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Greig’s 1842 3c Black on Grayish (40L1) complete sheet of 42, one of five recorded sheets. (501EX)
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MORNING SESSION (LOTS 501-648)
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2010, AT 10:30 A.M.

THE BEGINNING OF ADHESIVE POSTAGE
IN THE UNITED STATES
CITY DESPATCH POST, NEW YORK, N.Y., 1842-52 ISSUES
LOT 501°—THE “NEW AMSTERDAM” COLLECTION

T

HE CITY DESPATCH POST WAS ESTABLISHED IN

New York City in February 1842. According to an
account published in 1894 and provided by Charles
Windsor, the post was founded by his father, Henry Thomas
Windsor, a London merchant who at the tme was living in
Hoboken, New Jersey. Inspired by Rowland Hill’s postal
reforms in Great Britain, Windsor and his friend,
Alexander M. Greig, started operating the City Despatch
Post during the first week of February 1842, in time for the
busy Valentine season. Greig was advertised as the post’s
“agent,” and his name is usually used alone by historians
and philatelists when referring to the post’s proprietor.
The City Despatch Post was operated as a private lettercarrying firm briefly from February to August 1842. During
this time, it introduced significant conveniences and
services, such as letter boxes placed throughout the city;
three daily mail deliveries for three cents per letter (postage
could be prepaid or collected from the addressee); the use
of “Free” stamps, the first adhesive stamps issued in the
Western Hemisphere (with a discount for bulk purchase);
Alexander M. Greig pictured in a
free service for newspaper editors; delivery of large parcels
contemporary carte-de-visite. (501EX)
and registration of valuable letters.
In August 1842 Greig’s City Despatch Post was acquired by the United States Post Office
Department and re-established as a government carrier department on August 16. The U.S.
City Despatch Post served New York City’s population until November 1846, when its assets
were sold to a letter carrier named Abraham Mead, who re-named it the Post Office City
Despatch. Mead and his successors ran the local post from 1846 until it vanished in 1852.
Over the 10-year lifespan of the City
Despatch Post, it produced a philatelic
legacy of “firsts” and a treasure trove of
fascinating artifacts. A large number of
extraordinary City Despatch Post
stamps and covers, including many of
the finest and most important pieces,
have been gathered together in the
“New Amsterdam” collection. The Siegel
firm will offer the entire collection as a
unit. The following pages illustrate
some of the collection’s highlights in a
narrative of the history of the City
Despatch Post from 1842 to 1852.
Greig’s 3c stamp (40L1) tied by “FREE” cancel on an embossed
cover carried during the 1842 Valentine season. (501EX)
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Greig’s 3c Black on Grayish (40L1) on a letter carried to the post office and
sent free by United States mail to the Simsbury Conn. postmaster. (501EX)

The 3-cent stamp issued by Greig’s City Despatch Post in 1842 was the first adhesive stamp
issued in the Western Hemisphere. It followed Great Britain’s Penny Black and Two-Pence
Blue by a mere 21 months and predated the U.S. 1845 Postmaster’s Provisionals and 1847
General Issues by three and five years, respectively. The first City Despatch Post stamps were
printed from a metal plate of 42 subjects. Five complete sheets of 42 survive, one of which is
contained in the “New Amsterdam” collection (ex Caspary, Lilly, Boker, Klein, Golden and
Gordon N. John). The stamp was used primarily on letters addressed within New York City
limits, but in a few rare cases the stamp paid for delivery to the post office, from which point
the letter entered the regular U.S. mail. One of these “to the mails” covers is shown above.
After the Post Office Department acquired the City Despatch Post in August 1842 and reestablished it as a carrier department, Greig’s stamps were honored in payment of the carrier
fee. Examples of Greig’s stamp used for carrier service, as evidenced by the “U.S.” markings,
are listed in Scott as 6LB1. Only nineteen 6LB1 covers are recorded (Lyons census), two of
which are present in the “New Amsterdam” collection (shown below).

