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W

illiam H. Gross, throughout his quarter century of collecting United
States and worldwide stamps, has always been keenly interested in
important name-sale auctions and opportunities to acquire intact collections
through private sale. The two most significant factors that have influenced his
decision-making are: first, whether or not the collection represents a significant
holding for the particular area; and, second, will its acquisition, either in part or
whole, advance his personal collection in a meaningful way.
In 1999 the opportunity to acquire one of the legendary collections of
Switzerland classic stamps and postal history—the Anderegg collection—was
presented by Corinphila to Mr. Gross through his agents, Charles F. Shreve and
Tracy L. Carey. After seeing the spectacular array of iconic items and superb
stamps, multiples and covers, Mr. Gross did not hesitate. He acquired the entire
collection and made it an integral part of his worldwide holdings.
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erold E. Anderegg, a wealthy Swiss industrialist, had collected stamps for
decades before he emerged as a major buyer in the 1950s and 1960s. With
extraordinary taste and an impeccable eye for quality and rarity, Mr. Anderegg
acquired significant items from dealers and major auction sales held during the
post-World War II years. Perhaps his greatest single acquisition was the unused
block of six of the Double Geneva from the 1964 Robson Lowe sale of the
Maurice Burrus collection. This block, one of the greatest philatelic rarities in
the world, had been a highlight of the Ferrary, Hind and Burrus collections.
Mr. Anderegg proudly displayed it for the first time in the Court of Honor at
the 1965 WIPA exhibition in Vienna.

The Anderegg collection was awarded numerous high honors at European
national and international philatelic exhibitions. In 1955 it won the Grand Prix
National at Lausanne, and two years later it won the Grand Prix International
at the 1957 Tel Aviv exhibition. In 1959 Mr. Anderegg captured the Grand
Prix d’Honneur at the Sicilia ‘59 exhibition in Palermo.
After the 1965 WIPA Court of Honor display, in which the Double Geneva
block was shown for the first time, the Anderegg collection was kept almost
completely out of the public eye, which only added to its legendary and somewhat mysterious status. Then, in 1999, it was purchased through private treaty
by Mr. Gross, who added a few pieces, but for the most part kept the collection
in the same state as Mr. Anderegg had left it.
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n 2007 Mr. Gross and his wife, Sue, began the process of selling his worldwide collections and donating the proceeds to various charities and nonprofit organizations that have special meaning to them. From 2007 to 2013,
seven successful auctions generated more than $20 million for humanitarian
organizations and The Smithsonian National Postal Museum. As World
Stamp Show–NY 2016 approached, the Grosses decided to offer his collection
of Switzerland.
While preparations for the auction
were underway, Mr. Gross’ philatelic
agents were approached by the fatherand-son Swiss stamp dealers, Gottfried
and Markus Honegger of Honegger
Philatelie AG, a highly-respected firm
based in Schmerikon. Having heard that
the Anderegg-Gross collection might be
sold, the Honeggers asked if there was a
possibility of a direct sale of the entire
collection to one of their clients, a private
collector in Switzerland who wished to
preserve the legendary Anderegg collection intact. In a short time, the price was
agreed, and the collection was sold for
Gottfried Honegger and Charles Shreve
approximately $4,500,000.

T

he entire $4.5 million from the sale of Mr. Gross’ Switzerland collection
has been donated to four charitable organizations:
The PIMCO Foundation
www.foundation.pimco.com/En/OurFirm/Pages/PIMCO-Foundation.aspx

The New York Times Neediest Cases Fund
www.nytneediestcases.com

Kershaw’s Challenge
www.kershawschallenge.com

The United Nations Sustainable Solutions Network
www.unsdsn.org

The seven auction sales of other worldwide collections and the private sale of
the Swiss collection bring the total amount of the Grosses’ contributions to
humanitarian and cultural organizations to $25 million. There is no doubt that
Mr. Gross has set a historical record for philanthropy based on philately.
Following the sale of the Swiss collection, Mr. Gross felt inspired to continue
with his plan to stage an auction at World Stamp Show–NY 2016. He decided
that his prized collection of Hawaiian stamps and postal history would be the
right choice for the event. On Sunday, May 29th, at the Javits Center, the
Hawaii collection will be offered by Charles F. Shreve and Tracy L. Carey, in
association with Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries. The sale proceeds will be
divided between the Hawaii Foodbank and The Smithsonian National Postal
Museum. Philately and philanthropy will continue to thrive.
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