
Dr. Arthur K.M. Woo first exhibited his Zeppelins starting in 2004. This is a 
collecting area that is virtually limitless.  
 
Originations, destinations, rates, frankings and cachets are just some of the 
challenges facing a collector of these colorful and historically fascinating 
flights.  
 
Exhibiting this subject area is very difficult. The time period – 1930’s – is 
modern by philatelic standards. Very little contemporary information exists 
for the proper rates. 
 
The exhibiting community recognizes just how the difficult it is to display 
this subject matter – an entirely separate category of exhibiting just for 
aerophilately exists. 



Originations of Mail for the LZ127 and LZ129 Zeppelin Flights 

The LZ127 'Graf Zeppelin' was 236.6 meters in length with a width of 30.5 meters. It had a volume of 
105,000 square meters and was capable of a speed of 110 km. per hour. It was powered by five Maybach 
12-cylinder engines of 530 h.p. each. It was officially named "Graf Zeppelin" on 8 July 1928 on the 
occasion of the 90th birthday of Count Ferdinand Graf Zeppelin. It had its first test flight in September 
1928 and it continued in service until the end of April 1937 when it was transferred from Friedrichshafen 
to Frankfurt. The airship had successfully completed 590 flights during this period. It was put on display 
in Frankfurt and was open to visitors until it was finally dismantled in March 1940. 

The LZ129 'Hindenburg' was 245 meters in length with a width of 41.2 meters. It had 16 separate 
buoyancy compartments and was capable of a speed of 130 km. per hour. It was powered by four 
Daimler Benz engines of 1050 h.p. each and could carry a payload of 60,000 kg. It had its first test flight 
in March 1936 and it continued in service for just over a year until it was destroyed by fire during the 
landing manoeuvre at Lakehurst, New Jersey on 7 May 1937. 

Background 

With the advent of the LZ127 "Graf Zeppelin" airship the German Zeppelin company were able to look 
at the commercial side of the airship business and one very immediate possible benefit was to speed up 
mail communications between Germany and other parts of the world, particularly the Americas, by 
utilizing the Zeppelin for the long haul transatlantic segments. 

It must be remembered that, although the vast majority of Zeppelin mail is of a philatelic origin, one of 
the original ideals behind the Zeppelin flights, particularly to the Americas, was to create a viable 
commercial airmail service between Europe, its Colonies, and the Americas in the years prior to non­
stop transatlantic airplane flights. The original attempts to set up the feeder services to Friedrichshafen 
from many different originating countries were legitimate ones with a sound commercial base. 

The Exhibit 

This 1929-1937 period was the heyday of the Zeppelin and interest in the airships was worldwide. The 
exhibit attempts to show the diverse range of countries and originations that exist for the various flights 
for the two Zeppelin airships. At the same time it attempts to cover a good range of different flights and 
years though, as a necessity, the emphasis tends to be on the trans-Atlantic flights. 

Over 95% of the known recorded originations are represented in the collection plus, in addition, two 
unrecorded originations are also shown from St. Lucia and Thailand. Some of the rarely seen 
originations include Afghanistan, Ascension, Bahamas, Basutoland, Cameroons, Ceylon, Chad, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Dahomey, Danzig (Polish), Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea, Haiti, Hejaz Nejd (Saudi 
Arabia), Honduras, India (British), India (French), Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Johore, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Liberia, Madagascar, Malaya, Middle Congo, Niger, Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, Reunion, Ruanda­
Urundi, Sarawak, Senegal, Somaliland, Southern Rhodesia, Sudan, Swaziland, Syria, Tanganyika, Togo 
and Yemen. Originations from many other countries can be considered as scarce such as Canal Zone, 
Dominican Republic, Indochina, Iran, Kenya, Mauritania, Nicaragua, Panama, Surinam, etc. and then of 
course, there are a solid core of countries where Zeppelin acceptances are more familiar. 

The exhibit is arranged alphabetically by countries using their contemporary names. Originations that 
were home to Foreign post offices (such as Morocco with British, French and Spanish offices) or 
originations that were under the auspices of more than one other country (such as Andorra with both its 
French and Spanish sides) are listed under the local name. For example French Andorra and Spanish 
Andorra are listed as 'Andorra - French' and 'Andorra - Spanish' respectively. 
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1932 and 1933 acceptances from Rhodes for the respective LZ127 5th South American 
flights from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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1933 acceptance from Kabul for the 12127 8th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

Afghanistan acceptances are only known for a few of the 1933-34 period 12127 flights 
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Albania 

1933 acceptance from Shkoder (Scutari) for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemarnbuco (Recife) and then Rio de Janiero to connect with a Sydicato 
Condor flight to Santos 
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1933 acceptance from Algiers for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) and then Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicato 
Condor flight to Paranagua for delivery to Curitiba 
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1932 acceptance from Andorre la Vieille for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Sydicato Condor flight to 
Buenos Aires 

An uncommon origination 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Andorra - Spanish 

~~ ANDORRA LAVIEJA 

~ 0 

N~ ··2 ~ .. . ! '!.. ~ 

. l L._._, -

JPe-E~:rrt/~J 
.~i ---~ f -~-15:J U-L:4~( 

" ANDORRA-tA\/lfdA 

PAR 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 

1933 acceptance from Andorra la Vieja for the LZ127 4th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

There were far fewer acceptances from Spanish Andorra than from French Andorra 
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1932 acceptances from Buenos Aires for the respective return legs of the LZ127 4th and 
5th South American flights from Pernambuco (Recife) to Friedrichshafen for onward 
delivery to Lorch 
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1934 acceptance from Ascension Island for the LZ127 7th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicate Condor flight to La 
Paz (Bolivia) and then a Lloyd Aereo Boliviano flight to Arica (Chile) for onward 
transmission to Peru by surface mail 

A very rare origination 

This 7th South American Flight is the only flight on which Ascension Island acceptances 
have been recorded 

For the 1934 and 1935 flights, the red circular Zeppelin confirmation handstamps are 
coded 'b' or ' c' for acceptances at Friedrichshafen, 'd' for on board acceptances, 'a' for 
acceptances from Berlin and an asterisk for acceptances from Stuttgart. The latter two 
codes were only applied on mail flown on the special feeder flights to Friedrichshafen 
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1930 acceptances from Vienna for the July LZ127 Friedrichshafen to Spitzbergen and 
Friedrichshafen to Iceland round trip flights with the former dropped at Bergen and the 
latter dropped at Hammerfest, both in Norway, for delivery back to Austria 
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1936 acceptance from Nassau for the return leg of the LZ129 1st North American Flight 
from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to London 

A very rare origination 

This Lakehurst to Frankfurt flight is the only one on which Bahamas acceptances have 
been recorded 
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1936 acceptance from Maseru for the LZ129 1st North American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Lakehurst, New Jersey for onward delivery to New York 

A very rare origination 

Originations from Basutoland are unrecorded in the two standard Zeppelin catalogues 
(Sieger and Michel) 
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Belgium 

Acceptances from Brussels for the LZ127 1932 6th South American flight and 1934 4th 
South American flight both from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife), the latter for 
delivery to Joao Pessoa in the northern province of Paraiba 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

I PAR 
I 
I GRAF ZEPPE 
I 
VI 

R. 