Two of the nineteen recorded
covers with Greig’s 3c Black
stamp accepted for payment of
U.S. carrier fee after takeover
by government in August
1842. The cover above is
postmarked Aug. 20 (1842),
before the new “United States
City Despatch Post” issue was
available. (BOTH 501EX)
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The first U.S. City Despatch Post issues of 1842 on unsurfaced paper, 3c Black on Rose (6LB2) and
3c Black on Light Blue (6LB3). The extremely rare Rose stamp is only known in unused condition and is
believed to be a trial printing. The unused pair of the Light Blue stamp is one of two recorded multiples,
both unused pairs. (BOTH ABOVE 501EX)

Shortly after the post was re-established as a government carrier department, stamps with
the inscription “United States City Despatch Post” were printed from a new plate of 50 subjects
(two panes of 25). Except for the wording, the old and new stamps were identical. The first
printing from the new plate was made on unsurfaced colored paper (that is, paper without
the enamel coating used for later printings). A few copies are known on Rose paper (6LB2),
but all of these are unused and probably come from a trial printing (the collection contains
two examples, one of which is shown above). The earliest used stamps from the new plate are
on Light Blue unsurfaced paper (6LB3). The 6LB3 stamps are scarce in used condition and
very rare unused. Only two multiples are recorded, both unused, one of which is contained in
the “New Amsterdam” collection (shown above).
The 3c carrier stamp paid the 2c carrier fee and 1c drop-letter postage, which was required
on intra-city mail. The stamp was used less frequently on letters carried to the post office for
transmission to another office. Outstanding covers showing both types of use are represented
in the “New Amsterdam” collection (two examples are shown below).

Examples of the 3c Black on Unsurfaced Light Blue (6LB3) used on covers. The cover at top is addressed to a
local street address. The cover below was carried to the post office by the carrier department and sent by mail to
Boston—the notation “Postage 19” and “Paid” handstamp indicate that the sender used the stamp for carrier
service and prepaid the 183⁄4c postage. (BOTH 501EX)
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Block of twelve 3c Black on Blue Glazed Paper
(6LB5b) with original gum, Positions 8-10/1315/18-20/23-25L—the only recorded block of
any U.S. City Despatch Post issue. (501EX)

The use of an enamel-coated paper (“glazed”)
for the U.S. City Despatch Post stamps evidently
started at the end of 1842, based on covers dated
in late November and early December of that year.
With the exception of one recorded stamp on Pink
glazed paper and a few unusual “Apple Green”
shades, the coloring of the typical glazed paper
progresses from Green to Bluish Green to Bright
Blue. These are the most common of the various
City Despatch Post issues, but multiples are rare,
and the only recorded block of any kind is the
original-gum block of twelve on Blue Glazed paper
(6LB5), ex Hawkins, Caspary, Lilly, Hall and
Gordon N. John, which is shown at left and now
reposes in the “New Amsterdam” collection.
The U.S. City Despatch Post carrier department
served a large and prospering New York City from
1842 until its discontinuance in 1846. Many covers
date from this period of the post’s operation, and
the “New Amsterdam” collection contains a variety
of attractive and unusual examples. Of particular
interest are the covers carried to the post office
and sent by mail to other offices. Two representative examples of “to the mails” carrier covers are
shown below. A remarkable “from the mails” cover
from France to New York City is shown on the
opposite page.

Examples of U.S. City Despatch
Post 3c Black on Glazed Paper
stamp used to pay carrier fee to
the post office on letters to
Philadelphia and Charleston, with
12 1⁄2 c and 18 3 ⁄4 c postage rates.
(BOTH 501EX)
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U.S. City Despatch Post 3c used to pay carrier fee on a letter sent by mail
from Paris, France, to Prime, Ward & King in New York City, who
forwarded the letter to Mrs. Prime at 18 Bond Street. (501EX)

The 1845 postal reforms which created the new under
and over-300 miles rates of 5c and 10c also increased the
drop-letter rate from one to two cents (a drop letter is one
that enters a post office, but is not transmitted to another
office in order to reach the addressee). The U.S. City
Despatch Post 3c rate included 2c for the carrier fee and 1c
for the drop-letter postage. However, on July 1, 1845, the
cost of a carrier letter rose to 4c. The higher rate made the
U.S. City Despatch Post uncompetitive with local posts
such as Boyd’s, and by November 1846 it was no longer
considered viable, causing the New York City postmaster to
close it down and sell off the assets and good will.

