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DESCRIPTION

5¢ Brick Red (27), block of four, original gum, beautiful bright Brick
Red color and fresh paper, unusually precise centering for this issue,
which was produced with sheets printed from the original plate used
for imperforate stamps, on which the subjects had insufficient space
between them to accommodate the rows of perforations

PROVENANCE

George H. Worthington, J. C. Morgenthau sale, 8/21-23/1917, lot 153, 
possibly to Duveen

Henry J. Duveen (listed in Phillips’s November 1922 book; sold pri-
vately to Hind through Phillips)

Arthur Hind, Phillips-Kennett sale, 11/20-24/1933, lot 179, to Ward

Wharton Sinkler, Eugene Klein sale, 5/17/1940, Sale 117, lot 50, 
to Ward

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought privately, estate sold to Weills, 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1983 and 1989 Rarities of the World sales, lots
64 and 113, respectively, to Weill

Weill Brothers’ Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989, 
lot 69, to Dr. Kapiloff

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff (sold privately to Hagendorf/Columbian)

Anonymous (bought and sold privately through Harry Hagendorf,
Columbian Stamp Co.)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 2000 Rarities of the World, 5/13/2000, Sale
824, lot 117, to anonymous dealer (sold privately months after sale to
Whitman)

Alan B. Whitman, Siegel Auction Galleries, 1/7/2009, Sale 968, lot 34,
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Donna O’Keefe, Linn’s Philatelic Gems II, p. 144

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1989 and 2000)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine; insignificant small thin spot in top left stamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Brick Red—A Printer’s Error?
The perforated 5¢ Jefferson stamp in the Brick Red color,

Scott 27, is one of the more enigmatic issues produced by
the Philadelphia firm of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. 
during the period from 1851 to 1861, when they held the
government contract for postage stamps. Its color is nothing
like the Red Brown or Brown shades of stamps printed from
Plate 1 (the Type I design), and its odd chronological place
in the order of 5¢ shades leads to the intriguing, but proba-
bly unprovable, idea that the Brick Red might have been a
mistake in mixing inks, made by one of Toppan Carpenter’s
employees.

LOT 47°

This is the only recorded unused block of the 5¢ Brick Red, Scott 27, and the
block is superb with original gum—this is the most important multiple of the
1857 5¢ Jefferson Perforated stamps, and it is generally regarded as one of
the most important blocks in United States philately

ESTIMATE $400,000-500,000

        Sc. 28             Sc. 28             Sc. 28b             Sc. 28A             Sc. 27                Sc. 29
     Red Brown     Red Brown     Br Red Brn       Indian Red        Brick Red             Brown
       1856-57            1858               1858                1858             1858(?)                1859

The photograph above shows the six shades associated
with 5¢ Type I Perforated stamps. The 1856-57 Red Brown
at the far left and the 1858 Red Brown to its right are both
listed under Scott 28, but they represent two different print-
ings. The Bright Red Brown, Scott 28b, is really just an in-
termediate shade from the 1858 printing, with the regular
Red Brown, Scott 28, at the lighter end of the spectrum, and
the Indian Red, Scott 28A, at the more intense end. As the
photo shows, Indian Red stamps tend to stand out in the
crowd. At the far right is the Brown, Scott 29, which was
printed in 1859 and has much less reddish hue, but still it is
sometimes confused with the 1856-57 Red Brown at far left.
Finally, second from the right is the Brick Red, the outcast

in the group, which is given the first Scott number of the 5¢
Type I Perforated stamps (Scott 27), but chronologically
seems to fall at the end of the 1857 and 1858 shades. Based
on earliest documented uses (EDU), the 5¢ Type I shades
were released in the following order:

       Shade                      Scott No.            Earliest Use (EDU)
       Red Brown                28                 8/23/1857
       Indian Red               28A               3/31/1858
       Brick Red                  27                 10/6/1858
       Brown                        29                 3/21/1859

The first 5¢ sheets to be perforated in mid-1857 came
from the unissued supply of 5¢ imperforate sheets in the
1856 Red Brown shade. Covers dated during the second half

continued on next page
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of 1857 and first quarter of 1858 have 5¢ stamps in the 1856 shade
of Red Brown, which look like Scott 12 with perforations.
By March 31, 1858, the earliest documented use of the Indian

Red shade, a second printing must have been made. We suspect that
the entire family of Red Brown, Bright Red Brown and Indian Red
shades—all of which differ from the 1856-57 Red Brown—were
printed at the same time during the first quarter of 1858. No one
has established a separate EDU for the redder 1858 Red Brown,
distinguishing it from the perforated stock of 1856 sheets, but when
that can be done, we suspect our theory will be proven correct. If
so, the 1858 Red Brown, Bright Red Brown and Indian Red stamps
should have similar EDUs.
Then, there is the Brick Red, with its October 6, 1858, earliest

date of use and its peak usage in early 1859. The Brick Red stamps
were either printed later (3rd Quarter 1858) or they were released
months after they were printed. Unfortunately, there are no records
to tell us which inks were used for different printings.
The Brick Red color is so far removed from any of the other 5¢

