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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Green, Types III-III-IV (15-15-16), Positions 62-64L1, horizontal
strip of three, two stamps at left Type III, stamp at right is Type IV
with recut lines at top and bottom—64L is the only double-line recut
of the eight recut positions on the plate—marvelous condition with
huge even margins all around, bright shade, used with 12¢ Black (17),
full to large margins, intense shade and impression, the strip and 
single tied by lightly struck ultramarine “Andover Ill. Feb. 25” (1856)
circular datestamps on buff cover to Hudiksvall, Sweden, prepaid for
42¢ Prussian Closed Mail rate, red “New -York Br. Pkt. Mar. 5” transit
datestamp on back and “19” credit handstamp on front—carried on
the Cunarder Asia from New York on March 5, arriving in Liverpool
on March 18—entered Prussian mail system at Aachen with red
“AACHEN 19/3 FRANCO” (March 19) framed transit datestamp (also ties
strip at left), blue manuscript “f5” indicating prepaid 5 silbergroschen
Prussian transit fee to Sweden, the back has “St.P 20 Mar 56” Ham-
burg Stadpost oval transit datestamp and two double-circle datestamps
also applied in Hamburg (one by the Royal Swedish Postal Agency),
Helsingborg (March 23) datestamp

PROVENANCE

Mortimer L. Neinken, Siegel Auction Galleries, 11/19-20/1970, Sale 384,
lot 140, to Haas

Marc Haas (collection sold privately to Stanley Gibbons International;
the cover sold privately to Grunin, 1980)

Louis Grunin, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, Part One, 3/25/1987, lot 67,
to Zoellner

Robert Zoellner, Siegel Auction Galleries, 10/8-10/1998, Sale 804, lot 85,
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Mortimer L. Neinken, The United States Ten Cent Stamps of 1855-1859,
fig. L, pp. 167-168

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Zoellner)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine stamps and cover

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Swedish Immigrants and Mail to the Home Country
Prior to the catastrophic crop failures and famine of 1867-

1869, which drove Swedish farming families to leave their
country, there was only a small population of Swedes living
in the United States. Consequently, mail volume was low, and
covers from the 1840s and 1850s are rare.
The rural community of Swedish religious dissidents in

western Illinois was founded in 1846. About 400 immigrants
arrived under the leadership of Erik Jansson, a wheat farmer
turned preacher, after a three-month voyage from Sweden
and a 150-mile trek from Chicago. Communication between
the Swedish immigrants in the United States and their rela-
tives and religious colleagues back home were vitally impor-
tant. Obviously, mail was the only means of communication.
In 1857 the Andover and Galva post offices served these

Swedish settlers. The cover offered here was postmarked at
Andover, and other covers from this correspondence are
postmarked at Galva. The letters had to first travel from the
midwest to the port city of New York, then across the Atlantic
on a steamship, usually to England, where they were for-
warded to the Prussian postal authorities for delivery to the
Swedish postal agency. The price of sending a letter by this
arduous route was 42¢ per half ounce in 1857, with 19¢
credited to Prussia. For a farmer in Illinois in the 1850s, the
cost was significant.
A strip of three 10¢ stamps and single 12¢ conveniently

paid the postage. Only a few covers to Sweden are known
with 1851-56 Issue stamps, and the cover offered here is out-
standing, because it has a strip cut from a part of the sheet
that contained Scott 16, the Type IV showing recut outer
lines. Not only is this a rare Type IV, but of the eight recut
positions, this one is the most desirable, because it has outer
lines recut at top and bottom.
This magnificent cover was featured prominently in the

1970 Siegel sale of the Mortimer L. Neinken collection. It
was bought by Marc Haas, who sold his entire United States
cover collection in 1979 to Stanley Gibbons International of
London for $11 million, a record at that time for a single
philatelic collection. When the Haas covers were priced for
resale, Louis Grunin had first pick and chose this cover as
part of the group he purchased in 1980. In 1987 the Grunin
collection was sold through Christie’s Robson Lowe, and
Robert Zoellner acquired the Type IV cover to Sweden. Mr.
Gross bought the cover in the 1998 Siegel sale of the Zoellner
collection, outbidding Joseph Hackmey to secure what is 
unquestionably one of the finest quality classic imperforate
covers in United States philately. ◼

LOT 40°

To pay the Prussian Closed Mail rate on this immaculate cover to Sweden, 
a Swedish immigrant in Illinois used Imperforate 1851-55 Issue stamps, 
including the rare 10¢ Type IV, Scott 16, in one of the finest extant multiples

ESTIMATE $50,000-75,000




