CANAL ZONE
POSTAL STATIONERY
1907-1924

The exhibit is a study of all Canal Zone postal cards, stamped envelopes, and registration envelopes overprinted and

surcharged on the postal stationery of the Republic of Panama.

When overprinted U.S. stamps appeared in 1904. Panamanians objected and a major confrontation occurred. President
Theodore Roosevelt sent his Secretary of War, William Howard Taft, to resolve the issue, which resulted in the Taft

Agreement.

It provided that Panama supply all the stamps and stationery to the Zone. The Canal Zone Postal Service was to pay
Panama 40% of the face value of stamps and stationery, even though Panama had nothing to do with the transit of mail.

The agreement was abrogated by President Calvin Coolidge effective June 30, 1924.

Canal Zone postal cards were first issued in 1907. Postal envelopes did not appear until 1916. Although registration

envelopes were never used in the continental U.S., Canal Zone authorities decided to order a limited quantity in 1918.

All Panama overprinted stationery was replaced with U.S. stationery July 1, 1924. However “Canal Zone” overprinted on
Panama stationery was valid until August 31, 1924 and later extended indefinitely on postal stationery imprinted by the

purchaser.

The exhibit includes Panama stationery which was overprinted and Canal Zone covers, mint entires, die and color
varieties, printing errors, and unusual usages. Most of the post offices that operated in the Canal Zone from 1907-1924
are represented including the very rare Monte Lirio and Toro Point offices. Postage rates existing in the 1907-1924
timeframe are part of th exhibit. All known stationery specimens from the American Bank Note Company archives are

included. The registration envelopes issues, including the rare rejected issue, arre complete.

Other highlights of the exhibit are the complete postal stationery production files of the one-cent Balboa and Panama/
Canal Zone “Coat of Arms” issues, among them the original pen and ink drawings and the final Canal Zone proofs.

Although never issued, the one-cent unique “Coat of Arms” envelope is displayed.

Other significant items are Christmas cards printed by the Panama Canal Press for the Canal Zone Post Office and sold
at commissary stores, the only official Christmas messages ever printed on U.S. postal stationery. Many unique and rare
items are included; those with less than five known are identified with a bullet (*). Included are many newly discovered

items documented in the publication “The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone” revised 2014, by Irwin Gibbs, Editor.

References/Bibliography:

Scott Specialized Catalog of U.S. Stamps
UPSS The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone
[rwin Gibbs Various articles UPSS Quarterly and Canal Zone Philatelist

Irwin Gibbs, Editor The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone, revised 2014




SYNOPSIS — CANAL ZONE Overprints on Panama Postal Stationery - 1907-1924

1. SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION

The exhibit covers all the CANAL ZONE Postal Stationery listed in the Scott Catalog and the United Postal Stationery Society listing
and related materials from the time the U.S. took possession of the Canal Zone until the Taft Agreement was abrogated on June 30,
1924. All items exhibited are overprints and surcharges on Postal Stationery of Panama printed by the American and Hamilton Bank
Note Companies. The Canal Zone Postal Service paid to Panama 40% of the face value of stamps and stationery as issued to
Postmasters, settlements made quarterly. The Panama government paid for the overprinting initially done at the Isthmian Canal
Commission and subsequently done at the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope., C.Z.

Item Scott UPSS
Postal Cards UX1-6 S1-S13
Postal Envelopes Ul-5 1-5
Registration Envelopes UF1 R1-4

2. CONDITION
The warm humid climate of the Canal Zone resulted in tropical weathering. Aging produces color changes in all papers, but these
changes are accentuated when subjected to tropical climate. Used examples are scarce and difficult to find in prime condition.

3. HIGHLIGHTS

Highlights are the production files of the 1¢ Balboa envelope and the Panama Coat of Arms postal card and envelopes, all of which
came from the American Bank Note Company archives. The final signed off proofs are the only Canal Zone stationery proofs known
to be in existence. The exhibit includes examples of the rare Christmas messages printed by the Canal Zone Press at Mt. Hope and
sold in the Commissary Stores. Included are copies of all known postal stationery specimens from the American Bank Note Company
archives, including the only copies of the 1¢ Coat of Arms envelope. An important part of the exhibit is the examples of all the rare
Canal Zone Registration Envelopes, both Mint and Used including the 3" printing rejected by the Canal Zone authorities.

4. RARITY
Printing of all items was in limited quantities, especially by today’s standards. Key items which are listed below include many unique
and rare items. All major and minor known varieties except two unique postcards not seen since 1915 are included.

SCOTT UPSS DESCRIPTION NO. REPORTED FRAME PAGE NO.
Postal Cards
UXla Sla Double Surcharge - Mint 8 1-5
UXla Sla Double Surcharge - Used 1 1-5
UXib Slb Double Surcharge - One Inverted 2 1-4
UXlc Sle Triple Surcharge - One Inverted 1 1-4
UXid S2b Double Surcharge - One Inverted 1 1-11
UXle S2a Double Surcharge 1 1-11
UX2a S3a Double Surcharge — Mint 3 1-16
UX2a S3a Double 1 1-16
Sdc Canal Zone Overprint Missing Offset on Back 1 2-1
UX2a S4a Double 1 2-2
UX3a Sé6a Double Overprint 1 2-7
UX2a S7a Double Overprint - Mint 4 2-9,10
UX2e S8a Inverted Overprint - Reading Up 1 2-11
UX2a S9b Double Overprint - One inverted 1 2-14
UX4 S11b  Head Only 1 3-8
Postal Envelopes
Ula la 1 cent Head & Overprint Only - Mint 5 5-1
Ula la 1 cent Head & Overprint Only - Used 3 5-2
Ulb 1b 1 cent Frame Only 3 5-1
U2b 2c 2 cents Head & Overprint Only - Mint 6 5-15
U2b 2c 2 cents Head & Overprint Only - Used 3 5-15
2e 2 cents Head & Overprint With - Full Impression Inside 2 6-1
2¢g Double Impression on Back 1 6-2
U2c 2d Frame Only - Mint 8 6-3
U2c 2d Frame Only - Used 2 6-3
v2d 2b Frame Double 3 5-16
UX1 & UX2 War Tax Overprints 1 6-9
U5 5¢ Overprint on Back 1 7-13
U4 4a Canal Zone Only 1 6-15
Registration Envelopes
UF1 Rla Zero for 10 cents 1 8-4
UF1 R1b Black Printing Double 1 8-4
UF1 Footnote Reject Essay — Mint 2 g-16
UF1 Footnote Reject Essay — Used ] §-16 (1-4-11)
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POSTAL CARDS
1905
LITHOGRAPHED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
SHIFTED SURCHARGES

Placement of the surcharge varies since each card was surcharged individually.
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~ POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

