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DESCRIPTION

5¢ Red Brown (12), block of four, Reliefs D/B (guide dots indicate it
originated in either rows 4/5 or rows 7/8), full to large margins, large
part original gum, deep rich color and sharp impression, top pair has
stitch watermark

PROVENANCE

Frederick Wellington Ayer (sold privately to Duveen through Phillips)

Henry J. Duveen (sold privately to Hind through Phillips)

Arthur Hind, Phillips-Kennett sale, 11/20-24/1933, lot 130

Wharton Sinkler, Eugene Klein sale, 5/17/1940, Sale 117, lot 32, to Ward

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (estate sold privately to Weills, 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964;
Phillips collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1969 Rarities of the World, 3/25/1969, 
Sale 350, lot 30

Ryohei Ishikawa, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 131, 
to Keith Harmer for Mayer

Frederick R. Mayer, Bennett sale, 10/21/2005, lot 113, to William H.
Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, 
Vol. I, p. 151

Richard C. Frajola and Frederick R. Mayer, The United States Five Cent 
Stamp of 1856, fig. 3-1, p. 16

David Lidman, Treasury of Stamps, fig. 75, p.55

Philip H. Ward, Jr., “United States Early Unused Blocks 1847-1869,” 
1960 Congress Book

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Mayer)

Collectors Club of New York “Aristocrats of United States Philately” 
exhibit, December 2000 (Gross)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1993)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine despite trivial imperfections: small triangular nick at bottom
(small patch), creases including one vertical ending in slight separation

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Jefferson’s First Appearance on a Postage Stamp
From 1847 to 1855, postage stamps depicted George

Washington and Benjamin Franklin exclusively. In 1855
postal officials decided to make a change by placing Thomas
Jefferson’s portrait on the new 5¢ issue, which joined the
four other circulating denominations. No records exist to
explain the motivation for choosing Jefferson or even for 
issuing a 5¢ stamp, which did not fit any domestic prepaid
rates. However, the stamp ended up being frequently used
to pay the shore-to-ship rate on letters to France, so the
choice of the former minister to France and a well-known
Francophile, whether intentional or not, was an appropriate
tribute. Comparing the right-facing engraving with portraits
of the era, one reaches the inescapable conclusion that the
model for the stamp was Gilbert Stuart’s famous left-facing
portrait of this Founding Father, the Sage of Monticello.

LOT 35°

This block of the 5¢ 1856 Imperforate, with original gum, is the only unused
block in private hands—an iconic multiple of a classic issue that is instantly 
identifiable by the design and its imperforate form, as opposed to shade, 
type, grill, error or a subtle variation

ESTIMATE $200,000-300,000

5¢ 1856 and Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of Thomas Jefferson

The print order for the new 5¢ Jefferson stamp was
given to Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. on October 24,
1855, five days after trial color proofs from the steel printing
plate of 200 subjects were submitted to Third Assistant Post-
master General John Marron. Early philatelic researchers
found evidence in archival records that the 5¢ stamps were
issued to post offices during the first week of January 1856,
but those records have seemingly vanished. The earliest
dated 5¢ cover is postmarked March 24, 1856, so there is
lingering doubt that the stamps were supplied to post offices
much earlier than March.
The 5¢ Type I Red Brown Imperforate, Scott 12, comes

in only one shade from one plate. The uniformity of the 200
entries on the plate has made it impossible to identify defin-
ing characteristics for each position—we are only able to
identify the relief types on the transfer roll. Therefore,

continued on next page
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among United States stamps that are extremely rare in multiples,
the 5¢ 1856 Imperforate is distinctive, because it can be instantly
identified by its basic design and imperforate form, as opposed to
other stamps that are classified by type, grill, error or other subtle
variations. In other words, when you look at the imperforate 5¢ 
Jefferson, you know it is Scott 12.

