1838
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
SHIP . LETTER

FRANCE TO U.S.- Port Paye MarKs.
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Aug. 22, 1838. Letter received
at Paris wzth French Internal
postage prepaid, 6 decimes as per

'rench mark, Port Paye,
showing postage paid (French
Internal) only to the port

of embarkation.

black mms. "6" on reverse.
fQV CD
\ §
Oct. 10, 1838. New Vork Oct. 10, 1838,

Port of Entry, SHIP letter

subject to U.5. internal post-
age plus 2¢ Ship Letter charge.

Vork transit.

HAVRE -SECOND LINE:
Packet gShipErie,
Capt. Funk, sailed
from Havre Aug. 24,
1838, arrived New
York Qctober 9.



1838

SHIP LETTERS

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANCE TO U.S.
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4VP‘§’ French Post Paid marking,
prepaid Ship Letter.
Aug. 24, 1838,
Maritime marking at
LeHavre,
Letter rated (U.S.) at prevailing
A=Y, i

inland rate plus 2¢.
A‘/ .

[Z S H] ?ﬁt Act of April 9, 1816,

O.:JT 80-150 miles.ssaesssisee 1?%
1 CJ C‘.’hip Let‘t’er Gharge R EEE)
' Mms. rate note, U.R. 1414
Oct. 10, 1838. HAVRE -SECOND LINE (John J. Boyd):
New Vork receipt.

Ship Erie, Capt. Funk
Havre Aug.24,1838
York October 9,

, Sailed tfrom
, arrived New
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1840

TRAFSATLANT@UMAH.
FRANCE TO . U.5. = SHIP LETTER

OLD LINE § ip Louis Phtl:gg Captam John
Castoff, sailed from Havre June 8,1840,arr-

ived N.Y. July 25
Louis Philippe , 794 tons,was a Mexican War

__transport.

rated at N Y. to New Orleans,

June 2, 1840.
Letter s't.ed at
Cette, France with .

- French Inland post-
age paid, 16 decimes
as calouiated on
back of letter.

PE

French "Port Paye"
mark, meaning post- |
age paid to Port of
Embarkation.

June 5 1840.

~ June 7. llarine

| Bureau stamp at
Havre where letter
was put aboard ship
for New Vork.

July 26. Letter

27¢ due, Inland over 400 mi.
rat.e 25¢ plus 2¢ Ship Letter‘JJ

TANM GIde
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1847

SHIP LETTERS
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

FRANCE TO U.S.

Ship letters addressed to the port of arrival were
rated at 6¢ per letter during the period May 1, 1816 to

Feb. 26, 1861.

b i |

el Yicaiienr

Ay 2

From Liverpook

Letter deposited at Paris Nov. 14, 1847 by forward-
ing agent, John Monroe & Co.,

\ ey
er dleamer
F Liverpoo AT TR
- - 4 - -— r -1- - / I ; ~
Forwarding Agent's private -
stamp for routing. Letter went )
under separate cover to L'pool, Roston Ship rate mark for
letter addressed for delivery

IIII_--_I'-_.l--_-l-—'-'__rx-l'_——-_-—- 3
i Forwarding at port of arrival.

agents used the cheapest .route.

CUNARD LINE: Royal Mail Steamer Britannia left Liverpool
Nov.19,1847, arrived al Boston Dec.8,1847



FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

1842

SHIP LETTERS

OQUTRE- MER—-LE HAVRE

April 20, 1842,

to captain of ship Irma (mms. top center),
"via Havre",

Letter written at Havana, Cuba and handed

Sender noted route

May 23, 1842,
T.etter cleared
Havre and
agsessed 19
decimes as a
ship letter.

AT O
| MAI )
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May 26, 1842,
Receipt back-
stamp at
Bordeaux,



1847

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRENCH SHIP LETTERS

In addition to Transatlantic Mail carried by British,
French and American packets, letters could be handed to any

ship captain headed toward France,
was handed to the postmaster at the Port of Entry.

80 handled were designated "Ship Letters",

Upon arrival, the mail
Letters

This letter was written 15 January 1847 at Puerto
Cabello, .Venezuela, and marked "per Fernand",.

French charge mark
(in Medieval French
script) indicating
4 decimes due from
recipient,

Mar.2,1847.
Letter hand-
ed in at
Pauillac,
France, small
town near
Bordeaux.
"OUTRE=MER"
indicates
overseas mail,

Mar.10,'47.
Bordeaux
receipt mark,
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1848

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANCO-BRITISH EXCHANGE MARKS
St.Pilerre, Mavtinique - Framce via British Packet

Trom 1846-1855 we see the "COLONIES/&c ART. 13" mark
applied at London to indicate British handling of the mails.
The International Agreement under which French mails were
conveyed allowed a credit to Britain for such service, and
the ART, 13 refers to the column under which the 1etter should
be listed. Other "Articles" such as 12, 18, etc. carried
different charges and were entered into the approprlate col-
umns «

llarch 18, 1848,
Letter posted
id per
"steamer" at

St. Plerre.

COLONJES
&ec ARTI3

April 24,1848,
London transit
backstamp and
Exchange mark
(see ahove)
applied at
T.ondon.

April 26, 1848, Illantes
receipt backstamp.

TAN O35,y
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Britannia , Il th ReTurn_Voijqe
U.S. to Franc.Pre—T‘reatq Letter

June 29, 1842. A letter posted at Bath, Maine. It was paid at the
Act of 1825 inland rate, Bath to Boston, at 12%¢ for a single letter con-
veyed 80 to 150 miles. As no treaties existed in 1842, postage could not
be paid any farther. Letter is endorsed: Per Steamer Brittania (sic),
via Boston.

July 2. R.M.S. Britannia of the Cunard Line departed from Boston for
Liverpool via Halifax. Britannia was detained at Halifax for 36 hours
by fog. :

; July 16. Britannia arrived at
/ . X Liverpool.

[ Y | July 17. Transit backstamp at Lon-
- ' W, don. Letter was stamped "Packet Letter"
/i '_' ; ' iy to verify charges. France was debited
one shilling (1/-), eguivalent to 12
/i;/\*- J . French decimes.

July 18. PFrench entry mark showing mail from Eng-
/ land entering France at Calais.

4 July 20. LeHavre arrival backstamp. The recipient was charged

= 12 decimes packet postage plus the French inland rate, Calais to
Havre, for a letter over 7% grams, but not over 10 grams and
conveyed 161-220 kilometers at 14 decimes, total 26 dec. (260
centimes). This collect amount is shown in the medieval script
used by the French post office at this time.




1842

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

PACKET LETTER -Preconvention letier
| U.S. 1o France bu, British Packet

/”T‘ N
f?z ocs) | PackelLetler
1842/

October 3, 1842. Transit backstamp
at London. Letter there marked with the
orange-red "Packet Letter", Robertson

Sept. 16, 184L2. Letter - P.5. This seems to have ’ﬁ’ée{n a Foreign
posted at New York "Per Branch stamp usually found on letters to
Steamer", As no treaty the Continent which have come to England
existed, it was paid by British packet and explained the com-
only to dockside. putation of charges according to packet

rates, here 2 shillings.

e ' W T

2BNEEN _ _gsﬂ__ S | . _
[ TSN Cet. 5. French 78 N Cctober 6, 1842.
| QCT o) entry mark showing ) Nantes resceipt back-
\ ) QCT
\ Nz’ / mail from England 1ayn / | stamp.

LA entering at Calais. N LA N.B.:R.M.S. Caledonia

T cleared Boston
Sept.17.1842 for L'pool.

TAI &l
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
CUNARD LINE R.M.S.Britannia l4¢hRetourn Voyage
U.S.to Fro.ncc—:.Prc-'-'lreo.‘hi Letter

December 30, 1842. A letter posted at Bath, Maine. It was paid at
the Act of 1825 rate inland, Bath to Boston, at 12%¢ for a single letter
conveyed 80 to 150 miles. As no treaty with France existed in 1842, the
U.S. postage had to be paid to the port of embarkation of the English
steamers. Letter is endorsed: Per Steamer Brittania (sic) via Boston.

January 1, 1843. R.M.S. Britannia of the Cunard line departed from
Boston for Liverpool via Halifax on her 14th return voyage.

January 15. Britannia arrived at
Liverpool.

January 16. Transit backstamp at
\ London. Letter was stamped "Packet
; - Letter" to verify charges. France was
T debited one shilling (1/- smudged ink
note U.R.,) equivalent to 12 French decimes.

January 17. French entry mark showing mail
from England entering France at Calais.

January 18. Havre arrival backstamp. The recipient was charged 12
decimes Packet postage plus the French inland rate, Calais to Havre for
a letter over 7% grams, but not over 10 grams conveyed 161-220 kilometers
at 9 dec., total 21 dec., shown un manuscript. There was evidentally

some leeway interpreting these French internal rates as a similar 1842
cover shows 26 dec. collect.
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U.5.TO FRANCE VIA BRITAIN. PRE-TREATY LETTER
COLONIES &c. ART. 12 maﬂﬂﬁq R.M.S. Acadia

Britain and France exchanged mail under the provisions of Articla LIT
of the Anglo-French Treaty of 3 April 1843; France paid England 3sh.4d.
(40 decimes) per ounce bulk of letters handled.