Belgian Congo 

~ o 27fi 
Leopoldviile I 

RECO M1ttA.ND.8 

~ /- .5/11-, , C 
{ ~} 

L~~ 
PAR ·AvroN 

PER VLIEGTUIG 

1934 acceptance from Leopoldville for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

An uncommon origination 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Pernambuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Bolivia 

1930 acceptance from La Paz for the ongoing and return leg of the Europe Pan-American 
Flight from Rio de Janeiro to Friedrichahafen via Lakehurst, New Jersey 

This cover was carried on the first feeder flight to Rio de Janeiro that left from La Paz on 
14 May 1930. The Zeppelin departed from Rio de Janeiro on 25 May 1930 

This was a major demonstration flight for the LZ127 and was the Zeppelin's first visit to 
South America 
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1934 acceptance mailed at a trade sample fair in Rio de Janeiro for the return leg of the 
LZ127 8th South American flight from Rio de Janeiro to Friedrichshafen for onward 
delivery to Vaduz in Liechtenstein 
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1933 acceptance from Sofia for the LZ127 3rd South American flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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1934 acceptance from Yaounde for the LZ127 1st South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) and then Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicato 
Condor flight to Buenos Aires 

A rare origination 

Cameroon acceptances are only known for a few of the 1933-34 period LZ127 flights 
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1936 acceptance from Vancouver for the return leg of the LZ1291st North American Flight 
from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to Niederzwehren in 
Germany 
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1930 acceptance from Cristobal for the final leg of the LZ127 Europe Pan-American Flight 
from Seville in Spain to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Braunschweig in 
Germany 

A scarce origination 

This Zeppelin flight was originally scheduled to stop in Havana on 30 May on the 
Pernambuco (Recife) to Lakehurst, New Jersey leg. This stop was cancelled and the above 
cover, which had been routed to Havana for the Zeppelin connection, was then sent to 
Seville. It duly arrived in Seville on 4 June just in time to meet the Zeppelin which arrived 
from Lakehurst on the following day, 5 June. It was accepted on board and backstamped 
on arrival in Friedrichshafen on 6 June 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Ceylon 

B BY GERMAN AIR MAIL I 
PAR 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 

1934 acceptance from Colombo for the LZ127 1st South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Chad 

R r=mr1 I AMYi 
N° 11 2 

PAR LE OIRIGEABLE 11ZEPP1:LIN,, 
' Vi& Paris - Friedrichsha-fen {Allemagn~) 

1935 acceptance from Fort Lamy for the LZ127 2nd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A very rare origination 
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1932 acceptances from Concepcion for the respective return legs of the LZ127 6th and 
7th South American flights from Pernambuco (Recife) to Friedrichshafen for onward 
delivery to Lorch or Ahrensburg in Germany 

The cachet on the former cover shows the 'IV' for 'IX' month date error 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Colombia 

1932 privately arranged acceptance from Cali for the LZ127 8th South American Flight 
from Rio de Janeiro to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Wurtemberg 

There was no officially organised feeder service from Colombia for the Zeppelin flights. 
This cover was originally addressed to an agent in Rio de Janeiro in Brazil and was sent 
on the first leg of its journey from Cali by the private carrier service 'Conducto Ribon' . 
The cover travelled via Barranquilla (2 October) to Rio de Janeiro(13 October) where the 
addressee relabelled the cover with an address in Wurtemberg and affixed Brazilian stamps 
(14 October) to pay the ongoing postal fees for the delivery by the Zeppelin. The cover 
duly arrived in Friedrichshafen on 19 October 
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1936 acceptance from San Jose for the return leg of the LZ129 lst North American Flight 
from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to Cottbus in Germany 

A rare origination 

The Costa Rican stamp paid the regular airmail rate to the USA and the added US stamps 
paid for the onward transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 
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Cuba 

1932 acceptance from Habana for the LZ127 5th South American flight from Pernambuco 
(Recife) to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Hamburg 

A rare origination 

The Cuban stamps paid the regular airmail rate to Brazil and the added Brazilian stamps 
paid for the onward transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 
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Acceptances from Bengazi for the LZ127 1932 8th South American Flight and 1933 1st 
South American flight both from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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1932 acceptance from Bratislava for the LZ127 8th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Paranagua for delivery to Curitiba 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 

Meter mail £rankings are uncommon on Zeppelin flights 
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1933 acceptance from Abomey for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

Dahomey acceptances are only recorded for four flights from the 1933-34 period 
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1932 acceptance from Danzig Langfuhr for the LZ127 flight from Danzig to Friedrichshafen 
for onward delivery to Basel in Switzerland and 1932 acceptance from Danzig-5 office for 
the 6th South American flight from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect 
with a Syndicate Condor flight to Sao Paulo 

The latter cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin 
and flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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1933 acceptance from Gdansk for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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1936 acceptance from Copenhagen for the LZ129 7th North American Flight from 
Frankfurt to Lakehurst, New Jersey 
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1936 acceptance from Ciudad Trujillo for the return leg of the LZ1291st North American 
Flight from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to London 

A scarce origination 
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1933 acceptance from Alexandria for the LZ127 5th South American flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Rio de Janeiro and 1934 acceptance from Alexandria for the 9th South 
American flight from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

The former cover was routed via Berlin and flown on a special feeder service to 
Friedrichshafen. The Egyptian stamps paid the airmail postage to England and the added 
British stamps paid for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America 
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1932 acceptance from Asmara for the LZ127 9th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 
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1933 acceptance from Tallin for the LZ127 9th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 

A scarce origination 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 

The 9th South American Flight celebrated the 50th ocean crossing of the Zeppelin 
airship. From Pernambuco it went north via Miami and Akron to visit the Chicago World 
Fair before returning to Friedrichshafen via Seville in Spain 
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1933 acceptance from Harrah for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

Ethiopian acceptances are only known for a few of the 1933-34 period LZ127 flights 
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Finland 

1930 acceptance from Helsinki for the September LZ127 Helsinki to Friedrichshafen Flight 
(via Berlin) for onward delivery to Copenhagen 

The planned landing at Helsinki could not take place because of local weather conditions 
and the mail was hoisted on board by a rope 

