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DESCRIPTION

5¢ Brown, Type II (30A) and 10¢ Green, Type V (35), used with
Wells, Fargo & Co., $2.00 Red, Horse & Rider, First Issue (143L1),
Position 5, three full to large margins, just barely in along top frame-
line, all have bright and rich colors, all tied by blue “PONY EXPRESS/
SAN FRANCISCO/MAY 29” (1861) blue Running Pony oval handstamp
on yellow cover to Angus McFadyen in Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island; carried on the eastbound Pony Express trip that left San Fran-
cisco on Wednesday, May 29, 1861, and arrived in St. Joseph on Sun-
day, June 9; entered mails the next day with green “St. Joseph Mo.
Jun. 10” circular datestamp struck three times (twice tying stamps),
“St. John N.B. JU 14 1861” transit datestamp and “Prince Edward 
Island JU 17 1861” receiving datestamp struck on back

PROVENANCE

Provenance prior to Lichtenstein’s ownership is unknown

Alfred F. Lichtenstein, H. R. Harmer sale, 5/13/2004, lot 1511, 
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Frajola-Kramer-Walske census no. E42 (illustrated on p. 77)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine; 10¢ negligible toned spot and tiny perf flaws at top

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Prince Edward Pony Unveiled
The existence of a Pony Express cover to the British North

American province of Prince Edward Island was known to
collectors for many years, based on a cryptic entry in the
Nathan census. The story was told that the cover reposed in
the legendary Pony Express collection formed by Alfred F.
Lichtenstein during the first thirty years of the 20th century.
Apart from some sections sold off decades earlier, the collec-
tion had not been seen by anyone outside the family and a
small circle of insiders since Lichtenstein’s death in 1947—
the centenary year of the first United States stamps—which
cast a pall over the 1947 CIPEX exhibition.
Some said the collection was

sitting in a bank vault. Others
said it was held under lock and
key at Harmer’s, the designated
Dale-Lichtenstein auctioneers. A
few individuals broke pledges of
confidentiality by saying they
had been shown photocopies,
and the Prince Edward Pony
was there, along with covers to
Scotland and Germany, the First
Trip cover, and other great Pony
Express rarities.
Finally, in 2004, the Harmer

firm unveiled the collection and
the Prince Edward Pony. There,
resting in one of the great old-time postal history collections,
was the Pony Express cover to Prince Edward Island. Seeing
it for the first time in color, one was immediately impressed.
Not only is it unique, it is very beautiful. The yellow envelope
provides a perfect backdrop for the stamps, markings and,
equally important, the Prince Edward Island address. The
$2 Red Horse & Rider stamp is tied by a clear blue San Fran-
cisco Running Pony oval, and the 5¢ Brown and 10¢ Green
stamps are tied to the other corner by the same marking and
bright green St. Joseph circular datestamps. It is colorful,
pristine, and unlike any other Pony cover.
How or when the Prince Edward Pony came to be in

Lichtenstein’s possession is not known. It never appeared in
any auction or exhibition catalogue prior to 2004. We do
know Lichtenstein acquired the Worthington and Berthold
Western Express collections intact—it could have been in
one of those. Or maybe it was in the Goodfellow collection
of Prince Edward Island, which he also bought intact. The
question may never be answered.

LOT 53°

This “Prince Edward Pony” cover is unique in three important respects—it is 
the only Pony Express cover to Prince Edward Island, the only $2 Horse & Rider
stamp on a cover to a foreign destination, and the only combination of the
5¢ 1860 Issue with a Pony Express stamp—based on these facts, it is rightfully
acclaimed one of the most outstanding covers in United States postal history

ESTIMATE $300,000-400,000

Alfred F. Lichtenstein
(1876-1947)

continued on next page



6  E160, September 14, 1861, to Elmshoren (Holstein), Ger-
many, Civil War patriotic (Washington portrait) with 30¢ 1860
and $1.00 Red Pony stamp, ex Matthies, Paliafito, Ishikawa
(Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 355), currently
in Kramer collection
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Pony Express Covers Beyond the United States
The Pony Express operated between St. Joseph, Missouri, and

San Francisco, and points along the route. However, it was possible
to address a letter to another country and have it enter the mail
stream at the eastern terminus to get to its final destination. There
are six recorded Pony Express covers addressed beyond the borders
of the United States. They are listed below in chronological order,
starting with the Frajola-Kramer-Walske census number.