® DOUBLE SURCHARGE, ONE INVERTED
TwWo REPORTED EXAMPLES

® TRIPLE SURCHARGE, ONE INVERTED
ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE




POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

® DOUBLE SURCHARGE VARIETY
FIVE UNUSED EXAMPLES REPORTED ALL WITH DIFFERENT POSITIONS OF SURCHARGE
ONLY ONE USED EXAMPLE KNOWN
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
FIRST POST OFFICES

LA Boca
Located on the Panama Railroad Line, the Pacific Terminal of the Canal. Name changed to Balboa May 5, 1909.
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The Caribbean Termma! of the Canal.
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
FIRST POST OFFICES

ANCON
The most important post office on the Pacific side. Stamp and postal stationery sales
accounted for 13% of the Zone’s total sales. Closed December 31, 1956.
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
EARLY POST OFFICES

ANCON STATION A
Opened in 1905 in former French Canal headquarters, downtown Panama City. Closed April 30, 1908.
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
EARLY POST OFFICES

Several post offices along Charges River abandoned when water of Gatun Lake rose behind Gatun Dam.

SAN PABLO
Closed February 14, 1912.

GATUN
Old post office moved to higher ground in 1912.




POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
POSTAL RATES

DESTINATION: EL PAsSo, TEXAS; FORWARDED TOo CANANEA, MEXIcCo
ONE-CENT U.S. RATE
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DESTINATION: BERLIN, GERMANY
TWO-CENT FOREIGN RATE
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POSTAL CARDS
FIRST ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING

DESTINATION: NEW YORK
ONE-CENT U.S. RATE

DESTINATION: DRESDEN, GERMANY
TWO-CENT FOREIGN RATE




PRODUCTION FILE
ONE-CENT BALBOA

In 1906 Panama changed printers and ordered a new one-cent stamp from the Hamilton Bank Note Company.
The design came from an engraving by Edwin Gunn from a retouched photo of Vasco Nunez de Balboa. The
engraving was then litho-transferred to create the vignette.

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH OF A PORTRAIT OF VASCO NUNEZ
DE BALBOA WITH 1906 PANAMA STAMP AFFIXED




POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE

The Republic of Panama ordered postal cards lithographed by the Hamilton Bank Note Company, New York

with the same design as the one-cent stamp. Cards were overprinted “Canal Zone” in black by the Isthmian Canal
Commission at Panama City until 1909, thereafter at Mount Hope, Canal Zone, by the Panama Canal Press. Cards
were overprinted individually on ten separate occasions using a single type form and producing seven distinguishable
and readily identifiable types of overprint. Six read down, one reads up, and they can be identified by length of
overprint, spacing between the “Canal” and “Zone” or style of font used (Antique or Roman). The earliest postmark
reported was February 29, 1908; printings continued through 1912.
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SHIFTED OVERPRINT
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POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE ONE

® DOUBLE OVERPRINTS
THREE REPORTED UNUSED, ONE REPORTED USED
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POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE Two
EARLIEST POSTMARK: SEPTEMBER 14, 1908

ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN
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30,000 ISSUED
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POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE TWO

® MiscuT CARD WITH DOUBLE OVERPRINT ONLY KNOWN COPY
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POSTMARKED: ANCON C.Z. SEP 14 1908
EARLIEST CANCELLATION REPORTED
Tied with one-cent 1907 Hamilton Bank Note Issue.
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POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE TWO
RATES

POSTMARKED: STATION A CRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE JAN 26 1210
DESTINATION: NEW YORK ONE-CENT U.S. MAINLAND RATE
Station A was located at Porto Bello, Panama.
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SECOND ISSUE - TYPE THREE
EARLIEST DATE REPORTED: MARCH 1, 1909

ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN
8 MM SPACING BETWEEN “CANAL” AND “ZONE”
“CANAL” 12 3/4 MM LONG
50,000 ISSUED
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POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE THREE

EARLIEST CANCELLATION REPORTED: COROZAL C.Z. MAR 1 1909
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POSTMARKED: SAN PABLO C.Z. APR 27 1909
A construction townsite. Closed when waters of Gatun Lake commenced to rise.
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SECOND ISSUE - TYPE FOUR
EARLIEST DATE REPORTED: NOVEMBER 10, 1910

ROMAN TYPE READING UP
9 1/4 MM BETWEEN “CANAL"” AND “ZONE”
“CANAL” 10 1/2 MM LONG
40,000 ISSUED
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ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE

UniOoN PosTAL UNIVERSAL

SHIFTED SURCHARGE

REPUBLICA DE

ARTE POSTALE
Coté réserve a l'adresse

C

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

PoSTAL

SO VLACHV ],

&VJ a

k]

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION

UNIVERSELLE

PANAMA

TVLS O VLACHV],

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACIdN
UNIVERSAL




POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE FOUR

® TorRO POINT
One of three known postal markings from Toro Point, a name never used officially. Designated as “Cristobal
Station B” in 1911. Total stamp sales for the five-year operation of “Cristobal Station B” was less than $2500.

!{.'-- = e 2 - T — S [ —— = ‘t-"u

Uxion PosTaLE UNIVERSELLE

; REPUBLICA DE PAN

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENT

TE POSTALE
éserve a ladresse

: 4

L
T GORVAID D FROM }

gER 28 1911
TORO POINT

!
Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Tnion PosTan UNIVERSAL

BoOHIO

CAarTE POSTALE

3L 22

ff/ __Frank E. Greene, LSS 4

= — Empire, Canal Zone —  —

LS O WL HLOUEY ],

I SHE oot S i

Coté réserve a l'adresse

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UnioN Postarn. UNIVERSAL




POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE FIVE
EARLIEST POSTMARK: MAY 10, 1911

8 1/4 MM BETWEEN “CANAL” AND “ZONE”

Unron PostTaLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

“CANAL” 13 MM LONG
40,000 ISSUED

CarTE PosTALE
Coté réserveé aladresse

UnioN PosTaLkE UNIVERSELLE
EPUE A DE PANAMA
11411‘ I»'l?il.al()x ])14 . O e B i

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

CarTE POSTALE
Coté réserve a ladresse

AL S e ) : AT

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Union PosTarnL UNIVERSAL

® DOUBLE OVERPRINT

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICAGCION
IInioN PosTalL, UNIVERSAL

IVILS O VILACHV ],

LAV ],

:

VLSO v




r

CarTE PosrtALE

Coté réserveé a ladresse

POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE FIVE

® DOUBLE OVERPRINTS

Union PosTarLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAN@A
=

)
E o ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE [ eEnTESIMDE
@ S watena )
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0= /
QO-‘ .Q L,C/ bl
: - e
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Q
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© \ .
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b | oE malmonA
25
m S =
— % =
S5 LV o IeR
g v
m e,
1 —
< 0 =
i o —f

