COMMENTARY

ON

THE STEINER COLLECTION

SCOTT R. TREPEL
PREFACE
On Wednesday, June 28, 2017, the Siegel firm will offer the Keith J. Steiner collection of Hawaiian
Numeral Issues (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=1161).
The Steiner collection is one of the finest and most comprehensive of its kind our firm has ever offered.
This is a significant ranking, considering that since I joined the Siegel firm in 1992, we have sold the
following major Hawaii collections (available online at siegelauctions.com – to see the listings, just click on
the links below):
• Honolulu Advertiser (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=769)
• Christian Aall (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=805)
• Thurston Twigg-Smith (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=931)
• David Golden (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=1009)
• Frank C. Atherton (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=1112)
• William H. Gross (https://siegelauctions.com/sales.php?sale_no=1126)
This commentary was inspired by my fascination with the Numerals. While the fifteen major Scott-listed
Numeral stamps have a fairly homogenous appearance – except, of course, for the three different
denominations – the stamps are actually the products of myriad changes in typography, color and paper
type. I enjoy the puzzle-solving.
The work published by Henry J. Crocker in 1909, arranging the Numerals by settings, was significantly
advanced by J. Fred Westerberg with his “Plating the Hawaiiian Numerals,” published in 1968. Following
Westerberg’s book, additional work by Thurston Twigg-Smith, Geoffrey Brewster, Fred Gregory and
Keith Steiner has further advanced what we know about the Numerals.
Fred Gregory’s “Post Office in Paradise” website is a valuable online resource for collectors who wish to
learn more about the Numerals and other aspects of Hawaiian philately and postal history
(http://www.hawaiianstamps.com). An entire section is devoted to the Numerals, although it has not been
updated since 2009.
Returning to the Steiner collection, the first point I wish to make is that the arrangement of the collection
in the sale catalogue differs significantly from the order and presentation in Mr. Steiner’s exhibit. The
reason for reordering the material is simple: marketing. While Mr. Steiner’s objective was to show how
the settings of Numerals were constructed and changed, we shuffled the deck to make it easier for
bidders to find stamps based on the items’ attributes and quality. Specialists searching for specific plate
positions will find the plate identification in each description.
This commentary follows the sale lot order, but I will make frequent references to the plates.

INTER-ISLAND MAIL
The Numerals were Hawaii’s first stamps for local and
inter-island postage. Before August 1859, Hawaiian interisland mail was carried free of charge by schooners, and
there was no charge for letters delivered locally. The
Steiner sale begins with an interesting example of interisland mail, a letter sent in May 1850 from Wailuku to
Lahaina with a “Wailuku P.O. May 31” postmark and
“Free” applied by the unofficial postmaster, Reverend
Edward W. Bailey (lot 1001). Since inter- and intra-island
mail was carried free, it was not necessary to mark the
letter “free.” We know of two such Wailuku “free” covers.
The Steiner cover was formerly in the collections formed
by Alfred J. Ostheimer III, the Honolulu Advertiser and
Thurston Twigg-Smith. It has special appeal to me since
it is postmarked on my birthday, May 31.

Lot 1001

Lot 1002

Another pre-Numeral period inter-island letter
follows (lot 1002). This one was sent from Punahou to
Lahaina in March 1852, after the introduction of
Missionary stamps and handstruck postmarks at
Honolulu. The letter was written to Reverend Dwight
Baldwin from his 15-year old son at school at
Punahou. Almost every inter-island letter in this
period has no postal marking. This cover was datestamped with the red “Honolulu * Hawaiian-Islands *
Mar. 10” datestamp. This early date could be the
earliest recorded strike of the Honolulu “HawaiianIslands” marking (February 10, 1852, is the earliest
date for the “U.S. Postage Paid” version). It was once
owned by Robert Van Dyke and was acquired by Mr.
Steiner in our sale of the David Golden collection.

The two stampless inter-island covers with postal markings set the stage for the Numerals that follow.
The key to appreciating the stamps is understanding their purpose and method of production.

THE NUMERAL PRINTINGS
With the rise in inter-island correspondence came a greater need for collecting postage. In 1859 the
postal laws were amended to include a 2¢ per half-ounce postage rate for inter-island letters (and 1¢ for
printed matter), effective August 1. Drop letters left at and picked up at the same post office were not
subject to postage, nor were consignee letters handled by ship captains, as long as they did not go
through the post office.
The simple typeset Numeral stamps were intended to be a temporary measure until new 1¢ and 2¢
stamps could be ordered, printed and delivered. The 5¢ Numeral stamps were issued in 1865 when
regular engraved stamps were not available.
Far from being temporary, the Numerals maintained a prominent position in Hawaii’s postal history for
a period of seven years.
The Numerals were printed from newspaper type on a small hand-operated Ruggles card press. The
early printings were made at the offices of Henry M. Whitney’s newspaper, the Pacific Commercial
Advertiser. Later printings were made by another private printer and at the Government Printing Office.
The Numerals encompass fifteen major Scott numbers. The table opposite will help collectors visualize
and identify the complex Numeral Issue printings. Each time the denomination was changed and the
type had to be reset, philatelists call it a new setting. There were twelve settings of Numerals from 1859
to 1865, which produced 1¢, 2¢ and 5¢ stamps. When the arrangement was modified, but the denomination stayed the same, philatelists call it a separate plate (the correct printer’s term would be a typeset
“form”). The Numerals were printed from at least 29 different plates.