The July 1845 postal reforms
created a new 5c and 10c rate
structure for inter-city mail and
raised the drop-letter rate from
1c to 2c. These changes led to
the creation of the world’s first
overprinted stamp, the “2” cents
on 3c U.S. City Despatch Post
(6LB7), of which four examples
are recorded. After July 1, 1845,
U.S. City Despatch Post covers
sent by mail to other cities have
rate markings indicating 5c or
10c postage. The cover at right
was sent to Tallahassee, Florida.
(BOTH 501EX)
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The second period of private ownership of the City Despatch Post began on
November 30, 1846, and continued until
its unceremonious demise in 1852. The
first proprietor of the post was a former
government letter carrier named
Abraham Mead, who advertised the
reconstituted business as the Post Office
City Despatch. Mead acquired the old
Greig plate of 42 and had it reworked by
Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, a New York
engraving and printing firm. RW&H
burnished out the word “THREE” from
each subject and reengraved “TWO” in its
place, creating a 2c stamp that conformed
to the local post rate of 2c per letter (the
drop-letter postage was not mandatory
on mail carried by private firms). Mead’s
new stamps were printed on brilliant
Green Glazed paper and delivered by
RW&H in early December 1846.
Mead stayed involved for the 1847
Valentine season and then sold out by Mead’s 2c Black on Green Glazed stamp (40L2) from the
March 1847. An example of a beautiful modified Greig plate, used on a Valentine cover during the
1847 Valentine season when Mead still operated
Valentine carried by the Post Office City February
the Post Office City Despatch local post. (501EX)
Despatch under Mead’s ownership is
shown at right. The new owners were two experienced letter carriers named Alfred H.
Cummings and Robert Wright. They continued to operate the post without interruption and
sold the Green stamps. Cummings & Wright also used the Greig/Mead modified 2c plate to
print more stamps on Pink Glazed paper, and they accepted their own Cummings City Post
stamps for prepayment of the Post Office City Despatch rate.

Examples of Mead’s 2c Black on Green stamp (40L2) used after the Post Office City Despatch was taken over by
Alfred H. Cummings and Robert Wright. The letter at top, which originated in Scotland, has the double strike of
“Free” cancel, a postmarking pattern seen only after the Cummings & Wright takeover. The stamp at right has
the manuscript “Cummings & Wright” overprint. The Cummings adhesive (55L3) is used on cover with Post
Office City Despatch markings. (ALL 501EX)
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The rare 2c Black on Pink Glazed (40L3) was printed in 1847 sometime during
the Cummings & Wright ownership of the Post Office City Despatch. The finest
recorded example is on the cover shown at left (detail of stamp superimposed).
The use of black ink for the “Free” cancel might indicate transfer of ownership
to Charles Cole in October-November 1847. (BOTH 501EX)

The transfer of ownership of the Post Office City Despatch from Cummings & Wright to a
man named Charles Cole probably occurred sometime in October or November 1847, the
point when black ink for the “Free” cancel comes into use. Examples of the rare Pink Glazed
stamp (40L3) cancelled in black are featured in the collection and shown above.
Charles Cole made a third major modication to the Greig/Mead plate. Still working with the
same piece of metal that started life in 1842 and had served three prior owners (Greig, Mead
and Cummings & Wright), Cole had his initials “CC” incised into each of the 42 subjects. The
modified “CC” plate was then used to print stamps on four kinds of paper: an unsurfaced
Grayish White paper (40L5), and glazed paper in Green (40L4), Vermilion (40L6) and Buff
(40L8). The “CC” stamps were issued and used from January 1848 through early 1852.
The “New Amsterdam” collection is the largest holding of these scarce to rare issues ever
formed. It could only have been achieved after the dispersal of the Boker, Middendorf,
Kapiloff, Schwartz, Golden, Hall and Kuphal collections, since virtually all known examples
were tied up in those collections for decades. The “New Amsterdam” collection was used as
the basis for the successful plate reconstruction documented in The City Despatch Post 18421852 Issues: A Study of America’s First and Most Versatile Stamp-Producing Plate (Scott R. Trepel,
Siegel Auction Galleries, 2003).

