. President Maiden Vo«.io.qe_,ﬁeforn

President made only two round voyages, being lost on
her third return voyage from New York. Her voyages were:

Depart L'pool Arr. N.Y. Dep. N.Y. Arr. L'pool

Aug. 1, 1840 Aug. 17 Sept. 1# Sept. 17

Ot 1 Oct, 18 Nov. 2 (returned NY. Nov.9)
Nov.1l0 Nov. 27

Febh. 10, 1841 Mar. 3,'41 Mar.10 (went missing).

Aug. 31, 1840.
Letter docketed at
New York and end-

orsed: pr.President
Steamer. President
was launched Dec. 7,
1839, and made her

lst crossing,Liver- if?y" r ;f!,& \~

pool to N.Y. Aug.l, i i |
1840, On this .LIVQ# AR t i
passage she was -

making her 1lst iy
return voyage, de-
parting from N.Y. ; 150k
Sept. 1, this let- / F /ympf%fr /dr?.zr_gd
ter aboard her. The -
letter was handed
directly to the
purser of the
steamer.

LIVERPOOL
SHIP LETTER

Sept. 17. President arrived at Liverpool and this
Ship Letter handstamp was struck on the reverse.

Sept. 18. Letter arrived at London, arrival back-
stamp. It was rated at 8d., the standard British Ship
Letter rate after 1840. This rate included delivery to
anywhere in the United Kingdom.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO,.
S.S. President 2nd Outboound VOg,}o.qe

Wrs

9th mo.30, 1840. Letter Quaker dated at Liverpool. Tt refers to a
letter by the Roscoe, arrived yesterday. Roscoe was a sailing packet
of the Blue Swallow Tail Line, New York to Liverpool. Letter notes the
enclosure of another letter, and that Capt. Fayrer does not go out with
the President (as commander). Instead, Capt. Keane commanded the Presi-
dent on her 2nd and penultimate voyage. Lt. Richard Roberts, who was
transferred from the British Queen was doomed to command her on her last
voyage when she went missing.

October 1. Letter endorsed: "President". Be
cause of the enclosures noted above, this letter
was rated at double the standard Ship Letter rate.
effective January 10, 1840, at 8d. x 2 = 16d.,
shown as 1/4 (lsh.4d.) in red manuscript, pre-
payment compulsory. The President sailed this
date from Liverpool on her 2nd outbound trans-
atlantic passage.

October 18. President arrived at New York.
,,/f"”‘ Letter rated in New York at 6¢ due for a Ship

Letter addressed to the port of arrival.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.5. President 2nd OQOoutboound Voc.[o.c)e

President made only two round voyages, being lost on her
3rd return voyage from New York. Her voyages were, as follows:

Depart L'pool Arr, N.Y. Deps NaY¥., Arr, L'pool.
Aug. 1, 1840 Aug. 17 Sept. 1
Oct. 1 # Oct. 18 Nov. 2 (returned to NY Nov. 9)
Nowv. 10
Feb.10, 1841 Maxy -5 ti) Mar. 10 (went missing,)
.\.ﬁ,_ O 2,
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Sept. 29, 1840.
This letter, posted
at Plymouth, suit-
ably endorsed: p
President from Liver-
pool, was paid at
the rate of 4sh'gs.,
(4= in red), being
LX Ship Letter rate
(8d. single if from
port of departure,
1sh. if elsewhere in
the U.,K,) This is a
scarce and unusual
rating.

Oct. 1. # Transit at Liverpool. S.S. President sailed this
date on her 2nd outbound voyage to New York.

October 18, 1840. Docket notes receipt at the
offices of Abraham Bell & Co., which agrees with the
President's arrival date recorded by the N,Y., Shipping
List.

Letter rated 6¢ for a Ship Letter addressed to the
port of arrival. The N.Y. office under-rated the letter
which should have been charged at 4 rates,




1840 PRESIDENT 2,366 tons
Victim of the first North Atlantic steamship disaster.

 round voyages,
Zrd return voyage from N
11 18&1, 136 lives 103#.- s

_Her voyages were aﬁ follnws’f'f“”wm
Dep&rt Lrgool _;Arr. N;Y._
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
THE CUNARD LINE
R.M.S. Acadia,Boston to Liverpool via. Halifax
Letter refused per S.S. President at NY., no Freight Money paid

ey October 29, 1840. A paid letter
N 1 7 Y posted at Baltimore and endorsed:
// 7 \ ; p. Steamship/President. Tt was paid
[ 4 T O o a T at triple the Act of 1825 rate for a
5 DY it } : letter conveyed 140-400 miles at
O < 1) .- 18-3/4¢ x 3 = 56%¢, shown in manuscript.
X /" This carried the letter only to the
intended port of embarkation at N.Y.

Because 25¢ in Freight Money had not been paid, the British & American
Steam Navigation Co. refused this letter, so the word "President" was
deleted in pencil, and it was forwarded on to Boston at no further charge
to meet the 2nd return voyage of R.M.S. Acadia departing Boston Nov. 1.
The President didn't sail until Nov. 2, but was forced back to N.Y. by a
severe gale, returning on Nov. 9. She sailed again on Nov. 11, arriving
at Liverpool November 27.

November 15. Acadia arrived at Liverpool, mail forwarded to London for
a November 16 arrival, backstamp. Letter was there rated as a triple Ship
Letter at 8d. x 3 = 24d. = 2 shillings, shown as 2/- in manuscript.