BASIC SCOTT-LISTED ISSUES
The Numerals are listed in the Scott Catalogue as numbers 12 through 26. The printings from 1859
through 1865 are arranged by denomination, color and paper type, and each of the basic stamps is
assigned a year (or range of years) of production or issue.
It is possible for a collector to build a basic “set” of Numerals, in accordance with the Scott Catalogue.
The following lots represent my recommendations to bidders who wish to obtain single examples of the
fifteen major Scott numbers and, in addition, a few significant color/paper types listed as sub-numbered
varieties. They are listed in Scott number order. A general comment is followed by specific lot recommendations.
1¢ Blue on Bluish White (Scott 12) – this is the first Numeral stamp, but technically it was the second
printed (from Plates 2-A and B), following the printing of the 2¢ value in Blue (from Plates 1-A, B and
C). This early issue is frequently found with small faults in the delicate paper,
and minor imperfections such as small thins or tears, creases and pinholes are
forgiven if the margins and overall appearance are above par. Unused and
uncancelled (that is, an uncancelled stamp removed from a cover) 1¢ Blue
stamps are more common than attractively cancelled examples, but generally
the 1¢ is much scarcer than the 2¢ Blue.
Unused: Lot 1003 is a sound stamp with four large margins, ex Chapin. We
have noted a faint bit of toning, which is not mentioned on the 1974 P.F.
certificate but might be mentioned in 2017; it is of virtually no significance.
Using Power Search, we located one superior unused example, ex Caspary,
Ishikawa and Honolulu Advertiser, which was sold our 2016 sale of the William
H. Gross collection for $16,500 hammer, a bargain in my opinion. A comparable stamp was sold in our 2003 auction of the Drucker collection, where it real-

Lot 1003

NUMERAL ISSUE SETTINGS
Setting
Setting 1
2 cent
Setting 2
1 cent

Plate

July 1859

13a

1-C

July 1859

13

1-B

2-A
2-B

3-B

Setting 5
2 cent

Setting 7
2 cent
Setting 8
1 cent
Setting 9
5 cent

July 1859

Thin wove with strong show-thru

2c Black

Late 1859

16

Late 1859

16

1862

14

1863

15

2c Black

Grayish

Thin wove

2c Black

2c Black

Grayish

Greenish Blue

Thin wove

Thin wove

2c Black

White

Medium wove similar to Scott 20

1c Black
2c Black

Grayish
Grayish

2c Black

Bluish Gray

2c Black

Blue Gray

19

1c Black

White

23

1c Black

White

17

2c Dark Blue

20

2c Black

24

21

10-A

1865

26

Setting 12
5 cent

12-A

1865

22

1865

Thin wove

Thin wove

18 var

1864

1865

Grayish

Grayish

Thin to medium wove, Bluish cast varies

None

1865

2c Black

2c Black

Gray Blue (shades)

1863?