3   E87, May 29, 1861, to Prince Edward Island, with 5¢ & 10¢
1857 and $2.00 Red Pony stamp, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (H. R.
Harmer sale, 5/13/2004, lot 1511), the cover offered in this sale

Lot 53 continued

1   E38, November 7, 1860, to Glasgow, Scotland, with 10¢ 1857 
affixed over illustrated “Overland Mail”stagecoach design, no
Pony stamp, currently in Haub collection

2   E64, April 13, 1861, to Liverpool, England, stampless with red
S.F. Running Pony oval and datestamp, no Pony stamp, ex Dale-
Lichtenstein (H. R. Harmer sale, 5/13/2004, lot 1509), Walske

4   E126, July 27, 1861, to Metz, France, 3¢ Star Die entire with
Wells Fargo & Co. black frank and $1.00 Red Pony stamp, ex
Haas, “Edwards,” currently in Haub collection

5   E155, September 7, 1861, to Maggia (Ticino), Switzerland, 10¢
Nesbitt entire with Wells Fargo & Co. red frank, 3¢ and 10¢ 1857
(two each and $1.00 Red Pony stamp, ex Dale-Lichtenstein (H.
R. Harmer sale, 5/13/2004, lot 1517) and Twigg-Smith (Siegel
Auction Galleries, 12/5/2009, Sale 979, lot 34), currently in Haub
collection
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The $2 Horse & Rider Issue
Observing the six Pony covers to foreign destinations, the Prince

Edward Island cover stands out not only for the destination, but it
is the only one of the six with the $2 Red Horse & Rider stamp. The
other three covers with Horse & Rider stamps have the $1 Second
Issue, and two covers do not have any Pony Express stamps, because
they predate the period when Wells, Fargo & Co. acted as agents
and issued stamps to prepay the express charge.
The $2 Red and $4 Green First Issue stamps were distributed by

Wells, Fargo & Co. during the period from April 1 to June 30, 1861,
described by Frajola-Kramer-Walske as the Interim Phase, in which
the Pony Express was operated as a joint private enterprise by
COC&PP (controlled by Holladay) and the Overland Mail Company,
with Wells, Fargo & Co. acting as agents for the business.
Prior to this period (on March 12, 1861), the Overland Mail

Company won the passenger/mail contract for the Central Route
(St. Joseph or Atchison to Placerville) at $1,000,000 per year, effec-
tive July 1, 1861. On March 16
the company sub-contracted
with COC&PP to run the stage-
coach mail route between the
eastern terminus and Salt Lake
City, and to continue running
the Pony Express, which was
mandated in the government
contract until the transcontinen-
tal telegraph was completed. On
April 26, 1861, Bela Hughes,
Holladay’s cousin, replaced Rus-
sell as COC&PP president. Al-
though COC&PP continued to
operate the entire Pony Express
route during this period, Wells,
Fargo & Co. took on a promi-
nent role as agent and issued
stamps and envelopes.
When the Interim Phase started on April 1, 1861, the rate for a

Pony Express letter was substantially reduced to $2 per half ounce,
down from the $5 per half ounce or $2.50 per quarter ounce rates
in effect during the previous year. At the same time, Wells, Fargo &
Co. had special stamps and envelopes printed for use on Pony 
Express letters. The $2 rate was in effect for a brief period, from
April 1 to June 30, 1861.
The $2 and $4 were printed by Britton & Rey in sheets of 20 (five

wide by four high). Rather than build up the printing stone from
intermediate transfer groups or from a primary matrix containing
the denomination, the printers used a blank matrix to enter each
subject on the stone for each value. This required a total of 40 trans-

fers (20 for each value). The de-
nomination (shaded numerals “2”
and “4”) then had to be individu-
ally transferred to each subject on
both stones, thus requiring an-
other 40 separate transfers.
It seems incredible that expe-

rienced lithographers did not
simplify the process by using in-
termediate transfers. Based on
the fact that the $2 and $4 of the
July 1861 issue (in Green and
Black) were printed from the
same stones as the April 1861
issue, it is certain that the printers
had retained the two original