Letters from the .S. forwarded to France were stamped in the British
Post Office with the notation COLONIES/&c. ART 12, referring to the
accounting article number from 31 March 1844 until 1 January 1846 when
it became ART 13.

)
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April 27, 1844. Letter datelined at Bath, Maine. It was carried out
of the post to Boston as no U.S. charges or markings are shown. It was
handed directly to the purser of the Cunard Line's R.M.S. Acadia.

May 1. Acadia departed from Boston for Liverpool on her 19th return
voyage.

1) May 15. Acadia arrived at Liverpool.
A 4 France was debited with one shilling
f//gf/" packet postage. This was an overcharge

4 // as the Anglo-French Treaty called for a
S charge of 40 decimes per ounce or 10 dec.
S/ (or 10d. sterling) per %-oz. This is a
7 single letter of %-oz. or 7% grams.

g

Nz
L

i W

May 17. French entry mark, mail from England
entering France at Calais.

May 18. LeHavre arrival backstamp. France ignored
the one shilling (12 decimes) British debit and charged
the 10 dec. packet charge plus 5 dec. French inland =
15 dec. due. Possible error on the part of the British
// was that the previous Packet Letter charge had been one

shilling. At the time this letter was processed the
10d. charge had been in effect less than 2 months.
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NEW ORLEANS TO FRANCE VIA BOSTON
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Cambria

e W e //Z,W/m Voo
2
#rze.
f
A RO B August 5, 1845. A letter
R o R || G to Paris posted at New Orleans
> A UG w)\ _ WKy 1\ and paid at the U.S. Domestic
| rq < 2 |

-~ _ el < I [ ‘ | rate of 10¢, Rate of 1845,
] \ K ; 1] over 300 miles, New Orleans
P 2/ < Y & to Boston. This paid the
' 1,0 letter only to the port of
embarkation, Boston.,

August 16. R.M.S. Cambria of the Cunard Line departed from Boston.

p— e —— August 28. Cambria arrived at TLiverpool,
"7 ! London transit backstamp August 29. The Lon-
Rae don "tray" mark charged France at the bulk rate
[ 1L.| of 3sh.4d. per ounce of Franch mail handled by
. Britain. The British Transit was 16 centimes +
British Packet 84 cent. = 100 centimes per %-oz.
The 100 cent. x 4 = 400 centimes per ounce or the equivalent of
40 decimes (also equivalent to 3sh.4d.)

August 31. French entry at Boulogne. France rated the letter
at 1 franc plus the inland postage. Boulogne to Paris is about
200 kilometers; rate per 7.5 grams was 50 centimes, 10 grams was
80c. and 15 grams 100 cent (1 franc). Here rated as 15 grams
at 100 centimes + 100 cent. Treaty = 200 centimes = 20 decimes,
that amount shown as "20" in manuscript.
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Qc::t. 31, 184540
I.ettser endorsed: ...
- Steamer Via Beatﬁp:
~and paid 10¢ for ©
" the Act of ‘Mar,'45
"U.S. Inland rate,
_single going over .
-}00 mi- to Bﬂat@n»-
2 ;--I;ettar w&n’é by dris

r.. ;50. ﬁ‘éhen"aﬁm Wk Bhow"mg ma:ii from m;ian
"entering at Boulogne, 2's show mark struck at Paris. Fi"ﬁ'ﬁcs
- ':Llscte& 10 d.eeiuaaﬁ (Britiﬂh 1.rmit f.harse) # French inland
OO ST N O B - : Exepbiride nat& Boulogne. «to Guebwiller.. ..
-tatal 19 dec.( (II!BBu
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l T TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
. U.S.TO FRANCE VIA BRITAIN- PRE-TREATY LETTER
COLONIES/&c. ART. [2 marking  RMS.Hibernia

" Britain and France exchanged mail under the provisions of Article
LII of the Anglo-French Treaty of 3 April 1843; France paid Britain
%shilid. (40d.) per ounce for letters handled.

Letters rrom the U.S. forwarded to France were stamped by the
British Post Office with the notation COLONIES/&c ART 12, referring
to the asccounting article number from 31 March 1844 until 1 Jan.
| 1846, after which time it became ART 13. - \

Qctober 31, 1845. Pre-treaty mail directed to France from the
United States could only be paid to the port of sailing as the
British and French charges were handled under the Angloe-French
Treaty (see above.) Here a double rate (#-1 oz.), Act of Merch 3,
1845, 5¢ x 2 = 10¢ paid in cash for a letter going under 300 miles,
New York to Boston. 10¢ is restated in the red crayon mark "10".

Nov, 1. R.M.S. Hibernia, Cunard Line, departed this date from
Boston for Liverpool.

Nov, 14, Hibernia arrived at Liver-
pool 2nd mail processed at London where

i 8 VR - - it received the Nov, 15 London backstamp
IT"E c t'> COLONJIE & and on the face the seldom seen ART 12
{ID NO accounting mark,

I\I\ 1 G b= &rﬁ A 'I" [ ?‘) g . .
1S9 : o Nov, 15, French entry mark showing

SN’ mail from England entering France at

7 Boulogne-sur-Mer, The small 2's indicate mark struck

H,=;g 3 at Paris. Collect rate of 38 decimes, equivalent to
[ (Wi 1 3/2d, sterling, with credit to Britain of 25 dec.

) %/ (2sh./1d.)

n“i.f\»-\)



Boston and hand-

Transit at London.

showing letter

Colonies and

: ——
1846 ,

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S.TO FRANCE VIA BRITAIN- PRE-TREATY LETTER

COLONIES &c. ART. I3 mavkings

At the time the U.S.-British treaty was signed on 15 Dec.1848,
all mail between the U.S. and France, via England, was exchanged
under provisions of Article LII of the Anglo-French Treaty of 3
April 1843, France paid Britein 3sh.4d. (40d.) per ounce for
letters handled.

Jan. 25, 1846. |
Letter headed at

led by a ship out

YR |
I5FE IS

| 846 |

COLONIES] =1

|&eART13 |

Feb. 15, 1846.

Accounting mark-
ing at London

was entered in
letter-bill
under column
headed COLONIES/
&c. ART.13, i.e.,
letters from

countries beyond
the sea. This
mark first used =

!
|
|
|

1 Jan.1846, Prior H e |
to that, proper Feb. 18, 1846. TFrench entry mark at Boulogne (Noel
column was headed 374) struck at Paris indicating mail incoming from
ART, 12. England., France collected 10 decimes + her own inland
of 5 d. for a total of 15 decimes (mms. on face). The
pRer decime was held equal to 1d sterling, and as this was |
18 \& a oz, letter, Britain was entitled to + of 40d (see
NG EVR) above) or 10d sterling. The 1light mms. mark on the
~q%,:dé letter back shows this credit.
|

RM.S.Hibernia departed Boston Feb.1, arrived L'pool. Feb.14,1846,

TAY U470
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FRANCE TO U. S. VIA BRITAIN=- PRE-TREATY LETTER
Cunard Line RM. S Cambria

éﬁf/éf 1?25;?4H?ﬁ5#?:42%¢2d4cc, g e S
2 CoX Y A
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April 10, 1846. This letter to the U.S., posted at Marseilles,
could only be part paid, which payment included French internal post-
age and British transit and packet.. It was struck with both the
"P.D." and "P.P." markings, the latter (Port Payee) in error. The
prepayment carried the letter to the U.S. port of entry only. End-
orsed: p. Cunard steamer.

This letter weighed 14 grams, per the manuscript notation at
upper left. Manuscript notations on the reverse show the rating
breakdown (see next page.)
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FRANCE TO U.S. Via BRIT
Cunard Line

2

COPY

AIN- PRE-TREATY LETTER
R.M.S, Cambria

The rating breakdown in France,
shown on the reverse was:

10 =

10 decimes (10d. sterling)
for British transit and
packet (credit to Britain).

22 = 22 decimes, French internal
rate for a letter conveyed
751-900 kilometers, Mars-

eilles to Calais, weighing

10-15 grams.

10 =
‘ 32 =

British charges

32 decimes, total prepayment
in France.

..-'"‘?--H
AP s\
\_(.:;(/’;

April 15. Transit "tombstone"

mark at London.

April 16. Liverpool packet
Letter marking. R.M.S. Cambria
departed from Liverpool on April
19 for Boston via Halifax.

_,z",l‘, -3 &

-'f F
\,ﬂ
May 5. Cambria arrived at Bos-
ton. As there was no postal

treaty between the U.S. and
France, this letter was received
as a Ship Letter (faint strike on
face) at 6¢ for a Ship Tetter
addressed to the port of arrival.
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FRANCE TO U.S. V\A BRITA]N - PRE TREATY LETTER
B‘r:'[':sh_ Po.ckc:f . e T RN IS G ambric.

| Mail prlon to the U.S.-French Treaty could ohly be part paid
the British transit and French internal postage being prepaid: or
‘collect 1n France, and the U. S Inland b21ng the same in the U‘S

Nov. 29, 1846, |
Double letter (&=
i-0z.) noted "2"
in U.L. corner
paid in France
to ineclude all
French and Brit-
ish charges.,
Manuscript "15"
on reverse shows |
15 decimes, equi- | &#*
valent to 15d. B
sterling (or 1/3
d.) had been pzid.