UnitoN PosTaLE IINIVERSELLE

NICACION

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE j
o

o
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-
5
013,
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- TN Lt b U E S e
‘ : )

) ; o

o7 Y o] 5

///____ i g § 2 R = | _ LY ::

& n
o = __b.,' . L T

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Un1on PostTarn UNIVERSAL

VLS O VILUHOCHV ]




POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE SIX
EARLIEST REPORTED DATE - DECEMBER 20, 1911

ANTIQUE TYPE - NO SERIFS ON “A”S OR “N”s
8 MM SPACING BETWEEN “CANAL” AND “ZONE” PERIOD AFTER “ZONE”
40,000 ISSUED

UnioN PosTALE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

A iz 5

AT

CarTE PosTALE
Coté réserve a ladresse
VLS Od V»LE[(‘HV"L

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACICSN
Union PosTarn UNIVERSAL

L)

® “ZONE CANAL” READING UP
ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE OF THIS ERROR

Unton PosTaLE [INIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

CaAaRTE PosTALE
Coté réservé a l'adresse

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UNioN Postal. UNIVERSAL




POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE SIX

EARLY PosTMARK: JULY 5 1912

UnitoN PosTALE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PAN{

© : - '.
b_]-'l A ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SO MEAN?QPM E
£ 5 ' (G W—
O e L% pr oy A 79;@%- ! m. =
e . 3
§ g %2: phi 7é 24 e
= @ = AL A - = e ®)
g5 // 3
< 0
S 2 ca (face 5
(&) L
29 Amlis L Y. 5. &
Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
. Tnion PosTarn. UNIVERSAL
SHIFTED OVERPRINT
Union PosTarLkeE UNIVERSELLE 2
, : . , -
REPUBLICA DE PANAMA z
rdx
o ;
5 e ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE fcenvesimn] ;‘
<k E
O .d ¢ St ]
Ao 7
3 % Coumpfr'o[/eﬂ, Ancon Court No. 7, o
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g E A, )
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Canal Zone.

¥ A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Union PosTan, UNIVERSAL




CARTE POSTALE

Coté ré

PosraLe

CARTE

Coté réservé aladresse

serveé a ladresse

POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE SEVEN
EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 1912

ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN
NO SERIFS ON “A”s OoR “N”s
8 MM SPACING BETWEEN “CANAL” AND “ZONE”
“ZONE” WITHOUT PERIOD
40,000 ISSUED

IUntoxy PosTALE UNIVERSELLE
REPUBLICA DI )ANA_;\L§

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

i e e o 2 8

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UNION PosTAanL UNIVERSAL

DROPPED “0O” IN “ZONE”

Unton PosTALE UNIVERS l::i,l_lrj
REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UNION Posrtal UNIVERSAL

cdarEacy

I LT

TVLS O] v

"IVLS O VLAWY |




Prirideor Phocttes .

(&

Coté réserve a ladresse

CARTE POSTALE
Coté réservé a ladresse

_/%W
==

POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE SEVEN

® DOUBLE OVERPRINT, ONE INVERTED
ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE

UntoNn PosraLkE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRI'BASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCIO'N SOLAMENTE E::
z
C,-{:‘/u = e e = ;
' X
Fe it R = ®.' ¥ o)
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=
= AR i L el ¥ S E
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= = et M VO - = O L T T VTR e Y 2 R,
YA LA VUELTA LA GOMUNICACIéN
UnioN PostTal, UNIVERSAL
PosTMARKED: CULEBRA, C.Z. PRINTED MATTER
ONE-CENT FOREIGN RATE ON PRINTED MATTER
B juiteef Frrottes .
Unton PosTALE UNIVERSELLE
REPUBLICA DE P
ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCIO SOLAM (1 LI Ej
& W /' 5
i o
22 % wﬂf» TR
)
' =
AP L S

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UniON PostTar, UNIVERSAL



POSTAL CARDS
SECOND ISSUE - TYPE SEVEN

WITH “1912 AMERICAN RED CROSS” CHRISTMAS SEAL

. Union PosTaLE UNIVERS JE\BL E@_p .
' Yoy & "8
DL

l cPUBLICA DE P

z Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION

UnioNn Postarn UNIVERSAL

DESTINATION: U.S. ONE-CENT RATE
PosTMARKED: PARAISO C.Z. SEP 27 1912
EARLY POSTMARK

I

I
.
|
\

CAaRTE PosTtAaLE
Coté réserve aladresse

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UNniON PoSTAL UNIVERSAL

!
@ TVILS O VLA CHV ],

+




POSTAL CARDS
PosTAL CARD OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA
LITHOGRAPHED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY

In 1912 Panama changed postal stationery suppliers from Hamilton Bank Note Co. to American Bank Note Co. Panama had no need for a one-cent

postal card and the Canal Zone did. The American Bank Note Co. designed a one-cent postal card for Canal Zone use to be similar to the Hamilton card
with the words “Canal Zone” incorporated into the vignette die. A Panama die proof was prepared and approved by Panama authorities.

INDEX CARD AND DIE PROOF ON INDIA

lr;f;inamn, Republic of ' ~ Postal card F 3415 9/%5/12 lg

: ; | | |

| 0Py
DIE PROOF \ND{‘X CJP‘
s G 1060 ;

Surcharge “Canal Zone"
Steel die-Litho transfer.

Border engraved by Seymour —\

Port. center-Vasco Nunez de Balboa~-bgydown of ¥ 1518

P.E.i.-See ¥ 1518, '
litho print.

Color-berder Green, center Black.
g S "



POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: MARCH 27, 1915

First and second printing total 634,000. In 1937, 156,000 copies of the third, fourth and fifth issues were burned.
The exact number of the third issue is not known.

F3415

Unrton PosrarLE UNIVERSELLE

RErUBLICA DE PANAMA

FIRST PRINT ORDER
F3415 SEPT. 9, 1912

l'adresse

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

CanrTe PosSTALE
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1
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TVLSOJ VLU IV]
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Union PoSTALE [UNIVERSELLE
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ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

o e
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ARTE PosTALE
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@ REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE ' N SanD
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ARTE PosrtaLe
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UnioN PosTAn UNIVERSATL
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LAST PRINT ORDER
F4803 DEc. 14, 1915

ITVILS O V.LH V],




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

TOP OF THE “E” OF “ZONE” TOUCHES BREASTPLATE

e |
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

g @ '
] g ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCléN SOLAMENTE H
4 F >
T 7
n = g
0@ (7 o
i, @ L — —_— — — — -
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2 g i HBEN‘I’ESIHDI
= x o : i ,\U EBALBOA) |
& 3 . - 0
49 L
B 23 g
C 3 e - L e >
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Y A L VUELTA LA COMUNICACIdN
Union PostAn UNIVERSAL

SHIFTED FRAME SHOWS VIGNETTE AND “CANAL ZONE” WERE PRINTED IN ONE PRESS RUN

Uxtox PostarLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ES'T'E LADO LA DlRECCION SOLAMENTE

AR
LE
sse

Unron PostTaLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

A By .