The second modification of the original Greig plate was made no later than January 1848 by Charles Cole, who
had his initials “CC” punched or hand-etched into each of the 42 subjects. The “CC” stamps were printed on
Green Glazed, Grayish (Unsurfaced), Vermilion Glazed and Buff Glazed papers from 1848 to 1852. (ALL 501EX)
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Cole’s 2c “CC” stamp on Grayish paper
(40L5) showing use of “Paid” marking
on two covers. The Aug. 1848 cover to
another city (above) has the “Paid”
crossed out by the post office. Starting
in Sep. 1848 the post used the “Paid”
on local mail only, probably due to
complaints from postal officials. The
cover at left is marked “Paid” for local
delivery. (BOTH 501EX)

Two of the finest known covers with the “CC” on Grayish stamp (40L5) are shown above
and illustrate an interesting conflict between the Post Office City Despatch and the New York
Post Office. The August 26 (1848) cover at top is a “to the mails” use of the post with the
company’s “Paid” handstamp crossed out by the New York Post Office, because the 5c U.S.
postage was not prepaid. The stamp on the locally-addressed cover dated September 2 (1848)
is tied by the “Paid” cancel. Beginning in September 1848, the Post Office City Despatch
stopped using the “Paid” handstamp on mail brought to the post office, probably by order of
the New York postmaster, who may have received complaints about the word “Paid” appearing on letters which had no prepaid U.S. postage. From September 1848 on, only city-delivery
covers have the “Paid” handstamp, as the covers shown above and below demonstrate.

2c “CC” on Vermilion (40L6) on an October 1848 folded letter to New York Postmaster
Robert H. Morris, regarding two lost letters to Scotland which contained money (501EX).
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Some of the “CC” stamps (only on Grayish paper) were initialled with the
letter “C” in two different styles (simple and elaborate, shown at left). Eight
examples of the Manuscript “C” stamp are recorded on covers, including the
cover shown above, which is addressed to City Hall and has the large Cole
double-circle datestamp. (ALL 501EX)

An interesting feature of the Cole “CC” stamps is the presence of a manuscript “C” initial on some copies of the Grayish
40L5 and its plate varieties. The initial is not found on any of
the stamps on colored glazed paper, although use of the
initialled stamps overlaps with glazed-paper stamp use. The
initial “C” was apparently intended to serve as a control mark, since it was applied to the
stamps before sale and use. Two varieties exist: a small simple “C” written at the bottom of the
stamp between “Two” and “Cents”, and a larger more elaborate “C” written on the center of
the stamp. Examples of either control mark are rare. The “New Amsterdam” collection
contains four of the eight recorded covers, in addition to unused and used examples.
Starting in mid to late 1849, the Post Office City Despatch apparently underwent further
management or operational changes, based on the return of postmarking patterns from the
Cummings & Wright era and the exclusive use of manuscript cancellations on letters carried
to the mails. Based on the surviving covers, it appears as if the post was split into two operations. It also seems that an eighteen-month hiatus in service occurred between June 1850
and late 1851. When the post reactivated—in late 1851 or early 1852—it was apparently a
mere shell of its former self.
The January 1852 cover (ex
Knapp and Hall, shown at
left) with the finest known
example of the “CC” stamp
on Buff (40L8) is one of the
few pieces of evidence extant
proving that the post was
still functioning in 1852.