The cover is franked with a vertical pair of 10m stamps with a special overprint applied 
for this flight. The upper of the two stamps shows the '1830' for '1930' overprint error 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Par Avion 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPEL 

France 

4lb 

EQUILIRREZ 
v ... e tL, ure 

J\ IC P01,.. 3SE 

-:-1 ,\ ~3 -- ".~ ') L' ' IC'!=' r-
'"""'- -

14 

1933 acceptance from Mulhouse for the LZ127 7th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

Meter mail £rankings are uncommon on Zeppelin flights 
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1934 acceptance from Libreville for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

The 1934 3rd Sou th American flight continued on from Pernambuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 
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Gambia 

1935 acceptance from Bathurst for the return leg of LZ127 2nd Pendulum Flight from 
Pernambuco (Recife) to Bathurst and return 

A very rare origination 

Three round trip 'pendulum' flights were flown from Pernambuco to Bathurst and 
return in the late November / early December period during the course of the 16th South 
American Flight from Friedrichshafen. Mail was dropped by parachute and taken on 
board by rope at Bathurst - the Zeppelin did not land in Gambia. Virtually all the mail 
picked up originated from Europe and was flown to Bathurst on a Lufthansa feeder flight 
from Stuttgart 

During the course of this 2nd Pendulum Flight, a revolt broke out in Pernambuco and the 
Zeppelin was unable to land immediately upon its return to Brazil. The mails from 
Europe were dropped over the Air France landing site at Maceio (a little over 200 km. 
south of Pernambuco) on 25 November 

The Zeppelin had originally left Pernambuco at 10.30 p.m. on 22 November and did not 
land again in Pernambuco until 8.40 p.m. on the 27 November. This had actually been the 
500th flight of the Zeppelin airship and inadvertently it became a record flight with just 
over 118 hours in the air ! 
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Germany 

Acceptances from Germany for the March 1929 LZ127 Orient Flight round trip from 
Friedrichshafen and for the July 1931 Polar Flight leg from Friedrichshafen to Leningrad 
with the latter item being mailed on board. The stamp on this latter cover shows the 
'missing hyphen' error after POLAR 

For the former flight the mail was dropped at Ramie (now in Israel) for ongoing delivery 
to Jerusalem 
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1933 acceptance from Gibraltar for the LZ127 3th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) and then Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicate 
Condor flight to Santos 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

CIA NAVEG.1CAO DAS LAGOAS. 

RIO GANOE DOS L. 

R;~·;·;~~ 

Great Britain 

Acceptance from Gosport routed via Berlin for the 1932 LZ1271st South American flight 
and acceptance from London for the 1934 LZ127 6th South American flight, both from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) or Rio de Janeiro to connect with respective 
Syndicato Condor flights to Rio de Janeiro or Rio Grande do Sul 
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Greece 

£1AtKt-1 M,-H~IZ 
E~ E/\J\A~O~ 

• ••• 

• 
• 

1933 acceptances from Athens for the return leg of the May LZ127 Friedrichshafen to 
Rome flight with onward delivery to Lorch in Germany or Barcelona in Spain. 

The unframed red cachets show they were flown on a special feeder service to Rome 
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Via 
oon 

. 
I 
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Guatemala 

Mr. Chas. Nissen. 
216. Walm LaJJe,216. 
London, N.w.2. 
LONOOB EDgl&rJd. 
Great k.,1 t aln. · 

( E-U-P.-0-1?-E) • 

1936 acceptance from Guatemala City for the return leg of the LZ129 lst North American 
Flight from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to London 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

Guinea 

--1 PAR 

GRAF ZEPPEL 
~--

1934 acceptance from Beyla for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife), Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires in Argentina 

A very rare origination 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Pernambuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 
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Por 0 

Haiti •• u. ·· --· 
Vic "'C ~Ir J::- URG' 
W'k~st to "err.iany 

•, 

Haiti 

I 

: -:-- · 1:r . .., . H. Loo~~-, 
bei A. Kw~r, ;. 
Schillerstr. 5~t , 
Cottbus , GEPJ'IArtY; ,. 

1936 acceptance from Port au Prince for the return leg of the LZ129 1st North American 
Flight from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to Cottbus in 
Germany 

A rare origination 

The Haiti stamp paid the regular airmail rate to the USA and the added US stamps paid 
for the onward transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 
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Hejaz and Nejd (Saudi Arabia) 

'II I I __ --- --- --
PAR 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 

VIA Friedrichshafe 
· Allemagne 

II ~o J ~ ·~ • .,( _11 ~ -i_!: ~ 
\\ _H~l 1 • M::C:QuE_ I 
H t ram . 1 

11 · t ii No '1-/-l/--,.,.r: 1] 
i~~===~==~ ,I 

WFTSCMIFF GRAF ZEPPELIN 
5./0DAMliR.I KAFAMRT 

1933 

1933 acceptance from Mecca for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 
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VI A FIRST KATAPULT FLIGHT 
S . S . EUROPA 

TO FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 
VIA GRAF ZEPPELIN 

AB"hURF POST 

Honduras 

CORREO AEREO 
HONDURAS - NEW 

I -::----._ , , 

it I< at -:----_ 
YORK ~ 

MR . F. W. KUMMER, 
POSTLAGERND , 
FRIED~ICHSHAFEN,A .B. GERMANY 

1930 acceptance from Tela for the September Baltic Sea round trip flight leg from Berlin, 
around the Baltic, back to Berlin and on to Friedrichshafen 

A rare origination 

Mail drops on this Baltic flight were made in Riga, Tallin, Helsinki and Stockholm 

From Honduras the cover was routed via New York where it connected with the first 
eastbound German catapult flight from the Europa on 21 September. It was accepted on 
board the Zeppelin in Berlin on 23 September for the Baltic Sea flight and the eventual leg 
back to Friedrichshafen 
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LEGIPOSTA 
PAR AVION 

··~ •,-----::-r-----

: R I Budapest 72 : . 
: ~p. 72 463 /k 

Hungary 

MAGY/: k 
RUGGYANTAARU lflAR 
RESZVENYTARSASAG 

UNGAR ISCHE 
GUMMIWAARENFABRIKS 
ACI ltN6tStLLSCHAH 

1v1f-\t:i (AHOHSZAG 

Ill! 320 Ill 
L C.=J Fl LLER D I 

LEVELC IM: BIJ[)APF~T/, 
LETTER~: ' I '+ .. 

PDSTAFIOK: 2QS 
POST V . 