VUELTA LA COMUNICACI(DN

RSAL

CarTE POosTALE
Coté réserve a l'adresse
TVLS O VELALAV]

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
IUNnioN PostanL UNIVERSAL

MVIESO. T VLHCHVT




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

POSTMARKED: ANCON - CRISTOBAL
RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE
Service started on Panama Railroad January 1, 1905.

DESTINATION: TABOGA ISLAND
SITE OF ALIEN INTERNMENT CAMP, WORLD WAR |




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
MACHINE CANCELLATIONS

Two Cummins cancelling machines were purchased in 1913 for Ancon and Cristobal.
Due to climatic conditions, the machines were scrapped in 1936 and replaced.

POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE FEB 16 1915

CarTE PosTaLE

Coté reservé i l'adresse

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UnioNn PostAan UNIVERSAL

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE SEP 11 1916

UNION F'o-a/'l;‘AJ,r.k UNIVER SELLE
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YA LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Unton Postarn UNIVERSAL




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
VIA NEW YORK
Mail destined for Europe was transhipped to New York and then dispatched to Europe at two-cent rate.

DESTINATION: LEIPSIG, GERMANY
POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL C.Z. APR 5 1916
WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913

%: M_-' .
Ufion PostaLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PAaNnA
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DESTINATION: ELBE, GERMANY
POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL C.Z. JuL 25 1916
WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE oF 1913
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CArTE POSTALE

PosTALE

ARTE

-4
.

C

Coté réservé a I'ndresse
i ;
\ v\ 5.
%)\‘ i
TVLS O ViL

POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING
FOREIGN PosTAL RATE - TWo CENTS

DESTINATION: BERNE, SWITZERLAND
POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE DEC 31 19216
WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913

UNION P%{_@%\ITNWERF s
REPUBi1(!’2%-]3\r P,

ESCRIBASE EN Es':;’.&hoo;é&mnzccuor g

o

TVLSOJ VILALCHV

Coté reserve a l'adresse

>

i had

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
UNiON PostAnL UNIVERSAL

DESTINATION: S. GRAVEHAGE, NETHERLANDS
POSTMARKED: GATUN C.Z. NOV 28 1914
WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Pobtar UNIVERSAL
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POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING

SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES
PRINT ORDERS F5268 1916; F5657 JULY 8 1918; F6235 JAN. 8 1920;
AND PRINT ORDER F6567, LAST PRINT ORDER OF THIS ISSUE

F5268 7

UnioN PosTaLE UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

N A P | o A
F5657 R 0

UnioN PosSTALE UNIVERSELLE

lI'adresse

PosTaLE
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-

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

i
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| Indresse

I STALE

F6235 I

Unton PosTALE UNIVERSELLE

RerUBLiICA DE PANAMA

IVELS O VILACH V],

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION

Unton Postarn UNIVERSAL
]

TVES O VILEO XV ],




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING
EARLIEST POSTMARK REPORTED: FEBRUARY 3, 1915

® Green frame and text missing; could be proof.

Second printing differs from first printing in the placement of “Canal Zone” in the vignette die.
Second printing has a space between the “E” of “Zone” and the breastplate.

UN CENTESIM
~“DERBALBOA)




CARTE

k.

POSTAL CA
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING

Two CENTS CORRECT FOREIGN RATE
1 1/2 PENCE PAID TO COVER ADDITIONAL POSTAGE
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POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING

INTERRUPTED FIRST FLIGHT FROM CANAL ZONE To U.S.
OCTOBER 6, 1920

POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL RPO TR4 ocT 92 1921
RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING
ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT
INTERIN PERIOD :
The U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August, 1924, Panama overprints,
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid.

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE AUG 8 1924

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE OCT 3 1924
Postal cards exempted with printing inscribed by purchaser after interim period.




POSTAL CARDS
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING
ORDER FORM

British American Tobacco Company, Ltd. order form for tobacco products on reverse of card.

Untox PosTarne UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

luh;nzm%'nf;

o % ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION sotamente | GREWIGL 3
. :
. ./ British American obaren Company., . .
e BOX 176, 3
5 : S L ATRCION g

CANAL ZONE.

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Union PostaL UNIVERSAL

GAILLARD, CANAL ZONE PosTMARKED: CULEBRA
Forty-Seventh Infantry Regiment stationed at the Mountain Post above the Culebra Cut, coolest part
of the Zone on the Pacific side.
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION
Unton Postarn UNIVERSAL




POSTAL CARDS
FOURTH ISSUE
NOVEMBER 13, 1921

Commemorating the 100th anniversary of independence from Spain. The card has a portrait of Procer Jose
Vallarino, sigt.er of Panama’s Declaration of Independence. Lithographed in color by the American Bank Note Co.

PANAMA CARD AND CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN

PBras

IU'nioN PosTALE UNIVERSELLE

RErPUBLICA DE PANAMA

F6783

Unton PosTarLeE UNIVERSELLE

CARTE POSTALE

TVLS O VLUCH V],
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION

Union Postarn UNIVERSAL

“CANAL ZONE” OVERPRINTED IN BLACK BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY

50,000 PRINTED UNKNOWN NUMBER DESTROYED

Uniony Postare UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE

CanTe POSTALE

Cole réserve a l'adresse
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" UnioN PostAaL UNIVERSAL =

UELTA LA COMUNICACION
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PosTate
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POSTAL CARDS
FOURTH ISSUE
SHIFTED OVERPRINTS

UntoN PostarLE UNIVERSELLE

ReEprUBLICA DE PANAMA
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POSTAL CARDS
FOURTH ISSUE - POSTAL RATES

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE ONE-CENT RATE

DESTINATION: U.S. ONE-CENT RATE




POSTAL CARDS
FOURTH ISSUE
TWO-CENT FOREIGN USAGE RATE

DESTINATION: LONDON, ENGLAND

| o g_)]
= ‘£ j o
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g=2 0
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! ¥ A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION :
Unton PostaL UNIVERSAL

ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT
INTERIM PERIOD
The U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August, 1924, Panama

overprints, as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid.

