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HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Most Outstanding Pair of Classic U.S. Plate Blocks
Plate number strips and blocks have been popular with

collectors for many years, but the presence of an imprint or
plate number on a stamp or multiple issued prior to 1888 is
unusual. The simple reason is that classic issues rarely sur-
vived in sheets or multiples with intact imprints.
The two plate blocks offered here are the only recorded

full plate number blocks of the 15¢ Lincoln and 24¢ Wash-
ington designs issued in 1861 (24¢), 1866 (15¢) and with
grills in 1868. There are no full plate blocks (eight stamps)
for any other value above the 3¢ issued from 1861 through
1868. Therefore, from a design perspective, each of the plate
blocks offered here is a unique representation of the issue.
The 15¢ plate block is listed in the 1946 Ward sale of the

Col. Oliver S. Picher collection as ex Henry C. Gibson, Sr.,
but it must have been bought and sold privately, since we are
unable to locate an earlier sale containing the block. In the
Picher sale, it was probably bought by Ward, who owned it
at the time of his death. One year after the Weills bought his
philatelic estate in 1963, they sold the block to their most im-
portant and closely-guarded client, Benjamin D. Phillips.
The Weills bought the Phillips collection in 1968 for $4.07
million, and the block stayed in their domain until the 1975
Rarities of the World sale, where it was bought by Chapin.

John C. “Jack” Chapin served
with the U.S. Marine Corps as a sec-
ond lieutenant rifle platoon leader
in the South Pacific, receiving two
Purple Hearts for his valor. Long in-
terested in military history—World
War II in particular— Chapin was
the author of Uncommon Men: The
Sergeants Major of the Marine Corps
and numerous monographs for the
Marine Corps Historical Center.
Chapin was also a collector of classic
plate number multiples. In 1982 he

published a census of all classic plate number blocks known
to him, and in 1984 he updated the census with an article in
the Collectors Club Philatelist.
Once Chapin acquired the unique 15¢ plate block, he was

on the prowl for the 24¢. The only thing close to the 24¢
plate block of eight is a 24¢ 1861 vertical block of six with
part of the imprint and “No. 6” plate number. The plate
block of eight had first appeared in the 1917 sale of the
George H. Worthington U.S. collection, following Lichten-
stein’s purchase of the entire collection for $445,000 in the
same year. After the Worthington sale the block was acquired
by Wharton Sinkler, who showed it at the Collectors Club of
New York in 1929 and again in 1935. In 1940 there were
two sales of Sinkler’s collection held by Eugene Klein, prob-
ably under Ward’s control, but the plate block did not ap-
pear in either sale (there was only a block of four). The next
auction appearance of the 24¢ was in the sale of Amos Eno’s
plate block collection through Harmer, Rooke in 1954,
where it was purchased by the Weills on behalf of Phillips,
apparently the first collector of record to own both. The 15¢
and 24¢ plate blocks parted company for a number of years
until Chapin bought the 24¢ in the 1983 Rarities sale and
reunited it with the 15¢ he had in his collection. In 2002 the
Chapin collection was acquired intact by the Shreves in a
sealed bidding process organized by Andrew Levitt, and
then the collection was sold to Mr. Gross. ◼

John C. Chapin
(1920-2008)

DESCRIPTION
15¢ Black, F. Grill (98), Positions 84-87/94-97L41, block of eight from
the left pane with “ENGRAVED BY THE NATIONAL BANK NOTE COM-
PANY CITY OF NEW YORK.” imprint and “NO. 41 Plate.” in wide bot-
tom selvage, lightly hinged original gum, tiny hinge slivers along
perimeter to protect the integrity of the perforations, deep shade,
fresh and exceptionally well centered for a 15¢ Lincoln multiple

PROVENANCE
Henry C. Gibson, Sr. (bought and sold privately)
Col. Oliver S. Picher, Philip H. Ward, Jr., sale, 10/23/1946, lot 425
Philip H. Ward, Jr. (estate sold to Weills, 1963)
Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964)
Siegel Auction Galleries, 1975 Rarities of the World, 3/25/1975, 
Sale 468, lot 90, to Chapin
John C. Chapin (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2002)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CONDITION NOTES
Very Fine; a few negligible small stain spots; slight crease in selvage

LOT 84°

The unique 15¢ Lincoln plate block

ESTIMATE $100,000-150,000

DESCRIPTION
24¢ Gray Lilac, F. Grill (99), Positions 84-87/94-97R6, block of eight
from the right pane with “ENGRAVED BY THE NATIONAL BANK NOTE
COMPANY CITY OF NEW YORK.” imprint and “NO. 6 Plate.” in bot-
tom selvage, lightly hinged original gum with tiny hinge slivers along
perimeter to protect the integrity of the perforations, a few separations
in selvage, crisp shade

PROVENANCE
George H. Worthington, J. C. Morgenthau sale, 8/21-23/1917, lot 391
Wharton Sinkler (not in sales; Mekeel’s 1/4/1926 and 3/25/1935)
Amos Eno, Harmer, Rooke sale, 5/18/1954, lot 33, to Weills for Phillips
Benjamin D. Phillips (collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)
Siegel Auction Galleries, 1983 Rarities of the World, 4/23/1983, 
Sale 618, lot 119, to Chapin
John C. Chapin (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2002)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
John C. Chapin, A Census of United States Classic Plate Blocks 1851-1882,
1984 Supplement, Collectors Club Philatelist, May-June 1984, fig. 2

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CONDITION NOTES
Very Fine; ink spot and inclusion in top right stamp, minor separations

LOT 85°

The unique 24¢ Washington plate block

ESTIMATE $100,000-150,000




