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DESCRIPTION

Millbury, Massachusetts, 5¢ Black on Bluish (7X1), large margins to
ample at bottom, sharp impression, tied by red “PAID” handstamp,
matching “Milbury Ms. Jan. 12” (1847) circular datestamp and “5”
sans-serif numeral in circle handstamp (the latest of four different 
numeral handstamps used on Millbury provisional covers) on light
brown envelope to “Mr. William E. Hoit, Care Loder & Co., 83 Cedar St.,
New York”

PROVENANCE

All sales private until 2012 Frelinghuysen auction

Frank J. Dutcher

Henry G. Lapham (and his son, Raymond)

Warren H. Colson

Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (bought privately from Colson), Siegel
Auction Galleries, 3/28/2012, Sale 1020, lot 15, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 20240
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

Siegel census no. 7X1-COV-19
https://siegelauctions.com/census/us/scott/7X1

New York International Philatelic Exhibition 1926 (Lapham)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (2011)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine—a superb stamp on fresh cover—opening tear in
backflap barely shows at top edge

Small “W.H.C.” handstamp at lower right (Warren H. Colson)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Millbury Postmaster
Colonel Asa Holman Waters II (1808-1887) was a wealthy

and well-educated resident of Millbury, Massachusetts, a mill
town near Worcester with a population of 3,000 in the 1850s.
Holman was graduated from Yale in 1829 and earned his
law degree from Harvard. His considerable family wealth
came from manufacturing guns, including the 1836 Army
Flintlock Pistol made by Waters and Johnson from 1836 to
1844. The mansion he built in 1832 still stands as a historical
site.

LOT 6°

This is one of the finest of the eight recorded covers with the distinctive 
Millbury postmaster’s provisional stamp—the cartoon-like woodcut portrait
of George Washington was undoubtedly inspired by the engraved provisional
stamp issued earlier by the New York City postmaster

ESTIMATE $300,000-400,000

Asa H. Waters II (1808-87)
Millbury Postmaster

1836-1848

continued on next page

Waters and Johnson 1836 Army Flintlock pistol

Waters received his postmaster’s appointment from 
President Andrew Jackson on January 18, 1836, and he
served as nominal postmaster through the administrations
of Jackson, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler and Polk. Most of
the functions of postmaster were performed by Waters’
deputy, Henry Waterman, a local jeweler, who was directly
responsible for issuing the adhesive provisional stamp in
1846. Waterman succeeded Colonel Waters as postmaster on
November 10, 1848.



The December 16 Davis cover was sold or exchanged by the
American Antiquarian Society in 1895, and it entered the collection
of a British collector, Sir William B. Avery, who was active in the
1890s and a contemporary of Thomas K. Tapling. The August 21
Davis cover remained in the Society’s collection until shortly after
the 1989 Weill Brothers’ Stock sale. John R. Boker, Jr., acting as
agent for Erivan Haub, was outbid for the December 16 Davis cover
in the Weill sale. Within the next year or two, Boker approached
the Society about deaccessioning the August 21 cover, and they ac-
cepted his offer on behalf of Haub.

Sale History of the Millbury Cover to William E. Hoit
The cover offered here was another early discovery. It is reported

that the niece of the addressee, William E. Hoit, found the cover in
papers at the family home in Worcester. We have been unable to ob-
tain more information about this member of the Hoit family (also
spelled Hoyt). The cover is addressed to William Hoit in care of
Loder & Company at 83 Cedar Street. The Loder firm produced
merchant tokens during the 1850s and advertised itself as “Im-
porters and Jobbers of Fancy and Staple Dry Goods.”

Hoit’s niece sold the cover to the New England Stamp Company,
who in turn sold it to Frank J. Dutcher, a wealthy member of the
Hopedale Community in Massachusetts. Dutcher was the first pres-
ident of the Draper Corporation, which later became a division of
the Rockwell Corporation. The Draper loom, patented in 1895, was
cutting-edge technology in textile weaving until after World War II.
Little has been written about Dutcher’s stamp-collecting activity, but
he was a collector of substantial means in the 1890s and a member
of the Collectors Club of New York.
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The Millbury Stamp
The distinctive Millbury provisional stamp is one of two post-

masters’ 1845-47 issues with portraits, both of which depict George
Washington. The other is the New York City stamp, which was 
issued first and probably provided the inspiration for the Millbury
design. The Millbury was printed by typography from a single
woodcut die. The cartoon-like engraving is a three-quarter portrait
of Washington, with the words “POST OFFICE” above and value 
expressed below as “PAID 5 Cts.”—the post office name is entirely
absent. All known examples are printed in black on a bluish white
paper. The town postmark used on mail spells the name “Milbury”
with one L, but the official spelling is with two L’s.

Nineteen examples of the Millbury provisional are recorded in
the Siegel census (and USPCS census), including one with original
gum, seven cancelled off cover (all have faults), three cancelled on
pieces (one sound, the others with faults) and eight on covers (six
sound, two with faults).

Discovery of the First Millbury Provisional Stamps
The first examples of the Millbury provisional were found on two

letters contained in bound volumes of correspondence donated in
1884 to the American Antiquarian Society in Worcester, Massachu-
setts (www.americanantiquarian.org/Findingaids/isaac_davis.pdf).
Both letters are addressed to Isaac Davis—one dated August 21,
1846, and the other December 16, 1846. The discovery of the two
Millbury provisional stamps in 1884 inspired Hiram Deats to write
a letter of inquiry to retired postmaster Asa H. Waters, who replied
on January 24, 1885, crediting his deputy, Henry Waterman, with
issuing the stamp. Waters’s reply is quoted in the Luff book.

The first Millburys discovered were found on two letters addressed to 
Isaac Davis, donated to the American Antiquarian Society in 1884

Frank J. Dutcher
(1850-1930)

Loder & Co. merchant’s token

Lot 6 continued

The Millbury provisional at left and the New York provisional at right
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The New England Stamp Company pictured this Millbury cover
on a holiday greeting card with the inscription “Compliments of the
Season 1906-1907.” There is no other information about its owner-
ship history between the time it was owned by Frank J. Dutcher and
its display by Henry G. Lapham at the Collectors Club of New York
on April 4, 1928. Lapham owned both this cover and the original-
gum example from the Ferrary collection. The cover was one of the

Henry G. Lapham (1875-1939) Sen. Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen (1916-2011)

items acquired by Senator Peter H. B. Frelinghuysen when the
Lapham collection was dispersed privately by Warren H. Colson
after Henry Lapham’s death in 1939.
The Millbury cover reappeared in the market when the Siegel

firm offered the Frelinghuysen collection in 2012. It was acquired
by Mr. Gross in that auction for $400,000 plus the 15% buyer’s pre-
mium, establishing a new record for the Millbury. ◼

New England Stamp Company’s 1906 season’s greeting card featuring the Millbury cover to William Hoit