1865

Thin wove

2c Black

18 var

7-A

Thin wove with strong show-thru

Grayish

18

1863

1864

Bluish White

Thin wove with strong show-thru

Thin wove

5-Az

5-C

Bluish White

Thin wove, semi-opaque minimal show-thru

Grayish

18 var

1863

Bluish White

Thin wove, semi-opaque minimal show-thru

1c Black

Late 1863
1863

2c Blue

Bluish White

15

5-Ax

11-A

Bluish White

16

13

Setting 10
2 cent
Setting 11
1 cent

Thin wove, semi-opaque minimal show-thru

1c Blue

Aug 1859

1863

9-A

Bluish White

2c Blue

5-A

8-A

1c Light Blue

13

1863

6-A

Thin wove, semi-opaque minimal show-thru

Aug 1859

4-A

5-B

Bluish White

12

16

5-Ay

2c Light Blue

12

Late 1859

4-B

Thin wove with strong show-thru

1c Light Blue

16

3-Gx

Grayish White

12

Late 1859

3-F

2c Dark Blue

2c Light Blue

3-E

3-D

Kind of Paper

Jul-Aug 1859
Jul-Aug 1859

PLATES

Color of Paper

13

Late 1859

5-Bx
Setting 6
1 cent

July 1859

3-C

3-G

Setting 4
1 cent

Scott No. Value/Color of Ink

1-A

3-A

Setting 3
2 cent

Date

AND

25

2c Black

5c Blue

2c Dark Blue
1c Dark Blue
5c Blue

Bluish

Thin wove

Thin wove similar to Scott 16

Medium wove
Thin wove

Medium wove

White

Medium wove

White

Medium to thick laid

Blue

White
White
Blue

Thin to medium wove

Medium to thick laid
Medium wove

Medium wove
Medium wove

Medium wove

ized $10,000 hammer versus its then-current Scott value of $9,000. I doubt that more than five sound
Extremely Fine or Very Fine unused examples of this rarity are extant.
If a bidder desires a four-margin unused stamp and is willing to accept a slight thin or small fault, lots
1004 through 1008 have very satisfactory appearance, and the prices will be well below the $15,000 Scott
value.
Used: As previously noted, the 1¢ Blue is generally scarcer in used condition and is very rare if attractively cancelled. The David Golden collection had what might be the finest of all used singles (lot 343),
which brought $24,000 hammer despite a minor corner crease. A stamp with a small hole and thins
brought $19,000 in our 2007 sale of the Twigg-Smith collection.

Lot 1015 in the Steiner sale is a four-margin 1¢ Blue with a red square grid cancel applied in Honolulu.
Despite its small faults, this is a very desirable used example that was formerly in the Honolulu Advertiser
and Twigg-Smith collections.
Lot 1016 has small margins and a thin spot, but it is a most unusual example cancelled by a black circular
handstamp (in addition to manuscript), which in my opinion can only be the Lahaina Customs House
Seal, although the P.F. declined to express an opinion of the cancellation, other than it is genuine.
Lot 1018 is potentially an excellent value. The stamp has four even margins and is bright and fresh. The
faint pen line cancel leaves the stamp looking almost unused. There is a small thin spot, which should
bring the price down to about a third of Scott value. I feel the same way about lot 1019.
2¢ Blue on Bluish/Grayish White (Scott 13, 13a) – The 2¢ Blue Numeral is more readily available than
the 1¢, but again high-quality examples are scarce.
Unused: Lot 1024 is a beautiful stamp with large margins. It has a small thin spot, which will bring the
price down, but in no way does it detract from the appearance.
Lot 1025 is the Dark Blue on Grayish White printing variety (Scott 13a), which
is considerably scarcer than the typical Blue and Light Blue shades on Bluish
White paper. In unused condition this is a major rarity. The unused example in
the Honolulu Advertiser collection (lot 188) was stained and faulty. The Steiner
stamp is far superior, and these are the only two unused examples of the 2¢
Dark Blue in unused condition we located using Power Search. I recommend it
to specialists and to the collector looking for complete representation of the
Numeral Issues.

Lot 1025

Used: Here the field is populated with some beautiful examples, including lots
1031 (on piece), 1032, 1033 (on piece), 1034, 1040 (sound and Extremely Fine),
1049, 1051 (pen cancel) and 1070 (pen cancel on a large part of cover front).
The stamps with a small flaw will be more affordable than the sound gem-quality
examples, such as lot 1040.

2¢ Black on Greenish Blue (Scott 14) – This Numeral issue is one of my favorites, because it is printed
on the distinctive “Robin’s Egg” Greenish Blue paper. Unfortunately, its overall rarity, the absence of
multiples and the extreme rarity of covers make this issue a challenge for collectors who want more than
single examples.
Unused: A perfect unused single is offered in lot 1071, a large-margined
sound gem with a 2010 P.F. certificate. Power Search will reveal the existence
of four other superb unused examples of this stamp, but apart from those it
is unlikely that more than a couple others will be found.
Used: If a handstamped cancel is required, the stamp on piece offered in lot
1073 is a superb example. The bluish-black Lahaina circular datestamp is
very neatly struck, and the stamp is sound (we have noted a tiny speck of soiling). This stamp also shows the “work-up line variety” in the left margin, the
result of the printer’s lead spacing piece rising to the printing surface.
Another superb example cancelled by a handstamp is found on a large part
of the cover front, essentially a piece, offered in lot 1084. The stamp itself is a
gem and cancelled by the Lahaina blue square grid.