DESTINATION: CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY JuLy 14 1924
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POSTAL CARDS
FIFTH ISSUE
JANUARY 1924

Typographed and embossed by the American Bank Note Company.
PANAMA SPECIMEN AND CARD

CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN
“Canal Zone” added to the die by the American Bank Note Company.
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CARTE
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Coté réserve a I'ndresse

POSTAL CARDS
FIFTH ISSUE
JANUARY 1924

60,000 PRINTED UNKNOWN NUMBER DESTROYED

UnioN PosrtanLr UNIVERSELLE

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACI()N
Unton PosTAL UNIVERSATL

EARLIEST REPORTED POSTMARK: APR 19 1924
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POSTAL CARDS
FIFTH ISSUE
ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT

INTERIM PERIOD
The U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August, 1924, Panama overprints,
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid.
POSTMARKED: PEDRO MIGUEL C.Z. JUL 5 1924

POSTMARKED: GATUN C.Z. JuL 10 1924
International Association of Machinists Meeting Announcement.




POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

Christmas messages were printed in very limited quantities on the reverse side of the Third Issue, both First and Second Printings, and the
Fourth Issue. Postal Cards with Christmas messages were printed by the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope from 1913 through 1923 and
sold at the commissary stores. It is believed to be the first instance where a U.S. government postal card was printed with a Christmas greet-

ing. Less than 50 of these cards have been reported, and none have been reported for 1917.

1913
EARLIEST REPORTED CARD CANCELED DECEMBER 17, 1913
ONLY 200 orR 300 CARDS PRINTED
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING




10,000 ORDERED AND DELIVERED

DECEMBER 6, 1914

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
1914

@AY your Friendshi_p‘é

- be Unbroken &# May
your Troubles be but Few;
M ay Recollections, cheerful,
of the Noble, Pure, and True
&#¥ Hover ceaseless in thy”
cMemory 2# Not alone on
Christmas Day &# But
wheneverSorrow threatens;
E -_Yea, F orever and For Aye

WHEN FIRST ORDER SoLD OuT,
3,000 oF A SIMILAR CARD WERE ORDERED
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING

ERE again are we
Rejoicing, Sending

thee while time remains .
Canal Diggers’ (Merry
Greetings &# Crossing seas
and hills and plains &
4% Cherished Blessings on
thee settle &#® Showers of
Joy™ may Heaven teem &4
May thy" Fortunes in the
New Year &# Far surpass
thy” wildest Dream &%




POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE

1915
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
FIRST PRINTING

i916
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
FIRST PRINTING

Far N N | T

@HRIS’IMAS Greetings and New
i Year's, Friend, Once more to
Home and Thee 1 send 2#From
Lands where Bloom the Orchid rare,
while Winter's Storms and Icy Air
Enfold Thee in their Grasp .4# No
Vuletide Message can Surpass those
sent to Home, to Boy, to lass from
Panama’s Palm-Shaded Strands A#
where Honest Hearts and Toil-Stained
Hands Embrace Thee in their Clasp.
’ For ‘with them Goes
this Thought Sincere,
Inspired by Flower
Pictured Here: &% 1
Pray the Une whose
Name it Bearsgj#
in Daily, Fervent,
Thoughtful Prayer s
Dwell with Thee
2# Through the

i qur Ghust Orchid— 4 PSR i
“hrives anly on the Inthmus, o Lt =R




POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE

ITio
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING

YEAR 27
ONLY CARD KNOWN
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING




POSTAL CARDS

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE

1919
PFINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING

- 1920

@bmh of iB2e while 3 Think of Pou
Friend so Far, so Long, so True;
Think of @ld Times, Think of Petw,
Think of Dim 1D ho Buides Vs Through.
Bury Sorvotw, Jnter Fear,
@ hase Pepression, Jop is near:
Bells are Pealing Thristmas Cheer
Beep this Spivit All Petw Bear.

1920
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING

i

I
i

uo Ice, no Snow, nor Wmtry

. Charms‘#* Bedeck the Grace-
- ful, Shady Palms ¥ On Panama’s

Famed Coral Strands, 2 Where Ply

the Barques
~of Many
Lands &
Speeding,
Safely,these

Cheer JF
Friend

Friend se
Near &

Verdure
Lingers
Here & On
Christmas
Day and All
the Y ear 4 lee Verdant Memories
of Home and You; 4# Unchanged,
still Constant, Falthful True.

Lines ' to" |

Greenest




POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE

1921
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING

Christmag Greetings
f AND e}
4 Bappy Ret Pear
. FROM THE ;

Panama Canal Zone

L3

OME EXILES CHOOSE THE CABLE,
OTHERS PREFER THE MAIL,

SOME BOARD A ROLLING STEAMSHIP—
THOUGH ROUGH AND VAST THAT TRAIL—

To SPEED A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

! - - To HOME AND FRIENDS SO DEAR,

‘ THROUGH RESTLESS SEAS, IN TROPIC LANDS,
WHERE SUN OR STORM LURKS NEAR;

BUT MINE GOES THROUGH MY MAKER;
A PRAYER IT 1S, SINCERE:

“May-His BLESSINGS FALL UPON THEE

. THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEAR."

| . /;3//.5%&/
| B A Ol Foity,

1921

PRINTED ON FOURTH ISSUE
THIRD ISSUE, SECOND PRINTING
ALso HAD SAME MESSAGE

FROM THE

‘Panama Gtmal Zone

L3

€ oME EXILES CHOOSE THE CABLE,
& OTHERS PREFER THE MAIL,
'SOME BOARD A ROLLING STEAMSHIP—
THOUGH ROUGH AND VAST THAT TRAIL—
To SPEED A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
To HOME AND FRIENDS SO DEAR,
THROUGH RESTLESS SEAS, IN TR

WHERE SUN OR STORM LURKS NEAR;

BUT MINE GOES THROUGH MY MAKER;
A PRAYER IT IS, SINCERE:

““MAY His BLESSINGS FALL UPON THEE

THROUGHOUT THE COMING YEAR.™
I.L. 3544, Msy I ask
you to exchange with me?
Hawve some high values,
John J. Dudak, :
Balboa Heights,
Canal Zone,.

-— . o —-—-=5|
; &
‘“"’ |




POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE

SoLD OUT AT COMMISARY STORES

I'NroN l'i)-.]}j_[__‘l NTS
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ESCRIBABE EN E.S1 ““fo’”@ RE)

/. Mr. louie Gillenm,
P, 0. Box £93,

IVLS O] VESPHEV ]

,» PEETORIA, (Transvasl,)

South Africa.

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION

Uxston PosTar Usiversan

1922
PRINTED ON FOURTH ISSUE

EMORIES of firesides cracKling,
Thoughts of the Loved Ones there,
Bright-eyed, trampiling the snow fields
Or breasting the wintry air,
Come to the Isthmian Pilgrim
Keeping Christmastide here
Where sleet and ice are strangers,
Where orchids bloom all the year.