Circular Paris receiving mark shows two small C's indicating the
Bureaux de Quartier de Paris, »

=1 Dec, .1. London transit mark of
A PN : the Foreign Department showing the

/{C-'$ <N broken:arc-circle., ' Transit same
: | i day at Liverpool,
el '
\ ,l Decs 4o R.M.S. Cambria departed
\Teas ! this date for Boston from L'pool via
B e Halifax.

Dec. 16. Recorded arrival date of Cambria at Boston. Letter was
sent on to N,Y, where it was rated at the Act of Mar. 3, 1845 rate
for a %-o0z. letter going inland not over 300 miles + 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 7¢ due as shown in blue manuseript.




1847
U.S. TO FRANCE VIA BRITAIN- PRE-TREATY LETTER
COLONIES &c. ART I3 markings R.M.S.Caledonia




1847

U.S.TO FRANCE VIA BRITAIN, PRE-TREATY LETTER
COLONIES 8c. ART. 13 markings R.M.S. Caledonia

Mail via Britain to France prior to 15 Dec. 1848 was exchanged
‘under provisions of Artiele LITI of the Anglo-French Treaty of 3
April 1843, France peid Britain 3%sh.4d, (40 decimes) per ounce
for letters handled.
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November 5, 1847. Prices Current headed "For the Caledonia,
from Boston, November 16,

Letter was directionally endorsed "Boston Steamer 16th Nov."
and paid 10¢ for the U.S. Act of March 1845 rate for a single
letter going over 300 miles, New Orleans to Boston. TLetter went
by rail.

November 16. R.M.S. Caledonia, Cunard Line, sailed from Boston
to Liverpool on schedule on her 3%5th return voyage.

November 30. London transit backstamp.
Caledonia had arrived at Liverpool the same
, day. Accountancy mark at London showing letter
j was entered on the letter-bill under COLONIES/
L Arr S - &c ART. 13 and subject to the 4O decimes per
st ounce British transit charge. This mark was in
effect 1 Jan. 1846. Prior to that it was ART 12.

FOMNTE December 2. French entry mark

> 2Tt Z at Boulogne struck at Paris indlcating
e ART 18] mail incoming from England., France

L =1 collected 10 decimes per #+-o0z, letter to
pay British transit (see above) + her

. 7 MR own inland of 9 dec. for a total of 19
2, 7 r) decimes due (manuscript note on face).
/ (DEE
: ‘Cﬁf3% , Dec. L4, Guebwiller receipt backstamp,

: N - - A town in the Alsace region of France
274 =T B3 (Haut Rhin).




- at L'pool, transit

I849 ’

HAVANA TO PARIS VIA NEW YORK AND BOSTON |
S5, Crescent Cif Y . Ch.n.qres to N.Y. via Havana , J.Howard & Son

R.M.S. Caledonia ,Boston to Liverpool ConardLline |
FORWARDING AGENT -DANIEL CURTIS, JR ., New York |

July 21, 1849. Letter datelined at Havana
and sent in a bundle of 1etters to a New York
forwarder.

July 29, Arrived at N.Y, steamer Crescent
City, Stoddart, from Chagres (later Aspinwall) :
via Havana, ' ' '

July 30. The forwarding agent Daniel Curtis, Jr, struck his |
backstamp, hand dated, and paid the U.S. rate of 5¢ (pencil note)
to get the letter to Boston, and endorsed: Steamer Caledonia.

August 1. R.M.S, Caledonia departed from Boston on her Llst
return passage,

| 5Au-|5)
1849 /

[ C‘oz,owfﬂ
& AR TI3

Aug,.14.Caledonia

London Aug. 15.
Accountancy mark
at London,

Aug. \69 Frem‘:h T
entry at Boulogne,
struck at Paris.
Rate 10 decimes
for British (-E-ez)
+ 10 dec, French
Inland = 20
shown in man pt

French rate after
1/1/49 was 5 dec-
imes per 7% grams
(F-0z.)

TAV 6489, ‘
—— =







1850

FRANCE TO U.S. VIA ENGLAND
British Packet R.M.S.Canada
Rafes of Jan.l, 1849

Until July 1849, French inland postage was determined accord-
ing to the distance in a straight line between the point of post-
ing and the point of egress from France and vice versa on letters
received. On Jan., 1, 1849, France abandoned distance as the
basis for determining domestic rates, and on July 2%,.1849, in-
land postage on letters to or from the United States was set at
5 decimes per 7% grams or fraction thereof,

Feb. 21, 1850.
Letter posted paid

under the French
rates via England,
effective July 23, 1849, at triple rate of 15 decimes shown by manu-
script on reverse, Letter weighed thus over 15 grams but not over
22+ grams (approx. 3/4 ounce). Postage paid at the Central Bureau,
Paris. Directionally endorsed “per Steamer/from Liverpool', "PD"
indicates paid to the Port of Entry of the United States,

Feb, 21. Letter backstamped aboard the mail car
on the railroad, Paris to Calais. It then went on
the Caleis to Dover ferry and by rail to London.

A l'A Peb., 22. Transit at London as a PAID letter.
il R.M.5. Canada departed from Liverpool on Feb, 23,
\ 1850 for New York,

N e / _March 11, Arrival date of Canada at N.Y.,

E g verified by docket at left "Recd., 11
March"., Letter rated as a Domestic U.S.
letter going not over 300 miles, 5¢, Act
of Mar. 3, 1845.
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1851

b

FRANCE TO U.S. VIA ENGLAND
Cunard Line R.M.S. Africa

Uniform French Inland Rate.effective Avg.1,1849-Apr.30,5|

On August 1, 1849, France adopted a flat inland rate, previously based
on distance. The rate to the United States per 7% grams was via Britain
and had to be prepaid. Breakdown of the rate was:

-y
-

French Inland 50 centimes
British Transit 16 n
British Packet _B4 E
150 L = 15 decimes.

This rate carried a letter only to the U.S. port of entry.

. b :
‘f"“‘» /; L;’ - - # - ../ ¥
“;:‘/I_i?m-'. ‘}«—{/E:-c/f (-,7{_; CETEN TS /Lé xS ’,7//,, = '?'/‘_‘{"’
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January 27, 1851. Letter posted at Marseilles and paid at the 15
decimes rate, manuscript notation on the reverse.

/ \"ﬁ January 31. Transit postmark at London. Letter
' went by rail to Liverpool where R.M.S. Africa, Brit-
ish Packet, sailed for New York on February 1.

—’ February 15. Africa arrived at New York, letter
processed February 16. As the U.S. had no treaty
with France no part of the French prepayment was
due to the U.S.

The New York Exchange Office marked this letter
at 5¢ due, the U.S. internal rate.

o
xJ
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NEW ORLEANS TO FRANCE VIA NEW YORK AND BOSTON
Davis,Brooks & Co.:5. 5. Winfield Scoit,New Orleans +o NLY.

Conard Line:R.M.S. America, Boston fo Liverpoel

e —

/e r.sfﬂ;; June 15, 1851. A letter not over %-oz.
i = $N posted paid at New Orleans at the 5¢ rate

s ] ) 7\ FPAl » to France by British Packet, open mail.
yal - ; -y This 5¢ only paid the letter to the port
1412 / of embarkation, Boston.

X TP 4 The S.S. Winfield Scott cleared New

Orleans June 14, sailed for New York June 15.

Shipping List & Price Current, N.Y. Arrived June 23, Steamer Winfield
Scott, Couillard, New Orleans, to Davis, Brooks & Co.

June 25. British Cpen Mails were forwarded to Boston from N.Y.
where R.M.S. America of the Cunard Line sailed for L'pool June 25.

July 7. BAmerica arrived at Liverpool, Lon-
don transit backstamp the 8th. The British
"tray" mark charged France at the bulk rate of
3sh.4d. (40 decimes) per ounce under the Anglo-
French Treaty of 3 April 1843.

July 9. French entry mark at Calais. Letter
rated at 1fr.50 centimes per 7.5 grams (%-o0z.),
here double at 3 francs = 30 decimes (300
centimes) shown by the handstamp "30".

July 11. Bordeaux arrival backstamp.




RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN, 1847-57

' 1852

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S. TO FRANCE

For a + ounce letter:

Paid in the U.S. (up to % 0z.) = 5¢
Collect in France 13 decimes or26g
| Total postage 3¢

January 30, 1852. Letter posted at New Orleans and 5¢ paid
(above) in cash. Letters up to # oz. or up to % oz. only took

5¢ U.5. rate.

In France letters were charged collect 13 decimes

(26¢) up to %+ oz. and 26 decimes (52¢) from # to % oz, Thus, a
single letter in U.S. could be charged double in France.

0ddly, this cover bears no New York transit.mark, however,
dates reconcile with tables showing the Cunarder Niagara which
sailed N,Y, Feb, 11, arrived Liverpool Feb. 23,

ok
(2455’4
”-r4*"7

: gij;?f

Feb. 24.
Transit back=-
stamp at Lon-
don.

