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DESCRIPTION

“PONY EXPRESS/SAN FRANCISCO/NOV. 28” (1860) blue Running Pony
oval handstamp, a perfect strike showing every detail of the horse,
matching blue “The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express
Company, San Francisco, Cal.” dateless oval handstamp on 10¢ Pale
Green on Buff Nesbitt entire (U16a) addressed to “Mr. L. A. Booth, care
J. R. Dickinson, Naval Office, New York”; carried on the eastbound Pony
Express trip that left San Francisco on Wednesday, November 28,
1860, and arrived in St. Joseph on Tuesday, December 11; bold strike
of “The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company,
St. Joseph, Mo. Dec. 11” oval datestamp applied on arrival, entered
mails with greenish-blue “Saint Joseph Mo. Dec. 12” double-circle 
datestamp, matching grid cancel struck on 10¢ embossed stamp

PROVENANCE

Robert W. Baughman, Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/25/1971, Sale 396, 
lot 3

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Frajola-Kramer-Walske census no. E42

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1975)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; a few negligible faint toned spots

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Ponies Run and the Owners Lose Money
The cover offered here was carried by Pony Express in

November 1860. Since the resumption of service in July, the
Pony riders had been running with only a few disruptions
caused by Indian attacks. To encourage business, the rate
was recalibrated to $2.50 per quarter ounce—correspondents
were able to keep letters under this limit by using very thin
writing paper. The schedule was changed to twice-weekly 
departures. Nonetheless, the operating losses and Russell’s
inability to secure a lucrative government contract began to
push the company to the brink.
The Central Overland California & Pike’s Peak Express

Company’s Pony Express service was not included in the
U.S. mail contract that COC&PP acquired from Hockaday
(April 1859), nor in the contract that was transferred by the
government from Chorpenning to COC&PP (May 1860).
Those two contracts paid about $200,000 per year, which was
insufficient to cover the costs of operating the route. Without
an adequate mail contract and facing mounting debt, in Jan-
uary 1861 the COC&PP was taken over by its largest creditor,
the “Stagecoach King” Ben Holladay, and Majors and Wad-
dell left the firm.
This eastbound cover shows the typical markings of this

phase of the Pony Express, including a perfect strike of the
blue San Francisco Running Pony oval and the dateless oval
COC&PP “frank” in matching blue. ◼

LOT 52°

A perfect strike of the San Francisco Running Pony marking on a pristine
cover carried by the Pony Express in November 1860, the month Lincoln
was elected and the nation moved closer to the Civil War

ESTIMATE $10,000-15,000

Early ad for the
Pony Express in
the San Francisco
Bulletin, March 17,
1860.
Reproduced from Bloss,
Pony Express—The Great
Gamble.