Warm is our € hristmas noon sun,
Balmy our vesper breeze,

Fragrant our Yuletide flowers,
Verdant our Festal trees;

And warm is this Christmas Message
To © herished Friend over the seas:.
May the Maher of All watch oer thee

And gladden our Memories.

I wrote you a8 year ago, but
have no record of reply/ @

am anxious to exchange with
you. John J., Dudak ,IL 3b44

galboa Heights

anal Zone,
Central America.

ﬁ%ﬁ&%

ADDITIONAL CARDS PRINTED
WITH SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT DESIGN

Unton Posians UNIvEs iy

; f/!_mwm EQMW-./*
- g N Tk .?j_l_"r. ST_:L. T%«_U_‘MW - )‘_g\r =
e 7/ LC . o s RO = SRS RPN

. N e

L&
IVILSEO ] \;\“u'uv_r_

YA LA VUELTA LA COMUNICATION
Uniin Posrarn UNivieiesarn

1922
PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE
SECOND PRINTING

EMORIES of firesides crachling,
Thoughts of the Loved Ones ‘there,
Bright-eyved, trampling the snow fields
Or breasting the wintry air,
Come to the Isthmian Pilgrim
Keeping Christmastide here
Where sleet and ice are strangers,
Where orchids bloom all the year.

Warm is our Christrtnas noon sun,
Balmy our vesper breeze,

Fragrant our Yuletide flowers,
WVerdant ocur Festal trees;

And warm is this Christmas Message
To C herished Friend over the seas:
May the Maher of All watch o'er thee

And gladden our Memories.

123
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POSTAL CARDS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
PRINTING AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE
1923

The use of Christmas messages printed on the backs of Canal Zone postal cards continued until 1923 when the Taft Agreement was
abrogated and Panama overprinted cards became void. The 1923 card is the last printed and sold at the Commissary stores.
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PRODUCTION FILE
ONE-CENT BALBOA

In 1908 Panama changed printers from the Hamilton Bank Note Company to the American Bank Note Company.
They requested a one-cent stamp similar to the Vasco Nunez de Balboa that Hamilton had issued.

|

ARTIST STAMP + "HAND-PAINTING DRAWING

N
3|

vl g
DIE PROOFS IN ISSUED COLORS




PRODUCTION FILE
ONE-CENT BALBOA

THE NEW VAsSco NUNEZ DE BALBOA STAMP PRINTED BY THE AMERICAN NOTE COMPANY

SMALL APPROVED WORKING DIE PROOF
APRIL 27, 1908

s )
Le % J




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

Envelopes of Panama lithographed in two colors by the American Bank Note Company. The first order was

placed on January 16, 1916. The “Canal Zone” overprint has been added to the vignette die. Cost of the
one-cent envelope was two cents for single envelopes, one-tenth cent per envelope for orders over 50.

FIRST PRINT ORDER F4867 RECEIVED FEBRUARY 23, 1916 50,000 ORDERED

F4867

LAST PRINT ORDER F656G8 RECEIVED OCTOBER 22, 1920 100,000 ORDERED

F6568




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT
APRIL 24, 1916

350,000 ISSUED UNWATERMARKED No Gum ON FLAP GREEN

Although there were four press runs, it does not appear that more than one set of dies were used.
Many color varieties can be found.
GRAY GREEN




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

® HEAD WITHOUT FRAME FUuLL IMPRESSION INSIDE

Two EXAMPLES KNOWRN

WILLIAM M. WHITE
BALBOA, C. Z.




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

® DOUBLE IMPRESSION ON BACK NO IMPRESSION ON FRONT

ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE

MiscuT ENVELOPE




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

® FRAME ONLY

® TwWo REPORTED EXAMPLES OF USED COPIES




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

SMEARED HEAD AND “CANAL ZONE”

SMEARED FRAME




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT
FOREIGN DESTINATIONS

DESTINATION: DENMARK RATE: TEN-CENT REGISTRATION PLUS FIVE-CENT UPU RATE
REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDED INSURANCE

DESTINATION: AUSTRALIA RATE: FIVE CENTS




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TwWo CENT
ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT

The U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August 1924, Panama overprints,
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid.

POSTMARKED: BALBOA C.Z. JULY 6 1924
Addressed to Governor Harding, Governor of the Canal Zone.

Exception to the August ruling involved envelopes and postal cards which were valid indefinitely if the purchaser
added a printed inscription.
POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE JAN 20 1925




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - Two CENT

MONTE LIRIO
Only known stamped envelope from this post office. Monte Lirio cancellations are among the rarest of all

Canal Zone offices. Stamp sales for the last ten months of operation only totaled $95.

RAILWAY POST OFFICE

TRAIN NUMBER 6
DESTINATION:

STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
WORLD WAR | CENSOR

% = via New York

6/16 HWYV

6/16

=

& 7 ".
12)

Sefior Don O. Kraepelin,

N —— - —
2789—43 UM

e Stockholm C.
5% Sweden., . - .. :

/ éwl S0l

\301




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TwWo CENT

FIRST DISPATCH AIR SERVICE, CANAL ZONE TO uU.s. OCTOBER 6, 1920

Mail was received at several Canal Zone post offices for this historic flight. Mail was then sent to Cristobal where

the special transit handstamp was applied. Nearing Jamaica, bad weather caused the plane to return to Cristobal

~ where the informational marking was applied and the mail was redispatched by steamer.

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE

POSTMARKED: BALBOA HEIGHTS C.Z.




WAR TAX SURCHARGES
® STAMPED ENVELOPES - FIRST ISSUE

An act of Congess passed on October 3, 1917 provided for a one-cent war tax on first class mail. The Canal Zone
authorities had proofs made for approval before issuing. The tax was subsequently deemed to be an excise tax that
did not apply to the Canal Zone and the plan was dropped. These are the only examples known.




STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - ONE CENT

PANAMA PRINT ORDER 6782

NOVEMBER 13, 1921
UNWATERMARKED ON WHITE PAPER No GUM ON FLAP

PANAMA POSTAL ENVELOPE




STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - ONE CENT

® UNIQUE CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN RECENTLY DISCOVERED FROM THE
AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES

“CANAL ZONE” OVERPRINTED IN BLACK BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
50,000 were delivered in August1921; 20,681 were issued; the balance were burned in 1937.




STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - ONE CENT
POSTAL RATES

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE RATE: ONE CENT
ADDRESSED TO: JAY J MORROW, GOVERNOR, CANAL ZONE

DESTINATION: U.S. RATE: TwWo CENTS
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - TWO CENT

® “CANAL ZONE” ONLY
BELIEVED TO BE UNIQUE

SHIFTED OVERPRINT




STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - TwWo CENT

100,000 were delivered in August 1921. The balance of 200,000 were delivered October 10, 1922.
None were destroyed in 1937.