SANIS 2
AT
S EEL DD
[-‘-" i "-:.'ll
U NS SV
“‘{":{,ﬁ‘l‘é}{-"/

Feb, 25. Entry Feb, 27, 1852.
mark (Salles 13 decimes (in Nimes receipt
1782) struck at mediaeval backstamp.
Paris for mail French script)

"UeS. British due {see above).

Packet" via Calais,

TAN ©S0.0




U.S. TO FRANCE '
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BR[TA‘N,’ 1847-57 |
R.M.S.Europa '

For a #=-0z. letter:

Paid in the U.,S. (up to 2-0z.) 5¢
Collect in France 1% decimes or 26¢ '
o L2 f

May 19, 1852. Letter paid 5¢ in cash (manuscript
note) at New York for tramsit by British Packet, it
was endorsed, "p Europa'". Europa of the British
Cunard Line departed from N.Y,., this date on her 28th
return voyage for Liverpool. She arrived at L'pool
May 30.. '

June 1. Entry mark (Salles

May 31, /gﬁiég;ﬁ 1782) struck at Paris for "U.5.
Transit faar 4K\ (mail) by British Packet" via
vackstamp |\ AT Calais.
at London, ¥ PRt
s, e
3 JEUSS 5
: 3 NS
e 1“*‘{&iﬁ ol
S RRIS ™S : ~ o -
%1 s } 2 7 AR

w TUIN| e

/

52
g0 - . |

/Q:'i”‘;-"‘ :
|{/ i N
v\;fw,«v J ) i
‘52.,' / | P B P A -_I:__ s - - £
N T / k. o bl ] |
~03) i
/
- d "f
k o H:
L
AT |
June 1,

Paris arrival
backstamps.

1% decimes
(26¢) due (see
above) for a i o
t-o0z. (7% gram)| 2. e ' |
letter. 7" ool AL




SC 29715

Mill,

Fr..

© 1991 NOVUS DIBUT, Inc.

i 1853
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U.S. TO FRANCE
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITIAN,I1847-54
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. America

- -
.4 T 2 I
./,‘) E? j 'O

i P ke [# Ape *
\ 5 P | 5
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April 27, 1853. Letter paid 5¢ in cash as shown by the straight
line PAID and manuscript 5. This paid only the U.S. Inland postage
as all subsequent handling would be by the British and French. It
is endorsed: Per steamer America from Boston. R.M.S. America of
the Cunard Line departed from Boston for Liverpool this date.
Boston Exchange Office transit backstamp.

P .‘1u May 9. America arrived at Liverpool, mail was
') bulked to London.

_ May 10. London transit backstamp. The French
\ | B 53/ malil was forwarded on to Paris via the Dover to
Calais ferry.

May 11. French entry mark showing mail from the
United States (ETATS-UNIS) by way of a British
Packet.

May 11. Parris arrival backstamp. Letter subject to
the 13 decimes rate, went care of Messrs. Green e & Co.,
Paris, who acted as Poste Restante.

by




1856

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

RATES BY BRITISH PACKET

U.S. TO FRANCE
FORWARDING AGENT

VIA GREAT BRITAIN,I 8-‘4'7 =37 F.COTTENET & ATHERTON
NEW YORK .

For a 4 ounce letter:

Paid in the U.S. (up to % oz.) 5¢
Collected in France 13 decimes 26¢
Total postage 31¢

A

ug. 26. French
transit at Calais
British Packet.

Aug. 12, 1856,
Letter posted
at New Vork by
Forwarding
Agent who paid
the initial 5¢
of postage.

Aug. 26, 1856.

French charge
mark for 13
decimes due
(see explanat-
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL F
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN, 1847-57
July 10, 1854. Letter written at Puerto Cabello,

Venezuela. Sent under cover to correspondent at New
| Vork who prepaid the 5¢ (mms) for U.S. handling to |
British Packet Service . ;

llew Vork
0Off'ice notes
letter sent
via =ritish ,
Packet.

_ Aug. 14,185
£ Transit a{
¥ ILondon. |

Aug, 15,
Paris office
receipt mark

4,

showing "via

I | Aritish Pack-

' - Single rate

! _ of 13 decimes

[ 1= ' due from X 2
recipient. ) 1;'1?12:.1 %:_elssl

. COLONIES /2

RiMS . Nisgars _Aug. 15-16. Paris to ART.13 marks

cleared Boston Bordeaux transit backstamps. were discon-

the mark in-
troduced on

et"., This was

|

Aug. 2., arr. L'pool.Aug. 13, '54, ~ tinued. =

TaAN OL&,

5]

4
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"U.S. TO FRANCE
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA ENGLAND,1847-57

2nd Restored Rate Period R.M.S. Europa
L
The Decree of February 10, 1853, restored the rates of December
1; 1851.
Rate prepaid in the U.S. 5¢/%-0z.
Collect in France: French Inland 50 centimes

British Transit 30 n
British Packet _50 "
130 " /45-o0z2.
Double letter (over %, not over %-oz.) 130 x 2 = 260 centimes =

26 decimes.

- -

~ e N
/O = A0 |
[ JAN 2\
24

A,
‘R }1} ‘,-:k /

S

January 24, 1854. Letter not over %-oz. prepaid in cash at Boston
at the compulsory 5¢ U.S. rate to France by British Packet, manuscript
notation. ILetter was bulked to N.Y. where the R.M.S. Europa of the
Cunard Line departed on January 25 for Liverpool. Boston backstamp.

February 6. Europa arrived at Liverpool,
backstamp in transit at London February 7.
! T j g X Britain debited France for 8 decimes (equi-
I s\ E < valent to B8d.) for British transit and packet.

February 8. French entry mark at Paris
showing mail from the U.S. by British

f,f Packet. Same day Paris transit back-
/ stamp.

French handstamp shows 26 decimes
(260 centimes) due.
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U.5.TO FRANCE
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA ENGLAND. (847-57

2nd Restored Rate Period R.M.S. America
The decree of February 10, 1853, restored the rates of Decemker 1, 1851.
Rate prepaid in the U.S. 5¢/%-0z.
Collect in France: British Packet 50 centimes
British Transit 30 -
French Inland 50 e
7% grams (%-o0z.) 130 centimes = 13 decimes.

2
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November 10, 1854. A letter paid at
New Orleans at the 5¢ U.S. portion of
the rate to France by British Packet.
lLetter is endorsed: per Boston Steamer
22 November.

November 22. Transit backstamp at
Boston. The R.M.S. America departed from
Boston for Liverpool, as endorsed.

~— December 4. America arrived at

N Liverpool. This letter was erroneously

i marked with the London PAID in red.

e This was invalidated by striking over

S/ with the London Inland Office "2"
(Dubus 206.) TLondon transit backstamp.

Dec. 5. French entry mark at Calais (B.A.
= Bureau Ambulant.) Backstamp at Paris
Poste Restante (General Delivery). 13
decimes due 28 shown by handstamp.




1854-55

TRANSATLANTIC MATL
U.S. TO FRANCE AMERICAN PACKET
The Collins Line U.S.M.S. Pacific
A September 1, 1851, French Circular #67 set new prepayment rates and eliminated double
sea charges on mail carried by American Packets. U.S. Sea (16¢) and domestic (5¢) of 21¢

were paid (or collected) in the United States. French charges were 50 centimes French In-
land + 30 centimes British Transit, total B0 centimes (8 decimes.)

v T, == T

December 20, 1854, Letter paid at New
Orleans at 16¢ transatlantic (American
Packet_]-"- 5¢ S Inland = 21¢o

N.B.: On December 16, 1854, the Collins Line
announced it was shifting the N.Y. sailing
dates from alternate Saturdays to alternate
Wednesdays as the Cunard Line had cut out its New
York sailings as many of its steamers had been taken for Crim-
ean War transports. Cunard ran only Liverpool to Boston in 1855.

December 27. U.S.M.S. Pacific departed from N.Y. on the first Wednesday
sailing. She actually sailed the 28th (Thursday) one day late because of fog

January 9, 1855. Pacific arrived at Liverpool.

January 10. London transit backstamp..

January 11. French entry mark, B.A. (Bureau
Ambulant) at Calais. Same day Paris arrival
backstamp Poste Restante (General Delivery).
8 decimes (80 centimes) rate due.

TR OL% . v
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S. TO FRANCE

RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VA GREAT BRITAIN,1847-57.

For a % ounce letter:

Paid in the U.S. (per % oz.) 5¢

Collected in Francej; 26 decimes _52¢

Total postage 57¢
\“‘);,___;_"z—"r-qﬁ;"fﬁ. -

’

5 ept v 23 o-'
N.Y. Foreign
Office trans-
it. 5¢ U.S.
paid here by
sender.

\,'13

e

Oct. 6,185%
London tran-
sit,

OCtI 6'
French trans-
it at Calais
- Uo'e)t mil
via British

/ Pac ket

QAR

’7 , Oct. 7, 1856, French equivalency

“ 05:,1 Paris receipt. mark for 26 decimes
E{J due from recipient.

A_zg_b;q_ Boston -
Sept. 24 L pcol.,0ct. 4.



