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DESCRIPTION
5¢ Red Brown (1), Positions 21-24/31-34/41-44/51-54R—block of 
sixteen (four by four) from the first four columns of the third through
sixth rows of the right pane—original gum, mostly full to large mar-
gins except slightly in at places, bright shade on fresh paper

PROVENANCE
James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford (bought privately;
estate sold to Nassau Stamp Co. in 1915)

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman (bought from Nassau Stamp Co. and sold
privately to Ward in 1931)

Philip H. Ward, Jr. (bought privately, estate sold to Weills in 1963)

Benjamin D. Phillips (bought from Weills out of Ward estate, 1964; 
collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Ryohei Ishikawa (bought privately from Weills, circa 1977), Christie’s
Robson Lowe sale, 9/28-29/1993, lot 4, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES
Dr. Stanley M. Bierman, “Philip H. Ward, Jr.: An Aristocrat of Philately,”
Chronicle 124, November 1984

Lester G. Brookman, The 1847 Issue of United States Stamps, 1942,
fig. 23-24, pp. 24-25

— United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Vol. I, fig. 28-29,
pp. 30-31

William H. Gross, “Plating the 5¢ 1847 Block of 16,” Chronicle 210, 
May 2006

David Lidman, Treasury of Stamps, fig. 64, p. 52

John N. Luff, The Postage Stamps of the United States, reprint, p. 49

Jonathan W. Rose, Classic United States Imperforate Stamps, p. 9

Philip H. Ward, Jr., Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, 1935, Vol. 69, p. 265

— “United States Early Unused Blocks 1847-1869,” 1960 Congress
Book, p. 51

National Philatelic Museum, 1956, Vol. III, No. 1, pp. 106, 111

London International Stamp Exhibition 1923 (Ackerman)

TIPEX 1936 exhibition (Ward)

ANPHILEX 1971 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

INTERPHIL 1976 “Aristocrats of Philately” (Weill)

ANPHILEX 1996 Invited Exhibits (Gross)

Collectors Club of New York “Aristocrats of United States Philately” 
exhibit, December 2000 (Gross)

World Stamp Show 2016 Court of Honor (Gross)

CONDITION NOTES
Fine-Very Fine appearance; light creases, one stamp small sealed inter-
nal tear, two others thins

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The First Federal Postage Stamps
One day before James K. Polk’s inauguration as the 

nation’s eleventh President, Congress passed the Post Office
Reform Act of March 3, 1845, which greatly simplified and
reduced postal rates, effective July
1, 1845. The Act was signed by Pres-
ident John Tyler on his last day in
office, which left the task of imple-
menting the reform measures in the
hands of Polk’s new postmaster 
general, Cave Johnson (1793-1866).
Johnson, a Democratic congressman
from Tennessee since 1829, had
been among the opponents of the
Cheap Postage movement, arguing
that such a drastic reduction in
postage rates would financially crip-
ple the postal system and increase the risk of privatization.
Now, as postmaster general in President Polk’s cabinet, John-
son was responsible for making sure the nation’s postal sys-
tem provided the same level of service, despite the reduction
of rates and the significant curtailment of franking privileges
and transportation subsidies.

The profound changes in the na-
tion’s postal system effected by the
1845 Post Office Reform Act set the
stage for the introduction of adhe-
sive stamps to prepay postage. The
concept had been successfully im-
plemented by Great Britain in 1840
and proposed in Congress by Sena-
tor Daniel Webster in the same year,
but authorization to issue stamps
was withheld by Congress until
March 3, 1847.

During the two-year period from 1845 to 1847, the only
stamps available for postage were Postmasters’ Provisionals,
which were issued by individual postmasters and valid only
at the issuing post office. The use of provisional stamps in
New York City was carefully observed by Postmaster General
Johnson and paved the way for the 1847 General Issue.
The 1847 Issue—the first stamps authorized by Congress

for general use—demonstrated the public’s acceptance of ad-
hesive stamps on a national scale. They also helped to en-
courage the prepayment of postage, rather than sending
mail collect on delivery, a practice that brought greater effi-
ciency and economy to the postal system. Even now, 171
years after the 1847 Issue was placed on sale, affixing a
stamp to an envelope is the most convenient and practical
way to send a letter by mail.