Ben Holladay’s cousin, Bela Hughes,
replaced William H. Russell as pres-
ident of COC&PP in April 1861

stones. Lithographic stones were usually re-used by erasing the
image and repolishing the surface, but in the case of the Pony Ex-
press stones, they were evidently preserved for future printings.
Before the government contract period commenced on July 1,

1861, the $2 Red and $4 Green stamps were withdrawn and re-
placed with the new $1 stamps for the Pony Express rate mandated
by Congress.
Angus McFadyen Receives a Pony Express Letter
The addressee, Angus McFadyen, received the cover and the 

letter it once contained on June 17, 1861, nineteen days after it was
carried from California by the first Pony rider in the relay. The last
Pony rider reached St. Joseph on Sunday evening, June 9, the day
before the postmark date. Once it entered the mails, it was sent east
by train.
The post office would have directed a letter addressed to Prince

Edward Island to Boston, so that it could be carried on a contract
mail steamer to St. John, New Brunswick. There are no Boston
markings, but the St. John datestamp on back was applied on 
Friday, June 14, 1861, which corresponds to the regular arrival day
of the steamer New Brunswick, which left Boston on Thursdays and
arrived in St. John the next day. In June 1861 the official steamboat
letter carrier was Joseph Gunnison, a former express operator
(David D’Alessandris, “Boston to Saint John Steamboat Mail,”
Chronicle 202, May 2004). At St. John the Canadian post office took
charge of sending it to the Charlottetown post office on Prince 
Edward Island, and it arrived three days later, on June 17.
Who might have spent $2.15 to mail a letter to Angus McFadyen

by Pony Express? One person located through a genealogical search
seems to be a likely candidate. John W. McFadyen was born in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on June 24, 1833, the son of Alexan-
der and Mary McInnis McFadyen, both natives of Prince Edward
Island. John’s father died in 1859, and his mother died one year
later. After his parents’ deaths, John traveled to California. One 
account says he sailed aboard the Atlantic steamer Empire City,
crossed Panama, and then boarded the Pacific steamer Golden Age
to San Francisco. If this sailing information is accurate, he must have
left before March 1858, because the Golden Age did not run after
that. John farmed in the Sacramento County area and then worked
as a teamster. He eventually relocated to Solano County and lived
there into the 20th century. The relationship between John and
Angus McFadyen is unclear, but Angus was a farmer on Prince 
Edward Island and probably a blood relative.
The Civil War’s Impact
The Prince Edward Pony cover was sent from California after

the bombardment of Fort Sumter in April 1861 and before the First
Battle of Manassas (or Bull Run) was fought in Virginia. The war
had finally given Congress a good reason to move the transconti-
nental mail contract from the Southern Route to the Central Route,
away from the states in open rebellion. Even in Missouri, there was
a threat from Confederate sympathizers and bushwackers. When
the railroad bridge near St. Joseph was sabotaged by bushwackers
in September 1861, causing the deaths of nearly 20 passengers, 
authorities moved the eastern mail terminus to Atchison, Kansas.
The stamps on the Prince Edward Pony cover paid the 15¢ rate

from the West Coast to Canada and its provinces—5¢ more than it
cost for letters originating east of the Rocky Mountains. The two
stamps were soon to be replaced by a new issue, a necessary step to
prevent Southerners from cashing in on supplies of federal stamps.
By the fall of 1861, the old stamps could no longer be used on Pony
Express mail.
Even the Pony Express had only a few more months to exist, as

the two ends of the telegraph line moved closer and closer each day.
The growth of electronic communication was close to rendering the
era of horse flesh and saddle obsolete. ◼

$2 Red, Horse & Rider, First
Issue, printed by Britton & Rey




