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The William H. Gross Collection
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DESCRIPTION

5¢ Black on Gray Lilac, 20¢ Black on Gray Lilac (11X4, 11X6), two
5¢ stamps, both Position 5—the only 5¢ denomination on the plate
used to print stamps on Gray Lilac paper—ample margins except at
bottom of one and left of the other, used with 20¢ Position 3, three
large margins, slightly into frameline at left, intense impressions on
fresh paper, probably an early printing from the altered plate (earliest
documented use is dated February 27, 1846), without manuscript can-
cel, tied solely by a single bold strike of the vivid red “St. Louis Mo.
Apr. 10” (1846) circular datestamp, matching “PAID” handstamp and
manuscript “30” triple 10¢ rate on fresh blue folded letter datelined
“Banking House of Wm. Nisbet & Co., St. Louis 9th April 1846” to 
Charnley & Whelen in Philadelphia

PROVENANCE

Charnley & Whelen correspondence, H. R. Harmer sale, 12/13/1948, 
lot 37

Siegel Auction Galleries, 1966 Rarities of the World, 2/24/1966, Sale
296, lot 20

Benjamin D. Phillips (collection sold privately to Weills, 1968)

Edward Grombacher (bought and sold privately through Weills)

Weill Brothers’ Stock, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale, 10/12/1989, lot 654,
to Middendorf

Hon. J. William Middendorf II, Christie’s Robson Lowe sale,
9/25/1991, lot 65

Dr. Charles E. Test, “Concord” Collection, 1994 Rarities of the World,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 5/19/1994, Sale 759, lot 19, to William H. Gross

CENSUS, LITERATURE AND EXHIBITION REFERENCES

USPCS census no. 21174
https://www.uspcs.org/resource-center/censuses/postmasters-provision-
als-cover-census/

L. N. Williams, Encyclopaedia of Rare and Famous Stamps, Vol. I, p. 316

CERTIFICATION

The Philatelic Foundation (1989)

CONDITION NOTES

Very Fine and pristine cover with light horizontal file fold; middle
stamp (5¢) has a negligible small corner crease ending in a tiny tear

“WEILL” backstamp

HISTORY AND COMMENTARY

The Rare 5¢ Printing on Gray Lilac Paper
The “Bears” were printed from an engraved copper plate

comprising six subjects arranged in two vertical rows of
three. The original plate was made by a local engraver, J. M.
Kershaw, and it was altered twice. The states of the plate (1,
2 and 3) roughly correspond to the papers used (Greenish,
Gray Lilac and Bluish Pelure), so philatelists say there were
three printings (First, Second and Third).
On Plate 1 there were three 5¢ subjects in the vertical row

at left (we refer to the positions on the sheet, which are mir-
rored on the plate) and three 10¢ subjects at right. To fill the
need for 20¢ stamps, the denominations on two of the 5¢
subjects (Positions 1 and 3) were burnished out and reen-
graved with “20,” creating Plate 2. After some time the two
5¢ values were restored by burnishing out the “20” and
reengraving “5,” which is Plate 3. The three 10¢ subjects
were untouched throughout the alterations.
Since only one of the six subjects on the plate used to

print stamps on Gray Lilac paper was a 5¢ value, the 5¢ on
Gray Lilac is an extremely rare stamp—perhaps even rarer
than the 20¢ on Gray Lilac. Before printing stamps on
Pelure paper, the plate was modified again by burnishing out
each “20” and engraving the old “5” denomination. At the
time of this second alteration, a large ball was engraved in-
side the end curl of the “5” on Position 5. Therefore, the 5¢
on Gray Lilac paper can be distinguished from a Pelure
stamp by the absence of the enlarged ball in the “5.”
We record three intact covers with the 5¢ on Gray Lilac:
1   Single with corner sheet margins, tied by pen, Dec. (?)
datestamp on cover to Bunn, Springfield Ill., ex Boker

2   Two singles, tied by pen cancels, May 8 datestamp on
cover to Charnley & Whelen, Philadelphia

3   Two singles with 20¢, tied by Apr. 10 datestamp on
cover to Charnley & Whelen, Philadelphia, the cover
offered in this sale

At one time there was a cover with four single 5¢ stamps
(USPCS census no. 21198), including two on Gray Lilac and
two on Greenish paper, but the stamps have since been re-
moved from the cover and sold individually. A front address
panel without flaps is listed as USPCS census no. 21168, and
there is a piece with the 5¢ in a se-tenant strip with two 20¢
stamps, last sold by Siegel in Sale 947 (lot 8).
Of the three intact 5¢ Gray Lilac covers, clearly this mul-

tiple franking with the 20¢ ranks at the top in importance.
The total Scott Catalogue value for the three stamps off
cover is $170,000.00. ◼

LOT 12°

The only recorded cover with this combination of the 5¢ and 20¢ St. Louis
“Bears” postmaster’s provisional stamps and the most outstanding of the
three covers known with the extremely rare 5¢ on Gray Lilac paper—truly
one of the greatest Postmasters’ Provisional covers

ESTIMATE $75,000-100,000