From a practical point of view, the sender gained time as well as money
on this letter. As the President didn't arrive at Liverpool until Nov. 27,
and the Acadia was already there on Nov. 15, he saved not only the 25¢

Freight Money, but also 12 days in transit time.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

S:.5. President 2nd Retourn Voqaqe

President, although a larger ship than British Queen proved a
disappointment, This letter was carried on her 2nd homeward voy-
age leaving Nov. 1, 1840, She encountered a severe gale, covered
only %00 miles in six days and put back into New York on Nov. 9.
She left again on Nov. 10 and reached Liverpool on the 27th after
a passage of 16% days. She went missing on her 3rd return voyage
March 11, 1841,

November 1, 1840, Letter docketed inside on Nov. 1 and endors-
ed: p. Steamer President. President sailed on this date.

Nev., 9. President returned to the Port of New York.

N.Y. Shipping & Commercial List, Wednesday Nov. 11, 1840
MEMORANDA: Br, steamer President, Keane, hence for Liverpool 2nd
inst. returned on Monday for a fresh supply of fuel, having had head
winds and gales since sailing, and not enough coal left to have
reached England, She had only proceeded about 300 miles and burned
4LOO tons of coal.

Nov. 10. President again departed for Liverpool.

LIVERPOOL
it SHIPLETTER

WHIIT1 108
TO0d L AAI®

-

November 27, 1840,
President arrived at
Liverpool and letter
backstamped as an in-
coming Ship Letter.
Nov, 28 arrival at
London.

}%i;‘ ;

. Lo
b . Al

Letter was rated

as a quadruple letter,
at the standard 8d.
Ship Letter rate in
effect after 1840 x 4
= 52d oi-0ri 2/ 8d i

shown as due in manu-
script. i




D

1840

AP S

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

S.S. Presiden t

an.ﬁb+urn.VOqu€
2 nd November sailinq{rom NY.

The President departed from New York on November 2, 1840, on her
She encountered a severe gale and was forced to
return back, arriving at New York on November 9. She had had head
winds since sailing and returned for a fresh supply of coal, not hav-
ing enough to reach England. She had proceeded only about 300 miles
and burned 400 tons of coal. Ferd. Karck & Co. at New York took ad-
vantage of her return and put this letter, dated November 10, aboard
her. Tt is endorsed: p President.

2nd return voyage.

November 11. President sailed again from New York for Liverpool.

LIVERPOOL:
SHIPLETTER

November 27. The
President arrived at
Liverpool. The bagg-
ed London mails went
by rail.

November 28.
London arrival back-
stamp. There this
letter was rated at
8d., the standard
Ship Letter rate in
effect, starting in
1840.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION co,
S.S. President 2nd Return Voyage
FREIGHT MONEY 2nd November sailing from N.Y.

October 15, 1840. Letter headed at New Orlrans and endorsed: Via New
York to be forwarded by/ first British Steam Ship. Letter went overland
to New York.

Rate was paid, Act of 1825, at 25¢ single letter conveyed over 400 miles.
As the letter contained a Bill of Exchange for & 1000, it was rated double
at 50¢. To this was added a 50¢ Freight Money fee, which would bhe turned
over to the ship's captain for carriage aboard the S.S. President. These
amounts are shown by the red manuscript 50 over 50 notations. It is noted
that there are only 7 Freight Money covers known from New Orleans.

. A : s L 0 Z / . Iy T Lk ;;' .':'T,‘r;
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November 2. S.S. President departed from New York for Liverpool on
her 2nd return voyage. She encountered a severe gale and was forced to
return to New York for coal, arriving back on November 9. On November
11 she again sailed for England, with this letter aboard.

B November 27. President arrived at Liverpool
LIVERP 001 and this letter was marked as a Ship Letter, back-
SHIPLETTER °S*™-
e November 28. London arrival backstamp. Letter
rated as a double Ship Letter at 8d. x 2 = 16d. =
1sh.4d., shown as 1/4 in manuscript.

( ; 3, N.B.: the 8d. Ship Letter rate had been in

. L\ effect since the beginning of 1840, previously

'\ s o A0 it had been the distance zone rates + a Ship Letter
b Al charge.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S5.S. President Last Vo%aqe

This letter was carried on the last wscbound voyage of the S.S.
President, arriving at New York on March 3, 1841. On her return to
Liverpool, leaving New York March 10, she went missing with the loss
of 136 lives. No trace of her was ever found.
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February 2, 1841. A letter datelined at London. This is a dup-
licate, the original of which went by the R.M.S. Britannia, which
departed from Liverpool for Boston on February 4.

I February 9. Letter posted at
< London and endorsed: p President.

. , - . ) It is also noted "double", so was

| O = o Tl 3 ' paid at the 8d. Ship Tetter rate
s o IR & - in effect since 1840 x 2 = 164.

; IRA) %* : 104 s or 1sh.4d., shown as 1/4 in red

LT e ' - .3 manuscript.

J
/_.

February 10. S5.5. President departed from
— Liverpool for New York on what was to be her
an' last completed transatlantic voyage.

111 P = March 3. President arrived at New York where
Gl this letter was identified as a Ship Letter. Tt
was rated, Act of 1825, zone rate 150 to 400 miles
at 18-3/4¢ x 2 (double) = 37%¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 39%¢ due.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
(838—-1841
S.S5 British Queen

Last outboond passage of the "Queen"under the British flag

British Queen on this, her last westbound voyage under the British flag,
put into Halifax on March 30 for repairs to her paddles, which had been
damaged in 10 days of violent storms, and sailed for New York on April 1.
On her return to Liverpool she was laid up until September 1841, when she
sailed for Antwerp after being sold to the Belgian government.

e

[ S ——— = —

Lo
s

March 8, 1841. Letter paid at Liverpool as a double Ship Letter at
8d. x 2 = 16d. = 1sh.4d., shown in manuscript. Endorsed: p

March 9.

