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The William H. Gross Collection
LOT 98°

This is the only $2.00 Trans-Mississippi plate number block of six—one other
plate block of 25 is known to survive—making it the rarest of all non-error
United States commemorative plate blocks
ESTIMATE $200,000-300,000

DESCRIPTION
$2.00 Trans-Mississippi (293), block of six from top of left pane with
“BUREAU, ENGRAVING & PRINTING” imprint and plate number 613,
original gum, previously hinged, astoundingly well-centered, deep
rich color

PROVENANCE
“Ambassador” collection, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/2/1966, Sale 300,
lot 337
Arthur J. Kobacker, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/25/1991, lot 536,
to Weills for Dr. Test
Dr. Charles E. Test, “Westport” collection, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale,
2/2/1994, lot 24, to William H. Gross

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (1994)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; very slightly oxidized color at left and right

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Great Rarity of Plate Blocks of Six or More

Imprint and plate number multiples of the Trans-Mississippi dollar-value stamps are very rare, even in the format
most often seen—a pair with the imprint on one selvage tab
and the number on the other. Collectors at the start of the
20th century preferred pairs showing the imprint and plate
number. A few wanted blocks of four, but the symmetry of a
block of six with the imprint in the center selvage tab was
not appreciated until much later. By then, most panes and
imprint multiples had been reduced to pairs and a small
number of blocks of four. For this reason, any collector trying
to assemble a set of 1898 Trans-Mississippi commemoratives
in symmetrical plate blocks of six faces an enormous hurdle
presented by the $1 Cattle in Storm and $2 Eads Bridge.
The entire supply of the $2 was printed in one day. The
high denomination was too much for most collectors, and
sales were disappointing. Today, there are just two known
$2 multiples of six or more with sheet selvage showing the
imprint and number. One is a block of 25 from the lower
right corner, and the other is this top-margin plate block of
six from the top left of the sheet of 100. For the record, there
is a bottom right corner plate block of eight photographed
in a J. C. Morgenthau sale catalogue from 75 years ago (September 20-24, 1943, lot 426), but that is the last and only appearance of that block we are aware of, and it seems doubtful
that it remained intact—we mention it in the spirit of full disclosure.
The plate block of six offered in this sale was part of the
“Ambassador” collection—so named because the stamps
were kept in an Ambassador stamp album. The collection
was sold in a 1966 Siegel auction, and the block was bought
by the Weills. Several years later they sold it to Arthur J.
Kobacker, a Columbus, Ohio, entrepreneur whose collection
boasted not one, but two Inverted Jenny blocks. In the 1991
Kobacker sale, the Weills bought the plate block for Dr.
Charles E. Test, whose 20th century holding was sold in a
1994 Christie’s Robson Lowe auction under the name “Westport.” Mr. Gross was the buyer. ◼

Top:
Photograph of Eads bridge across the Mississippi River in St. Louis,
the subject of $2.00 engraved vignette
Bottom:
Ticket for the Republican National Convention of 1896, with
the design used for the $2.00 Trans-Mississippi vignette
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