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United States 1851 to 1856 Imperforate Issues

No other issue of United States postage 
stamps offers collectors as much beauty, character, complexity and 
historical significance as the imperforate issues of 1851 to 1856. 

The five different designs depict Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 
Jefferson and George Washington. Three of the denominations 
were issued on July 1, 1851—the 1¢, 3¢ and 12¢—and these were 
followed by the 10¢ in 1855 and the 5¢ in 1856. In early 1857 the 
printers, Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co., began using a machine 
that punched perforations between the stamps to make it possible to 
separate them without using a razor or scissors. The basic designs 
were valid until the fall of 1861, when the Civil War triggered a 
demonetization order and new issue by the federal government, 
steps designed to deprive the pro-slavery Southern insurrectionists 
of postage stamps, a valuable medium of exchange. 

The stamps were printed from intaglio steel plates, comprising 
200 subjects arranged in two panes of 100 each. The plates were 
produced using the relief transfer method. The printers struggled to 
achieve the degree of uniformity expected in security printing with 
plates of this size, and their struggle created the wonderfully complex 
design variations evident in the printed stamps. The Scott 
Catalogue listings of 1¢ 1851 and 10¢ 1855 Issue stamps owe their 
existence to the challenges met by Toppan Carpenter and the later 
efforts by philatelists to figure out exactly what they did. 

Apart from the philatelic appeal of the 1851-1856 Imperforates, 
they are steeped in history. The use of stamps exploded during the 
life of the issue, as did the nation’s economy and role in world trade. 
Fueled by the mineral wealth of the West, discovered in 1848, the 
boundaries of the United States expanded rapidly during the 1850s. 
With population and territorial growth came vast improvements in 
transportation routes on land and water, using engines powered by 
coal and steam. The covers from this pre-war era reflect the seismic 
changes in the United States and its postal system. 

Collecting the classic 1851-1856 Imperforates is rewarding at 
any depth. The stamps, with their distinguished portraiture and 
lathework backgrounds, are truly beautiful examples of 19th century 
engraving—one of each will suffice to demonstrate this aspect of 
their alluring character. Beyond that, a collector may explore the 
printing and production variations evident in singles and multiples. 
If one is inspired by the stamps’ role in American history, collecting 
them on covers offers an enriching in-depth experience. 

The 1851-1856 Imperforates in the Eubanks collection have 
everything a collector could desire. This preview barely touches the 
surface of the most outstanding collection of these issues ever 
formed. We do not make that judgment lightly. In our estimation, 
the proofs, stamps, varieties, multiples, cancellations and covers, 
and overall quality of the Eubanks collection, surpass every other 
1851-1856 collection.
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The finest collection ever formed, to be sold in 
an unreserved auction in October 2021 
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The famous Newbury cover 
with 1¢ Type III Position 99R2 
(detail of stamp shown at left)

Matching pair of 12¢ 
bisects from the same 
stamp on covers from 

Cuba to Canada via 
New York City