ZEPPELIN UTJAN 4};~ ~{_ __ 
~ ~.Jff.'22}/2 

~ \1111;11:!,,.;, . 
~ "-l.!L!.!Y<\~ 

~PES"\ 

~-~ ~nu:/(~ 
( ~ l,,U,1,.d ) 

~~~ ~d ~jf4 
__ aJitl. 
LUHf<Hl~J: GRA~ 'Z~PP~UN 
7. I ODAM ERll<MAMR T 
1932 ~~,£,-~~~ 

& 

1932 acceptance from Budapest for the LZ127 7th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Paranagua for delivery to Curitiba 

Meter mail £rankings are uncommon on Zeppelin flights 
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VIA ZEPPELIN 
FRIEDRICHS HAFEN 

Par avion 
Loftlei6is 

Iceland 

1932 acceptance from Reykjavik for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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India - British 

1933 acceptance from Karachi (now in Pakistan) for the LZ127 4th South American flight 
from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

The Indian stamps paid the airmail postage to England and the added British stamps 
paid for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America 

The cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen. 
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India - French 

PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN --_J 

""--

~ L . fllfh ,, C 
{"#~ ! 

7--~~~~~ 

1933 acceptance from Mahe for the LZ127 7th South American flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

The British India stamp is superfluous to the franking 

Mahe was one of five French settlements in India. The otheres were Chandernagor, Karikal, 
Pondichery and Yanaon. Mahe consisted of a town and small separated agricultural 
settlement and was situated on India's south west Arabian Sea coast in the Malabar 
District some 50 km. north of Calicot 
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Indochina 

Sa i gon - At henes 
Athe nes - Berlin et 

i te par "Graf Zeppelin 
Friedrich sbafen" 

!'EC k 

~!U f1>~ 
r/Y~ .,? 

~~~ ~~r 
Z·?rla,; 

1934 acceptance from Saigon for the LZ127 3rd South American flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) and Rio de Janeiro for onward delivery to to connect with a 
Syndicato Condor flight to La Paz (Bolivia) and then a Lloyd Aereo Boliviano flight to 
Arica (Chile) for onward transmission to Peru by surface mail 

A scarce origination 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Pernambuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 
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Iran 

I ___ _ 

ruSTF 

1934 acceptance from Teheran for the LZ127 10th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Sydicato Condor flight to 
Buenos Aires 

A scarce origination 
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Iraq 

Acceptances from Baghdad for the 1933 LZ127 3rd South American flight and for the 
1934 8th South American flight both from Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 

The Iraqi stamps paid the registered airmail rate to England and the added British stamps 
paid for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America. The former cover 
has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and flown on a 
special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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R Dublin 

GRAJ'F ZEPPELII 
Friedriehshatea • Pernambuco. 

Ireland 

Jr 

. - -

Oia, 

1932 acceptances from Dublin for the respective LZ127 5th and 6th South American flights 
from Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) 

Both covers have a special cachet to show that the acceptances were routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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Italy 

8ANCA01 LE6NANO 
LE6NA~O 

NTJEVO BA.NCO ITALIANO 

1933 acceptance from Legnano for the LZ127 2nd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) and Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicato 
Condor flight to Buenos Aires 

Meter mail £rankings are uncommon on Zeppelin flights 
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Ivory Coast 

GRAF 

.... e.Ab 1 tr ler 
r er a i l 

1934 acceptance from Bingerville for the LZ127 1st South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 
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Jamaica 

T . A. Gall ;~q., 

c/o Messrs Nathan & Dodfrey Ltd ., 

. 
• 

' 
' . 25 Moore. lane , 

Fore Str eet , 

London E. C . 2 , 

ENGLAND • 

1936 acceptance from Kingston for the return leg of the LZ129 1st North American Flight 
from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to London 

A rare origination 
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J 1m ~opp~li«-~f cf]iff 
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C> 

la 
" C> 
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Japan 

Acceptances from Tokyo for the August 1929 LZ127 World Circuit flight legs from Tokyo 
to Friedrichshafen via Los Angeles and Lakehurst, New Jersey, with the former for 
onward delivery to London. 

The latter was posted on board and mailed after departure from Tokyo on the leg to Los 
Angeles and is franked with both Japanese and German stamps with their respective" on 
board" datestamps (25 August) 
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--1 AR 

GRAF ZEPPELI 

VIA FriedrichshafEn 
Allemc1nn 

; I R \ Johore Bahru 
; A 660 6 
I • 

HAF'au.uffMO~ F'RUi:DAICM S MAJ:'~~ 

.¥r 
LUJ:!JCUIFF C.~Af ZEPP[lfN 
I. SUDAMERIKAFAHRT 19JJ 

Johore 

1933 acceptance from Johore Bahru for the LZ127 8th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

The Johore stamps paid for delivery to Germany and the added German stamps paid for 
the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America 
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R\ 
MOMBASA 

tenya 

1694 

BY AIRBHIP 
carat' Zeppelln 

··""~--- .. -- -- ...... 

i R IIAIR08J, ,CENYA 

No 7657 
,/ 

E.T. SUL'F_,RSET ESQRE., 

. Do. X" 
10 m, Unge 

~I. 10. 1929 

c/o \"iGLO- OU'l'H AMERICAN BANK LTDA., 

Kenya 

Acceptances from Mombasa and from Nairobi for the 1934 LZ127 llth South American 
flight and for the 1935 6th South American flight respectively both from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) with former with ongoing service to Rio de Janeiro to connect 
with Syndicato Condor flight to Buenos Aires 

A scarce origination 
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Jv\it,.GRAF ZEPFf;LlN" ~ _ 
ch BRASILIEN- ,.~ ~ .. -

A' 

' 

Latvia 

1932 acceptances from Slampe for the LZ127 6th and 9th South American flights 
respectively both from Friedrichshafen to Pemarnbuco (Recife) with former to connect 
with a Syndicate Condor flight to Rio de Janeiro 

A uncommon origination 

The latter was routed via Berlin and flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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PAR AVION I 
~):-1 ~~I 

Lebanon 

R Beyrouth R.P. 

N° 26 

1932 acceptance from Beirut for the LZ127 8th South American flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to Paranagua for 
delivery to Curitiba 

A rare origination 
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Kuwait 

r 
VIA ZEPPELIN 
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 

Srs. H. Stoltz~ Cie ., 
Recife . - Per nambuc , 

B RAZ I L . 

1934 acceptance from Kuwait for the LZ127 10th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 
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Liberia 

MIT LUFTPOST 
PAR A V ION 

MIT LUFTPOST 
PAR AV I ON 

1936 acceptance from Monrovia for the LZ129 8th North American Flight from Frankfurt 
to Lakehurst, New Jersey with onward delivery to Los Angeles 

A very rare origination 

The Liberian stamp paid postage to Germany. On the reverse of the cover are German 
50pf and 75pf Zeppelin stamps to pay for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service 
to North America 
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~opp@Titt-juftf rfiiff 
<, ...... '.' ... _Gr a.f_. l.e.p.p.elin .... ~ ... 
von Liechtenstein 
nach l riedrichshafen 

0ffi3ieUe ftarte ber l!'Jefog 
'llut.(!luftau G'9b,6 1uttgan. '21U 

MIT LU FTPOST 
PAR AVION 

~rl Z:lipstein . 

