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DESCRIPTION

30¢ Orange (71), vivid early color, beautifully centered with interpane
margin at left, tied by bold strike of blue grid cancel and matching
“Louisville Ky. Aug. 22” (1861) double-circle datestamp on blue folded
letter to Paris, France, letter datelined “New Orleans La. 7 Aug. 1861”
and addressed to “Monsieur G. d’Arnaud de Vitrolles”, perfect strike of
“Adams Ex. Co. * Louisville, Ky. * Aug. 21, 1861” circular datestamp,
red “New York Paid 24 Aug. 18”(date error) 24¢ credit datestamp
overstruck by red grid, same red credit datestamp re-applied with 
August 28 date—carried on the Cunarder Persia, which sailed on 
August 28, arriving in Queenstown on September 7—bold red boxed
“P.D.” handstamp and red Calais arrival datestamp (September 9), 
receiving backstamp, pencil “40” express rate (with code letters and
pencil “30”)

PROVENANCE

Robert A. Paliafito, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 6/12/1990, lot 2045

“Sevenoaks” collection, Siegel Auction Galleries, 11/15/2000, Sale 831,
lot 2300, to Hagendorf/Columbian for Schwartz

Barry K. Schwartz, Siegel Auction Galleries, 12/10/2009, Sale 981, lot
4124, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Scott R. Trepel, “United States Classic Covers” (special color feature 
for AMERIPEX 1986), Chronicle 130, May 1986

Steven Walske and Scott R. Trepel, Special Mail Routes of the American 
Civil War, p. 49

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (2001)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Carrying Mail Across the Lines in 1861
At first glance, this appears to be a rather ordinary letter

to France with the double treaty rate paid by a bright orange
30¢ 1861 stamp. But this cover has more than just its looks—
it has a story of how overlapping events sometimes create a
postal artifact of great rarity and importance.
The dateline inside tells us that the letter was written on

August 7, 1861, in New Orleans. By then, Louisiana was a
Confederate state. The steamers that carried mail to Europe
departed from Boston or New York, so the writer had to
send the letter north. That was a challenge, because the mail
routes had been shut down by federal authorities since late
May and early June. Express companies were the only ones
transporting mail across the lines, for a price.
This is where the story gets interesting. The letter was car-

ried by Adams Express to Louisville, arriving August 21. Five
days later, on August 26, in accordance with a presidential
order banning all commercial intercourse between the
North and South, federal postal authorities banned express
companies from carrying mail across the lines.
As the termination date approached, something else was

happening. All stamps in circulation were demonetized and
replaced by a new issue, to prevent the rebels from cashing
in on supplies of postage stamps. The exchange period in
Louisville began August 22 for three days; after August 24,
no stamps other than the new 1861s would be accepted. The
earliest recorded use of the 30¢ 1861 from any post office is
August 20; therefore, for a period certainly no greater than
seven days, beginning August 20, it was possible for a 30¢
1861 to be used on an express cover sent via Louisville. In
this case, the Adams Louisville office affixed the stamp in
that very brief period. It was pure philatelic serendipity.
When the letter reached New York, the clerk applied an

incorrectly dated credit marking, which he struck out with
the grid. The letter was bagged for the August 28 sailing of
the Cunarder Persia and postmarked with that date. The
U.S. credited Great Britain with 24¢ of the 30¢ postage,
which corresponds to the double 15¢ treaty rate and the
double 12¢ credit for a letter carried by a British packet.
A cover from the same correspondence, carried by Adams

Express but with different stamps, was postmarked in New
York on August 17 and carried on the Fulton to Havre. The
two covers were sold to Mr. Gross in the Siegel sale of the
Barry K. Schwartz collection (Sale 981, lots 4123 and 4124).
They tell a remarkable story of Civil War postal history. ◼

LOT 62°

A colorful and pristine folded letter to France, carried across the lines by 
Adams Express and stamped with the new 30¢ 1861 Issue—the use of this stamp
on a Civil War express cover was possible for only one week in August 1861

ESTIMATE $50,000-75,000




