
Cameroon

C.E.F. Registered Mail:

Maddocks Gr.184 * 18S) presents an interesting discussion regarding the availabiliqv of
Registered Mait at the Duala Post O ce during the C.E'F. period.

General Routine Order No. 16, dated October 3'd, 1914 had stated: "registered letters and

parcels will not be accepted at present" (Maddocks p. 184).

Lt. tuidlu*, Assistant Director of Posts & Telegraphs, Dual4 confirmed to the Pos&aster

General, London on December 4tr, 1915 that there was no system of registration at the CI.F.
Post Office, Duala (Maddocks, P. 184).

Maddocks then presents some (inconclusive) examples concluding that "some form of
controlled mailing from Duala must have been undertaken" (p. 185).

My own conclusion is that the situation was quite simple. Registered mail did exist at the

C.E.F. Post Offrce, but it was available only for of{icial mail of the Post Office itseE.

Attempts were made by others to send registered mail, but were not successful.

The philatelic cover below is an example of such an attempt at registration:

Allied Occupation



E-

Cameroon

C.E.F. Registered Mail:

Presented below is a stampless registered cover postmarked DUALA a7.10.15 addressed to a
Mr. Chas Davies in Frodsham, England. According to Maddocks, who presents a similar cover
to the same addressee, (r. 184) Mr. Davies was a well known philatelist.
The difference between the cover shown by Maddocks and the one shown below is that the
cover presented here does have a DUALA registration label.
The sender is M. McGilway, Assistant Director, DUALA Posts & Telegraphs, who signed the
cover in the lower left comer. As the backstamps show, the cover was handled as a registered
cover.
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Cameroon

C.E.F. Registered Mail:

The cover below is similar to the one shown by Maddocks (p. 185). Again the difference being
that it has a DUALA registration label. It is postmarked DUALA b 8.2.16 and is signed in the
lower left corner by A. Matheson, Captain, Director, Duala Posts & Telegraphs.
The backstamps show that it was handled as registered mail.
Both covers were not available to Maddocks, when he wrote his excellent book. Both covers
show no sender other than an Offlcial of the Department of Posts & Telegraphs.
This is why I believe that only mail from the Departrnent had registration available at the Duala
C.E.F. Post Office.
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