~ r 1 o n g e n 

Liechtenstein 

1931 acceptances from Vaduz for the 10 June LZ127 flight from Vaduz to Lausanne with 
onward delivery to Erlangen in Germany and from Triesenberg for the July LZ127 Polar 
flight leg from Friedrichshafen to Franz-Josephland via Leningrad for onward delivery 
to Dubendorf in Switzerland. 

In Franz-Josephland the Zeppelin made a water landing alongside the icebreaker Malyguin 
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Lithuania 

f-C ~ l~IT'f')t ~ / E: '1,w,~ ~ .. < 

Lai t O Graf Zep;ielin ·u f 

Hermann Stolz &. 

Recife - P e rn a m bu co 
:::========-========--=-=--=-

Brasilien. 
a 

1933 acceptance from Klaipeda for the LZ127 1st South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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R Luxembourg-Ville 

N° 997 

Mit Luftpost 
Par avion 

Luxembourg 

1933 acceptance from Luxembourg-Ville for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 

The Luxembourg stamps paid the registered postage to Germany and the German stamps 
paid for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America 
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Madagascar 

. ···---~ _042 
PAR LE DIRIGEABLE !'ZEPPELIN ,, 

··~--

Via Paris· Friedrichshifen {Allemagne) 

1935 acceptance from Tananarive for the LZ127 2nd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicate Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A rare origination 
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Mlt Lufte chlff 
• rat'Z eppe lln 

, .• 

Malaya 

1934 acceptance from Sitiawan for the LZ127 10th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

This acceptance was routed via Leipzig to Stuttgart where it connected with the special 
feeder service from Berlin to Friedrichshafen. For the 1934 flights, the Lufthansa feeder 
service left Berlin at 2.00 p.m. and arrived in Stuttgart at 4.15 p.m. It left again at 4.30 
p.m.and arrived in Friedrichshafen at 5.15 p.m. The Zeppelin would normally depart in 
the early evening somewhere between 7.00 and 8.30 p.m. 
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1Q . 33 
Wn'.KI-II" <.RN z:t;PP".IN 
3. SODAMliRll<A~Al·UH 

Malta 

(RI VALLETTA 
(MALTA) 

418 

1933 acceptances from Valletta for the LZ127 3rd and 6th South American flights, both 
from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife), the former to connect with a Syndicate 
Condor flight to Buenos Aires 
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JI PAR 
GRAF ZEPP 

~-- -
IA Friedrichshaft . 

Mauritania 

19~44 

WFTSCHIFF GRAF ZEPPELIN 
AR6ENTINIENFAHRT 

1934 acceptance from Boutilimit for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Buenos Aires 

A scarce origination 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Pernambuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 
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Mexico 

Mexico, D. Fr..:
2

.,..,
0
.......,-= 

VIA TRA'tJSATLANT I CO 
n HI N::m.n3tr:lG n 

"Seryi c i o 

Sieger Neuh~:i. ten Di enst . 
Lorch . Wt brg. 

AL.!!. 1.i .A.NIA . 

1936 acceptance from Mexico City for the return leg of the LZ129 2nd North American 
Flight from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to Lorch in 
Germany 

This return leg of the 2nd North American flight was the first official mail transport by 
the Zeppelin service for mail originating in Mexico 
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Middle Congo 

1934 acceptance from Brazzaville for the LZ127 12th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A very rare origination 

This Zeppelin flight is also known as the "Christmas Flight" 
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Monaco 

1932 acceptance from Monaco for the LZ127 8th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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I MIT ZEPPELIN 
EURDPA·SUDAMERIKA 

• 9: . 

C. C . 1588 . 

i~uenos 11~P.s • 

Morocco - British Agencies - Casablanca and Larache 

1933 acceptances from Casablanca routed via Berlin for the LZ127 9th South American 
flight and from Larache for the LZ127 2nd South American flight, both from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife), the latter to connect with a Syndicate Condor 
flight to Buenos Aires 

The 9th South American Flight was the 50th ocean crossing of the Zeppelin airship. From 
Pernarnbuco it visited the Chicago World Fair before returning to Friedrichshafen 
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TANGIER, 
MOROCCO 

Morocco - British Agencies - Tangier 

0 0453 

1933 acceptance from Tangier for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) and then Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicato 
Condor flight to Buenos Aires 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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R 
TETUAif, 
MOROCCO 

No 7220 

Morocco - British Agencies - Tetuan 

1935 acceptance from Tetuan for the LZ127 16th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

Great Britain had postal agencies in several areas in Morocco during this Zeppelin period 
other than the four shown here, Casablanca, Larache, Tangier and Tetuan. These were 
situated at Fez, Marrakesh, Mazagan, Mogador, Rabat and Saffi. Originations from these 
latter agencies are not currently recorded for Zeppelin flights. All British Agencies in 
Morocco were finally closed for good on 14 August 1937 
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Morocco - French 

1933 acceptance from Casablanca-Port for the LZ127 4th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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Morocco - Spanish 

Mrs.A. Kummer, 
Schiller Str. , 56, 

Cottbus i/L, 
GERMANY 

1930 acceptance from Tangier for the final leg of the LZ127 Europe Pan-American Flight 
from Seville in Spain to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Cottbus in Germany 

The 1930 Europe Pan-American flight was the first flight of the Zeppelin to South America. 
The route was as follows: Friedrichshafen- Seville - Pernambuco (Recife) - Rio de Janeiro 
- Pernambuco (Recife)- Lakehurst, New Jersey- Seville - Friedrichshafen. A planned stop 
in Havana, Cuba on the leg from Pernambuco to Lakehurst was cancelled 
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An das £uf'tschiff 
, , GRAF ZE?PELIN, , 

Recife 

P e r n a m b u c o 

----------------------

Netherlands 

Acceptance from Wassenaap for the July 1931 LZ127 Polar flight leg from Friedrichshafen 
to Franz-Josephland via Leningrad for onward delivery back to Wassenaap and 
acceptance from Amsterdam for the 1932 6th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

For the former the Zeppelin made a water landing alongside the icebreaker Malyguin in 
Franz-Josephland and the latter has a special cachet to show that it was routed via Berlin 
for the special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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carat Zeppelln 