1853

TRANSATL ANTIC MAIL

FRANCE & U.S.
ROUTES AND RATES PRIOR TO JAN.I, 1857

Prepaid or Collected or
Route Collected in U.S. Prepaid in France
per % oz, per 7% grams,
British Packet via 5 cents 130 centimes or
England 13 decimes.
# American Packet via 21 cents 80 centimes or
England 8 decimes.
American Packet direct 20 cents 3 decimes in LeHavre
to LeHavre 6 decimes beyond
LeHavre,

Py T‘i
ELTEY BN
—

April 3, 1853, TLetter headed at Paris and noted "Pr Steamer/
via Liverpool", As many of these letters were paid in cash, and
in bulk (as by forwarding agents such as Livingston Wells & Co.=-
see corner card) no French postal markings appear. 8 decimes
has been prepaid, see chart above,

s ‘:) Letter handled by an American
4 Packet via England, thus 21¢ due

from recipient (see table above).

U.5 . Mail Steamship Pacific ,Capt.Nye:

Departed Liverpool April 6,1853
Arrived New York April 17 to E.K.Collins' dock.,
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1854 |

~ TRANSATLANTIC MAIL |
U.S5. TO FRANCE
RATES BY AMERICAN PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN,I847-57 |
March 3, 1854. Letter written at Boston, and 21¢ prepaid in \

cash (pencil mms. U.R.). This was correct rate as per the 1851
* French Decree, ‘

- March 20, |
1854. London
transit back-
stamp.

March 21,
1854, "American
Packet™ arrival
mark at Paris.

Salles 1?81 .

As letter El
went by America
packet, 8 dec-

imes (16¢) was
due from recip-

Arclic- zes5tdue
Calling Line _
Suntg du coflizim 24 Sepd 'HJ

Ty ©7I0 .



1856

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S. TO FRANCE

RATES BY AMERICAN PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN

For a # ounce letter:

Paid in the U.5. (%-0z.) 21¢
Collected in France; 16 decimes 32¢
Total postage 53¢

It was required that the United States portion of the postage
(as well as the ocean postage when carried by U.S. Packet) be pre-
paid. The U.S5. couldbe made in cash, thus no marking appears on

covers for the U.5. prepayment,

- -

Nov. 21, 18%
London transit,

3,

f»:%
No
\—W {) g

_,—-/

\lt-z-

r\J
—_

ELW

Nov. 21,
. French transit
at Calais . U-So
mail via Amer-

ican packet,

Nov. 22.
Paris receipt,

Uos ML AR A VRS -'J.r pJiIv. S French Ch&ﬁ'&'ﬁ
N i l:-r';. S0 B 2 mark’ 16 deolmes due. (C;ee above!

/
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PACKET LETTERS
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

FRANCE TO U.S. - BRITISH PACKET VIA GT. BRITAIN
1847 - 1857 RATES

When the Ocean Steam Navigation Company started service
in 1847 mail from France was transferred at England and handled
by the Post Office. The rates were:

For a + oz. letter
Paid in France: 13 decimes.....26 cents
Gollected in U.S.(up to * oz.). 5 cents
31 total

Sept. 2, 1851. Letter posted, prepaid ocean voyage,
at larseilles to New Vork via T,'Pool.

Septes 17, 1851. Boston
Exchange Office mark.

of 5¢.,

arr'd.Boston Sept.17.

Tetter not over % oz., subject
to single letter rate, U.S. Inland,

Cunard RM.S. Europa sailed L'pool Sept.6, 1851.

The R.M.S. Africa sailed from L'pool to N.Y.

Sept.13,thus letter went by Europa.

TAV

OB
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PACKET LETTERS
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

FRANCE TO U.S. - BRITISH PACKET VIA GT.BRITAIN
1847 -1857 RATES

!‘:__ E— _—_—.‘ — "!——f, :':——— . — -_-_--_P’E;’_ .. 7
! ) i )

4 : R S EEA) SEAN
E ."‘“——/?‘ / % | .

] \‘:’ Aqrs B v

June 6, 1854. TLetter posted iMarseilles to U.S5. via
Liverpool.

June 27, 1854, DBoston Fxchange Office marks.

Ocean voyage rate prepaid in France. Tetter over & 0Z s,

thus subject to double U.5, Inland rate, or 10¢ as per mark,
due from recipient,

R.M.5, Canada sailed from Liverpool June 10, arrived Boston June 22,1854,
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1854

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANCE & U.S.
ROUTES AND RATES PRIOR TO JAN.I,1857

* July 11, 1854, Letter
written at Marseille. Sender
prepaid 13 decimes which took |
letter as far as New Vork
on a British Packet.

R.M.S. Africa sailed L'pool July 15,

arrived NJY. July 27.'54.

Prepaid or "Collected or
Route Collected Prepaid
in U.S. in France
Per # 0z, Per 74 grammes.
# British Packet via England 5 cents 130 centimes or
13 decimes
American Packet via England 21 cents 80 centimes or
8 decimes
American Packet direct to 20 cents 30 centimes or
Le Havre 3 decimes
in Le Havre

60 centimes or
6 decimes
beyond LeHavre.

July 27, 1854,
New Vork Exchange
Office mark showing
5 ¢ due from
recipient, U.S.
inland.




1854

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANCE TO U.S. BRITISH PACKET
R.M.S. Asia

@??‘:5_5523(\_ Dec. 12, 1854. Letter prepaid at Mars-
_ r_/i_‘_.’ N\ [-3,__' eille 1% decimes (130 centimes) which was
"-"f}?;)q 2 the amount that had to be paid in France

g/ : for a single letter (7% grams) by British
2.3 packet. However, it was directed by the
U.S.M.5. Atlantic which left Liverpool
Dec. 16, but after sailing on that date with this letter put back
to L'pool with a damaged rudder. The 13 decimes in stamps repres-
ents an overpayment, as the French prepayment by American packet
was only 8 decimes (80 centimes),

Dec. 2%, 1854. Because of the Crimean War no Cunard sailings
were made to New York in 1855. As the Atlantic had to return to
Liverpool, her mails were taken out on the R.M.S. Asia on her
Dec. 23 departure to Boston.,

5 i ! January 5, 1855. Records show the Asia
/& o arrived at Boston Jan. 4. 5¢ due from
[ JAN » recipient for U.S. Inland. Had the letter
\ 5 : gone by the American packet, charge would
-\ “ have been 21¢, i.e. 5¢ U.S. Inland + 16¢
O s ,?f’-/ sea. No credit was allowed for the French
”

overpayment.,



FRANCE TO U b e A AMERICAN F‘ACKET

185}4

TRANSATLANTKZMAH,

The Colling Line ~ USMS. Ailantic

sesgboiandosns . dismpr

- July 23, 1854. Letter not over #-oz, paid at the France to
U.8, rate via American Packet of § decimes (80 centimes) by a
pair of the 4O centimes Empire Issue stamps of 1853, They are
cancelled by the 1495 petits chiffres bureau number of Le Havre,
Directionally endorsed “Per Steamer Atlantic via Liverponlﬂ

‘the letter wauld have had tm have been prepaid 130 cantimea via
British Packet -

July 26. U S Mail Steamahip Atlantic (American Packet) i
sailed from leerpoel.-

August 6. Arrived N.Y. Steamship Atlantic,
West, Liverpool July 26 with merchandise and
passengers to E.K. Collins, In the river
passed ship Boston in tow, bound out; same
day sld. ship Ashburton; Aug. 5 at 4; P.M,

18 miles W, of Fire Island passed steamship
Pacific, hence for L'pool.

Letter subject to a collect of 27¢, heing

_ the 5¢ U,S. Inland + 16¢# sea pesssage, Had this i
been by British packet only 5¢ would have been. collect. -

— = — — = —— —_—




| T | 1854

! TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

| LS, TO FRANCE _ AMERICAN PACKET
; COLLINS LINE U.S.M.S. Baltic |
| Rates by American Packet per the 1851 French decree were:
| Paid in the U.S. per #-oz. - 21¢
Collect in France, 8 decimes per %—mz, (?% gramJ
x-i2 16 decimes, equivalent to L 32¢
| Total _ 53¢,

|

|

l -

| /AVSVI;

s -~ A

| (S ocT X)

| |~ ) Uy

‘.? KXY /

I

|

- - CEQ // October 22, 1854, Letter prepaid in Louis-

P AID ville, Kentucky at the 21¢ American Packet rate
in cash. Prepayment was compulaary and included
transportation within the U.S. to port of depart-

\ﬂ'ﬁf ure (New York).
(] October 26, Transit at New York where the
Exchange Office noted letter by American Packet.
Qﬂy & October 27. The Collins Line U.S, Mail Steam-
R «w&ﬁ’ ship Baltic, Capt, Comstock, cleared at New York

| : fi C  for Liverpool, she sailed October 29.

' s i November 8. Tramnsit backstamp at London., A
P AT credit of 8 decimes (manuscript notation U.L.
-‘:g;é2£-n : corner) went to Britain for transit handling.
(8 NOB) : 8 dec, = 8 pence = 16¢ U.S. .

