


The 1932 and 1933 Fifth South America Zeppelin Flights 
 
 
Both these flights were undertaken in the LZ127 “Graf Zeppelin”. Details of the airship and 
details of both the actual 1932 and 1933 Fifth South American Flights are given on separate 
following introductory pages. 
 
Background 
 
With the advent of the LZ127 “Graf Zeppelin” airship the German Zeppelin company were able 
to look at the commercial side of the airship business and one very immediate possible 
benefit was to speed up communications between Europe and the Americas. In the chosen 
years of 1932 and 1933 transatlantic airmail was still very much in its infancy and the current 
airplanes still had limited ranges and were unable to fly non-stop across the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean. The Graf Zeppelin airship was perfectly placed to attempt to bridge this gap. Alas, its 
flights were limited by weather and this tended to favour flights being made in the European 
spring, later summer and early autumn periods to the Northern parts of Brazil. Flights in the 
European winter months were just not possible on safety grounds.  
 
It must be remembered that, although the vast majority of Zeppelin mail is of a philatelic origin, 
one of the original ideals behind the Zeppelin flights to South America was to create a viable 
commercial inter-continental airmail service in the years prior to non-stop transatlantic 
airplane flights. The original attempts to set up the feeder service to Friedrichshafen from 
many different originating countries were legitimate ones with a sound commercial base. 
 
The Exhibit 
 
The exhibit looks, individually, at both these 1932 and 1933 flights in detail and, for both, 
shows examples of mail from Germany destined to South America followed by examples of 
most of the known origins including several rare, some extremely rare and, occasionally, odd 
unique acceptances. Mail posted on board the Zeppelin while in flight is also shown and this 
is followed by examples of mail flown back on the return flight to Friedrichshafen. For the 1933 
flight additionally shown are examples of covers flown on both legs of the Rio de Janeiro 
round trip as well as examples of mail destined to Spain and dropped off at Seville on the 
return trip. 
 
One of the great problems facing the Zeppelin collector has always been the postal rates. 
Regrettably, reliable information on rates tends to be the exception rather than the rule. Rates 
from many originating countries are simply quoted as “not being known”. 
 
With a great deal of the existing mail being philatelic in origin it has always been very difficult 
to know for certain whether a franking on a cover is a legitimate rate or whether it is simply an 
overfranked “collectors’ piece”. This exhibit attempts to analyze the rates where possible and 
for all the covers shown on the following pages rate information has been given. Where little is 
known these are suggested as possible Zeppelin surcharge rates and where back-up material 
from other sources or correspondences exists these are suggested as probable Zeppelin 
surcharge rates. Where definitive information on the actual published rates has been found 
then, of course, this has simply been quoted.  
 



1932 Fifth South America Flight  1933 Fifth South America Flight 
 
Introduction page             Frame      xx Introduction page      Frame xx 
German acceptances  Frame      xx German acceptances    Frame xx 
Accept fr other countries  Frame      xx Accept fr other countries    Frame xx 
Mail posted on board  Frame      xx Mail posted on board    Frame xx 
Accept for return flight  Frame      xx Mail for drop in Seville    Frame xx 

Rio de Janeiro round trip   Frame        xx  

       Accept for return flight    Frame xx 
 



































Postal Rates 

1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

Finland Origination 

POSTKORT 

Hermann Stoltz & Cie . 

fur Herrn Sieger 

- Perna.mbuoo 

Postcard from Helsinki to Recife with M. 21.50 franking 
A rare origination 

The international base rates from Finland were M. 1.50 for a postcard or M. 2.50 for a letter ( up to 
20 grams). Registration was an additional M. 2.50 

The franking on the above postcard would suggest a possible airmail surcharge fee of M. 20.00 p er 
5 grams to Brazil 



1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

France Origination 

DEUTSCHE U,l'T HANSA 

·•· $YHOIC ... TO COl<OOII LfDA. 

Mit luftsch iff »Graf Zeppelin « Mr . H. Sohlleike.r 

..11R c,~_,.=r..,-,:f •in pos tal 294, 

I CUR IT YBA 

l 
N° 3 6 6 ---------------- -- ·-

- Brasil. 