Lot 1071

If a pen cancel, which is quite normal on this issue, is acceptable, then lots 1074 through 1076 should be
considered. They are each sound and Extremely Fine or Very Fine.
1¢ Black on Grayish (Scott 15) – The 1¢ and 2¢ Black on Grayish paper issues are quite numerous, but
the 1¢ is much scarcer in used condition, whereas the 2¢ is scarcer in unused condition. Bidders should
keep this inverse scarcity in mind.
Unused: The Steiner collection has several Extremely Fine or Very Fine sound examples of the 1¢, including one Extremely Fine single with original gum (lot 1090), which is very unusual for the early Numerals.
It should not be difficult for a collector to pick up a choice unused example of this stamp.
Used: Genuine used examples of the 1¢ Black on Grayish are an entirely different matter. A Power Search
review located very few examples (approximately six to eight genuinely cancelled), and almost all have
faults. No full covers are known.
The Steiner collection contains three used examples, each noteworthy. Lot 1116 is in unusually choice
condition despite a small thin spot. Lot 1117, while rebacked, has a San Francisco circular datestamp,
indicating it was originally used on a piece of mail addressed to the United States. Finally, the stamp on
the large piece of cover in lot 1118 is Extremely Fine, and the front might be as close to an actual cover
as it is possible to find.
2¢ Black on Grayish/Grayish White (Scott 16, 16d) – The 2¢ Black on Grayish (Scott 16) is the most
readily available of the early Numerals in used condition, but it is quite scarce in unused condition and,
surprisingly, no unused multiples are known.

Unused: Lot 1124 is obviously the Gem of the pack (and Mint N.H., too),
but the Steiner collection contains a significant number of very attractive
unused examples in the lots that follow. Lots 1129 to 1132 are sound and
Very Fine, and if gum is not important to a bidder, they are choice examples.

Lot 1124

Used: The 2¢ Black on Grayish was the workhorse of the Numerals; therefore, used examples are plentiful. A collector can be more discriminating
about quality, unless engaged in building plate reconstructions. The Steiner
lots are arranged in categories by cancellation, so bidders should look at the
first few lots under each cancellation heading. The finest examples are lots
1142 (a magnificent corner copy cancelled in red), 1163 and 1164 (the
latter two with blue Lahaina datestamp). However, there are many other
Extremely Fine and Very Fine stamps, as well as others with unusual
cancellations.

2¢ Dark Blue on Bluish White (Scott 17) – The 2¢ Dark Blue on Bluish paper, printed in 1863 from
Plate 5-B, is another personal favorite, in spite of or perhaps because of its rarity and limited diversity. It
is seldom found in sound condition, and, to the best of my knowledge, used stamps are cancelled in black
and rarely in blue, but never in red. There are no multiples and no complete covers. Even faulty stamps
bring a substantial percentage of Scott value.
Unused: There is only one unused example in the Steiner collection, lot 1222,
and the description fails to note the Raised “I” of “INTER” plate variety,
which adds to its desirability, or perhaps compensates for its small margins
and faults.
Used: Lot 1223 is an Extremely Fine Gem with a black square grid cancel and
huge margins. This stamp was described as having faint toning when we
offered it in the Honolulu Advertiser sale, but the describer must have been
in a foul mood that day, because the P.F. certificate does not mention toning
and it really is too faint to even be considered. I rank this stamp among the
very finest used examples of this rarity.
Incredibly, the Steiner collection has more choice used examples. Lots 1224
and 1225 are both sound and Extremely Fine or Very Fine. Following those
are stamps with trivial flaws, but certainly merit consideration and will be
bought at a percentage off the Scott value.

Lot 1223

2¢ Black on Blue Gray (Scott 18) – The 2¢ Black on Blue Gray paper (Scott 18) is a Numeral variety that
continues to challenge specialists and confuse the average collector. In its truest color, the Blue Gray
paper of Scott 18 (from Plate 5-A) is distinctive enough to separate this printing from the printings on
Grayish and Grayish White paper (Scott 16 and 16d). However, in some cases the paper of Scott 18 is
Grayish, White or thick Blue Gray, and these stamps can only be identified as varieties of Scott 18 by the
plate assignment (5-Ax and 5-Bx). This complexity is enough to drive the average collector nuts.
To simplify matters, I will start with the basic Scott 18 on Blue Gray paper. Frankly, the scarcity of this
stamp in unused condition has been somewhat overrated in past years. There are sufficient quantities of
choice unused examples that collectors can be fussy about condition. For this reason, the premium for
Gem quality is smaller and the discount for faults is greater.
Used examples are a different matter. They are scarce in any condition and rare in sound condition.
Unused: If original gum is a requirement, then lot 1234 is a must-have stamp. Power Search must be used
with care in identifying examples of this stamp with original gum, because the OG symbol was used on
No Gum stamps for years, so a search will produce many more lot records than actually exist with gum.
We found two others (one with part original gum). Not only does lot 1234 have original gum, it is sound
and Extremely Fine, and has an interesting plate variety. This stamp is worth a substantial premium over
Scott value.
There are several beautiful unused examples of Scott 18 that follow lot 1234, and it is really a matter of
personal preference and budget in deciding which to choose.
Used: The Steiner collection contains two unquestioned examples of Scott 18 on Blue Gray paper in used
condition. Lot 1247 is used on piece with a U.S. 2¢ Black Jack stamp, which puts it beyond the requirements of the average collector looking for a single. Lot 1248 is on cover, which also places it beyond the
off-cover domain.
Lot 1246 is a puzzle and really better suited for the specialist. I saw this stamp and immediately identified
the paper as distinctive Blue Gray. However, the red “Postage Paid” oval cancel is not found on other
Scott 18 printings, and this stamp is not from Plate 5-A (or Ax or Bx); it comes from Plate 3-C (Position
8). So what is it? I do not know, and, as the description states, we will sell it subject to opinions of
Hawaiian Numeral specialists. Could it be the Blue Gray paper used in conjunction with Plate 3-C?
There is no logical reason preventing one kind of paper being used with a different plate. We will let the
jury decide.