"B. Queen."
Letter in transit as a PAID Ship Letter through London. It

was forwarded to Portsmouth to meet the March 10 sailing of S.S. Britiah
Queen from that port for New York.

April 4. British Queen arrived at New York after a stop-

over at Halifax for repairs. 6¢ due at New York for a single
Ship Letter addressed to the port of arrival.

I
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

S.S. British Queen 1838-1841

March 6, 1841. A letter datelined at Paris.
T T — It was handed to the Paris forwarding agents Emer-
;,;-L—u!. f” ~ son & Co. who in turn sent it under cover to a
' N ) forwarding agent in London to be placed on board
~— S the British Queen, as endorsed.
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March 8. S.S5. British Queen departed from London. She touched at
Portsmouth outbound on March 10.

H—

April 4. British Queen arrived at New York. Letter rated, Act
of 1825, conveyed 80 to 150 miles, New York to Philadelphia, at 12%¢
+ 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 14%¢ due.
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O] BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838 - 184]
S.S. British Queen
Last Voqo._qe of the "Queen" under the Britlsh Flag

The SS President, which "went missing" on her March 11, 1841
salllng Trom New York and the British Queen were fitted W1th a
modification of the original paddle floats due to a patent in-
fringement law suit which British & American Steam Navigation
Co. lost. Some contend the President was lost because of this,

"and this outward voyage of the Queen with the modification on
March 10, 1841 from Portsmouth was beset with severe problems
with the portside paddle floats. ~She had to put into Halifax,
finally arriving at New York April 4.

1841 sailing of the British Queen to N.Y. via P'mouth, return
to Liverpool.

Leave lLondon ILv, Portsmouth . Arrive N.Y. . Depart N,¥., Arr, L'pool
March 8 March 10 April L4 April 11 April 28

Return to Liverpool was because it had been decided .that Presid-
ent and British Oueen would sail from and to Liverpool, When she
| arrived at L'pool all hope for President was gone and the company
= forced into receivership. British Queen was sold in August 1841
(;_ to Belgium and sailed for Antwerp in Sepltember.

London 1 London I1
A1P
> ¥ L}i‘ o, o A -
‘-.'_ f- { ~ )} ;
By | u);, :
- 10 MR 10 - > Py
: T A7 ¢ : N <&
T '. .-:.k ] - Y = h il
or 10491 /{3; hf/%thf// /ﬁﬂ 4
| R.S5I ~ONDOS : oy oee 7 -
/(A’}'H ,ra.-;{< 44 'p

March 10, 1841,
British Ship Letter
rate of 1 shilling
paid by a strip of 6

-—’/ }? e -{"‘/..;

(partial separation between Lth and s o April 4, Last arrival
5th stamps) of the 2d. imperfi Issue /¥ ~ of British CQueen at NY
of 1840 cancelled by the London I e ) as a British ship. Rated
- Maltese Cross. Endorsed "p.British 2 TP = over L4OO mi., U.S. Inland
(;‘ Queen from Portsmouth/10th March! to ADD 25¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter fee
| catch the British Queen overland as ST, = 27¢ shown. in mss.

she had sailed from London March 8, Cf: R.Lowe/Christie's

Auction Sept.29, 1982,
Lot 66 (illus. Plate D).
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838~ 1841
S.S. British Queen
Last Voyage of the "Queen" under the British Flag

The $S President, which "went missing" on her March 11, 1841
sailing from New York and the British Queen were fitted with a
modification of the original paddle floats due to a patent in-
fringement law suit which British & American Steam Navigation
Co. lost. Some contend the President was lost because of this,
and this outward voyage of the Queen with the modification on
March 10, 1841 from Portsmouth was beset with severe problems
with the portside paddle floats. She had to put into Halifax,
finally arriving at New York April 4.

1841 sailing of the British Queen to N,.Y. via P'mouth, return to
Liverpool,

Leave London Lv. Portsmouth Arrive N.Y. Depart N.Y. Arr. L'pool
March 8 March 10 April 4 April 11 April 28

Return to Liverpool was because it had been decided that Presid-
ent and British Queen would sail from and to Liverpool. When she
arrived at L'pool all hope for President was gone and the company
forced into receivership. British Queen was sold in August 1841
to Belgium and sailed for Antwerp in September. : »

,féfifw\\ March 28, 1841. Letter posted unpaid at New
/7 Q IS LN Orleans; rated 25¢ (blue mss. U.R.), U.S. zone
/s NMAR 7\ rate, Act of March 3, 1825, single letters over
[~ ] Lf] 400 miles, New Orleans to New York. Forwarding
Kbﬂ 28 e Agent Edw. Bech & Co.,, to whom the letter was
ij 'f/ originally directed, paid this charge to the
v la 7 account of Clason & Vles, New Orleans.
T T ] April 10. Edw, Bech & Co., forwarding
- 5 ; . agents, endorsed the letter, paid the
P “lgfﬁf A0 sprit’ freigh% letter fee of 25¢ in cash ( add-
_ﬁégmm;é%)a% itional to U.S. Inland postage), and put
e 2 ey the letter marked "Steam" aboard the
(et . CHRmte Lo, British Queen which sailed on April 11
from N.Y. on her final transatlantic
voyage under the British Flag.
LEE N April 29. London
LIVERPODL 3 \-\ arrivel backstamp.
: 29 APZ29 | Doubly stamped also,
SHIP LETTER apparently the London
. Ha4t clerk wasn't to be
Stamped incoming at the iy e outdone by the Ship
Port of Entry. Note inter- Letter clerk at L'pool.
esting double stamping. British Rated 8d. due, standard ship
Queen arrived L'pool on April 28. letter rate after 1840 included

delivery within Britain.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838~ 1841
S.S. British Queen

© 1991 NOVUS DEBUT, Inc.

