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DESCRIPTION

10¢ Green, Type II (14), Positions 51-53L1 in an unused horizontal
strip of three with “ENGRAVERS. Phila. New York. B(oston)” portion
of imprint and “No. 1” plate number in sheet margin at left, large
margins, Position 51L at left is a double transfer variety, rich color,
bright and fresh paper

PROVENANCE

Edgar B. Jessup (inherited by Pearce)

Basil C. Pearce (Jessup’s son-in-law; inherited and sold privately)

Ryohei Ishikawa, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 151, to
Chapin

John C. Chapin (collection sold privately to Shreves and then to
William H. Gross, 2002)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

John C. Chapin, A Census of United States Classic Plate Blocks 1851-1882, 
p. 3

Mortimer L. Neinken, The United States Ten Cent Stamps of 1855-1859,
fig. 8, p. 16

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine appearance; two vertical creases—one through center
stamp and the other between the center and right stamps—and a small
scissors-cut in bottom margin between the same stamps

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Rarity of Classic Plate Numbers
Plate number strips and blocks have been popular with

collectors for many years, but the presence of an imprint or
plate number on a stamp or multiple issued prior to 1888 is
unusual. The simple reason is classic issues rarely survived
in sheets or multiples with intact imprints.
When Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Company made the

first plates used to print the 1851 Issue stamps, they did not
bother to add imprints or plate numbers until 1852. In 1855,
when Toppan Carpenter laid down the first 10¢ plate for the
new issue, imprints with the plate number 1 were engraved
on the left and right sides, outside the boundary of the stamp
subjects. The imprints, right or left, were only visible on a
printed stamp from one of the adjacent positions if the extra
paper in the sheet margin was kept intact. Furthermore, only
the stamps in one row—Position 51L in the left pane and
60R in the right pane—were aligned with the “No. 1” part
of the imprint.
Therefore, statistically, only 1 in 100 stamps printed had

any chance of showing the plate number—of those, only the
stamps that survived with at least 5 or 6 millimeters of the
sheet margin could show the “No. 1.” Considering the odds,
it is not surprising that very few 10¢ 1855 stamps exist with
the plate number, and this strip is the only unused example
known. As a measure of plate number stamps’ rarity, a used
single from Position 51L1 was sold by the Siegel firm in 2012
for $22,000 hammer.
The late John C. “Jack” Chapin, a World War II Marine

veteran and historian, was a dedicated collector of classic
plate number multiples (additional biographical information
on page 189). In 1982 Chapin published a census of all clas-
sic plate number blocks known to him, and in 1984 he up-
dated the census with an article in the Collectors Club
Philatelist. Chapin never found a plate number block of the
10¢ 1855 Imperforate (Scott 13-16) or of the perforated
1857 Issue from Plate 1 (Scott 31-34). He illustrated the strip
of three offered here as an example of an important classic
plate number multiple that does not exist in block form.
Chapin did not own the strip when he published his book.

In 1993, at the Ryohei Ishikawa auction held by Christie’s
Robson Lowe, Chapin was intent on acquiring the strip he
had coveted for many years, and successfully outbid others
to add it to his outstanding collection.
In 2002 the Chapin collection was acquired intact by the

Shreves in a sealed bidding process organized by Andrew
Levitt, and then the collection was sold to Mr. Gross. ◼

LOT 38°

The only recorded unused 10¢ 1855 Imperforate with the plate number and
imprint—spectacular as a strip of three and of the greatest importance to
collectors of classic United States stamps

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000