As mentioned previously, the typography of Scott 18 conforms to the Plate
5-A setting, yet examples are known on paper other than Blue Gray: Grayish
and Thick Blue Gray. These are offered in lots 1249 through 1260, and
collectors may decide to add those to the basic Scott-listed issues. The greatest rarities are lots 1259 and 1260, the so-called “Gesvret” varieties on Thick
Blue Gray paper, of which just seven copies are recorded. Although these are
classified as varieties of Scott 18, the typographic characteristics of the
Gesvret stamps are closer to Scott 17 from Plate 5-B, and for this reason they
are attributed to Plate 5-Bx (the “x” indicating a distinct state of the plate).
1¢ and 2¢ Black on White Wove (Scott 19, 20) – The 1864 printing on white
wove paper is relatively common in unused condition, but examples of either
value in used condition are scarce. Unused stamps rarely if ever have gum,
and the toning present on some used examples suggests that brown mucilage
was used to affix them.

Lot 1259

Unused: None are scarce, so collectors have the opportunity to bid on Very Fine
or Extremely Fine examples with frequency.
Used: Both values are much rarer in used condition versus unused. The 1¢ is
extremely rare, and despite statements from reliable sources that a dozen used
examples are known, the Siegel firm has offered only five genuinely used
stamps: the Steiner copy (lot 1274) and four others. The used stamp in the
Twigg-Smith sale (Sale 931, lot 4107) brought $9,500 versus $2,000 thencurrent Scott value, despite creases and margin cutting in. There is no recorded
cover with Scott 19.

Lot 1274

The 2¢ is a bit more readily available in used condition, and the Steiner collection includes several in different grades, including an Extremely Fine stamp on
piece (lot 1283).

5¢ Blue “Hawaiian Postage” on Blue (Scott 21) – The first of the 5¢ Numeral stamps, issued in 1865,
has the “Hawaiian Postage” label on both sides (the second has the “Interisland” and “Hawaiian Postage”
label, which is an error in wording since the 5¢ value never paid the 2¢ inter-island rate.
Unused: Singles are not very scarce (but multiples are). One can hold out for a Very Fine or Extremely
Fine sound stamp without waiting long.
Used: Used examples are frequently found with faults, and sound examples are very scarce. Lot 1304 with
minor toned spots, but otherwise sound, is worth attention.
5¢ Blue “Interisland” on Blue (Scott 22) – As noted above for Scott 21, this was a later printing of the 5¢
Numeral, but the setting was inadvertently left with “Interisland” label. Unused and used stamps are
readily available, but used examples are often faulty. Collectors tend to overlook the scarcity of sound
used examples of Scott 22.
1¢ and 2¢ Black on White Laid (Scott 23, 24) – The 1864 printing on white laid paper is relatively abundant in unused condition, so obtaining choice singles is not difficult. On the other hand, used examples
of the 1¢ are very scarce, and the 2¢ is extremely rare in genuinely used condition. Collectors should not
be fooled by “used” stamps with the segmented three-ring target that was applied to a supply of 1¢
stamps as a favor cancel.
Regarding the 2¢ on laid paper, genuinely used examples are problematic. I believe some of the stamps
sold in previous years as used have fake cancels, and a couple of genuine cancels were applied by pen.
Lot 1359 in the Steiner sale has a very light Honolulu circular datestamp. It is the “NTER” variety, which
adds to its significance. I will not let the buyer keep the stamp without getting an updated P.F. certificate
to make sure the cancel is genuine. The same can be said for lots 1357 and 1358.
1¢ and 2¢ Dark Blue on White (Scott 25, 26) – These were printed in 1865 essentially as reprints of the
early Blue Numerals, although in a different shade on different paper. By 1865 there were stamp collectors who wanted the Hawaiian Numerals, and the post office filled the orders with the stamps now classified as Scott 25 and 26. They are common in unused condition, and used examples are either fake or flukes. The pen cancel on the stamp in lot 1368 could be
legitimate (that is, applied at the time), and the British cancel on the stamp in lot
1376 is a postal history anomaly.
This concludes the review of unused and used singles of the basic Scott-listed
Numerals. However, I wish to point out two lots that are distinctive and rare: the
5¢ Bluish Black on Grayish White “Hawaiian Postage” (Scott 21b, lot 1311) and
the 5¢ Blue on Grayish White “Interisland” (Scott 22b, lot 1327). It is unlikely
these are errors, in the philatelic sense of the word, and none of the Numerals
are known in proof form. Only two examples of Scott 21b are recorded, the
other of which is used. The example of Scott 22b is the same one we offered in
the Honolulu Advertiser sale, and we have never offered nor seen another. For
collectors who can afford to go beyond the simple Scott Catalogue listings,
I recommend these two stamps. They are important rarities, in my opinion.