Last cutbound voyage of the'"Queen"ovnder the British 1”0.()

March 9, 1841. Letter datelined at London and endorsed: per
British Queen. It went under separate cover to Portsmouth to meet
the British Queen who called at that port on March 10, having left
London March 8.

March 30. The British Queen, whose paddle wheels had been alter-
ed due to a patent infringement, lost all her paddles from the port
wheel on this voyage. She then met a hurricane so she put into
Halifax for repairs.

April 4. After repairs at Halifax, the British Queen sailed for
New York on April 1, arriving at New York April 4. There the New
York Exchange Office marked the letter as a Ship Letter, rated, Act
of 1825, single letter 150 to 400 miles, N.Y. to Richmond, Virginia,
at 18-3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due, shown in manuscript.

Her return to Britain on April 11, via Liverpool, was the British
Queen's last passage under the British flag. She was sold to Bel-
gium in August 1841 and sailed from Antwerp in September, still as
the British Queen.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
(838-184|
S.S. British Queen %
Last hom.ewd.rd. vogaqe of the"Queen" onder the British ﬂqca

April 10, 1841. A letter docketed at New York and
endorsed: p British Queen. This letter was handed directly
to the purser of the ship which departed from N.Y. April
11 for Liverpool, her first and only call at that port.

She normally went to London via Portsmouth.

=3 '{;\Cj
LIVERPOOL
SHIP LETTER

April 48, I ; 5 M

The British Queen
arrived at Liver-
pool where this

letter received PR e D ; e/
the LIVERPOOL/ 2 7Mﬂ/ 2555,
SHIP LETTER : 2 /} /

backstamp. It

was transit at / i /
London on April / i at

29, backstamp, / ﬁ{ /|
where the stan- Q() /
dard 8d. Ship Y ;;?
Letter charge ¢5K£?¢‘7r1,:£ v
was due. . & aw v '};7, /

r_____’———-—_———’__ ’ v

J y

e/ )

. iy

This was the last voyage of the British Queen under the British Flag.
Because of the loss of the President, the company went into receivership
and the British Queen was sold to Belgium in August 1841 and made three
round transatlantic voyvages under that flag in 1842.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

(838=184]
5.S. British Queen

Last homeward voyage of the "Queen'"under the British {Ichr

This cover was carried on the last homeward bound voyage of the S.S.
British Queen under the British flag. Normally calling at Portsmouth,
on this, her last voyage she used Liverpool for the first and last time
as a British ship. In August 1841, she was sold to Belgium and sailed
from Antwerp in September, still as the British Queen.

- - =
} o
! | f}
) v:x '
/é’ i ’ % {/}Q ¢_,.z
V?%%éllc&%{azb427
7 P,
W 27 (772
&fgz%wéi*f“ifﬂug /e g
/ TR /é’&.,«, /t‘—l"z/’;_- 4:7&.»:4,(' f&" é"—;/{ﬁh[:{
}-_-____‘ I S T P (Y | = = . am——- ]

April 10, 1841. A cover docketed at Jersey City is endorsed: British
Queen/fm New York April 10/1841. It went under separate cover to the
purser of the British Queen at New York.

April 10. S.S. British Queen sailed from New York for Liverpool.
LIVERPOOL
SHIP LETTER
April 28. British Queen arrived at Liverpool, Ship Letter backstamp.

This letter was rated at 8d. for a single weight Ship Letter, Liverpool
to Annan, Scotland. This rate had been in effect since 1840.
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Letter datelined
May 3% at Antwerp,
posted for "Brit-

| 1842 |

|

TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES
SS BRITISH QUEEN
(Belgium) - 1842

The 1,862 ton wooden paddle steamer British Queen of the British
& American Steam Navigation Company was sold to the Belgian Govern-

ment in August 1841 for £ 60,000 and on Sept. 6 left L'pool for Antwerp.

Eight months later, on 4 May 1842, she sailed from Antwerp for New
York wearing the Belgian flag. On May 13, after experiencing severe
gale conditions, the British Queen shipped a tremendous sea, which
made a complete breach over her, carrying with it part of the paddle
boxes and several coal bunkers that were on deck, This letter was
carried on that first voyage.

This rioneering voyége was the first serious attempt to establish
a non-British steamship service on the North Atlantic. She made
only three round trips, whereupon she was laid up and scrapped,
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May L4, 1842,

ish Queen" and

marked PF or — : ’ -
Payee au Frontier, ' _ _ _

indicating paid to ship at dockside, Antwerp. The mss, 6 on reverse
shows this as 6 francs. Letter carried on first voyage as a Belgian
steamer,

The letter within concerns reparations by the Belgian Government
for a stock of Havana sugar destroyed at the Royal Entrepot (ware-

house) when Antwerp was bombarded by the Dutch on Oct. 27/28, 1830

(which see in detail elsewhere).