shades, we strongly suspect it was made inadvertently while the
printers tried to match the earlier 1856 Red Brown, after they put
the plate to press for the printing that produced the 1858 Red
Brown stamps. The Brick Red shade is actually closer to some of
the 3¢ 1857 Red shades than it is to the 5¢ 1856 Red Brown.
Sheets in the “experimental” Brick Red color would have been

stacked before the subsequent Red Brown, Bright Red Brown and
Indian Red sheets were printed. However, when the sheets were re-
moved from the top of the stack for distribution to post offices,
“color corrected” sheets would be released before the Brick Red.
The same “first stacked/last pulled” principle is demonstrated by
date patterns for other issues.
Looking at the EDUs, there is a largely consistent pattern of new

5¢ printings at the beginning of each year in 1858 (Red Brown),
1859 (Brown), 1860 (Type II Brown) and 1861 (Type II Orange
Brown). The only exceptions to this pattern are the 1856 Red
Brown perforated sheets released in mid-1857, which make sense
in the context of the first perforated issue, and the October 1858
Brick Red. The Brick Red stamps are much too scarce and limited
in their distribution (New Orleans and a few other scattered post
offices) to constitute a separate printing in 1858. In our opinion, it
makes more sense if they were printed as part of the 1st Quarter
1858 printing, but released later in the year when needed.

The Worthington Block
The block offered in this sale is the only intact unused block of

the 5¢ Brick Red, and it has original gum, which enhances its quality
and significance as a classic multiple.
Very few collectors in the history of philately have owned this

block, and many of great stature have had to live without it. The
magnificent Alfred H. Caspary collection contained a block of three
with a fourth stamp added to create a complete block. Ryohei
Ishikawa was never able to secure the Brick Red block for his Grand
Prix award-winning collection and had to settle for a reconstructed
used block. Even Mr. Gross had to compete without the Brick Red
block in the 2006 exhibition in Washington, D.C., because it was
owned by another collector at that point. We could list many more
outstanding collectors who never had the opportunity, or who
lacked determination, to acquire the Brick Red block for themselves.
The first collector of record to own the block was the Cleveland

industrial tycoon, George H. Worthington (1850-1924), who made
much of his fortune in stone, streetcars and chewing gum. He part-
nered with another well-known stamp collector, John Vickers
Painter, in ownership of stone quarries in Ohio—Painter is best
known for his role in discovering the 4¢ Blue Columbian color error
(see page 209). Worthington and his friend Dr. Beeman started
manufacturing the wildly popular Beeman’s Pepsin chewing gum,
which led to ownership of a huge supply of the product’s essential
ingredient, chicle, and creation of the American Chicle Company.
With dollars from these enterprises flowing into Worthington’s cof-
fers in the 1880s, he began collecting stamps on a trip to England.
At a time when Count Ferrary held many of philately’s greatest

rarities, Worthington managed to assemble a worldwide stamp and
cover collection of truly historic importance, spending $50,000 a
year on acquisitions. He is reputed to be the first American to own
a “Post Office” Mauritius cover. His United States collection in-
cluded rare provisionals, an unused set of 1869 Pictorial Inverts,
and magnificent blocks of classic issues.
Worthington displayed his collections in the 1913 International

Philatelic Exhibition in New York. The description of the United
States exhibit specifically mentions “rare unused blocks,” including
the “5c, 1857, Brick Red.” There is no record of the source of the
Brick Red block. One could surmise that it came to Worthington
from the Frederick W. Ayer collection, which was dispersed privately
through dealers, starting in 1897 with Charles J. Phillips in London,

George H. Worthington (left)—New York Times article
(above) and exhibition catalogue entry (right) for
Worthington’s United States exhibit at the 1913 New
York exhibition, which specifically mentions the 5¢
Brick Red unused block
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and continuing over the next few years through Warren H. Colson
and the New England Stamp Co. However, an account of the Ayer
collection’s contents puts his ownership of the Brick Red block in
question. In Phillips’s 1897 Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal article,
he listed highlights of the Ayer collection, describing “blocks of all
values” of the 1857-60 Issue. While it is possible the Brick Red block
was in that group, it is odd Phillips neglected to mention it specifi-
cally, because in the same place he does describe six unused 5¢ Type
I stamps in “red-brown.” Phillips surely would have appreciated the
importance of the Brick Red shade, especially if present in a block.
(Or would he? Read on).
One year after his much-celebrated display and prominent role

in the 1913 exhibition, Worthington’s financial landscape began to
quickly darken. As a result of heavy collateralized debt and a severe
drop in the stock price of the American Chicle Company, Worthing-
ton was forced to liquidate parts of his collection to service his debt.
Many of his best provisionals, carriers, locals and Confederate States
were sold privately by Colson in 1915, who lined up Caspary, Gibson
and St. Louis “Bears” collector, Thomas C. Jenkins, as buyers. As
creditors clamored for pieces of the philatelic pie, sales were stopped
and an attempt was made to find a buyer for the whole collection.
In 1917 the entire balance of the Worthington collection was sold

privately to Alfred F. Lichtenstein, a 41-year old multi-millionaire
whose dye manufacturing company evolved into Ciba-Geigy, the
pharmaceutical giant. Lichtenstein paid $445,000 for the collection
and paid $165,000 of it in $10,000 and $5,000 bills. He kept what
he wanted and consigned the rest to J. C. Morgenthau & Co. for
sale by auction. The Brick Red block was offered in Part I of the
Worthington sales on August 21-23, 1917.
It is possible that the buyer in the Worthington sale was Henry