Lot 1311

TYPOGRAPHIC VARIETIES
Part of the Numerals’ appeal lies in the array of varieties caused by the typographic process. The loose
type used to create the settings of ten stamps in each impression was prone to irregularities, including
missing letters, damaged elements, and shifts in position and spacing. These typographic anomalies can
be divided into two fundamental kinds: consistent and intermittent.
Consistent type varieties were the result of locked-in (or fixed) elements. A prime example of a desirable
consistent variety is the Raised “2,” in which the large numeral is shifted to the top of the rectangular
frame. The Raised “2” is found only among 2¢ Black on Grayish stamps (listed as Scott 16a), but was
present in more than one plate (Plates 3-C, 3-D and 3-E, Type IX, Position 9). Other examples of consistent varieties are the Battered Numeral and Broken Toe in “2.” Since these anomalies were present
throughout the entire printing, they are generally not as scarce as intermittent varieties.
The intermittent varieties include type degradation, which caused parts of certain letters to failed to
print. The “ISLANI” variety is the result of the letter “D” failing to fully print, thus leaving the left vertical bar appearing as an “I.” Other intermittent varieties are more pronounced and extremely rare.
The “NTER” variety, in which the letter “I” was completely omitted from the word “INTER” is very rare
and found only on the 2¢ (Scott 16c and 24a). It appears that this is an intermittent variety, since the
“NTER” positions can also be found with the “I” present. I think it would be interesting to show the same
position with and without “I.” Below is a table of stamps in the Steiner sale with the “NTER” variety and
stamps from the same positions with “INTER” complete. The stamps from Plate 3 settings are all on
grayish paper, Scott 16c. The stamps from Plate 7-A are on white laid paper, Scott 24a.
Plate

Type

Position

“NTER” Variety

“INTER” with “I”

3-E

IV

4

1211

1140

3-E

VII

7

[Not in Sale]

1131, 1143, 1170, 1203, 1204

3-F

IV

4

1210, 1212

1171, 1218

3-F

VII

7

1209

1130, 1195, 1199

7-A

III

3

1359, 1360

Multiples 1350-1353, 1356, 1364

The Steiner collection contains a comprehensive array of typographic varieties of both the consistent and
intermittent kinds. Here are my picks for the most significant examples:
Lot 1023 – 1¢ Blue, Missing “1 Ce” (Scott 12a): This is an extraordinary
stamp. Not only is it one of just two recorded examples of the variety,
but it is more extreme than the other recorded stamp. In the Steiner
copy, almost all of the “1 Cent” value label is missing. It comes from Plate
2-B, Position 2, and the other known example comes from Position 4,
just below it in the setting of ten.
Lot 1065 – 2¢ Blue, Comma After “Cents” (Scott 13b): I am not sure if
this variety is the result of the setting containing a comma instead of a
period, or if the period was malformed and appears as a comma. There
are five recorded examples, all but one from Plate 1-A, Position 10. One
comes from Position 3 on Plate 3-A. The Steiner copy is a Fine sound
example with pen cancel. Through a remarkable coincidence, a superb
unused example, ex Ferrary, is offered in the 2017 Rarities of the World
sale (lot 323).
Lot 1023
Lot 1220 – 2¢ Black, “TAGE” Variety (Scott 16g): This lot contains four
stamps from Plate 3-F and 3-G, all Position 9, showing the changes in the
“HAWAIIAN POSTAGE” label. The sequence begins with the full label. It is followed by the “IA” of
“HAWAIIAN” dropping out, then the “TAGE” with missing letters. Finally, the letters have been restored
in slightly different positions.