Letter incoming as a Ship
Rated New York .to Prov-
at the Act of April 9,

1816 rates of 18%¢ for a single letter going

150 to 400 miles + 2¢ Ship Letter charge for
a total of 20%¢ as shown in black mss.

Letter at New York.
idence (175 miles)
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SS.BRITISH QUEEN
(Belgiom) - 1842
First Ooutbound Vogo.qe vnder the Belgian Flog

This letter to Canada is a duplicate letter headed at London 4 April
1842, but wasn't posted until 6 May 1842. It is endorsed: Per "British

Queen". This was to meet the first sailing of the British Queen as a

Belgian packet. She left Antwerp on May 4, 1842, and touched at South-
ampton May. 8 where this letter went aboard. Her first westbound trip
from Southampton was attended by severe gale conditions which caused
damage to the vessel including to her paddle boxes. This voyage took

19 days.
7 -
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May 6, 1842. TLetter paid at London as a Ship Letter at 8d. sterling,
shown by the manuscript red "8"., This rate, effective since 1840, paid
only the British Ship Letter charges.

May 8. Letter went aboard the British Queen when she touched at
Southampton.

May 27. British Queen arrived at New York.
This letter was there rated as a U.S. Ship Letter:
Inland, Act of 1825, 150 to 400 miles (New York
e to the Canadian border) at 18-3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship
NI\ Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ as shown in manuscript.
oy O\ , In Canada the U.S. 20-3/4¢ was converted to
;J_ij}ﬁ.v" // 11%d. Canadian currency. To this was added
MAY . /{Qﬁ' the Canadian rate, 60 to 100 miles, border to
ol / / Montreal, at 6%d., total 18d. or 1lsh.6d.,
L W = | : shown as 1/6 in manuscript.




1842
SS BRITLSH QUEEN
(Belgiom-1842)
2nd Vo\;o.qe onder the Belgian Flag
St Pe‘l‘ersburijussna to Boston via. London c:.n.d. N. Y.

B AL S g Ty S
. r {‘\.".-"-
| ¢ Ly
{ ‘ . TRy
3 ‘ _ L - ;' e -'f_'{’f"-
£ 3 ="
K
4

Wi aak '
' ELAPRfC HOp &)

%;F}?’H‘T&F# i

\I
ér‘*ﬁ

. ,3




5C 29715

Mill,

L.

© 1991 NOVUS DEBUT, Inc.

P -,
[ 'a®

i 1842 {

2

TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES
SS BRITISH QUEEN
(Belqium-ISAZ)
2nd Vc;\c,]o,qe vnder the Belgian Fio,ca

St. Petersbourg,Russia to Boston via London and N.Y.

June 13, 1842. Letter is docketed at ST. Petersburg. It went
under separate cover to a forwarding agent in London.

{ARDER "
A—K +. 25 = | - -
[0 pBulid DeanFi T™.P | PA)C
(YQOHNMULLETT ) ) AT 3w e 1 |6 )Y 6
\\ Cpfaaz, /  DHIDTO ‘ \. 1842

JULY 6. The forwarding agent John Mollett at London handled the
letter, directing it: p. "British Queen". He struck his forwarder's
backstamp (R.F. 3) and neatly penned in the date and the name: p
British Queen. It was posted at the Two Penny Post office at 01d
Broad St., London, backstamp. The London "tombstone" transit
mark was struck on the face of the cover.
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July 6. Letter processed as a paid Ship Letter at London at the
8d. rate of 1840 x 2 (double letter) = 16d. = lsh.4d., shown as 1/4
in red manuscript.

July 7. S.S. British Queen departed from Antwerp on her second
outbound passage under the Belgian flag. She picked up this letter
with the U.S. mails at her call at Portsmouth July 10.

\ = VA July 27. British Queen arrived at New
/N ® York. Letter rated July 28. It was treated
. ) as a triple letter, Act of 1825, 150 to 400
va-EA miles, at 18-3/4¢ x 3 = 56%¢ plus 2¢ Ship

) 11 Letter charge = 58%¢ due.

"
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TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES
S.S.BRITISH QUEEN O

(Belgiom) -1842
2nd Vogage under the Belgian Fla.g
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TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES
S.S.BRITISH QUEEN
(Belgiom) - 1842

an.V0qqqe under the Belgion Flag

Under the Belgian flag and during 1842, the British Gueen
made three round voyages,

Lv. Antwerp Lv. S'hampton Arrive N.Y. Dep, N.Y. Lv.S'hpt. Arr.Ant.

May L May 7 May 27 June 7 June 17
July 7 July 10 July 27 Aug. 7
Lv, Portsmouth (via Azores)
Sept.7? Sept.10 Sept, 28 Oct .10 Nov. 3
,_\‘t’ = ;"",i{_ — '//
-:. = \,:; | PAI D ’,f__l"_j“\‘ !/_,-’ ;,:’ /
f111542 /; \LIVERPOOL/ Aot L“?/-

July 8, 1842, Directionally endorsed "Via Southampton/ p
British Queen". Letter rated as a double ship letter at Liver-
pool, viz, 8 pence x 2 = 16 pence or 1 shilling 4 pence, shown
as 1/4 in red manuscript. Letter mentions an enclosure. Nicely
struck with the PAID AT/LIVERPOOL mark. The writer had noted

across theINORER.in-Rent If too late please return to

J.T. Crook, Liverpool.

f 5_%5 L2 July 9, Transit through Lon-
N £ NS | don, letter was reccognized as a
PATD e TT%- ql.{ Paid Ship Letter. British Queen,
o TY € Yoy b Elix) Belgian, left Antwerp July 7,
WA AT SR 2 1 AR, and picked up this letter at
&Lt b I T Southampton on July 10, on the
i ~NONDOY next to the last outbound voyage
R.S.§1 of the British Queen,.