Netherlands Indies 

Acceptance from Batavia Gakarta) for the 1934 LZ12710th South American flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) and acceptance from Solo for the 1 August 1936 
LZ129 'Olympic' round trip flight from Frankfurt to visit the Olympic Games in Berlin 
for eventual onward delivery back to Solo in Java 
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HU lattsdllll 
Grat iea,pethl 
zu bdOrdcrn 

Nicaragua 

1930 acceptance from Managua for the LZ127 Europe Pan-American Flight leg from 
Lakehurst, New Jersey to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Braunschweig in 
Germany 

A scarce origination 

The Nicaragua stamps paid the registered airmail rate to the USA and the added US 
stamp paid for the onward transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 

This flight was originally scheduled to call at Havana, Cuba and this acceptance was 
routed via Havana (18 May backstarnp). When notification of the cancellation of the 
Havana stop was received then the cover was flown on to New York in order to meet 
with the Zeppelin at Lakehurst instead (3 June) 
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Niger 

1934 acceptance from Zinder for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

This acceptance was routed from Paris to Stuttgart to connect with a feeder flight to 
Friedrichshafen 



Worldwide Originations for Zeppelin Flights 

v,A ~oN ootv { 
OVErt-lAND 

BY AIRSHIP ., ZEPPELIN,, 

Northern Rhodesia 

wia London-Friedridlsbahn (B•man1) 

1935 acceptance from Livingstone for the LZ127 11th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A very rare origination 

The 'a' code letter at the right hand side of the red circular Zeppelin confirmation 
handstamp signifies that this cover was carried on the special feeder flight from Berlin 
to Friedrichshafen 
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Norway 

1932 acceptances from Oslo routed via Berlin for the LZ127 4th and 6th South American 
flights both from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with respective 
Syndicate Condor flights to Rio de Janeiro or Bahia 
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Nyasaland 

... 

~~----.;...·, 
RI Zomba 

6 

1934 acceptance from Zomba for the LZ127 7th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 
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VIA ZEPPELIN 
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

Palestine 

Acceptances from Jerusalem for the 1933 LZ127 2nd South American flight and the 1934 
LZ127 lst South American flight, both from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife), the 
former to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to Buenos Aires 

On the former cover the Palestine stamps paid for registered airmail to England and the 
added British stamps paid for the onward trnsmission by Zeppelin service to South 
America 
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Braunsc::hwelg 
Poslfach 163 

Panama 

1930 acceptance from Panama City for the 12127 Europe Pan-American Flight leg from 
Lakehurst, New Jersey to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Braunschweig in 
Germany 

A scarce origination 

The Panama stamps paid the airmail rate to the USA and the added US stamp paid for 
the onward transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 

This flight was originally scheduled to call at Havana, Cuba and this acceptance was 
routed via Havana (18 May backstarnp). When notification of the cancellation of the 
Havana stop was received then the cover was flown on to New York in order to meet 
with the Zeppelin at Lakehurst instead (3 June) 
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HERMANN E 
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\,UERTSMBERG 
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HERMANN E SIEGER 

FRIEDRI CHSHAFEN 

Alemania 

Paraguay 

'\ IA. 
COt,~DOR 

ZEf"'IPELIN 

Acceptances from Asuncion for the return leg of the 1934 LZ127 10th South American 
flight from Pernambuco (Recife) to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Lorch in 
Germany and for the return leg of the 1936 LZ127 8th South American flight from 
Pernambuco (Recife) to Frankfurt and on to Friedrichshafen 

During 1936-1937 both the LZ127 and the LZ129 were making flights to South America 
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Syndicato Condor Ltd.a . 

Servi c i o Aereo No 

PERNA:M.BUCO 

Peru 

Conexion con el Dirigible •zepRel in" 

or Syndiln;tt, 

Li ndenst r e.sse 

BER LI N 

1932 acceptance from Lima for the return leg of the LZ127 7th South American Flight 
from Rio de Janeiro via Barcelona to Friedrichshafen for onward delivery to Berlin 

The Peruvian stamps paid the airmail postage to Brazil and the Brazilian stamps were 
added in Rio de Janeiro by arrangement with Syndicato Condor to pay for the onward 
transmission to Germany by the Zeppelin service 
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Poland 

Mit Luftschlfl' 
• Gq:;1f Zeppelin'" 

1932 acceptance from Lodz for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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Reunion 

\If~ PARIS 

1935 acceptance from Saint Denis for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A rare origination 
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our:n,. t;;sr, 1 
22.160 

Romania 

Zit 
liJ i{/lJ& ii4f ;(c;i)E/u t 

& naur 

tld uz c 

1932 acceptance from Bucharest for the LZ127 9th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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Ruanda-Urundi 

Print ed Ma tter Rat e. 

~ 
BYAIRMAIL . 

1934 acceptance from Usumbura for the LZ127 11th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) and on to Rio de Janeiro 

A very rare origination 

The Ruanda-Urundi stamps paid the airmail postage to England and the added British 
stamps paid for the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America 
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MIT LUPTSCHIFF 
GRAF ZEPPELIN " 

~~ 

Russia 

Acceptances from Moscow for the September 1930 LZ127 Baltic Sea flight from Berlin 
with a drop in Helsinki and for theAugust 1931 LZ127 Friedrichshafen to London flight 
both for onward delivery to Switzerland. On the latter the Russian stamps paid postage 
to Germany and the added German stamp paid for the Zeppelin service to England 
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l!it .... Iu.f .t.sc.hi.f .f ... rr.Gr.a.f . Zep.p.e.l iri" .. 

bis I.akehurot 

Hans u,eimer 

s a a x b r ti c k e n 

Grossh. Friedrichstr: 

Friedrfohshaferi "[B'odeiisee }- Lakehurst 

: ............... ·: 

MIT LU FT POST 
PARAVION 

Saar 

Acceptance from Saarbrucken for the 1929 LZ127 World Circuit flight legs from 
Friedrichshafen via Tokyo to Lakehurst, New Jersey with onward delivery back to Saar 
and further acceptance from Saarbruken for the 1932 LZ127 6th South American flight 
from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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St. Lucia 

~ 
BY AIQ MAIL 

---------
181 ilton Road Wes~ 
PERI 

1936 acceptance from Castries for the return leg of the LZ1291st North American Flight 
from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt for onward delivery to England 

A very rare origination 

Originations from St. Lucia are unrecorded in the two standard Zeppelin catalogues (Sieger 
and Michel) 
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Salvador 

CE R-T I FI C A D 0 
Herrn Hermann E. Sieger 

CORREOSj OE EL SALVADOR. C. A. 

No./ (f ~I . C·ms. 

SA NI SAL VA DO R 
Rem. E. FRA1~--~---+--·-------

a. c Zeppelinreederei 

FRANKFURT AM MAIN. 

