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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Green Type I (13), bottom row position on Plate 1, ample margins
to slightly in at bottom, but still showing the type-defining full shell at
bottom right, rich color, tied by “San Francisco Cal. 20 Jun.” (1857) 
circular datestamp on complete illustrated San Francisco News Letter
with printed dateline “Per Steamer Golden Age. A Summary of Events
from the 5th to the 20th June, 1857. Number 24.”, neatly addressed to
“Doctor W. S. W. Ruschenberger, U.S. Frigate Independence, Panama”
with manuscript letter and writer’s dateline “Robert Nuttall, 19 June
1857”, the printed newsletter contains an illustrated “MAP OF SAN
FRANCISCO SHOWING THE SUBDIVISION OF THE POTRERO VIEJO”,
a notice of “Pre-paid Postage Rates for the S.F. News Letter” from
Postmaster C. L. Weller (dated April 15, 1857), and paid notices from
Wells, Fargo & Co., Pacific Mail Steamship Co., and Freeman & Co.;
the 20¢ rate from California to Panama was underpaid, clear strike of
“DUE 10” straightline handstamp applied in San Francisco

PROVENANCE

Charles F. Meroni, John A. Fox sale, 11/10-14/1952, lot 1027, to Baker

J. David Baker, Siegel Auction Galleries, 4/4/1978, Sale 526, lot 28, to
Risvold

Floyd E. Risvold, Spink Shreves Galleries sale, 1/27-29/2010, lot 529, to
William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Hugh J. and J. David Baker, Bakers’ U.S. Classics, p. 123

Jesse L. Coburn, Letters of Gold, p. 96

Scott R. Trepel, “The San Francisco News Letter 1856-1858,” Western 
Express 266, December 2017

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine cover; the stamp has a small pre-use nick in top left
margin not touching design

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Blackmail and Extortion—An Englishman in California
The illustrated San Francisco News Letter was published by

Frederick Marriott, an English-born journalist, newspaper
publisher, financial schemer, occasional blackmailer and 
pioneering promoter of aviation technology who emigrated
to California in 1849. Marriott touted his Letter as a practical
means to convey news to correspondents on the East Coast,
overseas and within the state of California. It also served to
advance Marriott’s intertwining financial and political inter-
ests, to level attacks against his foes, and to extort money
from public figures he threatened with the prospect of scan-
dalous news reports.
Each publication date was tied to an outbound Pacific

Mail Steam Ship Company sailing to Panama, the western
leg of the ocean route linking the coasts. The first Letter was
published on July 20, 1856, in time for the next-day depar-
ture of the PMSS Golden Age, and was published regularly
through early 1858, then discontinued briefly while Marriott
ventured off to find real estate business opportunities in 
Vancouver Island. After his return in 1859, the newspaper
was reestablished as the San Francisco
News Letter and California Advertiser,
which was published continuously
until 1928. Marriott died in 1884,
and his son, Frederick Jr., took
over the paper.
Marriott was implicated in an

1852 scheme to distribute worth-
less bank notes, known as “shin-
plasters.” When Adams & Co.
failed in 1855, he was caught up
in the massive losses from unreg-
ulated banking practices and ram-
pant speculation. Marriott started the
Letter to launch counterattacks against
his critics, but also found it useful as a
means to extort money. In 1857 he
was arrested in a sting operation resulting from Marriott’s
attempt to shake down the San Francisco chief of police. He
and his accomplice were each tried, convicted and ordered
to pay a $500 fine.
In 1866 Marriott established the California Aerial Steam

Navigation Co. and attempted to turn his blimp-like “Avitor”
into a practical flying machine. After a few modestly success-
ful display flights, the gas-filled Avitor caught fire and was
destroyed. Marriott continued to pursue his dream of an
“aeroplane” until his death in 1884. ◼

LOT 39°

A unique example of the San Francisco News Letter in two significant respects—
it is the only one to Panama and the only one with the 10¢ Type I stamp—
which add elements of philatelic rarity to the fascinating story of its publisher

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

Frederick Marriott




