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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Green (68), beautiful rich color, used with Wells, Fargo & Co., Vir-
ginia City Pony Express, 25¢ Blue (143L8), three singles, each with
clear to full margins, all stamps tied by four strikes of “Wells, Fargo &
Co. Virginia City, N.T. Feb. 15” (1863-64) blue oval datestamp on 3¢
Pink on Buff entire (U35) with Wells, Fargo & Co. printed frank, used
as a paste-up, therefore unaddressed and with adherences on back,
this was undoubtedly carried to San Francisco

PROVENANCE

Probably from the Rudolf Wunderlich 1861 collection (sold privately
by Harvey R. Warm)

Ryohei Ishikawa, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 414,
to Craveri (later sold privately to William H. Gross)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1993)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; 10¢ two short perfs, left 25¢ faintly creased from fold (not
noted on certificate), cover slightly wrinkled as usual for paste-up usage

Signed on back by Henry Chaloner (collector)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Pony Rides Again
The gold and silver strikes in Utah Territory between

1859 and 1863 brought a huge influx of miners and settlers
into the Carson and Washoe Valley region. At the beginning
of the Civil War, the federal government moved quickly to
ensure that the population of eastern California and western
Utah Territory—along with its mineral wealth—remained
loyal to the Union. Congress created Nevada Territory on
March 2, 1861, carving out a portion of Utah Territory that
included Carson City (the new capital of Nevada Territory),
Genoa, Virginia City, Gold Hill, and Aurora.
Wells, Fargo & Co. and other express companies had long

served this region. The transcontinental Pony Express of
1860-1861 passed through Carson City and Virginia City.
Therefore, when there was demand for a fast express service
between San Francisco and Washoe, it was relatively easy for
Wells Fargo to organize a horse-and-rider relay along their
existing routes. The “Pony Express to Washoe—Through in
24 Hours” was announced by Wells Fargo to start running
on Monday, August 11, 1862. The schedule provided for a
4 p.m. departure from San Francisco and arrival in Virginia
City by “the next evening.” Letters sent westbound from Vir-
ginia City would leave at 6 p.m. and arrive in San Francisco
the “next evening, by Sacramento Boat.”
From August 1862 through January 1863, the rate for the

Virginia City Pony Express was 10¢ per half ounce, which
was paid by the brown stamp. Sometime shortly after Janu-
ary 1863, the rate was increased to 25¢, and a new stamp
was issued in blue. The 25¢ rate continued through to the
end of the express service, but the stamp color was changed
to red around March 1864.
Multiple-rate Virginia City Pony Express covers are rare.

Typically, they are large envelopes that held documents
weighing a few ounces. The cover offered in this sale is the
exception to the rule. It was stamped with the necessary
postage and express fee, and affixed to a larger envelope
bearing the address (later removed). The three 25¢ Horse
& Rider stamps indicate the 75¢ rate for a letter weighing
between one and one-and-a-half ounces. The 10¢ stamp
would have covered the triple 3¢ postage (1¢ overpaid), but
the franked entire was required, so the 3¢ embossed stamp
was wasted.
This cover was not shown in the 1981 Ishikawa book. It

was one of the “upgrades” to Ishikawa’s exhibit made in
1986 and 1987 for AMERIPEX and CAPEX with help from
Harvey Warm. Since Warm handled the private sale of
Rudolf Wunderlich’s 1861 collection, it is likely that this
cover was part of that collection. ◼

LOT 54°

A spectacular triple-rate Virginia City Pony Express cover with three 25¢
Blue Horse & Rider stamps used with the 10¢ 1861 on a Wells, Fargo & Co.
3¢ franked entire—unlike the few other multiple-rate covers, this is a small
and attractive paste-up entire

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

Wells Fargo advertisement announcing the start of the “Pony
Express to Washoe,” dated August 8, 1862, states that service
will commence on Monday, August 11, from San Francisco.