PRINT ORDER F7113




STAMPED ENVELOPES
SECOND ISSUE - TWO CENT
RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE
R. P. O.

Even numbered trains traveled north from Ancon to Cristobal.
POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL TR. 4 NOV 22 1921
AN EARLY CANCELLATION

Odd numbered trains traveled south from Cristobal to Ancon.
POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL TR.3 OCT 30 1922




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

® HEAD AND “CANAL ZONE” ONLY

® FRAME ONLY
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

® HEAD AND “CANAL ZONE” ONLY
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

FRAME PARTIALLY PRINTED

LIGHT
IMPRESSION
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

MILITARY CENSORED MAIL, WORLD WAR |
Censorship became operative for all U.S. troops in the Canal Zone on July 1, 1918.
PCD are initials for Panama Canal Department.

UN CENY iccinf
<4 DE BALBOA -

J B

MILITAZY 277 7 0256iP
PASLLO BY

Tect %ffﬁf .
Nowr 44547 < '
— e (25 |

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE RATE: ONE CENT
DROP LETTER RATE

JOHN B. FIELDS

Recorder
BALBOA HEIGHTS, C.Z. R
P. O. Box 86, Q:\%{” Ox
DEC 31 =
0, 8- ik
N T Lo
L

HUBF:T H HANMER,
BALEOA HEIGHTS, C 2
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

FOREIGN USAGE: REGISTERED RATE: FIFTEEN CENTS
FIVE-CENT UPS RATE TO EUROPE PLUS TEN-CENT REGISTRATION FEE
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT

ABROGATION OF TAFT AGREEMENT

The use of most Canal Zone stationery overprinted on Panama stationery ceased on September 1, 1924. Several
mailers complained and finally envelopes were valid indefinitely if they had preprinted corner cards.

POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE SEP 1 1924

POSTMARKED: GATUN C.Z. Nov 22 1924




CANAL ZONE
FIRST TWO-CENT STAMPED ENVELOPE

The Republic of Panama issued a two-cent envelope in 1909. The design depicted Fernandez de Cordoba and was
lithographed by the American Bank Note Company. Since by treaty the Republic received 40% of the face value of
all stamps and postal stationery sold in the Canal Zone, the Panama authorities were anxious to approve the issuance

of stamped envelopes.

After approval in 1916, the words “Canal Zone” were added to the vignette die by the American Bank Note Com-
pany. The envelopes were unwatermarked on white paper without gum. Two press runs were required, one for each
color.  Envelopes were first issued on April 24,1916. Fourteen separate printings were made consisting of 1,512,000

envelopes; none were destroyed.

The exhibit covers essays of the Panama envelope and all known Canal Zone specimens. All known erross and
varieties of the two-cent Cordoba envelope are represenred as well as some unusual usages.

DIE ESSAYS OF FRAME AND VIGNETTE IN ISSUED COLORS

[ T

[
|

V 42598

CoRDOBA VIGNETTE DIES IN UNISSUED COLORS




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

UNWATERMARKED ON WHITE PAPER WiTHoUT GUM ToTaL IssugE 1,512,000

14 SEPARATE PRINTING ORDERS PLACED WITH AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
FEBRUARY 23, 1916 50,000 ORDERED INDEX CARD SHOWS

SAMPLE ENVELOPE

INITIAL PRINT ORDER F4867

-Faneme, Republic of Envelope F 4861 | g/ag/ie 0 e

C 18ié

=

Use steel die engraved
with surcharge "Canal Zone"

For record see F 1518

Golor eanter-black, border 5031
Litho print.




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TwWo CENT
NEWLY-DISCOVERED SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES

Fach printing used slightly different colors and types of paper.

F4966
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

Many shades of red and carmine can be found. Earliest printing are red; later printings are carmine.

CARMINE

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: CARMINE
POSTMARKED: ANCON C.Z. MAY 13, 1916




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT
MISPLACED FRAMES

Printed in two press runs, first the frame, then the head and “Canal Zone.”
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT

MISPLACED FRAMES




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TwWo CENT
MISPLACED HEADS

“ZONE” ON BACK OF ENVELOPE
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RECEIPT

REQUESTED

STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWo CENT

® HEAD AND “CANAL ZONE” ONLY
UseD CoOPIES ARE MORE SCARCE

WS

Mr.J.P.Coveleski.

. . Ancon, C. Z..
negistered |

Y 514

P.0.Box.#581.

N
\_
|




STAMPED ENVELOPES
FIRST ISSUE - TWo CENT

® FRAME DOUBLE
THREE EXAMPLES KNOWN




CANAL ZONE

COAT OF ARMS ISSUE
1923

In October 1923, the Republic of Panama placed an order with the American Bank Note Company for one-cent
and two-cent envelopes and a one-cent postal card. The design was to be the Coat of Arms of the Republic. The
envelopes were to be on good quality white paper, embossed with the Coat of Arms of Panama, lithographed and

without gum.

Engraving was contracted to the Charles Magenfohr Company of New York City. In 1923 Canal Zone authorities
ordered 150,000 one-cent and 250,000 two-cent envelopes and 150,000 one-cent postal cards with the Canal Zone
overprint. The Canal Zone envelope order was assigned number F7429 and the one-cent postal card was assigned
number F7430.

In 1937 all 150,000 of the one-cent envelopes were incinerated at the Canal Zone Press. The only exception was
the index card and the one-cent specimen from the American Bank Note Company archives; it is included in this
exhibit. It is estimated that not more than 60,000 of the one-cent postal cards were sold. The two-cent envelope
quantity sold was 46,041; the balance was destroyed. The postal card is the only embossed postal card ever issued
by the United States.

The exhibit covers the complete production file and development of the Panama Coat of Arms issue which

had “Canal Zone” added to the design Included are the original pen and ink drawing, proofs, specimens and
various usages.

ORIGINAL PEN & INK DRAWING FROM THE ARCHIVES OF THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
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PRODUCTION FILE
COAT OF ARMS

ELECTRO MODEL OF COAT OF ARMS TO ACTUAL SIZE

TRIAL IMPRESSIONS OF EMBOSSED COAT OF ARMS ON CARDBOARD
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PRODUCTION FILE
COAT OF ARMS
FIRST MODELS

MODELS OF THE ONE-CENT AND TWO-CENT PANAMA STAMP DIES WITH CORRECTIONS
CORRECTIONS COVER RE-ENGRAVING OF COAT OF ARMS As WELL AsS FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS
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PRODUCTION FILE
COAT OF ARMS

TYPOGRAPHED AND EMBOSSED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY
LAST PANAMA PROOF




PRODUCTION FILE

COAT OF ARMS

In October 1923, the Canal Zone authorities approved the one-cent postal card and a one-cent envelope with the
Republic of Panama design. The words “Canal Zone” were added below the die.