1856-57 Red Brown versus 1858 Red Brown
The 5¢ Type I Red Brown Imperforate was issued sometime in

the first quarter of 1856. It seems likely that all of the stamps dis-
tributed to post offices were from the initial print run of 600,000
made by Toppan Carpenter at their Philadelphia plant, because
there is virtually no variation in the Red Brown shade of the imper-
forate stamps.
In 1857 the Post Office began issuing perforated stamps for all

denominations, and they started by perforating the existing stock
of imperforate sheets on hand. In the case of 1¢ stamps, the use of
old stock produced perforated versions of stamps printed from
plates associated with imperforate issues—Plates 1L, 2 and 4—and
collectors can readily identify those early perforated stamps by their
plate characteristics. However, since only one plate was used to print
5¢ Type I stamps, something other than plate criteria must be used
to identify perforated stamps made from imperforate stock.

The 5¢ 1856 Red Brown Imperforate, Scott 12, has long been
recognized as a rare stamp in unused condition, reflecting its overall
rarity. One of the reasons for this can be deduced from the produc-
tion chronology. If some of the 600,000 5¢ stamps printed in 1856
were perforated in 1857, and there are no new shades in 1857, that
means there was probably enough supply on hand in 1857 to meet
demand and no more 5¢ stamps were printed. Demand for the 5¢
denomination was always relatively weak due to its limited use. A
single 5¢ stamp was used mainly for the shore-to-ship rate. After
the 15¢ U.S.-France treaty rate was introduced in 1857, three 5¢
stamps could be used on a letter to France, but by mid-1857 the per-
forated stamps were in circulation, and use of the imperforate ver-
sion dropped off significantly.

Unused Blocks of the 5¢ 1856 Imperforate
Only two unused 5¢ 1856 Imperforate blocks are recorded, both

comprising four stamps. The block offered in this sale is known as
the Ayer block, a tribute to its first owner of record, Frederick
Wellington Ayer. The other unused block is a permanent resident
of the John Hay Library at Brown University. It is heavily creased
and has a sheet margin at left, which helps identify its provenance—
we will refer to it as the Gibson block. Previously unpublished 
information about the sheet-margin block at Brown follows.
A typewritten inventory headed “GIBSON COLLECTION/1842-

1869/Unused and Used Items/All Off Cover” was prepared by
Philip H. Ward, Jr., and the copy of it in our reference files has
Ward’s pencil notation “October 1945,” which we assume is the
month and year he typed it. The entry containing a description of
the 5¢ block reads as follows (boldface added for emphasis):

1851 — 5¢ 3 mint singles superb, equally fine mint block of
4 with sheet margins at left, only 2 blocks known, magnificent
horizontal strip of 3 and strip of 4

If the 5¢ sheet-margin block was in Gibson’s collection in 1945,
it could not have been donated to Brown University as part of the
bequest from Webster Knight (1854-1933), a prominent Rhode Is-
land banker and Brown alumnus. Knight is reported to have started
collecting stamps as a boy, and in his later life built an important
U.S. collection with acquisitions from dealers and auctions, includ-
ing sales held as early as 1912. He was enamored with blocks and
bought a large number privately from Ward out of the collection
formed by Joseph T. Lozier of the Lozier Automoble Company.
Knight died in June 1933, four months before the Hind U.S. sale,
so he never had an opportunity to bid on the Ayer block in Hind’s
collection.
Knight’s will directed that his stamp collection should be donated

to Brown and kept on permanent display in the John Hay Library.
His enduring legacy was assured with a $50,000 endowment and
the care and attention of members of the Rhode Island Philatelic
Society, who continue to tend to Brown’s stamp collections. After
the Knight collection was mounted in display cases at the library, an
exhibition was held on March 22, 1940. Contemporary accounts of
the exhibit confirm that Knight did not have a 5¢ 1856 Imperforate
block (he had the 10¢, 12¢ and a few of the lower values).
The block that now reposes in the John Hay Library has a left

sheet margin, so it must be the Gibson block, accessioned after 1945.
Considering Brown’s dedication to preserving Knight’s bequest, it
is certain the Gibson block will stay in the library in perpetuity.

