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HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

A Rarity Among Rarities
The 1¢ Franklin stamps printed from Plate 4 were issued

in April, May and briefly in June 1857, shortly before perfo-
rations were introduced into the stamp production process.
Two 1¢ types listed as major Scott Catalogue numbers

were produced exclusively from Plate 4—Type Ia (6 or 19)
and Type Ic (6b or 19b). With the exception of a couple of
positions on other plates, Plate 4 is also the only plate that
produced imperforate Type III stamps (Scott 8). Type Ia
shows the complete ornamentation at bottom, including the
plumes at bottom left and right. That makes it instantly rec-
ognizable among imperforate 1¢ 1851 stamps.
Plate 4 stamps were issued both imperforate and perfo-

rated, but the relatively smaller production of imperforate
stamps explains the great rarity of imperforate versions of
the types exclusive to Plate 4—Types Ia, Ic and III. Type Ia
stamps were furnished by only 18 of the 200 positions on
Plate 4 (the remaining two bottom-row positions are sub-
type Ic). Therefore, statistically, Type Ia positions represent
9% of all Plate 4 production, either imperforate or perfo-
rated, and only 1.8% of all imperforate stamp production
from all plates.
In unused condition, Scott 6, the Type Ia imperforate, is

extremely rare. Multiples containing the bottom-row Type Ia
positions are also very rare, and almost always come in used
condition. This block with original gum and two Type Ia
stamps at bottom is unique as a multiple, and ranks as one
of the most outstanding classic blocks extant.
When this block was listed in Charles J. Phillips’s 1922

book on the Henry J. Duveen collection and offered in the
1933 Hind sale, it was a block of six, with two additional
stamps at left (Positions 84 and 94). A note from Ward to
Ashbrook explains that the vertical pair was removed be-
cause it was defective. The block was owned by Henry C.
Gibson, Sr., and then was purchased privately by Ward. After
Ward died in 1963 and the Weills purchased his philatelic
estate, the Type Ia block was sold to their most important
client, Benjamin D. Phillips. In 1968 the Weills purchased
the entire Phillips collection for $4.07 million and put the
block into the 1969 Rarities of the World sale, where it is be-
lieved to have been bought by Louis Grunin, its next owner
of record. In the 1976 Harmer sale of a portion of Grunin’s
Grand Prix 1847-1857 collection, Norman Robinson bought
the block as agent for Walter C. Klein, chairman of Bunge
Group, an international agribusiness. At the 1988 Klein sale
through Christie’s Robson Lowe, Robert Zoellner bought
the block, and when the Zoellner collection was sold through
Siegel in 1998, Mr. Gross was the successful bidder. ◼

Scott 6, 1¢ Type Ia, has complete
ornaments at bottom

The William H. Gross Collection
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DESCRIPTION

1¢ Blue, Type IIIa/Ia (8A/6), Positions 85-86/95-96L4, block of four
containing combination of Types Ia (bottom pair) and IIIa (top pair),
original gum, lightly hinged, deep Plate 4 color on bright fresh paper,
large margins including sheet margin at bottom, just barely into top of
upper right stamp

PROVENANCE

Henry J. Duveen (listed in Phillips’s November 1922 book as a block of
six; sold privately to Hind through Phillips)

Arthur Hind, Phillips-Kennett sale, 11/20-24/1933, lot 110 as a block of
six, Positions 84-86/94-96L4—left vertical pair (84/94L) had faults and
was removed after sale (according to Ward)

Henry C. Gibson, Sr. (sold privately to Ward)

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought privately, estate sold to Weills, 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964; 
collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1969 Rarities of the World, 3/25/1969, Sale
350, lot 23, to Grunin

Louis Grunin, H. R. Harmer sale, 12/14-15/1976, lot 2089, to Klein

Walter C. Klein, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 9/27/1988, lot 45,
to Zoellner

Robert Zoellner, Siegel Auction Galleries, 10/8-10/1998, Sale 804, lot 21,
to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

National Philatelic Museum, 1951, p. 358

Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 45

Philip H. Ward, Jr., “United States Early Unused Blocks 1847-1869,” 
1960 Congress Book

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Zoellner)

CONDITION NOTES

Essentially sound block with bottom pair of Scott 6 Extremely Fine;
faint horizontal crease touches top of bottom pair, minute surface scuff
specks barely visible without magnification

LOT 33°

The only recorded block containing the rare 1¢ 1851 Imperforate Type Ia,
Scott 6, from Plate 4—a magnificent classic multiple with original gum, which
has graced the important collections formed by Duveen, Hind, Gibson, Ward,
Phillips, Grunin, Klein and Zoellner

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000




