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DESCRIPTION

24¢ Green & Violet (120), rich colors, centered to upper right, used
with horizontal pair of 10¢ Yellow (116), well-centered, intense shade,
tied by circle of wedges cancels, mostly clear “New-York Apr. 5” (1870)
circular datestamp on bright white cover to Lima, Peru, sender’s nota-
tion “Photograph” at lower left, red “24” credit handstamp, large red
crayon “2”—carried on the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. steamer Alaska,
departing New York on April 5, 1870—blue Lima receiving backstamp

PROVENANCE

Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/29/1974, Sale 452, lot 567, to Grunin

Louis Grunin (cover collection sold privately, 1979-80)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 9/7/1984, Sale 637, lot 842, to Dr. LeBow

Dr. Robert LeBow, Siegel Auction Galleries, 9/26/1994, Sale 761, 
lot 762, to Mandel for Kuphal

Edgar Kuphal (“A European’s Large Gold Collection of The 1869 
Pictorial Issue”), Siegel Auction Galleries, 12/13/1999, Sale 819, lot
2323, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Michael Laurence, United States Ten-Cent 1869 Covers: A Postal Historical 
Survey, fig. 7-11, p. 89

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; tiny opening tear at bottom right corner

“R.H.W. Co.” backstamp (Weill)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

1869 Pictorial High Values on Covers to Peru
The Davis correspondence, also known as the famous

“Portchester Find” for the New York town where many of
the covers originated, provided a large number of high-value
1869 covers, all addressed to Lima, Peru. The story of their
discovery and sale was first told by Elliott Coulter in the 1982
Register and summarized by Michael Laurence in United
States Ten-Cent 1869 Covers: A Postal Historical Survey. The
large group of covers entered the market through more than
one channel and years apart. It is thought that they were
split between the two workmen who found them in a build-
ing under demolition.
The 1869 covers from the Davis correspondence include

several 24¢ and 10¢ combinations for the 34¢ rate. However,
after the rate reduction to 22¢ on February 16, 1870, only
44¢ double-rate covers required a 24¢ stamp. Two recorded
covers to Peru are franked with a 24¢ and pair of 10¢ 1869s,
one of which is part of the Charles A. Hirzel collection in the
Swiss Museum of Communications in Berne. Only the cover
offered in this sale remains in collectors’ hands.

LOT 88°

The only cover with this combination of 1869 Pictorial Issues in private hands—
an extraordinarily beautiful and rare cover from the famous Portchester find

ESTIMATE $20,000-30,000

Dr. Bob LeBow
(1940-2003)
biking in Tibet

The cover was purchased by Mr. Gross in the 1999 Siegel
sale of Edgar Kuphal’s award-winning 1869 Pictorial exhibit.
Kuphal had acquired the cover in another Siegel sale, in
which an impressive group of covers had been consigned by
Dr. Robert LeBow, before his tragic biking accident. An avid
cyclist, Dr. LeBow flipped over when the front wheel of his
bicycle locked, causing a spinal injury that left him paralyzed
from the neck down. He died several years later, leaving a
legacy of medical care for the poor and inspiring others to
push for healthcare reform. Dr. LeBow was also one of the
Siegel firm’s “oldest” clients, attending sales when he was still
in school in the 1950s. Offering this cover gives us an oppor-
tunity to eulogize one of the great collectors and, more im-
portant, a great humanitarian. ◼