July 27. Arrival date of the
British Queen at New York. The
letter was subject to the 6¢ rate
for a Ship Letter addressed to the
port of arrival.
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TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES
S5 BRITISH QUEEN
(Belgiom) - 1842
Last Vogyage of the §._-__S__.-:BTH£S}\. Queen

Under the Belgian flag and during 1842, the British Queen
made three round voyages.

Lv. Antwerp Lv. S'hampton Arr. N. Y. " Dep, N.¥Y., Lv.S'hamp., Ar.Ant,

May L4 May 7 May 27
July 7
Lv. Portsm'th (via Azores)

Sept. 7 Sept. . 10. . Sept. 28 Oct.10 Nov. 3.

B IE 2
~ 98P 9 £
? J.J rz "Qj

Sept. 9, 1842. 7, _ _
Letter paid as a . J

Ship Letter at —_—— - s el
8 pence (red "8")

standard British Ship Letter rate after 1840, Paid at the Lombard
Street (L.S.) Branch Office of the London Chief Office.

Paid Ship Letter handstamp (R, 8.51), with hyphens is noted
used 183%8-47, Crown Type E. Belgian steamer British Queen left
Antwerp Sept. 7, 1842, and picked up this letter at Portsmouth on
Sept. 10.

Sept. 28. Arrival of the British Queen
P, at New York, Rated at Act of 1825 rates
FANTN for a letter 80 to 150 miles of 12%¢ x 2

A <) (double letter) = 25¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter
>~ SHIP = charge = 27¢ (blue manuscript).

SEP After her return voyage leaving N.Y. Oct.
- ; 10, the British Queen was laid up and scrapp-
' ed in Italy.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
.S, Unicorr

Live rpool 1o Boston viaNewfound land

R.M.S. Unicorn was the pioneer steamship of the Cunard Line inaugurating the transatlantic
service, leaving Liverpool May 16, 1840 for Boston via Halifax. She served as the feeder
steamer from Quebec to Pictou, Nova Scotia while the St. Lawrence River was navigatable in
season. The fall of 1844 the feeder service was discontinued. During this period she also
made three emergency runs Halifax to Boston and return.

On August 28, 1845, Unicorn sailed for ILiverpool, arriving there Sept. 11. In November
1845, she was purchased by Mr. Whitney of St. Johns, Newfoundland to run between Halifax

and St. Johns.
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March 18, 1846. Prices current posted at London and endorsed: per
Unicorn. The letterhead also bears the printed notation: per "UNICORN™
Steamer. As far as is known, this is only the 2nd transatlantic passage
by Unicorn, now privately owned and not under a Royal Mail contract,
hence we no longer use R.M.S.

March 19. TUnicorn departed from Liverpool for Boston. She was 7
days in the ice and experienced constant westerly winds, which slowed

her passage. She had to put into St. Johns, Newfoundland on April 10
for coals, departing there April 11.

April 14. Unicorn arrived at Halifax, departed on April 15 at 0800 for Boston.

Shipping & Commercial List, N.Y. April 17. Arrived at Boston Br. Steam
ship Unicorn, Dollimore, Iiverpool via St. Johns, N.F.

Letter rated for a single letter addressed to the port of arrival at 6¢.

April 18. Cleared Boston Br. Steam ship Unicorn, Meagher, Halifax
(April 21) and St. Johns, N.F.
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TRANSATLANTIC GENERAL STEAM PACKET CO.
(Herout & de Handel)
S.S. Missoouri First Voqage for HA&H.




TRANSATLANTIC GENERAL STEAM PACKET COMPANY
(Heroout & de H_c:.-n.d.el)

S.S. Missouri _ First voyage for HA& H.

Officially titled "Compagnie General des Paguebots Transatlanti-
gues', this was the first French line to establish a steamship :
service on the North Atlantic. Tt was generally known by the Paris
and Havre firm which operated it, Herout & de Handel., Thée French
government subsidized it with QOO 000 francs ( £16,000) in 1847 and
loaned a similar sum at 5% interest as working capital for a steam-
ship service between Havre and New York, In addition, the govern-
ment placed at their disposal four 1500 ton wooden paddle frigatea,
previously used as transports betWeen France and ﬁlwerla. On ‘May
10, 1847, they were renemed Union, Philadelphie, Missouri, and New
York Because of inadequate harbor facilities at Havre, the first
seven voyages were made from Cherbourg. In October the New York
made the first voyage from Havre, In February 1848, the line fail-
ed after only nine voyages. The ships were returned to the French
navy and reverted to thelir earlier names,

S.5. Missouri. 1500 tons, wooden paddle steamer, 9 knots.
Launched Aug. 8, 1842, at the Cherbourg shipyard as Ulloa. First
voyage for Compzagnie General was Aug. 1, 1847, Cherbourg-New York,

August 29, 1847. Letter datelined at New York, Directionally
endorsed: pr Steamer "Missouri". This was the 1st return voyage
of Missouri for Herout et de Handel and the 3Zrd return voyage of
the ‘line, Missourl departed from New York Ausust 31.

