
UNITED STATES STAMP
TREASURES

90

Lot 32



The William H. Gross Collection

91

DESCRIPTION

1¢ Blue, Types II and IV (7, 9), the complete unused (no gum) pane
of 100 from the right of Plate 1 Late, with “Toppan, Carpenter,
Casilear & Co. BANK NOTE ENGRAVERS. Phila. New York, Boston &
Cincinnati” imprint and “No. 1” plate number at right and interpane
margin and centerline at left, Position 4R is Type II—the only subject
on the plate that was not recut—and the other 99 positions are Type
IV with recut lines at top and/or bottom, the top row includes all of the
former Type I (7R1E) and Ib positions (3, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 9R1E) that
were transformed into Type IV when the plate was reworked, Position
89R is another interesting plate variety with a wide break in the bot-
tom curved line

PROVENANCE

Samuel L. Richey (sold privately)

Mortimer L. Neinken (sold privately to Ishikawa)

Ryohei Ishikawa, Sotheby Parke Bernet sale, 6/24/1980, Sale 46, lot 103

Roland H. Cipolla II, Barry Reiger sale, 4/5/1983, lot 20

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

Stanley B. Ashbrook, The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, 
1938 edition, Vol. 1, p. 141 and fig. 16-Q, p. 143

Mortimer L. Neinken, The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861, 
fig. 11-P, p. 128

CONDITION NOTES

The following faults are insignificant in this unique artifact: two creases
between rows; some stamps are thinned where the pane was appar-
ently stuck down; patched hole in Position 81R, small piece missing
from sheet margin at upper left; stains in three stamps

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Remarkable 1851 Issue Sheet
Complete sheets of early United States stamps are exceed-

ingly rare, because they represent significant unredeemed
value from the time they were valid for postage; and, as
stamp collecting grew in popularity, surviving multiples were
usually cut apart to supply the market for singles and smaller
blocks.
The pane of 100 offered here is the first United States

postage stamp listed in the Scott Catalogue that exists as a
complete sheet. It comes from the period when stamps were
imperforate. Since it was printed from Plate 1 (in the Late
state), there are very few plates that could precede it. For the
record, in the distant past we have offered two panes of the
3¢ 1851 from plates that have slightly earlier documented
dates of use (both Scott 11A).
In its early state, before 199 of the 200 subjects were

recut, there was no imprint on Plate 1. At the time of rework-
ing the plate, the Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. imprint
with the plate number (“No. 1”) was added at the sides,
which makes this the first plate number in United States
stamp production.
In his 1938 two-volume work on the 1¢ 1851-60 stamps,

Stanley B. Ashbrook showed a photograph of this pane 
(figure 16-Q, page 143) and made special mention of its 
importance (page 141):

Mr. Samuel W. Richey of Cincinnati possesses what is
the finest of all Type IV pieces, a block of 100 including
the 4R1L, being a sheet of 100 of the entire right pane,
showing not only the whole Imprint at the right but
the Center Line as well.

The Plate 1 Late pane was later acquired by Mortimer L.
Neinken, who at one point owned both this and the 1¢ 1851
pane from Plate 2 (ex Hind). In the early 1970s, Neinken
sold a group of large multiples to Ryohei Ishikawa, who was
actively building his collection of 1¢ 1851-60 Issues with an
eye toward winning the Grand Prix National at INTERPHIL
in 1976. When he lost to Louis Grunin’s 1847-1869 Classics
exhibit, Ishikawa set out to form his own 1847-1869 exhibit
and in 1980 sold his 1¢ collection through Sotheby Parke
Bernet’s stamp division, then managed by Andrew Levitt.
After the Plate 1 and 2 panes were offered in the June 24,

1980, Sotheby’s auction, the Plate 1 pane was acquired by
Roland Cipolla for his specialized 1¢ exhibit collection, but
the Plate 2 pane, containing the rare Position 99R2 Type III,
was cut apart, destroying what had long been regarded as
one of the most important pieces in classic philately. Its 
decimation left the Plate 1 pane as the last 1¢ 1851 Issue
pane extant. ◼

LOT 32°

The unique pane of the 1¢ 1851 Issue—the first Scott-listed postage stamp
that exists in a complete sheet

ESTIMATE $50,000-75,000

Detail of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. imprint at right