The finest known example of the
2c Black on Buff Glazed, “CC”
(40L8)
on
or
off
cover,
used on a January 1852 letter to
Philadelphia. (501EX)
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Seven different positions along the perimeter of the plate show the Hand-Etched “C” at Left variety, which
apparently was created when an effort was made to inscribe the letter “C” on the metal plate with an etching tool.
Examples of the Hand-Etched “C” at Left variety are rare on any of the four papers, but the Vermilion and Buff
papers are the rarest. (ALL 501EX)

The modification of the Greig/Mead plate by Cole was an exercise in amateur engraving.
While Mead had Rawdon, Wright & Hatch rework the plate and print his stamps, Cole
undoubtedly sought a cheaper method to put his “CC” initials on each stamp. The result was
an aesthetic failure, but it was also the source of an array of varieties for future philatelists.
The first effort to put the “CC” initials on the plate was a failed attempt to inscribe the
letters into the metal using a hand-etching tool. The letter “C” was etched once in each of
seven positions around the perimeter of the plate with very poor results. Based on its crooked
appearance, the Scott Catalogue lists the Hand-Etched “C” at Left positions as the “‘C’ at Left
Sideways” variety on the four different papers (40L4b, 40L5b, 40L6b and 40L8b). All of them
are rare, with the Vermilion and Buff papers qualifying as extremely rare. The “New
Amsterdam” collection contains the largest number of the Hand-Etched “C” at Left stamps
ever assembled in one collection.
Another major rarity to come from the modified Cole plate is the so-called “Inverted ‘C’ at
Right,” which was produced by Position 36, the last stamp at right in the sixth row. The righthand “C” is actually not inverted, but is a mirror image from a right-reading engraved letter
on the plate. In this one place, a different “C” letter punch instrument was used, which had
the wrong orientation. Two examples are in the “New Amsterdam” collection: one on Green
(40L4a) and another on Buff (40L8a).

One position on the plate (Position 36) furnished the so-called “Inverted C at Right” variety. In fact, the “C” was
punched with a different tool that created a right-reading engraved “C” on the plate, which in turn printed a
mirror-image “C” on the stamp. Very few examples of this variety are recorded, including the two shown above
on Green and Buff papers (40L4a and 40L8a). (BOTH 501EX)
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Examples of the Hand-Etched “C” at Left variety on covers carried to the post office: Green (40L4b) to
Portchester N.Y.; Grayish (40L5b) to New Haven Conn.; and Vermilion (40L6b) to Farmington Me. (ALL 501EX).
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Hand-Etched “C” at Left variety on Green paper (40L4b) used
on June 27, 1850, folded letter to Germany. This is the only
recorded Post Office City Despatch cover addressed to a foreign
country. (501EX)