Sept. 17. Missouri arrived at Cherbourg Sept.
15 and mail transshipped to Havre (see above)
AR where it received the Paguebot Regular mark, an
17 extremely scarce mark. Hargest (Pg. 55) states,
o) "No cover actually conveyed by this line has been
. seen by the author." Starnes (Chronicle 104,
$.1703 Pg. 284) notes the existence of four covers bearing
this mark. This cover shown here makes five known,

French postage of 30 decimes due, being ordinance of May 1847
sea rate of 1 franc (10 decimes) per 7.5 grams plus the French
Inland postage. Here double (mss. "2" U.L.) or 20 dec., sea post-
age + 10 dec. Inland = 30 dec. shown in large manuscript nzomn.,
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| (ST. GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)
S.5. Sarah Sands(Chartered from Sands & Co) Maiden Vogage

1299 toms, iron screw steamer, launched Sept. 1846 for Sands
& Co. (she was named after the owner's wife,) Originally intend-
ed for Australian service, she was chartered instead to the Red
Cross Line of sailing packets for an experimental service, under
the British flag, between Liverpool and New York.

w1l P F January 19, 1847. Letter prepaid in England as
= A a double ship letter, 8d. x 2 = 1sh.4d. It was
P ==y - posted paid at the Lombard Street (L.S.) post
- 19JA19 - office, London, and passed the London Ship Letter

1847 fxj Office as a paid ship letter.

z - January 20, The S.5. Sarah Sands under charter
85 ONDOTK to the Red Cross Line departed from Liverpool on
her maiden voyage.

February 11. Sarah Sands arrived at New York,
where this letter was received as a ship letter.
Act of March 3, 1845, rates applied: Half ounce
letter not over 300 miles, New York to Kingston,
Massachusetts, 5¢ x 2 (double) = 10¢ + 2¢ ship
letter charge = 12¢ due.

®
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RED CROSS LINE
(ST. GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)
5.5 Saroh Saonds Maiden Vovo.qe

January 20, 1847. Letter paid at Liver-

¥ C-‘:&H?\ pool at the 8d. Ship Letter rate in effect
gﬁg 620 since 1840. Backstamped as a SHIP LETTER
- at Liverpool, and the rate shown by the "8".
IA 20 !} The S.S. Sarah Sands, on charter from Sands
4 7 ~/ & Co., sailed from Liverpool for New York on
L [ her maiden voyage January 20 with this letter
-E' R -?0 aboard.

February 10. Sarah Sands arrived at New
York. The 6¢ single Ship Letter rate for a letter
addressed to the port of entry was due, shown in

manuscript.

Ths ovm |72
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am RED CROSS LINE
(ST.GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)
S.S. Sarah Sands (Chartered from Sands & Co.)

Head winds a problem 2nd Outbound Voyage
A e . R =
H;:';'-,L. 3ol M 1 2.‘}‘ A '3 " 7 ,:‘»IL
JAP 6 Ry Niah )
{ L =47 J G j i

April 6, 1847.
Letter paid at
Liverpool at the

i outgoing Ship
Letter rate of
8d., effective
since 1840. En-
dorsed:p.Sarah
Sandes (Screw
Steamer,) the
letter went out
on the Sarah w
Sands, Captain ! ' e S el i 3
Wm. Thompson.
She sziled from Liverpool April 6 on her 2nd outbound voyage and under
charter to the Red Cross Line.

April 30, 1847. Arrived port of New York, Auxiliary steamship
Sarah Sands, April 6 from Liverpool to R. Kermit. Has experienc-
ed during the whole passage nothing but westerly winds and has
been short of coals the last 7 days, and had to put out half her
furnaces. (Maritime Herald, N.Y.)

In spite of the difficulties and the frustration of continual
head winds, the cabin passengers praised Capt. Thompson and draft-
ed for him a letter of commendation,

Letter rated 6¢ for a Ship Letter addressed to the port of
entry (blue "6".) Docket in letter notes receipt 4/30 corrobor-

::; ating the Herald's shipping list.
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RED:CROSS LINE
(ST. GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)

S.S. Sarah Sands(Chartered from Sands & Co.)

2nd Outboond Voyade

= April 3, 1847. Letter paid at

Y i Je Ay L T the 0ld Cavendish Street Post
0 1) o S 7 B N Office, London at the 8d. Ship
PAL] SN L Letter rate. It was passed as a
2 AP it e By AP i paid Ship Letter at the London
3 2 ey | A ¥ by AP P.0, where the PAID SHIP LETTER

1. 1 BA4T - il 1 Ch&h 4 Iy

At LM crowned oval was struck 2+ times,.
NDOY! Endorsed: pr. Sarah Sands,

steamer, this letter met the April
6 sailing of the S.S. Sarah Sands from Liverpool from whence she

departed on her 2nd Wgstbound voyage.,

April 29, 1847. Sarah Sands arrived at New York after experienc-
ing continued heavy Westerly winds (head winds). As a result, she
ran short of coal the last seven days and was obliged to extinguish
half her furnaces.

()

The cabin passengers, no doubt relieved at a safe arrival, wrote
a glowing testimonial letter to Captain Wm. C. Thompson which was
published in the New York Herald of April 30, :

Letter was subject to the collect Ship Letter charge of 6¢ for
a letter addressed to the port of arrival. This is shown by the
blue menuscript "6".
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RED CROSS LINE
(ST.GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)
8.8 Sarah Sands(Chari‘ered from Sands & Co.)

2nd Return VOHQqe

May 11, 1847. Letter datelined at New York, endorsed: "pr
Sarah Sands," It was handed directly to the letter bag of the
Sarsh Sands, thus bears no U.S. postal markings. Sarah Sands
sailed this same date on her 2nd return voyage to Liverpool.

