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Lot 61

Ladies at the Great Central Fair writing
poems to be inserted in envelopes and
mailed at the fairgrounds post office



The William H. Gross Collection
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DESCRIPTION

3¢ Rose (65), tied by duplex target cancel and “Phila. Pa. Jun. 15,
1864” circular datestamp, used with Great Central Fair, Philadelphia,
10¢ Blue (WV11), cancelled by “Great Central Fair. June 15, 1864” 
circular datestamp—strongly impressed, leaving indentation through
interior of envelope, effectively tying stamp—two additional strikes on
red illustrated Great Central Fair cover, battlefield scene with fallen
soldier and return address imprint at side, to A. B. Hall, M.D., at 89
Salem Street in Boston, “P.O. Phila. A Jun. 15 4th” circular datestamp
on back

PROVENANCE

George Walcott, Robert Laurence sale 1/14/1935, lot 3090

Possibly Robert S. Emerson

Elliott Perry (collection sold privately to Kantors)

Alvin R. and Marjorie Kantor, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/5/1995, Sale
766A, lot 1263, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Alvin R. and Marjorie Kantor, Sanitary Fairs: A Philatelic and Historical 
Study of Civil War Benevolences, fig. 112, p. 127

ANPHILEX 1971 (Kantor)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine cover; cover slightly reduced at right and 3¢ has trimmed
perfs at right, ink spot matching address (thus contemporary)

Pencil “Walcott Sale 1935, 40.00, L3090” (appears to be Emerson’s
source code)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Civil War Benevolences
On June 13, 1861, President Lincoln signed a document

giving the Sanitary Commission semi-official status. Its pur-
pose was to support sick and wounded soldiers. However,
funds were not provided to carry on the work, so Sanitary
Commission fairs were organized as fundraisers and to enlist
volunteers. The Great Central Fair, held in Philadelphia
from June 7 to 28, 1864, was the largest and best-organized
of all the fairs. To raise funds, President Lincoln signed 48
copies of a special authorized edition of the Emancipation
Proclamation.
Eight of the Sanitary Fairs issued stamps, but those pro-

duced for the Philadelphia fair exceed all others in their
complexity and beauty. They were printed by Butler and
Carpenter of Philadelphia (Carpenter was a member of the
Post Office Committee of the fair). It depicts an eagle at cen-
ter, similar to the James A. Clark Match stamp (Scott RO62).
34 stars were added to the background, for each of the states
in the Union prior to the onset of the Civil War. These are
also the only perforated Sanitary Fair stamps.
Three denominations were printed—10¢, 20¢ and 30¢—

and the stamps were valid for use within the fair. Additional
postage stamps were required for delivery within or beyond
Philadelphia. The stamps were sold by young ladies at the
fair’s post office booth, who would write a poem or note to
the addressee—the length depended on the denomination.
There are four recorded covers with the Great Central

Fair stamps used in combination with regular postage:
1   10¢ (WV11), 3¢ Rose (65), on Great Central Fair illus-
trated cover to Boston, June 15, 1864, ex Walcott,
Perry, Kantor (Siegel Sale 766A, 5/5/1995, lot 1263),
the cover offered in this sale

2  10¢ (WV11), 3¢ Rose (65), on Metropolitan Fair illus-
trated cover to Boston, “New-York (Apr?) 7, 1864”, ex
Kantor (Siegel Sale 766A, 5/5/1995, lot 1262)

3   10¢ (WV11), 2¢ Black (73) pair, on magenta cover to
Boston, GCF June 17, 1864, and Phila. June 24, ex
Faust (Siegel Sale 1181, 4/23/2018, lot 1383)

4   30¢ (WV13) and 2¢ Black (73) pair, on cover to
Boston, GCF June 11, 1864, and Phila. June 24, ex
Faust (Siegel Sale 1181, 4/23/2018, lot 1384)

Several observations may be made about these covers, but
the most relevant is that there are only two combination cov-
ers with illustrated designs, and only one—the cover offered
in this sale—is a Great Central Fair design.
This cover was part of the famous Walcott collection of

Civil War Patriotics sold in 1935. When the Alvin R. and
Marjorie Kantor collection was sold by the Siegel firm in
1995, this cover was the front cover illustration, and it was
purchased by Mr. Gross. ◼

LOT 61°

This beautiful Civil War Sanitary Fair cover is one of four recorded with a
combination of Great Central Fair and regular postage stamps, and it is the
only one with the stamps used on a Great Central Fair illustrated envelope

ESTIMATE $30,000-40,000