\. 1854 ./ November 9-10. French entry mark shows

| et United States mail by American Packet, Ambul-

ant (RR) at Calais.
Transit backstamps,
Paris to Libourne,

16 decimes due for
a double French letter

t=0z. to *-0z.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

FRANCE TO U.S. AMERICAN PACKET
The Collins Line U.S.M.S. Atlantic

A September 1, 1851 French Circular #67 set new prepayment rates
and eliminated double sea charges on mail carried by American Packets.
The French charges were 50 centimes French Inland + 30 centimes Brit-
ish Transit, total 80 centimes (8 decimes). U.S. sea and domestic
postal charges were collected in the U.S.

December 27, 1855. Letter paid at Paris at the 80 centimes rate by
the Issue of 1854, type I. Cancellation is by the Bureaux Quartiers
with DS 3 in sans serif letters. Coveer is endorsed: per Steamer
Atlantic, from Liverpool to N.Y. Tt is marked "P.P." in red, indicat-
ing postage paid only to the port of embarkation, viz., Liverpool.
Mail was closed through Britain.

December 29. The U.S. Mail Steamship Atlantic departed from Liver-
pool.

January 13, 1856. Atlantic arrived at
New York. Recipient was charged 16¢ Sea
(American Packet) 5¢ U.S. Inland = 21¢.
These charges were not included in the Paris
prepayment.

January 22. Docket notes receipt at New
Orleans.
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TRANSATLANTW MAIL
CERANCE TG UL s T WFQ_TQQH BRHWSHPACKET
.:QUNARDIJNE I I O I R M S A&Nca

June 24, 1856. Letter not over #=-oz. (7% grams) paid at the

France to U.S. rate via British Packet of 130 centimes (13 decimes

= 26¢) by Empire stamps, Issue of 1853; 80 centimes lake; 4O cent,
orange and 10 cent, bistre. They are cancelled by the "4LL1" petita
chiffres bureau number at Bordeaux. Directionally endorsed: Royal
Steam Mail Africa Via Liverpool. It was marked Port Payee, Had :
letter been directed by american Packet, prepayment would have been

June 25, Railwsy tranait backsxamp,

8 decimes (16¢)-
Y E Y] Paris to Calais.

-

" hCy
((j;Lh % June 28. R.M.S. Africa departed from.

s
7
6 Liverpool direct to New York.

5
i
Tl

ARLg

R

- July 11. Arrival of Africa at New York,
5¢ collect for U.S. Inland. ﬁad this letter
gone by American Packet the collect fee
would have been 16¢ Sea (American Packet) +
S5¢ U S. Inalnd = 21¢.

July 18. Docket notes receipt at N.Orleans.

== —_—
TANV 153.0
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| | i 1853
. l TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
| U.S. TO FRANCE
i RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VlA GREAT BRITA[N 184& 57
For a % oz. letter: :
I Paid in the U.S. (up to ¥ oz.)
Gollect in France, 13 qecimes or W
i ‘l‘etal mﬁt@ae
|
|
I
o |
F
' - ———
| /1853 L |
| i [S"';"-:D."f\
| {9 SE 19) a(szarg
J L 53 -7
Sept. 7, 1853. 5¢ prapaid in cash Sept. 19, Sept. 20. Entry
and amount noted on face of cover by London tran- mark (Salles 1782)
pencilled "5". New York Exchange sit back- struck at Paris for
Office marked letter "Br(itish) stamp. "U.S, via British
PKt."™ Notation, U.L., "per Steamer 'Pa.cket (via Calais)".||
Arabia" meant sender wanted it to 2o ; '
by the Cunarder Arabia. She was a
| 2400 wooden paddle steamer in service
i 1853-64. This note agrees with the
sailing record of the Arabia frem
N I. on SEPtt ?] 1853’
3 Sept. 20 Backstamps.
13 decimes due(see above).

—= —
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U.S. TO FRANCE

RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN.IB847-57
R.M.S. America

7 2\
/ A : i
(% 26 7 4 PAID
LAk ] D |
\\6" R Y i /
ke Py
Rate for a %-oz. letter:
Paid in the U.S. (up to %-oz. 5¢
Collect in France 13 decimes or 26¢
31le¢.

April 26, 1854, Letter paid 5¢ in cash (manuscript
note) at Boston, endorsed: Steamer America . from Boston.
Backstamped showing transit at Boston by a British Pack-
et. The Cunard Line's R.M.S. America departed from
Boston for Liverpool on this date.

May 8. America arrived at Liverpool.

- P Letter in transit at London May 9, backstamp.
Sra NSNS AN 7 .
054 \ ﬁ§>75£¢3 May 10. French entry mark showing mail_
MY 9| (2 Mas | from the United States by British Packet, by
4D/ b;\éb /%) way of Bureau Ambulant (B.A.) or railway
v S Came via Calais.

13 decimes due, shown by the charge
mark in mediaeval script as used by the

French Post Qf f£ica.
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e e

U.S. TO FRANCE
RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN,I847-57
R.M.S. Canada

/. ] = (& \ _—
[ m \ o
2 7 1IN -7\ /
L& id \ ] B o
(= PA D
\. y _.':_', f . ’,}
\¥5, Y
N
s T
Rate for a %-oz. letter:
Paid in the U.S. (up to %-oz.) 5¢
Collect in France, 26 decimes or 52¢

57¢.

June 22, 1853. A letter paid in cash at Boston, amount

of 5¢ shown in manuscript. Letters in the U.S. up to %-
oz. were rated as single, France rated in %-oz. segments.
The Boston Exchange Office marked the British Packet back-
stamp. R.M.S. Canada departed from Boston for Liverpool

on June 22.
July 3. Canada arrived at

Liverpool, mail transit at London

. ‘\_.-'-' F P / Fd

CY ™\ by PAMEN  riiw 8, DAckebaiibs

JY dl.i\’i}*? ruﬂhi)m July 5. Arrival at Paris, entry
1] 5§73 PA93.4 mark showing mail from U.S. per
et AW 6o British Packet. Same day Paris

b'ks'tp. 26 decimes due, chg. mark.
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U.S. TO FRANCE AMERICAN PACKET DIRECT
THE NEW YORK & HAVRE STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY
U.S.M.S. Union

December 16, 1854, A letter paid in
cash at New York at 20¢ per %-oz. by
American Packet direct to Havre. It is
endorsed: "p. Union" of the Havre
Line..

~ December 16. U.S.M.S. Union depart-
ed from N.Y. for Havre via Southampton.
She touched at the latter port on December 30.

7 ’LEQET\ December 31. Union arrived at Havre. France treated

{“’fijljiq American Packet mail or Ship Letters the same, rating them

\ kD“' at 30 centimes/7.5 grams to or from the port, 60 centimes/

\u rdl(g:' 7.5 grams to or from the rest of France. The "QUTRE.MER"
2AV> or Ship Letter receiving mark was struck at Havre. Letter was

rated as a triple letter (over 15 grams, but not over 22.5
grams) at 60 centimes x 3 = 1B0 centimes or 18 decimes, as
shown in manuscript.

N.B.: 7% grams = approx. %-oz.

December 31. Paris receiving backstamp.

e I -
Ay v e £
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
PHILADELPHIA TO PARIS VIA BOSTON & LIVERPOOL
Cunard Line R.M.S. America

Single rate in U.S. at 5¢ per Y-o1.
Double rate in France ot 13 decimes/ 7% grams x 2 =26 decimes

August 26, 1855. Letter datelined at Phila-
-'a:fi:\\ delphia at "Bob Harners Chop House", a macabre
; o inside joke, as the writer is a coroner. Letter
paid at the 5¢ rate, payable in the U.S. The
directional endorsement is: Per Steamer America.

August 29. R.M.S. America of the Cunard Line
departed from Boston for Liverpool via Halifax.

Scts

PA1D

Sept. 9. America arrived at Liverpool, transit back-
stamp at London on Sept. 10.

Sept. 10. French entry mark showing mail
from the United States via British Packet.
Ambulan¢ (Railway) mark shows entry at
Calais, Brigade I handled the mail. As the
letter weighed over %-oz. (7% grams) but
not over %-oz. (15 grams) it was subject to
a double rate in France at 13 decimes x 2 =
26 decimes, shown in the medieval script
handstamp. 26 decimes was egquivalent to
26 pence sterling or 52¢ U.S.

TAL |96 T
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CALIFORNIA TO FRANCE VIA PANAMA NEW YORK & ENGLAND

I.Pacific Ma.il Steams hip Com.po.n.\j- San Francisco to Panama
S.S. Golden Age

2. Unted States Mail Shzo_msh.f'p Co., Aspfnwall +o New York
U.S. Maiil Sfeo.msh.ip linois

3.Collins Line, New York to l_iverpool
S.S. Nashville (_urLcier charter from Spofford, Tileston &Co)

February 16, 1855. Letter to Paris paid at the Ameri-
l}[ﬁ ]:[) ji) can Packet rate of February 1853. It contains a mock-up
i L4 of a "Calendier Francais" with a gold miner motif.
Rates by American Packet for letters to France from

California were increased by charging an additional 5¢ U.S. rate to N.Y.
(at this time Domestic mail was, Act of 1851, 3¢ for 3000 miles prepaid).