SAN SALVADOR, C. A. ALEMANIA 

1936 acceptance from San Salvador for the return leg of the LZ129 3rd North American 
Flight from Lakehurst, New Jersey to Frankfurt 

The majority of the Salvador eds' s struck on the covers as opposed to on the stamps show 
a date error '1935' corrected by hand to '1936' 
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San Marino 

Mod. 24 R. 

PAR AVION 
Per: via aerea 

Raccom. 

~- MARD.'O 
REPUBLLU,\ 

GRAFF ZEPPELIN 
Fr iedrichsha!en -

4818 

SA~ MARI~O 
(llepu bhl ie:.i) 

2691 

er ma nn St oltz & Oia, 
Hecif-3 - !' .o r nam buco, 
BRAS IL. 

Acceptances from San Marino for the 1932 LZ127 5th and 6th South American flights 
from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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~ 
BY AIR MAIL 

Sarawak 

N 
C 

;p_ 

, 

1935 acceptance from Kuching for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

The 'a' code letter at the right hand side of the red circular Zeppelin confirmation 
handstamp signifies that this cover was carried on the special feeder flight from Berlin 
to Friedrichshafen 
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Senegal 

. 
/ 

~o 9 5 2 

PAR AVION 

1934 acceptance from Dakar for the LZ127 11th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A rare origination 
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-···-· "'s .,. ' 
.... ·-·-" . --.. ... ,Al\'"'·>,./" 
/J, t_·;.-' / 

:;., \ ..... , :.. 
't ,,_, .. ... \ / 

VIA AEREA 
MOGADISCIO-ROMA 

_,. ·- ... . .. ·' =·'-'· . . [IT.;ir.,\ :', f: .. . ::••.!,lf'."; 

0.\ ... . ) ,., ; u :_> "' tJ : 
... ~ 

-:;--: , Syndicate Concto· .. 
... , ·., ,......,....... 

+ _ __ .,. 

1-J ... • ' 

en'tos. r 11 . 

Somalia - Italian 

1933 acceptance from Mogadishu for the LZ127 1st South American flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Santos and a 1932 attempted acceptance to meet the LZ127 in Seville. For the latter the 
planned connecting flight from Rome to Seville did not take place 
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Somalia Coast - French 

LR 
I 

... C. t.. , ~ ,t • 

Via Paris - Friedrichsha-fen (Allemag ne) 

1935 acceptance from Djibouti for the LZ127 1st South Am erican Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicate Condor flight to 
Bahia 
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PAR 
GRAF ZEPPELIN 

Somaliland - British 

~,d.,d 7/14~ 

~ko&ed. 

1933 acceptance from Berbera for the LZ127 9th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) and Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicate 
Condor flight to La Paz (Bolivia) and then a Lloyd Aereo Boliviano flight to Arica (Chile) 
for onward transmission to Peru by surface mail 

A very rare origination 

The 9th South American Flight celebrated the 50th ocean crossing of the Zeppelin 
airship. From Pemambuco it went north via Miami and Akron to visit the Chicago World 
Fair before returning to Friedrichshafen via Seville in Spain 
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_ CORREO ~Q_ 
SEVILLA-PARIS-FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 

VIA GRAF ZEPPELIN 
ABWURF POST 

Spain 

Acceptance from Seville for the 1930 LZ127 Europe Pan-American flight legs from 
Seville to Lakehurst, New Jersey for onward delivery to Vermont and a twice mailed 
acceptance from Seville routed via Frankfurt for the September 1930 LZ127 return flight 
from Kassel to Friedrichshafen 

The Friedrichshafen to Kassel round trip had been originally scheduled for an earlier date 
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Southern Rhodesia 

1935 acceptance from Salisbury for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) 

A rare origination 

The 'a' code letter at the right hand side of the red circular Zeppelin confirmation 
handstamp signifies that this cover was carried on the special feeder flight from Berlin 
to Friedrichshafen 
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ONLY 
GR.A .. , ~fffELrr 11 

~-<..\~ c~ 
.:§ ~ • 

i~- ~1 -; ~~f 
~ N~- ., ~~ 

~"IFAM~\ 

by II 

DEUTSCHE LUFlPOST 

4 Ansdltussftug zur 1~ 
,~ , Siidamerikafahrt 
~~) Q L 7. 
~ --~ 
. desluftschiffs GRAfI!;!fELIN = 

BERLIN·fRIEDR\CHSHAFEN 

Sudan 

n gfsi . 
Tit. Ryndicato Condor Ltda. , 
SA N TOS . Brasil . 

1933 acceptance from Wadi Halfa for the LZ127 4th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) and Rio de Janeiro to connect with a Syndicate 
Condor flight to Santos 

A rare origination 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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Surinam 

1931 acceptance from Paramaibo for the June / July LZ127 flight from Friedrichshafen to 
Iceland with the mail being dropped at Reykjavik (1 July) for onward delivery to Den 
Haag in the Netherlands 

A rare origination for this flight 
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VtA l ONDDN ~ 
OVEJtlAND 

-

. C" .:::::;;.:- . 
~ 

BT AIRSHIP -'ZEPPELIN,, 

Swaziland 

I 

• 
~ 

} ~ 

ria Loadon-Fl'iedricbahafen (Bermany) 1 

1935 acceptance from Mbabane for the LZ127 11th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicato Condor flight to 
Bahia 

A rare origination 
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Sweden 

OfficleJle Karle der Oels.g, Pt'a.nkfurt. •· lol. 

4 14'?¥ ' .. , 

Mit LaftschHT 
Graf Zeppelin 

Acceptance from Stockholm for the July 1930 LZ127 Friedrichshafen to Spitzbergen round 
trip flight with the mail being dropped at Hammerfest in Norway for onward delivery to 
Karlsruhe in Germany and acceptance from Blotberget for the 1933 LZ127 5th South 
American flight from Friedrichshafen to Pemambuco (Recife) and on to Rio de Janeiro 
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Switzerland 

Via Romanahorn l/Friedrichah3fen 
Luftachiff ~Graf Zeppel1~~aj2~Alt.(, t~cl- ~ ~ !::, 9 1·v -4 N . ' '!:" • :' - (,) 1932./;' 

,'1'1~. ~- - .,'-\:· 
"-'//JI !)b~.'_, ---< Messrs. 

Wettstein, Kramer & 

::::::::.--:=--MonJi tas N. o 753 
~ Ua~illa Correo 2827 

LUHJrn1~~ GRA~ l.t:Y.-1:du 
6. I00AM~RIV ~'" 'JP-"" 

193Z Santiago de Chile . 
----------------------

1932 acceptance from Zurich for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicate Condor flight to La Paz (Bolivia) and 
a Lloyd Aereo Boliviano flight to Arica (Chile) for onward delivery to Santiago 

Meter mail £rankings are uncommon on Zeppelin flights 
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Syria 

PAR 

GRAF ZEPPELIN --

1933 acceptance from Damascus for the LZ127 1st South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

Acceptances from Syria have only been recorded for two of the LZ127 flights 
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By 
By 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

Tanganyika 

Srs Hermann Stoltz & Co 

Hecife - Pernambuco. 

