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DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (12), two horizontal pairs, both Relief B and thus prob-
ably from the same row but not contiguous, right pair has enormous
margins showing parts of adjoining stamps at top and bottom and at
right, left pair has huge top margin showing parts of adjoining stamps
and full margins on other sides except just touched at left, used with
1¢ Blue, Type IV (9) and 3¢ Dull Red, Type II (11A), each slightly cut
in on two sides, tied by three strikes of “Albany N.Y. Apr. 9” (1857) 
circular datestamp on buff cover to Aberdeen, Scotland, addressed to
Alex Chivas of the whiskey-distilling family, red “3” credit handstamp
applied in New York, red “America Liverpool Paid AP 24 57” transit
datestamp, green “Aberdeen AP 26 1857” receiving backstamp, 
envelope flap with embossed return address of Peter Smith & Sons,
Coopersmiths & Plumbers, Albany, New York

PROVENANCE

Philip G. Rust, Siegel Auction Galleries, 1980 Rarities of the World,
4/5/1980, Sale 560, lot 67, to Klein

Walter C. Klein, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/27/1988, lot 85,
to Mayer

Frederick R. Mayer, Bennett sale, 10/21/2005, lot 185, to Hackmey

Joseph Hackmey (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2010)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Richard C. Frajola and Frederick R. Mayer, The United States Five Cent 
Stamp of 1856, fig. 13-1, p. 138

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Mayer)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (2005)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine cover with vertical and horizontal folds not affecting stamps
and not mentioned on accompanying certificate

Signed on back by Stanley B. Ashbrook and by Herbert A. Bloch in
pencil on front at right (Bloch’s signature is present in a 1957 photo-
graph taken by Ashbrook for Ezra D. Cole)

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Least Likely Way to Pay Postage to Scotland
The 1848 postal treaty between the United States and

Great Britain established a 24¢ rate for a half-ounce letter
from the U.S., with an additional 5¢ required on letters sent
from the West Coast. In April 1857, when this cover was
mailed to a member of the whiskey-distilling Chivas family
in Scotland by a maker of wooden barrels in Albany, there
were five different denominations of imperforate stamps in
circulation: 1¢, 3¢, 5¢, 10¢ and 12¢. Covers with stamps pay-
ing the 24¢ treaty rate usually have a 12¢ pair. Somewhat
less common are covers with two 10¢ used with 1¢ and 3¢
stamps. Rarer still are covers with four 5¢ used with 1¢ and
3¢ stamps, as seen on this cover.
The vast majority of 5¢ 1856 Imperforate covers are 

addressed to France. Only two examples of mail to Great
Britain have been recorded in the exhaustive census-taking
of this issue on covers. Only one of the two is a complete
cover; the other, addressed to Glasgow, Scotland, is a front
panel only, without the back.
This cover was carried to England on the steamer Alps,

which replaced the Collins Line steamer Atlantic for this trip
(the U.S. paid $3,183.32 for the mail to be carried on this
voyage). The Alps departed New York on April 11, 1857, and
the mail it carried was received at Liverpool on April 24. The
U.S. credited Great Britain 3¢, since an American packet was
used to transport the mail.
Not much is known about this cover before Stanley B.

Ashbrook photographed it for Ezra D. Cole in 1957, but the
photograph shows Herbert Bloch’s pencil signature at the
right. Bloch was one of Europe’s premier philatelic experts,
working for the Friedl Expert Committee and Mercury
Stamp Co. in New York. He also catalogued much of the
Caspary collection for H. R. Harmer in New York when the
collection was sold in a series of auctions in the 1950s.
Cole, a dealer who handled many important collections

over his long career, might have been the source of the cover
when it was acquired by Philip G. Rust, the husband of an
heiress to the du Pont family fortune who became a gentle-
man cattle farmer in Georgia in 1948. Rust consigned the
Scotland cover to the 1980 Rarities of the World sale, where
it was purchased by Walter C. Klein, who had to fight off
competition from Louis Grunin, Dr. Leonard Kapiloff and
Frederick R. Mayer. At the 1988 Klein sale held by Christie’s
Robson Lowe, the cover was acquired by Mayer, and, when
his collection was sold in 2005, it was bought by Joseph
Hackmey. In 2010, Mr. Gross acquired the entire Hackmey
collection, including this cover. ◼

LOT 36°

The spectacular and only known intact cover to Great Britain with the 
5¢ 1856 Imperforate Issue—a wonderful combination of elements

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000




