
UNITED STATES STAMP
TREASURES

82

Lot 28 (two items)

Digital reconstruction of 
left and right bisects shows

they come from the same stamp



The William H. Gross Collection

83

DESCRIPTION

10¢ Black, Vertical Half Used as 5¢ (2b), the left and right halves of
the same stamp, each with ample margins at side and bottom, just in at
top, well tied across cuts by red square grid cancels, matching “New-
York Feb 25” (1851) circular datestamps; left half on blue folded letter
datelined “New York Feby 24th 1851” to Joseph Winn at gas company of-
fice in Salem, Massachusetts; right half on blue folded cover to Edward
Walcott at gas company office in Providence, Rhode Island, receipt
docketing “James J. Scott, Feby 24/51”; both mailed on the same day by
the same sender, James J. Scott, who cut one 10¢ stamp in half and
used each bisect to pay the 5¢ rate to different recipients

PROVENANCE

Winn letter—Siegel Auction Galleries, 9/26-28/1972, Sale 417, lot 839,
to Haas

Walcott cover—John McKnight Storrow; Col. Edward H. R. Green
(Storrow collection), Harmer, Rooke sale, 5/26-28/1943, lot 70

Both covers together (reunited by Marc Haas):

Marc Haas, Richard C. Frajola, 1/25/1986, Sale 25, lot 769

Dr. Leonard Kapiloff, Siegel Auction Galleries, 6/9/1992, Sale 743, 
lot 157, to Boker

John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 8587-8588
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/1847-cover-census/

Hugh J. and J. David Baker, Bakers’ U.S. Classics, p. 173

Richard B. Graham, “Great Stamps Make Greater Covers,” American 
Philatelist, October 1977

Elizabeth C. Pope, “Reunion,” Chronicle 80, November 1973, pp 196-197

Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 25

CERTIFICATION

Walcott cover—The Philatelic Foundation (1966)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine covers with vertical file folds clear of bisects

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

Two Halves are Reunited after 122 Years
In New York City on February 24, 1851, two days before

he was to embark on the Cunarder Africa, James J. Scott, a
salesman for a gas coal company, cut apart a 10¢ 1847 stamp
and placed each half on separate letters he wrote to different
addressees. Scott was making a sales pitch to companies in
New England, suggesting they should buy his coal, which he
assured them was a better and less expensive product.
Almost 122 years later, in the fall of 1972, in the same city

where Scott wrote his letters, the Siegel firm held an auction
of covers. Lot 839 in Sale 417 was an item new to the market:
a complete letter addressed to Joseph Winn in Salem, Mas-
sachusetts, with a vertical bisect of the 10¢ 1847. It had been
discovered in a building that was being cleared for demoli-
tion. One of the workers pulled a few hundred covers from
the garbage heap and brought them home to show his wife,
who was a stamp collector. She suspected that this particular
item might have significant value, so the couple sent it down
to Siegel for auction. They needed a new car, and this one
item would pay for it.
John D. Pope III, a patent attorney and collector in the

St. Louis suburb of Webster Groves, noticed the bisect cover
in the Siegel auction cata-
logue and alerted his
friend, Marc Haas, that he
was certain the left half on
the letter was the mate to
the right half on a cover
that Haas owned. Con-
vinced this was true, Haas
bid for the lot—as an enor-
mously wealthy investor, he
had the means to match his
determination, and he won
the bidding. After the auc-
tion, Haas took possession
of the letter to Winn and
placed it next to his cover to Walcott. At that moment, the
long-separated halves of the same stamp were reunited.
Haas eventually sold his matching 1847 bisect covers.

They became part of Dr. Leonard Kapiloff ’s Grand Prix 
collection of 1847s, and when the Siegel firm sold the collec-
tion in 1992, the covers were bought by John R. Boker, Jr.
The Boker 1847 collection was sold privately in 1994 to

Andrew Levitt and Harry Hagendorf (of Columbian Stamp
Company). Almost immediately, they negotiated the sale of
the collection to Mr. Gross through the Shreves. ◼

LOT 28°

These extraordinary covers with 10¢ 1847 vertical bisects were mailed on
the same day in 1851 by the same man to different addressees, using the left
and right halves of the same stamp—122 years later they were reunited, and
today they still remain the only recorded matching 1847 bisects

ESTIMATE $50,000-75,000

Marc Haas (1908-1990)




