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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Dark Green, Type I (58/62B), Positions 84-85/94-95R4, block of
four from the bottom of the right pane of Plate 4 with “ENGRAVED BY
THE NATIONAL BANK” part imprint and plate “NO. 4” in selvage at
bottom, the lower left stamp—Position 94R4—shows traces of a previ-
ous entry from the 90¢ 1861 transfer roll, original gum, deep rich
color in the characteristic dark “August” shade

PROVENANCE

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought privately, estate sold to Weills, 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964; col-
lection sold privately to the Weills, 1968)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1969 Rarities of the World, 3/25/1969, 
Sale 350, lot 64

Stephen D. Bechtel, Sr. (probably bought in 1969 Rarities of the World
sale; collection sold privately in 1993)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1993 Rarities of the World, 11/20/1993, 
Sale 755, lot 105, to Levitt for Chapin

John C. Chapin (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2002)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century,
Vol. II, p. 42

CONDITION NOTES

Fine centering; some gum disturbance from hinge removal, short perfs
and lightly creased along right side, slight thinning which does not af-
fect Position 94R4, small hole in selvage clear of imprint

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

A Unique Plate Block and Remarkable Plate Variety
This is the only recorded plate number multiple of the

10¢ Type I, the “First Design” printed from a plate that was
quickly replaced in 1861. This plate block was the key to un-
locking the mystery of the Erased 90¢ Entry variety.
This unusual variety on the 10¢ 1861 was first reported

by a stamp dealer, A. Krassa, in the July 1922 Collectors Club
Philatelist. The article described a single example of the 10¢
Type I (First Design) that showed traces of a previous entry
on the plate. The entry was identified as the 90¢ 1861, with
the triangular shaped ornament showing clearly at bottom.
At the time, no one knew where this variety was posi-

tioned on the plate. It occurred when the printers erased a
previous entry on the steel plate, in order to make a new
entry from the transfer roll. Normally, an erased entry is the
same design made from the same transfer roll, and the era-
sure and re-entry are done to correct a misaligned entry. In
this case, the previous erased entry was an entirely different
design, the 90¢, made from another transfer roll.
Sometime after Krassa reported the single stamp, the 10¢

block with the part imprint and plate “No. 4” selvage was ac-
quired by Philip H. Ward, Jr. When Ward examined the
block carefully, he discovered that the lower left stamp
showed the same traces of the erased 90¢ entry found on the
single example reported by Krassa. Thus, the mystery of the
Erased 90¢ Entry position was solved—it is 94R4.
Ward kept the block in his collection until he died in

1963. The Weills purchased the entire Ward stock in 1963
and one year later sold the 10¢ Plate 4 block to their most
important and closely-guarded client, Benjamin D. Phillips,
for $752. The Weills purchased the Phillips collection in
1968 for $4.07 million and consigned the block to the 1969
Rarities of the World sale.
The next owner, who probably bought it in the Rarities

sale, was Stephen D. Bechtel, president of the Bechtel Cor-
poration from 1933 to 1960. After Bechtel’s death the col-
lection was held until Mrs. Bechtel passed away. In 1993 the
stamp collection was sold privately, and the 10¢ Plate 4 block
was offered in the 1993 Rarities of the World sale. It was
bought by Andrew Levitt as agent for John C. “Jack” Chapin,
a World War II Marine veteran and historian, and a dedi-
cated collector of classic plate number multiples (additional
biographical information on page 189).
In 2002 the Chapin collection was acquired intact by the

Shreves in a sealed bidding process organized by Andrew
Levitt, and then the collection was sold to Mr. Gross. ◼

LOT 55°

This is the unique plate number block of the 10¢ 1861 Type I “First Design”—
the lower left stamp is the Erased 90¢ Entry variety, which is also unique as an
unused example and one of only two or three extant

ESTIMATE $40,000-50,000

The digital image at right shows the lower left stamp, 94R4, with the 90¢
1861 superimposed in the exact position of the erased entry—traces of
the entry appear on the 10¢ where indicated with red arrows