The California-France rating was: Transit, California to N.Y. 5¢
U.S. Inland (U.S.-British Trty 5¢

Sea Postage ' 16¢

26¢.

The 26¢ was paid in San Francisco as uoﬁed by the handstamp "PAID 26".

Daily Alta California, San Francisco. Steamer Colden Age, Watkins,
sailed February 16 for Panama.

Feb. 20 (ca.) Golden Age arrived at Panama. Mails went by the newly
opened Panama Railway, which had begun its trans-isthmus route only in
January 1855, across to Aspinwall.

March 1 (ca.) S.S. Illinois departed from Aspinwall.




-y

18535

-

CALIFORNIA TO FRANCE VIA PANAMA,NEW YORK & ENGL AND

——— March 12. N.Y. Times. Steamer Illinois, Hartstene,
/\ﬁ,\((j;;\ arrived New York from Aspinwall, N.G. (New Grenada.)

/%

*VTVTA]j 7:\ March 21. U.S. MAil Steamer Nashville, Berry, sailed
< . \ for Liverpool from New York, E.K. Collins. Nashville was
21] éﬁﬁ chartered to Collins and made only this one round voyage.
She replaced the Pacific which was unable to make the trip.

‘P
e -
7 \e:"f

AC

. rf\\\ e April 4. Transit backstamp at London.

igt? April 5. French entry mark struck at Paris showing
United States mail per American Packet. Paris arrival
backstamp the same day.

April 3. Nashville arrived at Liverpool.

4 AP 4

,?[\R)‘g\

(60 )

Britain charged France one
shilling per ounce for French
mail in transit through Eng-
land, here the letter was at
%¥-oz. (7% grams). !

Transit postage (% of one
shilling [or 12 decimes]) =
3 decimes
French Tnland = 5 decimes
Collect in Fr.= 8 decimes.

The collect amount is shown
by the "8" handstamp.




1855

Daily Alta California (San Francisco). Steamer Golden Age,
Watkins, sailed Feb. 16 for Panama.

March 12, 1855. Steamer Illinois, Hartstene, arr. N.Y. from
Aspinwall, N.G.

March 21. Nashville was chartered to Collins Line and made 1
round voyage, N.Y. to Liverpool. 1861 Confederate cruiser. 1861
THOS. W. WRAGG (British blockade runner). 1862 RATTLESNAKE (priva-
teer). 1863 (2/28) destroyed by Federal forces on Ogeechee River.

1220 tons, 215 x 34', wooden paddle steamer, side lever engine,
10 knots, built by William Collyer, N.Y. (engine Novelty Iron Works,
N.Y.). Launched 1853 for Spofford, Tileston & Co. Charleston trade.
Jan. 19, 1854. FV for N.Y. and Havre (chartered), N.Y. - Southampton-
Havre. 1854 (4/12) LV Havre-Southampton-N.Y. (2 RV). 1855 (3/21)
FV for Collins (chartered), N.Y.-Liverpool (1 RV).
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1856

e

CALIFORNIA TO FRANCE VIA PANAMA ,NEW YORK & ENGLAND
[. Pacific Mail Steamship Company, San fFrancisco 0 Panama
5.S. Golden Gate
2. United States Mail Steamship Co., Aspinwall to New York
U.S. Ma.il Steamship lllino:rs

3. Collins Line ; New Yotk +o Liverpool
S.8. Erwcsson (Ist charter to Collins)

i

March 5, 1856. TLetter to Bordeaux, France paid at the American Packet
rate of February 1853. Rates by American Packet for letters to France
from California were increased by charging an additional 5¢ U.S. rate to
New York (at this time Domestic mail was 3¢ per %-oz. up to 3000 miles
prepaid). Total rate was: U.S. Inland postage (U.S.-British Treaty @ 5¢

Transit, California to New York 5¢
Transatlantic postage 16¢
26¢.
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q"-n-— o
A w—— -7

CALIFORNIATO FRANCE VIA PANAMA , NEWYORK & ENGLAND

The 26¢ was paid in San Francisco as noted by the penciled "26" and
emphasized by the large red "26".

Alta California, March 15, 1856:

Pacific Mail Steamship Co.'s Line
FOR NEW YORK AND NEW ORLEANS VIA PANAMA
Departure from Vallejo Street Wharf with the U.S. Mails, GOlden Gate
3000 tons Burthern, A.V.H. LE ROY, Commander on Wednesday March 5th.

March 5. S.8. Golden Gate departed from San Francisco.

March 17. Golden Gate arrived at Panama, mails went by the Panama
Railroad cross-isthmus to Aspinwall.

March 19. 8.8. Illinois departed from Aspinwall.

—— N.Y. Times. Arrived at N.Y. Steamship Illinois,
'}Qw- ¥ T\\ Boggs, Aspinwall March 19 at 8 P.M. bringing California
[ & O dates to the 5th inst. with 250 passengers and $1,261,000
(;; VA F - in gold dust to M.O0. Roberts.

;3 ] March 29. S5.5. Ericsson on charter to the Collins
\,?’k‘ -, Line departed from New York for Liverpool. This was
\\Hf B the first charter she made to Collins, in all she made
11 round vovages for Collins.

April 12. Ericsson arrived at Liverpool, letter in
transit at London the 14th, backstamp.

April 14. French entry mark at Calais, Ambulant
(Railway P.0.) showing U.S. mail by American Packet.

The prepayment in California was fully paid to
England by American Packet which included the 16¢
Sea Postage. The British Transit and French Inland
was to be collected from the recipient. British
\ Transit was One shilling per ounce on a bulk hasis.
" As letters were rated on a %-o0z. basis (7% grams), a
single letter was subject to % of 1/- or 3d. (eguiv-
alent to 3 French decimes) plus 5 decimes French
Inland, total 8 decimes. This letter was originally
rated as a single letter, then reweighed and found
to be between 7% grams and 15 grams, thus was a double letter.
The handstruck "8" was deleted and the letter rated "16" in
manuscript.

April 15. Paris to Bordeaux T.P.0. backstamp, night train
(circular center), 3rd Section, Brigade G handled the mail.

April 16. Bordeaux arrival backstamp.
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TRANSATLANT!G MAIL
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
PRE- CONVENTION COVER = U.5. TO FRANCE
AMERICAN PACKET-Direct Service New YorK- Havre

/.‘/ .}p 2 \.\kk
| ? O
PAID 2| JAN *‘F} l
16 . |
“Byen¥
Boston. Jan. 13, 1854. Jetter -'fg__c__.f
put into mails, 21¢ (pencil mms.,
U.R.) prepaid letter to Havre. Jan. 16, 1854. Yew Vork

Exchange 0ffice mark on sailing
date of Mavre lLine packet,

S.S.Nashville, Berry, dep. N.Y. for
Havre and Southampton,

875

(*(z ) )

\¢32& 4 )

o
Characteristic ship "beyond the port" Railroad transit
OUTRE~MER/LE rate for a letter not mark, backstamp,
HAVEE marking weighing over 7+

i ams .
:gﬁ%ﬁ:g 1;11.31011 gramns New York & Havre Steam Navigation Co.
S.S.Nashville, 1300 tons, chartered 1854,

Prance. made 2 round trip voyages only.

T4V |[hWwoe



1855

A | NEW YORK TO PARIS VIA® SOUTHAMPTON NN
L= AMER!CAN PACKET o UISIMES: qulu-n.q'ton_,___

OCEAN STEAM NAVIGAT[ON COMPANY

o

June 16, 1855. Letter (endorsed: pr. Washington) by American |
Packet, paid in cash at New York at 21¢ per #-o0z., letter over % ;
but not over 1 oz., double rate of 42¢, noted in pencil. {

S T e T N O P R Ve v

; ' e U.S. Mail) Steamship- Washin ton
1 t‘l'.‘AN - ’
| Blmlfun‘?i“"u&“sﬁﬁﬁﬁ% COMPANY. Capt. E. Cavendy, of the Ocean ‘

3 mmder"wn nn_ror mﬁnu. wucmun-.togo"vyrnﬂg Steam Navigation Co., sailed from
?émaagﬁ%nzxﬁg ﬁn‘ﬁ"oﬁﬁuf{ﬂ vﬁ'ﬁi | New York for Bremen via Southampton. I
[ Tasse ,mu{gﬂ;{f“”“ﬁm onor Bremen: |- June 30. French mails, landed by .
R o L i :,-,,lg?gii “Washington at Southampton, were trans- ‘
-.A“Fl’“*waﬁmﬁ'""ﬁm“mﬁ teamer. 8pe- |  shipped to Havre where the OUTRE-MER '
e Saah. the, s OBes For autaady l'i"'" st plss | (Ship Letter) mark was struck in error.
Sorsoies Of He BAND, A ntmfl suutﬁu\mt'.' 3 N ST 4 e oy
The steamer HERMAN ~...This was invalidated by overstriking |
’m"‘“d"“"“l’“mw**”' S L‘*’ e ‘with the Le Havre American Packet mark. @'i
N.Y5 Times, June 16, s M SRR French rate beyond the port was 8 '
! i s decimes per 7% grams, This letter, I
! ,';.i:,"'-'::i‘%«;‘,i;.._ A, “;'\ : double rated in the U.S., weighed over |
(i“’/ 30 NP (&) ’f‘}){ £ : 22% grams, not over 30 grams, |
L\ T *'\ L, ) | "thus took a quadruple rate of |

ey I./
L3

.24 decimes, . This collect il
amount was shown by a combin- ‘
ation of a pen "2" and =a (l

~ handstruck "L", ' ‘
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1855

U.S. TO FRANCE VIA ENGLAND
Rates under the 1851 French Decree
British Packet from Boston R.M.S. Cana.da

Letfer double rated in America, triple rated in France

This cover bears a wealth of postal history.

