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Lot 34

Detail



The William H. Gross Collection
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DESCRIPTION

1¢ Blue, Type Ia (6), Positions 97-99R4, the finest horizontal strip of
three extant, with large bottom sheet margin providing a backdrop to
the key element of each Type Ia stamp—the complete ornamentation
at bottom, including both plumes—intense Plate 4 shade and early 
impression, each stamp neatly cancelled by fancy Star of David cancel,
“Chicopee Mass. May 14” circular datestamp on orange-buff cover to
Miss Frances Olcott in South Windsor, Connecticut

PROVENANCE

Saul Newbury, Siegel Auction Galleries, Part 2, 10/17/1961, Sale 244,
lot 97, to Haas

Marc Haas, Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd. (London), 5/9/1980, lot 19,
to Grunin

Louis Grunin, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, Part One, 3/25/1987, lot 2,
illustrated on catalogue front cover, to Zoellner

Robert Zoellner, Siegel Auction Galleries, 10/8-10/1998, Sale 804, lot 24,
to Hackmey

Joseph Hackmey (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 2010)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Lester G. Brookman, United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, 
Vol. I, fig. 156, p. 114

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Zoellner)

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1998)

CONDITION NOTES

Extremely Fine strip and pristine cover

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Three Stars—Rarity, Beauty and Condition
The comments written for lot 33, the block containing two

of the rare 1¢ 1851 Imperforate Type Ia, Scott 6, are just as
relevant to this extraordinary cover, which bears a strip of
three of the same stamp. Multiples containing Scott 6 are
great rarities, because Type Ia was produced from only 18
of the 20 positions in the bottom row of Plate 4. Statistically,
Type Ia positions represent 9% of all Plate 4 production, 
either imperforate or perforated, and only 1.8% of all 
imperforate stamp production from all plates.

Only one block is known—the original-gum block in lot
33. Frank S. Levi, Jr., recorded seven used strips of three of
the imperforate 1¢ in which all stamps are Type Ia (see 
Bakers’ U.S. Classics, p. 188). There is no larger multiple in
which Type Ia is included.
This strip on cover is widely acknowledged to be the finest

and largest multiple of Scott 6. Its importance is reflected in
the fact that Lester G. Brookman chose to illustrate it in his
three-volume work on United States classic stamps, and it
was the front cover image for the first of three sales of the
Louis Grunin 1851-57 Issue collection sold by Christie’s
Robson Lowe in 1987 and 1988.
A strip of rare 1¢ Type Ia stamps has great significance,

even off cover or used on an ordinary cover. However, this
cover ascends to a stratospheric level of desirability, by virtue
of the strip’s superb condition and the fortuitous use of a
fancy cancellation—the Chicopee Star—to neatly cancel each
stamp.
Saul Newbury (1870-1950), who was regarded as

Chicago’s “Number One” collector during the first half of
the 20th century, owned this cover until his death. From
whom he acquired it is not known. At the 1961 Newbury sale
held by Siegel, it is believed that Marc Haas was the success-
ful bidder, because he is the next owner of record. Nearly
20 years later, the cover was featured in the 1980 Stanley
Gibbons sale of a portion of the Haas collection. It was
bought by Louis Grunin for his collection of 1851-57 Issue
covers, which he exhibited one last time at AMERIPEX in
1986, before consigning it to Christie’s Robson Lowe. At the
first Grunin sale in 1987, Robert Zoellner acquired the cover,
prizing it for the significance of the 1¢ strip. In the 1998
Siegel sale of Zoellner’s collection, Mr. Gross was outbid for
the cover by Joseph Hackmey, but 12 years later, the cover
and the entire Hackmey 1847-1856 collection was acquired
by Mr. Gross in a private sale negotiated after David Feldman
SA had announced the auction for June 29, 2010. ◼

LOT 34°

The finest of the few 1¢ 1851 Imperforate Type Ia used strips in existence, 
on a beautiful cover and cancelled by three strikes of the Star of David fancy
cancellation—all that could be desired of a classic United States cover

ESTIMATE $60,000-80,000