Lot 1337 – 1¢ Black, Missing “C” of “Cent” (Scott 23 variety): This stamp is
from a later printing on laid paper, and it very clearly shows the value label
with “C” omitted. This is the only example of the “1 ent” variety we have seen.
Lots 1338-1348 – 1¢ Black, Changes in “HAWAIIAN POSTAGE” (Scott 23a
and varieties): These lots show the full range of changes to the “HAWAIIAN
POSTAGE” label, including letters dropping out and then restored. The pair
in lot 1340 is a striking multiple with the “HA” variety and normal stamp
together.

Lot 1369

Lot 1369 – 1¢ Dark Blue, Missing “t” in “Cent” (Scott 25 var): The late printing of the 1¢ in Dark Blue on White is essentially a reprint, and numerous
examples of Position 6 on Plate 11-A show the value label complete. Therefore,
it is remarkable that a singular example of this position shows the “t” missing,
creating a “1 Cen” variety. I have no idea what happened to cause the missing
letter, but there is no evidence of the “t” at all.

MULTIPLES

AND

TÊTE-BÊCHE CONFIGURATION

One of the attractions of the Numeral Issues is the existence of multiples, at least for some of the printings. Generally speaking, there is an inverse scarcity ratio between the unused multiples and used singles
(including covers) – if there is an abundance of unused multiples, there is a paucity of used stamps and
covers, and vice versa. Used multiples are rare across every issue.
For example, the 2¢ Black on Grayish paper, Scott 16, is represented by a plentiful supply of used singles
and covers, but I am not aware of even one unused multiple. On the other hand, the 2¢ Black on Laid
paper, Scott 23, is very scarce in used condition, but unused multiples, including complete panes, are
available.
Among multiples, the most desirable format is tête-bêche, in which one stamp is upside down relative to
the other. Tête-bêche multiples were produced when multiple impressions were made on the same sheet
in a “work-and-turn” process. They exist only for certain printings, but presumably could be found
among any of them. The configuration is always side by side (horizontal), not top to bottom (vertical).
The Steiner collection has some very desirable multiples, including complete panes and tête-bêche pairs
and blocks. Here is a summary by Scott number:
Scott #

Issue

Complete Pane(s)

15

1¢ Black on Grayish

1085-1087

19

1¢ Black on White Wove

Block

Tête-Bêche
1119, 1120 block

1261

21

5¢ “Hawaiian Postage”

1310 block

22

5¢ “Interisland”

1324, 1325

23

1¢ Black on Laid

1329

24

2¢ Black on Laid

1350-1352

1326 pane
1349
1353

1364

The most important multiple listed above is the 5¢ Blue “Hawaiian
Postage” tête-bêche block of four offered in lot 1310. This issue is
extremely rare in unused multiples. We record one pane of ten
(normal), a block of eleven (normal), and the tête-bêche block in the
Steiner collection, which is ex Ferrary, Tows and Honolulu
Advertiser.
Another multiple worthy of mention is the complete pane of the 1¢
Black on Grayish, Scott 15, offered in lot 1085. This pane is very
unusual, because it shows one impression from the setting, yet the left
vertical column conforms to Westerberg’s Plate 4-A, while the right is
Plate 4-B. This proves that the typographical changes distinguishing
Plate 4-A from 4-B occurred in stages, and this pane reflects a hybrid
state. For the specialist, it is a fascinating item.
The final category of Numerals I would like to explore is the usage of
these stamps, reflected in cancellations and covers in the Steiner
collection.
Lot 1310

CANCELLATIONS

AND

COVERS

The red cancellations on Numerals are quite attractive and come in a few different forms, all used at
Honolulu: the standard red square grid (more than one type), “Honolulu Hawaiian-Islands” circular
datestamp and “Postage Paid” oval (a modified form of the earlier marking with “U.S. Postage Paid”). I
am not sure if any one Honolulu marking is scarcer than the others.
The “PAID” arc handstamped cancel on the 2¢ Blue Numeral in lot 1039 is the only one of its kind I
have seen. I presume it was struck in Honolulu. This stamp was once part of the Henry J. Crocker and
Frank C. Atherton collections.
Another desirable cancellation is the Lahaina Customs House Seal, which has a negative illustration of a
full-rigged ship. This cancel is recorded in blue and more rarely in black, and only on the early Numerals
(Scott 12, 13 and 16). Its virtues as a pictorial or “fancy” cancel are most often lost in poor strikes that fail
to show the detail.
The Steiner collection contains several examples of the Lahaina Customs House Seal, including the
following lots:
Scott 12: Lot 1016, which is a strike in black on the 1¢ Blue, but the P.F. has declined to express an opinion on whether or not it is the Lahaina marking
Scott 13/13a: Lot 1046, 1069 (cover)
Scott 16: Lots 1174-1176, 1210 (“NTER” variety, Scott 16c)