EMBOSSED LAST PROOF OF ONE-CENT POSTAL ENVELOPE AND CARD
“CANAL ZONE” ADDED AND PRINTED IN A SINGLE OPERATION

o
oot~
a~

Newly discovered specimen of the one-cent envelope from the American Bank Note Company archives. Envelope

is one of two known survivors since all were destroyed in 1937. Envelope is partially card-mounted.

F7429




PRODUCTION FILE
COAT OF ARMS
ONE-CENT ENVELOPE

150,000 were ordered. 100,000 were delivered January 11, 1924, and 50,000 were delivered February 7, 1924. None were issued; all were burned
in 1937. This specimen, from the American Bank Note Company archives, is one of only two survivors.
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PRODUCTION FILE
COAT OF ARMS
ONE-CENT PosTAL CARD

d and delivered. On June 30, 1924, the postal card was removed from sale. In 1937 the balance

unsold was incinerated. It is estimated thac 60,000 were sold prior to withdrawal.

150,000 one-cent Canal Zone postal cards were ordere
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COAT OF ARMS

PRODUCTION FILE

COMPLETED SIGNED-OFF PROOF OF THE TWO-CENT CANAL ZONE ENVELOPE
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STAMPED ENVELOPES
THIRD ISSUE
DECEMBER 15, 1923

250,000 were delivered but only 46,041 were issued. The balance was destroyed in 1937; two dies are known.

DIE ONE
UNWATERMARKED No GumM oN FLAP

NO OVERPRINT
©ON FRONT

P RCADE B>
7 Sonsec

DIE TwWo
DISTINGUISHABLE BY THE DROPPING FEATHER ON THE LEFT WING OF THE EAGLE




STAMPED ENVELOPES
THIRD ISSUE
1924

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: MARCH 25, 1924

MIXED FRANKING - NOVEMBER 7, 1925
After August 31, 1924, postal stationery had an exemption for valid use. Overprinted Panama stamps were
not valid after June 30, 1924. U.S. stamps overprinted “Canal Zone” had to be used after July 1, 1924.
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POSTAL CARDS
FIFTH ISSUE
ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT

All Panama stamps and stationery overprinted with “Canal Zone” were withdrawn from sale June 30, 1924. They
were no longer valid for postage after July 31, extended to August 31, 1924. Only exception to the August 31 ruling
involved envelopes and postal cards which were valid indefinitely if the purchaser added a printed inscription.

POSTMARKED: GATUN, C.Z. SEP. 8 1926
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POSTMARKED: BALBOA, C.Z. JUN 12 1925
Third class mail rate changed to one-and-one-half cents on April 15, 1925.
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CANAL ZONE
1918 REGISTRATION ENVYELOPES

The 1904 Canal Treaty with Panama contained an agreement to supply stamps and postal stationery to the Zone.
Known as the Taft Agreement, it provided that the Canal Zone Postal Service pay to Panama 40% of the face value of
stamps and stationery; settlement was made quarterly to Panama as supplies were issued to Canal Zone postmasters.
The U.S. government abrogated the treaty effective June 30, 1924 but said overprints on Panama stationery could be
used until Augnst 31, 1924. In August the use of overprinted stationery was extended indefinitely.

Panama registration envelopes were printed by the American Bank Note Company on heavy unwatermarked cream-
colored paper lined with thread and without gum on the flap. Although registration envelopes were never issued in
the continental U.S., the Canal Zone authorities decided to order a limited quantity from Panama in 1918.

Four separate press runs were required: one for horizontal black printing, one for vertical black printing including the
stamp and the reverse side of the envelope, and two for the red letters and lines.

One unusual feature of the envelope is the rectangular space above the registration stamp with the Spanish for “Space
for Ordinary Postage.” The space is printed half on the envelope and half on the flap, so if the flap is opened after the

stamp is affixed, the stamp will be torn.

The exhibit includes the Panama registration envelopes that were overprinted with “Canal Zone” as well as both
printings of the Canal Zone registration envelopes. All known varieties and various usages are also part of the exhibit.

PANAMA ISSUE oF 1918




REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
PANAMA ISSUE OF 1918

DESTINATION: U.S.
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
FIRST PRINTING - SIZE SIX

Canal Zone authorities, believing that the registered envelopes would cut down on tampering and theft, ordered a
supply of Panama envelopes overprinted “Canal Zone”. 9000 of the small and 1000 of the large envelopes were
delivered in August 1918 to the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope where they were surcharged. In the upper left
quadrant, “Registered No. " was added. “10 cts.” and “Canal Zone” were added on the stamp.
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
FIRST PRINTING - SIZE SIX

® BLACK PORTION OF THE FACE OF ENVELOPE DOUBLE

® “0 CTS” FOR “10 CTS” CAUSED BY PAPER FoOLD
“1” 1s BELOW FLAP




REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
FIRST PRINTING - SIZE SIX

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: OCTOBER 25, 1918
WITH TWO-CENT ISSUE OF 1912-16 -- INVERTED CENTER

DESTINATION: EUROPE
RATE: TEN-CENT REGISTRY FEE PLUS FIVE-CENT SURFACE RATE
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
SECOND PRINTING - SIZE SIX

A second printing was ordered from Panama; 16,000 small and 9,000 large envelopes were delivered. The Panarma
Canal Press at Mount Hope did the surcharging and made some changes. The letter “R” in “Registered” was
changed to a different font. The first printing had many broken letters; these were corrected. Space between

“Canal” and “Zone” was widened from 8.0 mm to 9.3 mm. The printing on the back of the envelope was
not changed.




REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
SECOND PRINTING - SIZE SIX

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE
TEN-CENT REGISTRY FEE PLUS TWO-CENT DOMESTIC LETTER RATE

DESTINATION: U.S.
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
SECOND PRINTING - SIZE EIGHT

9,000 ISSUED
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REJECTED REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
SIZE SIX

A third order was placed for 25,000 small and 10,000 large envelopes in November 1919. The American Bank Note
Company was requested to supply envelopes with the “Canal Zone” and “10¢” surcharge. They were received in
December 1920. By this time, the Canal Zone postal authorities had concluded that these so-called inviolable
registered envelopes had not reduced loss or pilferage. The entire shipment was offered to Panama in April 1921. The
issue was overprinted with solid black blocks to obliterate the “10 cts” and “Canal Zone.” The denomination was
changed to “centavos” for use in Panama. Printing on the back of the third printing was the same as the first printing.
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REJECTED REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
PANAMA  SIZE SIX

DESTINATION: BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND

DESTINATION: SWEDEN




REJECTED REGISTRATION ENVELOPES
SIZE EIGHT - 10,000 ISSUED AND SURCHARGED
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