
UNITED STATES STAMP
TREASURES

120

Lot 46



The William H. Gross Collection

121

DESCRIPTION

3¢ Dull Red, Type III (26), bright shade, tied by “Geneva N.Y. Feb. 13,
1858” circular datestamp on small cover to Miss Edith Holley in Niag-
ara Falls, New York, gold-leaf and hand-colored Romeo and Juliet
Valentine design with matching enclosure, a love poem in the same
hand as address, immaculate condition

PROVENANCE

Robert G. Kaufmann, 6/6/1985, Sale 40, lot 51, to Grunin

Louis Grunin, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, Part One, 3/25/1987, lot 83,
to Jarrett

David L. Jarrett, Siegel Auction Galleries, 3/25/2009, Sale 970, lot 55,
to William H. Gross

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine—perfection

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

A Perfect Gesture of Love Preserved for Collectors
The custom of sending Valentines by mail spread rapidly

during the 1850s after postage rates were lowered and good
quality stationery became more available. This beautiful
printed and hand-colored envelope with its identical original
enclosure were mailed from Geneva to Niagara Falls in up-
state New York in 1858.

We cannot find any record of this cover prior to 1985
when it appeared in a Robert G. Kaufmann sale. The buyer
was Louis Grunin, whose exhibit of 1847-1869 Issues had
won the Grand Prix National at INTERPHIL in 1976. In that
major international exhibition, the Hawaii collection formed
by Thurston Twigg-Smith was excluded from competition,
because it was owned by a corporation and not an individual.
Left on the field were Grunin with his 1847-1869s and the
Japanese tycoon, Ryohei Ishikawa, with his formidible 
exhibit of the 1¢ 1851-57 Issue.
In the final vote, Grunin’s panoramic exhibit of classics

won against the single-stamp exhibit. Ishikawa was stung by
the loss and immediately set out to build his own version of
an 1847-1869 exhibit, which eventually earned him three
Grand Prix awards in the different competitive classes.
Grunin sold his off-cover material, 1847s and 1861-69s, and
began to focus on 1851-57 Issue covers. The collection
Grunin assembled over the next ten years is still revered as
perhaps the greatest of its kind ever formed.
When the Grunin collection was sold in three auctions

held by Christie’s Robson Lowe in 1987 and 1988, the 3¢
Valentine was offered in the second sale and captivated one
of the leading collectors of postal history, David Jarrett. He
acquired the Valentine for his collection of “propaganda”
covers, in the category of Romance, and when the Siegel
firm sold Jarrett’s collection in 2009, Mr. Gross bought the
cover purely for its aesthetic appeal, as his Grand Prix win
was three years behind him. ◼

LOT 46°

This Valentine cover and matching original enclosure may justifiably be called
the most beautiful example of 19th century Valentine postal usage extant

ESTIMATE $7,500-10,000

Louis Grunin accepting the
Grand Prix National award at

INTERPHIL 1976

Detail of the Valentine design