On her trip westeard, leaving Liverpool April 6, she had run
into continual head winds and ran low on c¢coal,

3IMY 184 7 o
LIVERPOOL
SHIP o

¥

% %&w&f’f%/mﬂ/ i

May %1. Sarah Sands arrived at Liverpool after a passage of
20 days. Incoming as a Ship Letter.

June 1. Dublin arrival backstamp. Letter rated at the 8d.

standard Ship Letter rate in effect after 1840. This is shown
by the "&" handstamp.
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RED CROSS LINE
(ST. GEORGE'S CROSS LINE)

S.S.'Sarah Samnds 6 th Outbound Po.s.so.qe
S |
85 ‘f‘f )# ‘? " |
g & Bl s "
A ) y
CAD . .__"‘ l N .
\ 45 ) - >
‘..}/-"..'l_l.-:!_ ".I-:' | v ' A i "v. "J !’;/

PLFr
&y }1.4&"? ' o April 1, 1848. A letter datelined at Liverpool and endorsed:
{ AP -0 Sarah Sands. It was paid at Liverpool at the 8d. Ship Letter
I ) rate in effect since 1840, payment shown by the handstamped "8".
R ] 8 84, ot Backstamped as a SHIP LETTER at Liverpool. Note that the year
& & OQ numbers were transposed, giving "1884" instead of "1848."

R P April 3. S.S. Sarah Sands departed from Liverpool on her 6th
outbound voyage to New York. This 1299 ton iron screw steamer
was not owned by the Red Cross Line, but was chartered from
Sands & Co.

/ April 21. Sarah Sands arrived at New York, This letter was subject to
the 6¢ ship Letter charge for a single letter addressed to the port of entry.
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RED CROSS LINE
(ST. GEORGE'S CROS S LINE)
5.3, Sareh Sands [Oth Ootbound Passo.c’e

January 18, 1849. This letter is datelined at Derry (London-
derry,) Ireland and concerns shipments of oatmeal and indian corn.
This was at a time when the potato famine, caused by a blight, was
devastating Ireland. The letter went under separate cover to
Liverpool to meet the sailing of S.S. Sarah Sands per the endorse-
ment: p S. Sands.

January 25. The S.S. Sarah Sands of the Red Cross Line departed
from Liverpool on her 10th outbound passage.

February 20. Sarah Sands arrived at New York. The letter is
docketed 2/20 inside by Abraham Bell & Son. It is rated at the
Ship Letter rate of 6¢ for a letter addressed to the port of
entry. The encircled "6" is the 22mm. New York type.




o

1848

."-u-o'ln
P —

9.9 . UNITEDRD STATES
Maiden Refurn_Voﬁaqe

1857 ton wooden paddle steamer, completed in 1848 for the Black Ball
Line of sailing packets. Built at New York by William H. Webb (engines
T.F. Secor Co., N.Y.), 244.6' x 48' beam, side-lever engine, 10 knots.
Maiden voyage left New York April 8, 1848, for Liverpool. The letter
below was carried on her return maiden voyage, leaving Liverpool May 17.

She made three other round voyages in 1848 to England and LeHavre.
On May 31, 1849, she left N.Y. for Liverpool, arriving there June 16.
On August 14, 1849, she was acquired by the Weiland Deutsche Reichs-
flotte and renamed Hansa. She did further transatlantic service in
1853-54 for W.A. Fritz & Co.

May 15, 1848. TLetter dated at 16 George St., Euston Sq., London and
endorsed: Steamship/ United States. It went under separate cover to
Liverpool to make the May 17 departure of S.S. United States for New
York on her return maiden voyage.

=ty May 31. United States arrived at New York. As there
/<3€ " T RN were no postal treaties or contract packets at
HiP i£ ‘ this time, the incoming mail of the S.S. United
(' =5y States was handled as Ship Letters.

-,j e 1Y 300 miles at 5¢ x 2 = 10¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge =
ft &/ 12¢ due from the recipient.

\ ; ] ,-:' Rated Act of 1845, double weight letter under
\ f .
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._H: AUXlL.IARY STEAMER SARAH SANDSQ
| Craiesz

:JChppamﬂre
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Aug. 6—?.; L&nden and London

0 25 xﬁg. 25, as_@faug Britiah Btgame:r N

I ,.4“34Barah Sands, Thunpaon master, arrived at

bt iﬁNew‘York from Liverpool. 24¢- tranaatlanti -
- from Britain rate due under the 1848

| L Treaty, 3¢ credit to Britain for British

m_fhﬁff A LgInland. A scarce steamer usage, Unite k1

S e fistatqa paeket under contract.; pregialugimgigenfsh
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVICATION CO.
S.S5. Presiden.t Maiden OQutbound Vo\jaqe

) o ﬁfe exﬂ%f:; 35%2;/z:ﬂ
bt

July 21, 1840. A duplicate letter, the original of which went
by the S.S5. Great Western which sailed from Bristol for New York
on July 25.

July 31. Letter posted at London and paid at the 8d. Ship Letter
rate in effect starting in 1840. Letter is endorsed: p. President.

August 1. S.S. President departed from Liverpool on her Maiden
Voyage, outbound.

August 17. President arrived at New
4 York. Letter was rated 6¢ for a single
C} Ship Letter addressed to the port of arr-
ival. As usual, the busy N.Y. post office
merely noted the 6% rate in pen.
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