Registered cover from Mulhouse to Curitiba in Southern Brazil with Fr. 11.50 franking 

Postal Rates 

The international base rates from France were Fr. 0.90 for a postcard or Fr. 1.50 for a letter (up to 
20 grams). The airmail surcharge rate for the Zeppelin flight was an additional Fr. 8.50 for a 
postcard or a letter up to 5 grams destined for either Brazil or Argentina. Registration was an 
additional Fr. 1.50 

The above cover weighed up to 5 grams and therefore a Fr. 1.50 base rate plus Fr. 8.50 airmail 
surcharge and Fr. 1,50 registration applied making a correct total of Fr. 11.50 



1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

Great Britain Originations 

Registered printed matter cover from Trearddur Bay in North Wales to Buenos Aires with a 1 / 3~ d 
frankmg showing the circular 'BERLIN-FRIEDRICHSHAFEN' Deutsche Lufthansa feeder cachet 

Postal Rates 

All inclusive rates were offered from Great Britain as follows: 

Mail to Brazil was 10d per half ounce for printed matter, 1 / 9d for a postcard and 3 / 6d per half 
ounce for letters. Mail to other South American countries was 1 / - per half ounce for printed 
matter, 2/ - for a postcard and 4/- per half ounce for letters. Registration was 3d extra 

The above cover was franked with 1 / - for the all inclusive printed matter rate to other South 
American countries plus 3d for registration (overpaid\ d) 



Mit Luftschiff Graf Zeppelin. 

BY AIR MAIL 
PAR AVION 

" o . J . Ki ng , 
lV~n oste Restante ' 
s. ,J~~M~ ~i>/i~,u~t.UI Paraguay . 

~ r.!:.~iKAfAi.:RT 
1932 ....... 

Unsealed (printed matter rate) cover from London to Asuncion, Paraguay with 1/ - franking to 
pay the correct inclusive rate to other South American countries. It shows the circular 'BERLIN­
FRIBDRICHSHAFEN' Deutsche Lufthansa feeder cachet 

Mail destined for Paraguay travelled by surface mail after reaching Buenos Aires 

6-RA F ::ZE PPG£./# 

~~·-,-· 
BY AIR MAIL 

PAR 'AVION 

Registered printed matter rate cover from Liverpool to Recife with 1 / 1 ~ d franking to pay the 10d 
inclusive rate to Brazil and a 3d registration fee (overpaid~ d). It shows the circular 'BERLIN­
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN' Deutsche Lufthansa feeder cachet 



1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

Greece Origination 

ENAEPIO.:E: 
A,. ;r: R.,.. 

n HAAAIOY.!5!:!!..M ENOY -

Registered cover from Athens to Recife with a Dr. 60 franking 

Postal Rates 

The international base rates from Greece were Dr. 2.40 for a postcard and Dr. 4.00 for a letter (up 
to 20 grams). Registration was an additional Dr. 4.00 

The franking on the above cover would suggest a possible airmail surcharge fee of Dr. 52.00 per 
5 grams to Brazil 



1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

Hungary Origination 

? 
/. V. ~; 

Cover from Budapest to Recife with Pe. 3.00 franking 

Postal Rates 

The international base rates from Hungary were Pe. 0.20 for a postcard or Pe. 0.40 for a letter (up 
to 20 grams). Registration was an additional Pe. 0.50 

The above cover was franked with a total of Pe. 3.00 which would suggest a possible airmail 
surcharge fee of Pe. 2.60 per 5 grams for a letter to Brazil 



.. 
a 

•::, 

Postal Rates 

.1932 Fifth South American Zeppelin Flight 

Iceland Origination 

Reykjayik 

Nr. 495 

Registered postcard from Reykjavik to Recife with Aur. 290 franking 
A scarce origination 

The international base rates from Iceland were Aur. 20 for a postcard or Aur. 35 for a letter (up to 
20 grams). Registration was an additional Aur. 30 

The above cover was franked with a total of Aur. 290 which would suggest a probable airmail 
surcharge fee of Aur. 240 for a postcard to Brazil 
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