The Ayer Block
The better known of the two unused 5¢ 1856 Imperforate blocks

is the Ayer block. Frederick Wellington Ayer (1855-1936) was pres-
ident of the Eastern Manufacturing Co. of Brewer, Maine, and a
noted antique collector and authority. Between 1892 and 1897 Ayer
embarked on a philatelic buying spree, spending (by some reports)
as much as $750,000, some of it with borrowed money. When Fred’s

Lot 35 continued

     1856 Imperforate           1857 Perforated             1858 Perforated

Shades of the 5¢ Red Brown Type I: the 1856 printing is a uniform shade of
Red Brown, and exists both imperforate and perforated (left and center);
the 1858 printing is in a redder shade, which only exists perforated—the
1856 and 1858 Red Brown shades are both listed as Scott 28

The key is the color shade. The photo above captures the differ-
ences and similarities of the Red Brown shades of the 5¢ Type I in
imperforate form (Scott 12) and perforated (Scott 28). The perfo-
rated 5¢ Type I Red Brown stamp (Scott 28) in the 1856 Red Brown
shade—the center stamp in the photo above—was made from old
stock on hand in 1857. Apart from the perforations, there is no dif-
ference between the imperforate 1856 printing to the left and its
perforated counterpart at center. The next printing in early 1858
is a shade that is a more vivid, redder Red Brown, as shown by the
stamp at right. The Scott 28 listing does not differentiate between
the 1856 Red Brown and the 1858 Red Brown, but there is a 
noticeable difference (the more intense 1858 shades are listed as
Scott 28b and 28A, Bright Red Brown and Indian Red).
Covers with Scott 28 dated in 1857 and January-February 1858

can only have stamps perforated from 1856 imperforate stock—the
shade of those stamps matches Scott 12. The redder Scott 28 shades
were printed in 1858 (probably in March) and do not appear on
earlier covers. The peculiar Brick Red, Scott 27, and 1859 Brown
printing, Scott 29, as well as the Type II stamps from the new 5¢
plate, are not relevant to this part of the production chronology.
The purpose of this detailed (and somewhat tedious) explanation

is to give the reader a basic understanding of the order of printing,
in order to appreciate the relative rarity of the 5¢ 1856 Red Brown
Imperforate.
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conservative banker-father learned of his son’s extravagant hobby
spending, he presented Fred with a choice between liquidation or
disinheritance. Fred chose the former. Beginning in 1897, portions
of the Ayer collection were sold through various dealers, including
Charles J. Phillips, Warren H. Colson and the New England Stamp
Company.
Phillips, the London dealer who ran Stanley Gibbons for many

years, was involved in the sale of Ayer’s collection in 1897 and pub-
lished details of its content. For the 5¢ 1856 he described “a block
of seven with full gum.” It is difficult to imagine Phillips erring in
describing a block of four as a block of seven. It is more likely that
Ayer’s block was reduced to a block of four. There was an L-shaped
block of three with original gum and creases (ex Mayer, now cut
apart), but it is impossible to align that multiple with the Ayer block
in the Gross collection. If three stamps were cut off the Ayer block
after 1897, they must be singles or a single and a pair today.

As Ayer’s collection was being dispersed,
another collector was assembling a world-
wide stamp collection of historic importance.
Henry J. Duveen and his brother Joseph
were partners in the legendary art dealer-
ship that brought fabulous Old Master paint-
ings from Europe to newly-minted American
millionaires, generating great wealth for the
family. After Sir Joseph’s death, Henry’s
nephew—the renowned Lord Duveen—
took the lead, leaving Henry to concentrate
on stamps. Phillips sold the Ayer block to
Henry, and after Henry’s death in 1919,
Phillips handled the private liquidation of
the Duveen collection, beginning in 1922.

Phillips placed all of Duveen’s unused United States blocks with
Arthur Hind, a British-born textile manufacturer who emigrated
to the United States in 1890. While run-
ning his business from Utica, New York,
Hind formed a worldwide stamp collec-
tion of staggering proportions, commen-
surate with his estimated wealth of $7 to
$10 million (about $100 million in today’s
money).
With the stock market and society

roaring in 1928 and 1929, Hind tried to
sell his United States and Confederate
States collection through Phillips for
$535,000. Offers of $450,000 and
$480,000 were made, but Hind rejected
them. With the stock market crash of 
October 1929, the hope of selling the collection intact faded, and
Hind’s financial position weakened. Following Hind’s death in
Miami on March 1, 1933, the estate executors authorized Phillips
and William C. Kennett, Jr. (Hind’s philatelic secretary) to sell the
collection at unreserved public auction, which was held on Novem-
ber 20-24, 1933.
The first sale catalogue listed 1,653 lots of United States and Con-

federate States stamps and covers. Since photographs of regular
U.S. postage stamps were still banned by law, only the provisionals,
carriers, locals and Confederate States items were photographed.
The Ayer block’s appearance was left to the imagination, based on
the six-line printed description of lot 130:

5c. red-brown, gum, magnificent block of 4, large margins,
brilliant condition. Small triangular cut in stamp No. 3 in mar-
gin, just extending into lower projection of stamp. This is the
only unused block known. ex Fred Ayer and Henry Duveen
collections.

The interesting part of this description is the comment “only un-
used block known,” which indicates that Phillips in 1933 was not
aware of the sheet-margin block later listed in the Gibson inventory,
which is now part of the Brown University collection.
After the Hind sale, the Ayer block

was to become a part of Ward’s domain
for the rest of his life, although it was
not always owned by Ward. It appears
among a phenomenal group of blocks in
the sale of the Wharton Sinkler collec-
tion held by Eugene Klein on May 17,
1940. Klein was probably the nominal
auctioneer, but Ward certainly had con-
trol of the collection formed by Sinkler,
his good client and a member of the
elite circle of wealthy Philadelphian phi-
latelists that also included Gibson. It has
been said that Ward chose Klein to han-
dle the Sinkler sale to avoid any appear-
ance of a conflict of interest, as Ward bid
on items for clients and for himself. Ward mounted the Ayer block
on a spectacular page of 1851-56 Issue blocks when he displayed
his collection at the CIPEX exhibition in 1947.
Soon after Ward died in 1963, the Weills acquired his philatelic

estate and sold the Ayer block to their most important and closely-
guarded client, Benjamin D. Phillips, scion of the T. W. Phillips 
family, owners of a large natural gas and oil company in Butler,
Pennsylvania. Phillips started collecting in 1946, initially with pur-
chases from Colson. Within a few years the Weills had gained
Phillips as a client and helped him build one of the greatest United
States collections ever formed. The Weills purchased the collection
in 1968, around the time Phillips died, for $4.07 million.
The 1969 Rarities of the World sale was graced with the presence

of some stellar items from the Phillips collection. Lot 30 was the
Ayer block, presented with a four-line description that praised it as
a “fabulous rarity” and represented it as one of “two unused blocks
known.” The information about a second unused block must have
come from Ward’s notes. The block is listed in the prices realized as
selling for $16,500.
The offering in the 1969 Rarities sale was probably just a bit too

soon for Walter C. Klein, Louis Grunin or Frederick R. Mayer, who
would become major buyers in the 1970s and 80s—Klein for rare
blocks, Grunin for 1847-69 Issues, and Mayer for his 5¢ 1856 
collection. The Ayer block stayed within the Weills’ orbit until 
Ryohei Ishikawa decided to build an 1847-1869 exhibit collection
to avenge his loss to Grunin at INTERPHIL 1976. Sometime in the
late 1970s, the Weills sold the block to Ishikawa, and it became a
lynchpin in his three-time Grand Prix award winning exhibit.
When the Ishikawa collection was

sold through Christie’s Robson Lowe
in 1993, Mr. Gross was outbid for the
Ayer block by Frederick R. Mayer, a
wealthy Denver businessman, philan-
thropist and patron of the arts, who
specialized in the 5¢ 1856 Imperfo-
rate. When the Mayer collection was
sold at auction through Bennett in
2005, Mr. Gross acquired the block to
ensure that his 1847-1869 exhibit
collection, which placed great em-
phasis on multiples, could not be crit-
icized for missing one of the rarest
and most important blocks of classic
United States philately. ◼

Henry J. Duveen
(1854-1919)

Arthur Hind (1856-1933)

Wharton Sinkler
(1885-1967)

Frederick R. Mayer
(1928-2007)




