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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Yellow (116), perfectly centered, bright shade and vivid color, used
with pair of 3¢ Red, F. Grill (94), well-centered, few nibbed perfs, tied
by three bold strikes of circle of wedges cancel and U.S. Postal Agency
in Shanghai “P.O.D. U.S. Con. Genl. Shanghai Sep. 12” (1871) circu-
lar datestamp on cover to Dublin, Ireland, magenta “San Francisco
Cal. Oct. 17 Paid” transit datestamp, Dublin receiving backstamp (No-
vember 7, 1871)—carried on the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. branch
line steamer New York, departing Shanghai on September 12, 1871,
and arriving in Yokohama days later; from Yokohama it was carried on
the PMSS America, departing September 23, and arriving in San Fran-
cisco on October 15; the cover was then sent overland by railroad and
reached New York for a steamer to England (ship information cannot
be reliably determined)

PROVENANCE

Edgar Kuphal (“A European’s Large Gold Collection of The 1869 
Pictorial Issue”), Siegel Auction Galleries, 12/13/1999, Sale 819, lot
2272, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Michael Laurence, United States Ten-Cent 1869 Covers: A Postal Historical 
Survey, fig. 22-10, p. 283

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The U.S. Post Office in China
Prior to the American War for Independence, trade be-

tween the American Colonies and China was channeled
through Great Britain. After Independence, U.S. merchants
started to deal directly with China, trading for valuable com-
modities such as silk, spice, tea and wood. With the increase
in trade came an increased need for communication between
company outposts in China and their offices and trading
partners back in the United States.
The local Chinese postal system was inefficient and unre-

liable. Due in part to isolationist attitudes and a lack of deep-
water-capable vessels, China could not be relied on to carry
mails. Most mail during the early period was carried pri-
vately aboard ships to and from China.
After the First Opium War and the signing of the Treaty

of Nanking in 1841, the British set up a system of post offices
in strategic port cities to facilitate their trade with China. It
was not long before other major powers, including France,
Japan and the United States, followed, gradually expanding
from Shanghai to other cities such as Amoy, Tientsin and
Nanking. Shanghai was a strategically important city, as it
was the northernmost deep-water port that could be kept
open all year, and served as a conduit for goods from north-
ern China.
Mail to and from the U.S. was sent through the U.S. Con-

sulate in Shanghai, and at first there was no dedicated postal
employee. The sorting and sending of the mails was handled
by consular employees, who frequently had to stop other du-
ties to handle the increasing volume of mail. As the volume
increased, a petition was made and eventually granted for
the Consulate to hire a separate paid clerk to sort the mails,
with a budget and authorization to hire additional workers
as needed.
This cover was sent from the U.S. Consulate post office

in Shanghai in 1871. The circular marking has an abbrevia-
tion for Post Office Department, U.S. Consular General. It
was applied when the letter was posted in Shanghai, and the
stamps were cancelled there before the mail was put on the
next steamer bound for Yokohama, the last stop in the Far
East before departing for San Francisco.
Michael Laurence, in his book on the 10¢ 1869, com-

mented about this cover: “I have earlier remarked on the
scarcity of the 10¢ 1869 plus 3¢ 1861-67 combination. Only
two covers are known.” ◼

LOT 91°

A colorful and extremely rare combination of the 10¢ 1869 Pictorial and 
3¢ 1868 Grilled stamps on a cover from the American Postal Agency in
Shanghai, China, which crossed the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, and the 
continental United States, to reach its destination in Ireland

ESTIMATE $10,000-15,000