Big Pupil plate variety on Green paper (40L4) used on December 12, 1849, cover to
Springfield Mass. When the “CC” initials were punched into the plate, Positions 5 and 6
were retouched by enlarging Washington’s eye, creating the peculiar Big Pupil variety.
Very few examples are recorded. (501EX)
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The “New Amsterdam” collection is mounted on pages to fit neatly into four standard
exhibit frames. A summary of items follows.
Greig’s City Despatch Post, 3c Black on Grayish (40L1)
• Complete sheet of 42, ex Caspary, Lilly, Boker, Klein, Golden and Gordon N. John
• Unused pair, four unused blocks of four, unused block of eight, superb used single
• February 1842 folded letter with Type I circular datestamp showing inverted “N.Y.”
• Sheet-margin single on locally-addressed cover and single on February 1842 Valentine cover
• Two covers carried to the post office and sent by U.S. mail to other offices (one marked “f” for free)
• Collateral items including letters to Alexander M. Greig from his employees and CDV portrait
U.S. City Despatch Post Carrier Use of Greig’s 3c Black on Grayish (6LB1)
• Two covers dated Aug. 20 (ex Middendorf, Kapiloff) and Dec. 2, 1842 (ex Pope, Kapiloff, Kuphal)
U.S. City Despatch Post, 3c Black on Unsurfaced Paper (6LB2, 6LB3)
• Two unused examples of Rose (6LB2), one without usual thin spots (light soiling, ex Ferrary and Hall)
• Unused pair of Light Blue (6LB3), one of two recorded, ex Caspary and Hall
• Two unused singles and three used singles of Light Blue (6LB3)
• Eight covers with Light Blue (6LB3), including one carried to the mails
U.S. City Despatch Post, 3c Black on Glazed Paper (6LB5 and varieties)
• 6LB5b block of 12, original gum, only recorded block, ex Hawkins, Caspary, Lilly, Hall, Gordon N. John
• 6LB5d variety on “Apple Green” paper (with P.F. certificate as the color variety)
• 6LB5 shades—eight off cover and eleven on covers, including forwarded use from France and six to the mails
U.S. City Despatch Post, “2” Overprint on 3c Black on Glazed Paper (6LB7)
• Single off cover, one of four recorded examples, ex Grunin
Post Office City Despatch Under Mead’s Ownership
• November 30, 1846, circular datestamp on stampless cover, first day of Mead’s operation
• 2c Black on Green Glazed (40L2) on five covers during Mead’s ownership, including illustrated Valentine
Post Office City Despatch Under Cummings & Wright Ownership
• 2c Black on Green Glazed (40L2) on two covers dated Mar. 12 and May 25, 1847 with double-struck “Free”
• “Cummings & Wright” manuscript overprint on 40L2, ex Patton and Golden, and “C&R” initials on 40L2
• Cummings City Post 55L3 on cover with Post Office City Despatch markings
• 2c Black on Pink Glazed (40L3) finest known example on cover and a single, both cancelled in black
• Cummings City Post on Pink paper for comparison
Post Office City Despatch Under Cole’s Ownership, 2c with “CC” Initials (40L4, 40L5, 40L6, 40L8)
• Green Glazed (40L4) with original gum and another unused
• Grayish (40L5), three used off cover, one cancelled in red
• Vermilion (40L6) off cover
• Green Glazed (40L4), three on covers carried to the mails
• Green Glazed (40L4), two covers with Positions 5 and 6, Big Pupil variety
• Grayish (40L5), four on covers including two carried to the mails
• Grayish with Manuscript “C” Initial (40L5c), unused and used singles
• Grayish with Manuscript “C” Initial (40L5c), Feb. 13, 1848 Valentine cover, earliest use of Grayish paper
• Grayish with Manuscript “C” Initial (40L5c), three on covers, including two to the mails
• Vermilion (40L6), seven on covers, including one to the mails (very rare for the Vermilion)
• Inverted “C” at Right on Green (40L4a) and Buff (40L8a), both extremely rare, ex Cunliffe
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Grayish with Manuscript “C” Initial (40L5d)
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Vermilion (40L6b), Aug. 31 (1848) cds, earliest use of Vermilion paper
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Buff (40L8b), the only recorded example, ex Caspary
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Green (40L4b), on cover dated Jan. 27, 1848, earliest use of “CC” stamps
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Green (40L4b), five on covers, including two with left “C” missing (40L4c)
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Grayish (40L5b), two on covers to the mails
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Vermilion (40L6b), on cover to the mails (very rare use of Vermilion)
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Green (40L4) on cover to Germany, only recorded use to a foreign country
• Hand-Etched “C” at Left on Buff (40L8), finest known example, on Jan. 28, 1852 cover

The quality of the collection is generally quite high, especially considering the usual cracking and flaws associated with stamps printed enamel-coated paper. Many items have recent
P.F. certificates and virtually all have pedigrees from major collections of the past, including
Chapman, Mason, Knapp, Caspary, Lilly, Boker, Middendorf, Schwartz, Golden, Hall and
Kuphal. Every item would qualify as an individual lot in auction, but together they form a
collection of the greatest importance. A complete set of color copies is available as a PDF file
on our website at siegelauctions.com or by mail.
E. $200,000-300,000
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