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Lot 22

Lot 23



The William H. Gross Collection
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DESCRIPTION
5¢ Red Brown (1), large margins, pre-printing paper fold, tied by red
square grid cancel, matching “New-York Sep. 9” (circa 1848) circular
datestamp ties Bouton’s City Dispatch Post, New York, N.Y., 2¢ Black
on Gray Blue, Dots in Corners (18L2), two large margins, slightly in at
right and bottom, also tied by “PAID/BOUTON” two-line handstamp,
second strike at top center of rebacked front to New Rochelle, N.Y.

PROVENANCE
Philip H. Ward, Jr., Siegel Auction Galleries, 4/1/1965, Sale 285, lot 725
Ryohei Ishikawa (sold privately)
John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 7655

CONDITION NOTES
Fine appearance; skillfully restored by adding backflaps

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Zachary Taylor “Rough and Ready” Stamps
The only United States stamps to depict a presidential

candidate are the “Rough and Ready” designs issued by
Bouton’s City Dispatch Post and its successor firm, Swarts
City Dispatch Post, which operated local mail services in New
York City. The design is a profile portrait of Zachary Taylor,
the Whig Party candidate in the 1848 election, with the cam-
paign slogan “Rough and Ready.” The earliest examples of
the stamps are dated shortly before Taylor’s nomination on
June 7, 1848.
Bouton created the first design—one with leaf ornaments

in the corners (Scott 18L1) and the other with dots in the
corners (18L2). When Bouton sold out to Aaron Swarts in
January 1849, Swarts continued to use Bouton’s stamps until
he could have his own printed. For a brief period, the name
“Swarts” was written in pen across some of the Bouton
stamps used under Swarts’s ownership (136L13).

LOT 22°

One of eight covers or fronts with 1847s used
with the Bouton’s “Rough & Ready” stamp

ESTIMATE $2,000-3,000

DESCRIPTION
10¢ Black (2), large margins to full at bottom, tied by red square grid
cancel, matching “New-York Aug. 1” (1849) circular datestamp, used
with Swarts City Dispatch Post, New York, N.Y., (2¢) Black on Gray
Blue (136L7), full margins, tied by “PAID” handstamp on greenish
folded letter datelined “New York 28 July 1849”, addressed to
Drakestown, New Jersey, receipt docketing at left

PROVENANCE
John R. Boker, Jr. (collection sold privately to William H. Gross, 1994)

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
USPCS census no. 8230

CERTIFICATION
The Philatelic Foundation (certificate 161558 no longer accompanies)

CONDITION NOTES
Very Fine; Swarts stamp has a horizontal crease and small tear at top

LOT 23

The only recorded 10¢ 1847 cover with the
Swarts “Rough & Ready” stamp

ESTIMATE $15,000-20,000

1848 election broad-
side with an image of
Whig candidate
Zachary Taylor,
which appears to be
the basis for the
Bouton and Swarts
stamps

By June 1849, after Taylor took office, Swarts was selling
his own “Rough and Ready” stamps, modified by changing
the name and deleting the “2 Cents” denomination, giving
him flexibility to charge a different rate if necessary. Swarts
had his stamps printed in a variety of colors on different col-
ored paper. Even after President Taylor died in July 1850,
after only sixteen months in office, Swarts continued to sell
his stamps. Over the life of the “Rough and Ready” issues,
Taylor was a presidential candidate, president-elect, sitting
president, and finally a deceased president.
The 1847 Issue stamps were in circulation when the

“Rough and Ready” stamps were issued. Since local service
to carry a letter to the post office cost an additional 2¢ and
the public had their choice of local posts to use (or whether
to use stamps at all), the combination of an 1847 stamp and
one of the Bouton or Swarts stamps on cover is extremely
rare. Our records and the USPCS census have a total of 17
different covers, including three front panels. There are 14
5¢ combinations (6 Bouton, 8 Swarts) and three 10¢ combi-
nations (two Bouton, one Swarts).
Lot 23 is the only recorded 10¢ 1847 Swarts combination

cover. It is postmarked August 1, 1849, during Taylor’s term
in office. The 5¢ combination with a Bouton stamp offered
in lot 22 is dated September 8, circa 1848, when Taylor was
a candidate. They represent one of the most remarkable
philatelic stories in American history. ◼