Lahaina also used an unusual handstamp with the postmaster’s name, “C. S. Bartow,” which is found
struck in blue on a 2¢ Blue (lot 1047). The standard “Paid” in oval, square grid and circular datestamp
used at Lahaina are seen in blue (or bluish-green) and black.
Another distinctive cancellation on the Numerals is the Hilo Collector’s Office oval, which is also found
on the early Numerals (Scott 12, 13 and 16). The Steiner collection contains several examples on and off
cover.
The last off-cover cancellations worth mentioning are lots 1117, a 1¢ Black on Grayish (Scott 15) with the
San Francisco datestamp, and lot 1231, a 2¢ Dark Blue on Bluish (Scott 17) with the San Francisco
cogwheel. Both of these stamps were on mail that entered San Francisco’s post office and was cancelled
there. Similarly, lot 1308 is a 5¢ “Hawaiian Postage” stamp with a British “1/-“ due handstamp, and lot
1376, a 2¢ Dark Blue on White (Scott 26) has a British oval numeral cancel. These must have been used
on mail that entered the international postal system.
Numeral Issue covers generally traveled from one location to another within the Hawaiian Islands. Quite
a few covers are addressed to Honolulu and have Honolulu postmarks. These were probably carried by
inter-island schooners and left at the Honolulu post office, where they were cancelled on arrival.
I have always been partial to covers with the first issue printed in Blue. There are no covers known with
the 1¢ Blue (Scott 12), and covers with the 2¢ are rare. Estimates have varied from 10 to 25 known, but
I think a census would show that the number is slightly more than 25. Even at the higher number, the
population is small, and the number of attractive high-quality covers is even smaller.
Lot 1066 is a beautiful 2¢ Blue Numeral cover. Although the stamp itself has small margins and tiny
flaws, it is neatly tied by a clear strike of the Honolulu circular datestamp on a bright buff envelope
addressed to Warren Goodale in Honolulu.
Lot 1067 is another 2¢ Blue cover with the red “Postage Paid” oval tying a four-margin stamp. This one
is addressed to “Na Lui Epikopo” at the Catholic Mission.
A rare intra-island usage is the cover in lot 1068, which also has a 2¢ Blue tied by the Honolulu datestamp, but in this case was carried by schooner to the island of Molokai, where it was delivered to Maria
J. Forbes at Kalua‘aha. The stamp on this
cover is the Dark Blue on Grayish White
printing from Plate 3-B (Scott 13a), which
is much scarcer than the regular Light
Blue printing.
Another extraordinary Blue Numeral
cover is offered as lot 1069. This cover
originated at Lahaina, and the stamp is
tied by the blue Lahaina Customs House
Seal with a negative illustration of a fullrigged ship. I searched past auction
records and could not find another
complete cover with the 2¢ Blue tied by
this marking. This cover has a wonderful
provenance: Tows, Admiral Harris, Krug,
Van Dyke and Golden.

Lot 1069

Following the Blue Numerals is the 1862 2¢ Black on “Robin’s Egg” Greenish Blue paper, Scott 14. This
stamp is extremely rare on cover, and most are severely defective. Lot 1083 is a full cover from Lahaina
to Hana with the stamp tied by the blue Lahaina datestamp, and lot 1084 is a front with an Extremely
Fine stamp.
One of my favorite items is the piece offered in lot 1247, which has a 2¢ Black on Blue Gray, Scott 18,
used with the U.S. 2¢ Black Jack, Scott 73, tied together on what must have been a wrapper around a
printed newspaper or circular. I remember this from the Honolulu Advertiser sale in 1995, and it is truly
remarkable. The next lot (1248) is a cover with the same Numeral stamp, Scott 18, which is possibly the
only complete cover extant.
Another major rarity on cover, which should not be overlooked, is lot 1290, the 1864 2¢ Black on White
Wove, Scott 20. I know of only one other cover with this stamp.
The earlier printing on Grayish paper, Scott 16, is more readily available on cover, but the Steiner collection contains a few in exceptionally fine condition. Lots 1193 and 1194 have stamps tied by the Hilo
Collector’s Office oval, and lot 1217 is a magnificent example of the printing on Grayish White (Scott
16d) tied on cover by the red Honolulu datestamp.
Finally, for collectors who like mixed frankings, there are a few outstanding covers. Lot 1336 is the only
recorded cover with the 1¢ Black on Laid Paper, Scott 23, which also has a pair of the later 2¢ Vermilion
and a U.S. 5¢ 1863 Issue. The more standard franking of a 5¢ Numeral and U.S. 5¢ stamp is represented by beautiful 5¢ “Hawaiian Postage” and “Interisland” covers (lots 1313 and 1328). Lot 1312 is a
bit different, with two U.S. 3¢ 1861 stamps used with the 5¢ “Hawaiian Postage.
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