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DESCRIPTION

Providence, Rhode Island, 5¢ Gray Black (10X1), Position 9, mostly
large margins to full at sides, cancelled by manuscript check mark, red
“Providence R.I. Sep. 16” circular datestamp, matching “PAID” and “5”
handstamps on folded letter datelined “Providence 16 Sept./46” to Dr.
Chauncey Booth, McLean Asylum in East Cambridge, Massachusetts

PROVENANCE

Marc Haas, Siegel Auction Galleries, 4/22/1980, Sale 561, lot 22

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 21018
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Slater census no. 8

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1992)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine stamp with small scissors-cut in bottom right margin clear of
design and not noted on certificate; vertical file fold in letter clear of
stamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Providence Postmaster’s Provisional Issue
On August 24, 1846, the Providence, Rhode Island, post-

master, Welcome B. Sayles, published a handbill announcing
the availability of the new stamps. On the same day, Monday,
August 24, this announcement was published in the Provi-
dence Daily Journal, and the stamps were placed on sale at the
post office. Sales were discontinued when the first General
Issue stamps (Scott 1 and 2) were received on July 31, 1847.
The cashier, F. C. Gardiner, reported that the demand for
the provisional stamps tapered off significantly after the first
day, and sales were generally weak during the year the pro-
visional stamps were available.
The folded letter offered here displays the key elements

of the Providence provisional when properly used. The
stamp is cancelled by the distinctive manuscript check mark,
which rarely ties the stamp (in this case, it does not). The
“Paid” and “5” (cent) rate markings were applied to inform
the receiving post office that postage had been fully prepaid,
a longtime practice of the stampless era. The Providence cir-
cular datestamp is dated September 16, just weeks after the
provisional stamps were released. ◼

LOT 8°

A choice Providence 5¢ provisional stamp used on an attractive folded letter

ESTIMATE $4,000-5,000