J. Duveen, because the November 1922 book published by Phillips
to promote the private sale of Duveen’s worldwide collection lists
one item as “5c. Brick-red, block of 4,” without any other details.
Duveen died in 1919, so he could have participated in the Wor-
thington sales two years earlier.

While Worthington’s fortunes faded,
another wealthy stamp collector was on
the rise—Arthur Hind, a British-born
textile manufacturer who emigrated to
the United States in 1890. While running
his business from Utica, New York, Hind
formed a worldwide stamp collection of
staggering proportions, commensurate
with his estimated wealth of $7 to $10
million (about $100 million today).
With the stock market and society

roaring in 1928 and 1929, Hind tried to
sell his United States and Confederate
States collection through Phillips for

$535,000. Offers of $450,000 and $480,000 were made, but Hind
rejected them. With the stock market crash of October 1929, the
hope of selling the collection intact faded, and Hind’s financial po-
sition weakened. Following Hind’s death in Miami on March 1,
1933, the estate executors authorized Phillips and William C. Ken-
nett, Jr. (Hind’s philatelic secretary) to sell the collection at unre-
served public auction, which was held on November 20-24, 1933.
Since photographs of regular U.S. postage stamps were still

banned by law, the Brick Red block’s appearance was left to the
imagination, based on the two-line printed description of lot 179:
5c. brick-red, superb centered block of 4, gum, exceedingly
rare, brilliant
If Phillips had, indeed, handled this block when he sold parts of

the Ayer collection, he did not remember it. Phillips also revealed a
bit of philatelic ignorance when, four lots later, he referred to an

Arthur Hind (1856-1933)

Charles J. Phillips
(left) and William C.
Kennett Jr. (right),
who held the 1933
auction of the Hind
U.S. collection

unused block of the 5¢ Red Brown, Scott 28, as “far rarer than the
block of brick-red.” Maybe Phillips really did not recognize the
Brick Red block as a great rarity when he wrote about the Ayer col-
lection in 1897.
If Phillips did not fully appreciate the Brick Red block, someone

in the roomful of bidders certainly did—Philip H. Ward, Jr., who
bought the block for $2,900. Whether he was bidding for himself
or for a client is not known. Nonetheless, after the Hind sale, the
Brick Red block was to become a part of Ward’s domain for the rest
of his life, although it was not always owned by Ward. It appears
among a phenomenal group of blocks in the sale of the Wharton
Sinkler collection held by Eugene Klein on May 17, 1940. Klein was
probably the nominal auctioneer, but Ward certainly had control of
the collection formed by Sinkler, his good client and a member of
the elite circle of wealthy Philadelphian philatelists that also in-
cluded Gibson. It has been said that Ward chose Klein to handle
the Sinkler sale to avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest, as
Ward bid on items for clients and for himself. In the Sinkler sale,
the block was described “the rarest block of this collection and, as
far as we know, unique.” One wonders if those were Ward’s words,
a sneering poke at his unenlightened competitor’s gaffe in 1933. As
it happened, Phillips died two weeks after the Sinkler auction.
After Ward’s death in 1963, Raymond and Roger Weill acquired

his philatelic estate and sold the Brick Red block to their most im-
portant and closely-guarded client, Benjamin D. Phillips, scion of
the T. W. Phillips family, owners of a large natural gas and oil com-
pany in Butler, Pennsylvania. The Weills purchased the collection
in 1968, around the time Phillips died, for $4.07 million.
While the Weills controlled the Brick Red block, it made a couple

of appearances in Rarities of the World sales held by Siegel in the
1980s. At the 1989 Christie’s Robson Lowe sale of rarities from the
Weill Brothers’ Stock, the block sold to Dr. Leonard Kapiloff. Soon
after, Dr. Kapiloff sold it to Harry (Sonny) Hagendorf of Columbian
Stamp Co., who was representing an anonymous collector.
The Brick Red made its next Siegel auction appearance in the

2000 Rarities of the World sale, where it was bought by a dealer.
Within months, the block was snapped up
by Alan B. Whitman, a managing director
at Morgan Stanley, who began adding
blocks to his stellar quality collection of
U.S. singles. When the Whitman collection
was sold through Siegel in 2009, the block
was bought by Mr. Gross.
One of the remarkable aspects of the

Brick Red block is its superb condition,
which rarely goes hand in hand with great
rarity or uniqueness. The mystery of the
Brick Red color’s creation—by intent or by
error—only adds to its philatelic charm. ◼Alan B. Whitman




