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DESCRIPTION

Circus Elephant, a sharp and dark strike showing the ear and eye with
perfect clarity, “Waterbury Con. Apr. 18 ‘66” double-circle datestamp,
the Elephant ties 2¢ Black (73) on buff cover to Charles Perkins, a
local Waterbury resident

PROVENANCE

Mattatuck Historical Society, The Collectors Shop (Keffer), 11/12/1959,
lot 51, to Matthies

Katharine Matthies, Siegel Auction Galleries, 1/11/1977, Sale 503, lot 338

Mary Ann Owens (sold privately to William H. Gross)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Paul C. Rohloff, The Waterbury Cancellations, 1865-1890, no. A-2

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1977 and 1999)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine strike; cover slightly reduced at right

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Big Top in Connecticut
John W. Hill, the whittling postmaster of Waterbury, was

often inspired by local events when he created his hand-
carved fancy cancellations. In April 1866, Bailey & Co.’s
Menagerie and Circus displayed animals in nearby Hartford,
including the only “gigantic living Hipopotamus [sic]” in
America and the celebrated “comical performing Elephant”
on display from Sands, Nathan & Co. A newspaper notice
for this event is shown below, along with an earlier adver-
tisement picturing elephants performing in Nathan’s circus.

LOT 71°

Circus Elephant of Waterbury, Connecticut—one of the rarest and most
fascinating of Postmaster John W. Hill’s creations and the only strike known
on a 2¢ “Black Jack”

ESTIMATE $30,000-40,000

Newspaper notice for Bailey & Co.’s circus in Hartford, from the
Hartford Daily Courant,April 24, 1866

1858 advertisement for
Sands, Nathan & Co.’s 
performing elephants

The Waterbury Elephant was actually struck from two
different carvings, listed as A-2 and A-3 in Rohloff ’s book.
This version (A-2) has a more complete ear and straight
back. In the other (A-3), the back is more curved, and the
trunk is turned up at the end. They are known on covers
dated within days of each other (April 18 and 20, 1866). A
third version is listed in Rohloff as A-1, based on a strike
on piece, but that piece needs to be further evaluated.
Waterbury covers with 2¢ Black Jack stamps are very

rare, and this strike of the Elephant on a Black Jack is the
only one recorded. It was part of the Mattatuck Historical
Society collection formed by John P. Elton and sold in 1959
by Harry Keffer. It then became part of the famed
Katharine Matthies Waterbury collection, sold by Siegel in
1977, and from this great female philatelist it passed to an-
other, Mary Ann Owens, whose elephant thematic collection
was sold through Nutmeg Stamp Sales in October 2000. 
Mr. Gross acquired the cover shortly after that auction. ◼