LOT 13°

The famous Lord Crawford block of sixteen of the 5¢ 1847 Issue—the largest
multiple seen and one of the most renowned items in United States philately

ESTIMATE $200,000-300,000

President John Tyler

Cave Johnson, PMG

continued on next page
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1845 Reduced Rates and Simplified Postage (But No Stamps)
The Act of March 3, 1845 (28th Congress, 2nd Session), is titled

“An Act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit use and correct the
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention of frauds on
the revenues of the Post Office Department.” The new rates are
stated in Chapter 43, Section 1:

For every single letter, in manuscript, or paper of any kind by
or upon which information shall be asked for or communi-
cated in writing, or by marks and signs, conveyed in the mail,
for any distance under 300 miles, five cents; and for any dis-
tance over 300 miles, ten cents: and for a double letter there
shall be charged double these rates; and for a treble letter, tre-
ble these rates; and for a quadruple letter, quadruple these
rates; and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce
in weight shall be deemed a single letter, and every additional
weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of less than half
an ounce, shall be charged with an additional single postage.

In simple terms, the Act created two letter rates: 5¢ per half
ounce for distances up to 300 miles (and 5¢ for each additional half
ounce); and 10¢ per half ounce for any distance over 300 miles
within the United States. By comparison, the old rates were based
on five distance parameters and multiplied by the number of pages
in a letter. The under-300 and over-300 miles distance provision
was considered essential, because of the country’s size and the costs
of transporting mail. The 5¢ under-300 miles rate would pay to
send a half-ounce letter from New York City to the major East Coast
cities of Boston, Philadelphia or Baltimore (but not between Boston
and Philadelphia or Baltimore). The distance between post offices
was calculated by postal route, not “as the crow flies.” For this rea-
son, a letter might require the higher over-300 miles rate, even
though the origin and destination were less than 300 miles apart.
For example, someone in New York City sending a letter to
Rochester in upstate New York — 250 miles by direct line — had to
pay the 10¢ over-300 miles rate, because the standard railroad maps
listed the distance by rail as 413 miles.
The original Senate bill (S. 46, December 19, 1844) and subse-

quent versions debated in the House and Senate contained different
rate calculations, including multi-tiered distance parameters and
rate progressions per sheet of paper or quarter-ounce weight incre-
ments. The bill was amended on January 16, 1845, to set the dis-
tance limit to 100 miles. Finally, on March 1, 1845, the Senate voted
37 to 7 in favor of changing the distance limit to 300 miles. (The
various bills and Senate reports can be found online at
memory.loc.gov).
Unlike the British Uniform Penny Post system, the U.S. Post Of-

fice Reform Act did not create an incentive to prepay postage. In
other words, the 1845 rates for prepaid and collect mail were the
same. Mail was marked “Paid” at the post office of origin if prepaid,
or simply rated for postage to be collected from the addressee. The
old problems arising from unpaid mail were not remedied by the
1845 reforms, and the introduction of a prepayment incentive (or
non-payment penalty) was delayed until 1851. The absence of a pre-
payment incentive and reliance on a distance calculation were rela-
tively minor shortfalls compared to the Act’s most glaring omission
— the absence of language authorizing the postmaster general to
issue postage stamps. This was really an inexplicable failure on the
part of Congress to embrace one of the essential elements of Great
Britain’s postal reform.
George Plitt, who was sent to Great Britain and Europe in 1839

to survey and report on the British postal system, recommended
adopting postage stamps in his 1840 report to Postmaster General
Kendall. Senator Webster stood before Congress in June 1840 with
British stamps in hand, proposing that the Post Office issue its own