B R A Z I L • 

1934 acceptance from Dodoma for the LZ127 10th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 
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Thailand 

J\ll" 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

Mr . Herman Eisel e , 
707 Enginee rs Bldg. , 

Cleveland, Ohio, 
U.S . A. 

1932 acceptance from Bangkok for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) for onward delivery to USA 

A very rare origination 

The Thai stamps paid the postage to Germany and the added German stamps paid for 
the onward transmission by Zeppelin service to South America. Strictly speaking an item 
of mail addressed to the USA should not have been accepted on this flight 

Originations from Thailand are unrecorded in the two standard Zeppelin catalogues 
(Sieger and Michel) 
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Togo 

1934 acceptance from Lorne for the LZ127 3rd South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) to connect with a Syndicate Condor flight to La Paz (Bolivia) and 
a Lloyd Aereo Boliviano flight to Arica (Chile) for onward delivery to Lima 

A very rare origination 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Pernarnbuco via Rio de Janeiro to 
Buenos Aires in Argentina. This was the the only time that a Zeppelin flight visited a 
South American country other than Brazil 
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Jt Luttschlll c GRAP 7 f!f>t'f.UN • UJi:ll; 

Mod~ 24 . fk'll. 

TRIPOLI 

R (Corrispon denze) 

4398 

Tripolitania 

R A CCOMANDAT A 

S p ett. D itta 

Hermann Stoltz e C ia ., 

RECIFE (Pernambuco) 

Brasl le 

1932 acceptance from Tripoli for the LZ127 6th South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pemambuco (Recife) 
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Tunisia 

PAR 

GRAF ZEPPELIN 

1933 acceptance from Tunis for the LZ127 2nd South American Flight from Friedrichshafen 
to Pernambuco (Recife) 
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MIT ZEPPELIN 
EUROPA•SUDAHERIKA 

Jan~iro ----
ODAM{;R\KA~Al-tRt'o ixa 727 

/ .. )3 '2 

Turkey 

1932 acceptances from Istanbul for the LZ127 6th and 8th South American flights from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernarnbuco (Recife), the latter to connect with a Syndicate Condor 
flight to Rio de Janeiro 

Both covers were routed via Berlin and flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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\ 
L. J. Her be rt , M •·· D: :- . ~ 
401 State Tewer "Bl dg.· 
Syracuse , N. Y., U. S . A. 

SPECIAL FLIGHT~ SPECIAL FLIGHT ~ SPECIAL FLIGHT 

* * * ,a 
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I 
* * * 

BRAZIL5.A. 
MIAM I 
l'LORIDA 

AKRON 
OHIO .. . . 

OCTOB&A 
... ss 

VIA GRAF ZEPPELIN 
Ohicago to Fried­
ri chshaien,Germany e 
VIA AIR MAIL c, 

L. J . Cooper, 
Norwalk, Conn . , 
U. 8 .A. = 

SPECIAL FLIGHT ~ SPECIAL FUCHT 

* * * SPECIAL FLIGHT 

United States of America 

1929 acceptance from Lakehurst, New Jersey for the LZ127 Round the World flight from 
Lakehurst back to Lakehurst via Friedrichshafen, Tokyo and Los Angeles for onward 
delivery to Sytacuse in New York State and 1933 acceptance from Chicago for the return 
legs of the LZ127 flight to the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago back to 
Friedrichshafen for onward delivery back to the USA 
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VJ.A CONDOR ZErPELIN 
15 Vlf\JE 

I ~ 

\ ) R. : · DEL URUGUAY · 1 \ 
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I 
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:i, 
z , 
0 

, Sie~or 

Al temanha 

Certii'..:.ccd . 

F'trma 
Hermann E. Sieger 

Friedrichsharcn/Bodensce 

Allemanha 

Uruguay 

1935 acceptances from Montevideo for the LZ127 return legs of the 15th and 16th South 
American flights both from Rio de Janeiro via Pernambuco (Recife) to Friedrichshafen 
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Jt Luftschl!: 

Mod. 24 R. 

PAR AVION 
OMANDAT A 

Spett. Ditta 

H erm ann Stoltz e Cia., 

RECIFE (Pernam buco) 

B r asl le 

Spe tt/Dtta 
••• :,.. .• 1 .. 

Hermann Stoltz e Gia •• 

RECIFE (~ernambuco) 

Brasile. 

Vatican 

1932 acceptances from Vatican City for the LZ127 3rd and 5th South American flights 
both from Friedrichshafen to Pernabuco (Recife) 
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_J GRAF ZEPPELIN _,__ 

IA Friedrichshafe 
Allemagrio 

Yemen 

ECO Dn -
, ~_:t,0: ,C 

c ~ 1 
~~ 

" 

1933 acceptance from Hodieda for the LZ127 5th South American Flight from 
Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

A very rare origination 

This cover has a special cachet to show that the acceptance was routed via Berlin and 
flown on a special feeder service to Friedrichshafen 
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---=·· ~ 
BEOfPAA 1 
BEOGRAD t 

.\2 2727 

B • r 
Ch•fportier 

in Bueno~ - Aires, Areentinien 
-------------

,..-...M.1 t; LUr'CSCnl.II 

PNP.~=~\Y.. !"I-~~=~ 

:~~~~~L\tt ... ; ~ ~~~ HERMANOS 
~~tl..R!~~ -~~~--..--""ii=1 oRIDA 1483 

Yugoslavia 

0 N T E V f 
URUQUAY 

Acceptances from Belgrade and Zagreb respectively for the 1933 LZ127 2nd South 
American flight and 1934 LZ127 3rd South American flight both from Friedrichshafen to 
Pernarnbuco (Recife) and on to Rio de Janeiro to connect with Syndicato Condor flights 
to Buenos Aires or Montevideo 

The 1934 3rd South American flight continued on from Rio de Janeiro to Buenos Aires 
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R ZANZIBAR 

394 

BY AIRSHIP 
carat' Zeppelln 

Zeppelin German y- Brazil 
j 

Zanzibar 

a 

Srs . H. Stoltz & Cie . 
Recife . Per n ambuco . 

Br azil . 

Acceptances from Zanzibar for the 1934 LZ127 6th and 10th South American flights both 
from Friedrichshafen to Pernambuco (Recife) 

The former was routed to Friedrichshafen via Stuttgart and the latter via Cologne 
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