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DESCRIPTION

Baseball, Bats and Bases, full sharp strike with mostly clear strike of
“Waterbury Con. Sep. 9 ‘67” double-circle datestamp, cancel ties 3¢
Rose (65) on buff cover to Joseph A. Rogers in New York City

PROVENANCE

Mattatuck Historical Society, The Collectors Shop (Keffer), 11/12/1959,
lot 32, to Matthies

Katharine Matthies, Siegel Auction Galleries, 1/11/1977, Sale 503, 
lot 330, to Houser

Henry Houser, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 12/13/1990, lot 80, 
to Mitchell

Milton Mitchell, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/13/2003, Sale 859, lot 133,
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Paul C. Rohloff, The Waterbury Cancellations, 1865-1890, p. 178, no. O-2

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1990)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine strike and cover; slight reduced at left

LOT 75°

Baseball, Bats and Bases of Waterbury, Connecticut—carved by
Postmaster Hill after Waterbury’s team played a winning game

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Waterbury’s Victory in 1867
Postmaster John W. Hill was interviewed before he died

in 1921 and explained some of the inspirational events 
behind his fancy cancellations. The Baseball cancel was
carved in the summer of 1867, after Waterbury’s Excelsiors
won a home game against the Naugatuck Valley Nine, 43 to
29. In his comprehensive census, William T. Crowe records
six covers, used between September 2 and 10, 1867.
According to The Baseball Archive website: “the exact ori-

gins of baseball are unknown. Most historians agree that it
is based on the English game of rounders. It began to be-
come quite popular in this country in the early 19th century,
and many sources report the growing popularity of a game
called ‘townball,’ ‘base,’ or ‘baseball.’ Throughout the early
part of that century, small towns formed teams, and baseball
clubs were formed in larger cities. In 1845, Alexander
Cartwright wanted to formalize a list of rules by which all
teams could play. Much of that original code is still in place
today. Although popular legend says that the game was in-
vented by Abner Doubleday, baseball’s true father was
Cartwright. The first recorded baseball contest took place a
year later, in 1846. Cartwright’s Knickerbockers lost to the
New York Baseball Club in a game at the Elysian Fields in
Hoboken, New Jersey. These amateur games became more
frequent and more popular. In 1857, a convention of ama-
teur teams was called to discuss rules and other issues.
Twenty five teams from the northeast sent delegates. The fol-
lowing year, they formed the National Association of Base
Ball Players, the first organized baseball league. In its first
year of operation, the league supported itself by occasionally
charging fans for admission. The future looked very bright.
“The early 1860s, however, were a time of great turmoil

in the United States. In those years of the Civil War, the
number of baseball clubs dropped dramatically, but interest
in baseball was carried to other parts of the country by
Union soldiers, and when the war ended there were more
people playing baseball than ever before. ” ◼




