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DESCRIPTION

15¢ Brown & Blue, Type I (118), horizontal block of six, original gum,
each stamp superbly centered, bright colors and fresh paper

PROVENANCE

Henry J. Duveen (listed in Phillips’s November 1922 book; sold pri-
vately to Hind through Phillips)

Arthur Hind, Phillips-Kennett sale, 11/20-24/1933, lot 386, to Colson
for Caspary

Alfred H. Caspary, H. R. Harmer sale, 11/19-21/1956, lot 388, to Weills
for Phillips—featured as “A magnificent block and a great showpiece.
One of the most outstanding 1869 items known”

Benjamin D. Phillips (collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Stephen D. Bechtel, Sr. (collection sold privately in 1993; block sold
privately to Zoellner)

Robert Zoellner, Siegel Auction Galleries, 10/8-10/1998, Sale 804, 
lot 288, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, 
Vol. II, p. 174

Jonathan W. Rose, United States Postage Stamps of 1869, p. 108

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; top left stamp has a few tiny thin specks in grill (one
has pinpoint break)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

A Superb Block from the First Bicolored Issue
The 1869 Pictorial Issue was a transformative set of

stamps created during a period of historic transition. The
Civil War had ended four years earlier. Congress was con-
trolled by the Radical Republicans, who, after their failed at-
tempt to impeach President Andrew Johnson, had helped
elect President Ulysses S. Grant, a sympathetic Republican.
The 1869 Pictorial stamps, with their novel shapes and im-
agery, were created by President Johnson’s postmaster gen-
eral, Alexander Randall, and inherited by Grant’s new
postmaster general, John A. J. Creswell. In the midst of Re-
construction’s political controversies, the 1869s were
spurned by the public and quickly replaced with the 1870
Issue, bearing traditional portraits of statesmen, war heroes
and Founding Fathers.
The 15¢ stamp’s blue vignette is a miniature engraving

by Smillie, based on Balch’s engraving from an 1839 oil
painting entitled Landing of Columbus by John Vanderlyn. A
similar engraving by Charles Burt appears on the back of
the 1863 First Charter $5 note, and another version was en-
graved by Alfred Jones and Charles Skinner for the 1893 2¢
Columbian Issue. Once it was decided to issue bicolored
stamps, separate dies were created for the 15¢ vignette and
frame. There were two 15¢ frame dies. The first did not have
any shading lines or diamond-shaped ornament in the “pic-
ture frame” where the vignette was to be printed. This die
was used to make the first frame plate, which produced 
Type I stamps (Scott 118). This plate was modified by adding
shading lines to each of the 100 subjects. A second frame die
was then made with the diamond ornament and shading
lines in the picture area. Every position on the Type II plate
(made from the second die) exactly reproduces these lines.
Stamps printed from this plate are Type II (Scott 119).
The 15¢ Type I is rarer than the Type II, especially in

multiples. One larger block (of nine) exists, but it is far off
center. There are three recorded unused blocks of four, in-
cluding one at Brown University, but these, too, are off cen-
ter. The block of six offered here is unquestionably the finest
multiple, unused or used.

The block has been a featured
item in a string of important collec-
tions—Duveen, Hind, Caspary and
Phillips—and among those philatelic
luminaries was Stephen D. Bechtel,
president of the Bechtel Corporation
from 1933 to 1960. After both Bech-
tel and his surviving spouse passed
away, the collection was sold privately,
and the block was purchased pri-
vately by Robert Zoellner. Mr. Gross
acquired the block in the 1998 Siegel
sale of the Zoellner collection. ◼

LOT 87°

The finest known block of the 15¢ Type I 1869 Pictorial Issue—acclaimed in 
the 1956 Caspary sale to be “one of the most outstanding 1869 items known”

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000

Stephen D. Bechtel
(1900-1989)15¢ 1869 vignette is based on an oil painting Landing of Columbus by Vanderlyn 