stamps as part of a postal reform measure. Stamps had been issued
by the government carrier department in New York City since 1842
and by private local posts in the intervening years. Several of the
rival Independent Mail firms issued stamps in 1844 and 1845,
which were enthusiastically used by patrons. Yet, despite the proven
success of postage stamps in the private and public sectors over a
five-year period, Congress did not have the vision to authorize
stamps in 1845.
Ironically, an earlier version of the Senate bill authorized the

postmaster general to issue “free stamps or envelopes” to members
of Congress and territorial delegates as a substitute for the franking
privilege. This provision was dropped in a Senate vote on January
30, 1845, and on February 6 the terms were changed to “franks or
free envelopes.” Ultimately, the Act modified the franking proce-
dure and dropped any reference to stamps, except for this enig-
matic anti-counterfeiting provision in Chapter 69, Section 5:

That if any person or persons shall forge or counterfeit, or
shall utter or use knowingly, any counterfeit stamp of the Post
Office Department of the United States issued by authority of
this act, or by any other act of Congress, within the United
States, or the post office stamp of any foreign Government,
he shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and, on conviction
thereof in any court having jurisdiction of the same, shall un-
dergo a confinement at hard labor for any length of time not
less than two years, nor more than ten, at the discretion of the
court.

This part of the Act of 1845 relates to foreign mails. The anti-
counterfeiting provision hints at the possibility adhesive stamps
were contemplated, but it is difficult to reconcile that interpretation
with the omission of language authorizing stamps from any other
act of Congress until 1847.

Congress Finally Authorizes Stamps
The Act of March 3, 1847 (29th Congress, 2nd Session) author-

ized the postmaster general to issue stamps (Ch. 63, Sec. 11):

That, to facilitate the transportation of letters in the mail, the
Postmaster-General be authorized to prepare postage stamps,
which, when attached to any letter or packet, shall be evidence
of the payment of the postage chargeable on such letter...

Designs for 5¢ Franklin and 10¢ Washington stamps were sub-
mitted on March 20, 1847, by the New York firm of Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch & Edson to the assistant postmaster general. The let-
ters accompanying the hand-drawn essays were reproduced in an
article by Thomas Lera (“In the National Postal Museum: Cave
Johnson, Postmaster General 1845-1849”, Collectors Club Philatelist,
May-June 2011). They are also available at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Postal Museum website (www.arago.si.edu).
The RWH&E March 20th letter indicates that, at an earlier point

of the design process, Postmaster General Cave Johnson had sug-
gested the 5¢ stamp should portray fellow Tennessean and Demo-
crat, the late President Andrew Jackson, who had died two years
earlier in June 1845. When RWH&E sent the essays, they wrote:

In accordance with your [Assistant PMG’s] suggestion, we
have substituted the Head of Franklin for that of Gen. Jack-
son, which our Mr. Rawdon was requested to use by the Post-
master General; should the P.M.G. still desire the Head of
Jackson, it can be used.

The portraits of Benjamin Franklin and George Washington
used for the 5¢ Brown and 10¢ Black designs, respectively, can be
traced to existing works of art. The Franklin portrait is based on a
painting by Joseph S. Duplessis. The engraving is believed to have
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been made by Asher B. Du-
rand from a miniature now
located in the Museum of Art
in Philadelphia. The Wash-
ington vignette is based on
the iconic portrait painted by
Gilbert Stuart and copied
many times. Both master
dies used by RWH&E were
probably acquired from Du-
rand, Perkins & Co. after
that firm was dissolved in
1831. Detailed information
concerning the printing con-
tract and design origins,
compiled by Dr. Clarence
Brazer and Dr. Julian Blan-
chard, can be found in The

Essay-Proof Journal No. 14 (April 1947) and subsequently repeated
in other publications.
Once the designs were approved, RWH&E made the dies and

two steel plates of 200 subjects each, arranged in side-by-side panes
of 100. The block of sixteen offered in this sale comes from the right
pane.
The first supplies of 600,000 5¢ and 200,000 10¢ stamps were

delivered to the Third Assistant Postmaster General John Marron
in New York City on June 29, 1847. On July 1 Marron turned over
60,000 5¢ and 20,000 10¢ stamps to the New York City post office,
and they were placed on sale that day. Over the two-year period the
1847 Issue was valid, approximately 4.4 million 5¢ and 1.05 million
10¢ stamps were printed in five printings. Of these, approximately
3.7 million 5¢ and 892,000 10¢ stamps were issued. The remainders
on hand in 1851 were destroyed.

