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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Yellow (116), intense shade, perfs in at top, tied by circle of wedges
cancel, used in combination with France 1867-68 20c Blue and 40c
Orange, Napoleon III (33, 35a), both French stamps tied by a single
strike of Anchor in Diamond of Dots cancel, 20c also tied by red “Etats-
Unis Paq. Fr. H. No. 1 5 Fevr. 70” (February 5, 1870) French Ligne H
octagonal datestamp and matching framed “P.P.” (Paid to Port) hand-
stamp—the French stamps and markings were applied on the ship in
New York harbor—on blue folded cover to Bordeaux, France, red
“New York Feb. 5” circular datestamp, “H. Astie & Co. New-York Feb.
4, 1870” blue oval datestamp applied by sender—this was carried on
the Compagnie Générale Transatlantique line’s Péreire, which departed
New York on February 5, 1870 (the date of the New York and Ligne H
postmarks) and arrived at Brest on February 16 and Le Havre the
next day—three backstamps including Paris and Paris-to-Bordeaux
railway (both February 17) and Bordeaux (February 18), back panel
docketed with February 4 correspondence date

PROVENANCE

Dr. Joseph Schatzkés

Edgar Kuphal (“A European’s Large Gold Collection of The 1869 
Pictorial Issue”), Siegel Auction Galleries, 12/13/1999, Sale 819, lot
2251, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Michael Laurence, United States Ten-Cent 1869 Covers: A Postal Historical 
Survey, fig. 14-5, p. 170

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; trivial small sealed tear in cover at right, file fold at bottom
clear of stamps

Roger Calves handstamp at lower right

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

United States and French Stamps on One Cover
This cover with its colorful array of stamps demonstrates

the difficulty the public experienced after the postal treaty
between the United States and France expired in 1870,
when there was no practical way to pay the full postage on
letters from one country to the other. While many covers to
France are known with the 1869 Pictorial Issue, only two
have 1869s and French stamps paying the separate postage
rates of 10¢ and 60 centimes. The combination of the three
stamps on this cover is unique.
The expiration of the 1857 U.S.-French postal treaty on

January 1, 1870, left both countries without a new agree-
ment to govern the exchange of mails and division of
postage. The U.S. announced that letters sent direct to and
from France would be charged 10¢, the rate applied to any
country with which the U.S. had no postal treaty. Letters
could also be sent by British Open Mail via England at the
4¢ rate. The Phantom Rate, announced only for Algeria, but
also applicable to France, provided a means of prepaying
postage to France via England. However, the publicized op-
tions did not allow someone to prepay postage with his own
country’s stamps, and covers from this post-treaty period
typically show due markings of the receiving country. 
In this instance, the blanket U.S. rate to France was pre-

paid with a 10¢ 1869 stamp. The cover was postmarked at
the New York post office and delivered to an agent on board
the Compagnie Générale Transatlantique Ligne H steamer
No. 1, the Péreire, anchored in New York harbor. The sender
affixed two French stamps totaling 60 centimes to prepay the
internal postage. The CGT mail agent cancelled the stamps
with the widely-used Anchor marking and marked the cover
with the French Ligne H No. 1 datestamp. The French
stamps ensured that the letter would be treated as prepaid
and delivered to the addressee without postage due. The ab-
sence of any French due markings confirms this treatment.
The rarest and most desirable mixed-franking covers

have stamps of two or more countries applied conjunctively
to pay the rate or rates necessary to carry the letter from the
sender to the addressee. This cover was one of the finest
mixed-franking covers in the vast collection of French mar-
itime mail formed by Dr. Joseph Schatzkés (1898-1984), one
of the world’s premier experts on the subject. After the sale
of his collection, the cover was acquired by Edgar Kuphal, a
major collector and exhibitor who lived in Berlin, Germany.
In the 1999 Siegel sale of Kuphal’s award-winning 1869 ex-
hibit collection, the cover was purchased by Mr. Gross. ◼

LOT 86°

The only recorded intact cover with the 10¢ 1869 Pictorial and French
stamps used together in a mixed franking during the post-treaty period—
one of the most outstanding 1869 Pictorial Issue covers extant

ESTIMATE $50,000-75,000

The U.S. and French stamps were cancelled on board the CGT Péreire