The Lord Crawford Block
The block of sixteen has been known for more than a century as

the Lord Crawford block, in tribute to its first publicly known
owner, James Ludovic Lindsay, the 26th Earl of Crawford and one
of the great collectors of stamps,
essays, proofs and philatelic lit-
erature. Lord Crawford showed
parts of his United States collec-
tion in special exhibitions held in
the United States in 1905 and at
the 1906 International Philatelic
Exhibition in London. Lord
Crawford died on January 31,
1914, and his estate executors
eventually agreed to sell the en-
tire United States collection for
$60,000 to John A. Klemann of
the Nassau Stamp Company.
Klemann reported his acqui-

sition of the Earl of Crawford’s
collection in the November 1915
edition of The Philatelic Gazette,
noting that the collection had
still not reached America. It
must be remembered that ocean
transportation was the only
means available to convey the collection between continents, and
the German U-boat campaign in 1915 threatened merchant vessels,
even those flying neutral flags. 
Despite the dangers lurking in the North Atlantic waters, the 47

albums and seven portfolios were carried back to America, where
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eager collectors were waiting to
be offered gems from the famous
Earl of Crawford collection. The
block was probably snapped up
by Ernest R. Ackerman, a New
Jersey state senator and U.S. Con-
gress representative from the
same state. Ackerman formed
outstanding collections of United
States proofs, stamps and covers,
as well as important collections of
British Guiana and Spain.
The Ackerman collection was

sold privately and through auc-
tions before and after his death in
1931. The block is reported to
have been sold by Ackerman to
Philip H. Ward, Jr., for $1,699.
He exhibited the 5¢ block at the TIPEX international exhibition in
New York City in 1936. After Ward acquired the 10¢ 1847 “Bible”
block from the Henry C. Gibson, Sr., collection (the block offered
in this sale), these two pieces became Ward’s most prized items.

James Ludovic Lindsay
The 26th Earl of Crawford

Ward at center showing page with the Lord Crawford block

Benjamin Franklin portrait
by Joseph S. Duplessis

Rep. Ernest R. Ackerman
(1863-1931)

After Ward’s estate was acquired by Raymond and Roger Weill
in 1963, they sold the block for $19,740 to their most important
client, Benjamin D. Phillips, whose identity was a closely held Weill
secret until the 1990s. The block became a cornerstone of Phillips’s
United States collection, one of the greatest ever formed, which the
Weills purchased in 1968 for $4.07 million.
Between 1968 and 1976 the 5¢ 1847 Lord Crawford block (and

the 10¢ Bible block) remained in the Weills’ domain, and not much
is known about transactions during that period. However, shortly
after Ryohei Ishikawa lost in competition with Louis Grunin at 
INTERPHIL in 1976, Ishikawa set out to form a Grand Prix award-
winning exhibit of United States 1847-1869 issues. In a private sale
negotiated with the Weills, Ishikawa purchased the two blocks as
pillars of the exhibit collection that eventually won Grand Prix
awards in three classes: International at WIPA 1981 (Vienna), 
National at AMERIPEX 1986 (Chicago), and d’Honneur at CAPEX
1987 (Toronto).
At the 1993 Christie’s sale of Ishikawa’s collection, Mr. Gross was

the winning bidder on the two 1847 blocks, early successes in an
auction that marked Mr. Gross’s first major foray in the market. ◼