The U.S. rate, prepayment compulsory, was 5¢ per %~-o0z,

Sea postage by British Packet was 1/4 of 1s8.8d. (40¢) = 5 decimes
Transit postage 1/4 of 1 sh., (24¢) = 3 decimes
French Inland postage = 5 decimes

Collect in France per #-0z. 13 decimes.

Credits to Britain were on an %-0z. basis, even though France
collected per i-o0z.
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July 31,1855.
Paid double

(3 to 1-0z.)
10¢ in cash. WS >
Originally endorsed "pr. Arago", deleted in favor of Canada. Because of
the Crimean War and the comandeering of its packets for use as troop
ships by the British, Cunard did not run to N.Y. in 1855, This letter
sent to Boston where the R.M.S. Canada sailed for Liverpool Aug. 1.

L

e, Auvg, 13+ Transit back- Aug. 13. French entry
"L _\ stamp London. Canada had / q"“iﬁp&\ mark, ambulant Calais,
(| BAUI3) arrived L'pool Aug. 13. ‘A}.3F{ 2 Brigade I, showing mail
\ o #4 ) Britain credited for Sea “L\ai ) from U.S,.,, British
1S - Q// + Br,Transit at 8d./3-o0z. ﬂCAngb handling.
- x 2 = 16d., shown at U.L.
e — iy Aug. V4. Paris arrival backstamp.
f}ﬁﬁyffﬂ _”/f ﬂ[f Letter first rated as double at 13
( IA;tTZ ) | I}'] decimes x 2 = 26 dec. collect handstamp.
t- 55/; | f This was deleted for 1% dec. X .3 = 39 d.
\“?TW,// j / collect shown in mms., Letter over #-oz.,

=" F R not over 3/4 oz., hence triple in France.



1852

ANDOVER.MASS. TO PARIS VIA LONDON

BRITISH PACKET

R.M.S. Canada

Forwarding Agent:Messrs.Baring Bros.& Ce,London
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Feb., 24, 1852, Letter paid to England at the
24¢ (1 shilling) Treaty Rate in cash, notations
applied at Andover, Mass. Endorsed "Via New=York".

Feb. 25. R.M.S. Canada, Cunard Line, departed
this date from New York for Liverpool,., Exchange
Office debit to the United States of 16¢ Sea (Brit-
ish Packet) + 3¢ British Inland = 19¢.

March 8. London transit date tracks
with the Mar, 8 arrival date of Canada
at L'pool. Baring Bros, & Co, deleted
their address and put letter into mails
unpaid to Messrs., Greene & Co., poste
restante, at Paris, March 9 received
at the Lombard Street Post Office,
London, "L.S." in Maltese Cross,

March 10. Calais Ambulant (R.R.) entry
‘mark and Paris arrival backstamp, Greene
& Co, paid the 8 decimes (8 pence or 16¢)
charge, Lecndon to Paris, and debited the
Rev. Means account,

- Py,
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1852

SMYRNA. TURKEY TO U.S. VIA AUSTRIA AND PRUSSIA

Prussian Closed Mauil

Americon Packet

U.S.Mail Steam chip Hermann

OCEAN STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY

B L= S Ve
- 1 _

SMYRNE

§. JUIN

%

7

June 8 (1852).
Letter posted paid at
Smyrna, Turkey, payment
all the way to the U.S.
by Prussian Closed Mail.
Manuscript "32" on re=-
verse was probably in
Prussian silbergros- e s
chen at 2.4¢ U.S5./s.:g.

)
ins

Arira
yh

X 32 = 7?7¢. Rate, Germamny to U.S., was 30¢, contained in the total rate.

—

TR\ESTE)

June 15. Transit
backstamp at Trieste
where letter start-
ed its Jjourney
across Europe.

I
voemrn
~ Ii‘;’}"l .’:'l

I
41
i

Verviey

June 19, German
railroad transit
backstamp, Coeln
(Cologne) to
Verviers.

v .I--'.. W, ) - . .
\":» .é\’}l‘t . | | ',-’/p "o \
P 5 2 7 AMETIC
j raic /. "Packet. \
,. 25¢13. Emd e
1oL o fAe e hovte §

Transit at Aachen Exchange Office. On prepaid letters Prussia
showed a credit to the U.S8. of 25¢ per %-oz., retaining 5¢ for
Prussian Internal postage. Aachen backstamped the letter with the
scarce "Americ./Packet.", routing the letter via the American
Packet Hermann which departed Bremen June 22 via Southampton
for New York.

_ f){} B July 7. U.S.M.S5. Hermann, Higgins, master,
O Ay arrived this date at N.Y. at 4:30 p.m.,
wzrt}illu d merchandise and 170 passengers to Moller,
,;. -? o Sand & Fiera's wharf. Her passage had been
\L# o~ extremely boistrous, having had continual
‘\‘iﬁf\[[) ; head winds and heavy seas the whole time,



1852

NEW ROCHELLE_NY.TO GENEVA VIA FRANCE

BRITISH PACKET R.M.S. Asia
Forwc:.'rd.inq_ -Aqem.‘f: Greene & C2, Paris

A
ah

— Ll _Ren, - s ————— e ——

July 27, 1852. Letter put into the mail at New Rochelle, 5¢
in cash paid in the U.S. per the 1851 French Decree, Letter was
endorsed "Per Steamship of July 28". R.M.S. Asia departed on
July 28 from New York for Liverpool.

Aug. 8. Transit backstamp at London. Asia
had arrived at Liverpool this date,

3 AV G| Aug., 10, French entry mark
857 /ey at Paris showing U.S. mail by

~ Gy 7 AD Td) British Packet. Same date Paris

" |1 naYE arrival backstamp. Forwarding
e A Agent Greene & Co. then deleted
30N N AR~ all of the tramsatlantic markings
' and redirected the letter to Poste
Restante (general delivery) at

~ ifa.j_“ ff: Geneva. French post office marked
= __*Kiif¢f=h-;§f-ﬁ it "Trouve a la Boite" or "Found in the
sive &b i . PARIS. / Box" (as an unpaid letter).
* J ===
i A O October 12, 1852, Arrival back-

i ] stamp at Geneva, 35 centimes due
Vo) ~ for an unpaid letter, Paris to Geneva.



1852

ANDOVER,MASS.TO ALEXANDRIA,EGYPT VIA FRANCE
BRITISH PACKET, Transatlantic R.M.S. Africa
Ligne d'Eqypte,de Marseille a Alexondrie. S.S5. Caire

Forwcu-d.inci Agent: GREENE & C2 Paris
Poste Restante: Tod Rathbone & Cie, Alexandria

2"

Q’mfﬁ»"

Sept. 30, 1852. Letter datelined at Andover, Mass. Put into the
mails Oct. 3 and paid 5¢ cash per the 1851 French Decree. Letter was
endorsed at lower left, "Steamer from N. York Cct. 5".

R 3 _/"=;h?\n\ October 4. Letter transit at New
. ﬁq‘]é?] / / \ York via British packet. Royal Mail
PACKET 18 0C18 | Steamer Africa sailed this date for

Qhﬂjr \ ' (Qr” / Liverpool via Queenstown, Ireland.

Unusual handstamp BRITISH/PACKET.
Africa errived at L'pool Oct. 17,
transit backstamp at London Oct. 18.

5%"'—7—“;—3;j§_ Oct. 19/20. Letter
.7oumeifauiﬂwj transit Calais to
— Paris. The red entry
mark is mis-dated,
should be Oct. 19. Forwarding Agent
Greene & Co. received the letter and paid the
13 decimes (26¢ U.S5.), completing the transatlantic portion of the
rating. Oct. 19. Greene & Co. deleted all the transatlantic ratings
and applied their green backstamp. They then posted it unpaid where it
received the "Trouve a la Boite" or "Found in the Box". It then went on
_to Marseilles.

Lhﬂa Oct. 23, Letter was rated unpaid at 10 decimes
9/30‘5\ outbound for Egypt care of Poste Restante Tod Rathe-
OC"’ bone & Co. Paquebot Caire of the Ligne d'Egypte de-

parted Marseilles this date for Alexandria., Oct. 30,
arrival backstamp at Alexandria.
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GROTON,MASS. TO ALEXANDRIA EGYPT VIA PARIS

BRITISH PACKET, Transatlantic

RMS.Canada.

Fovwaw-d.ing Agen{-: Greeme & C¥. Paris
Poste Restante: Messrs. Tod? Rathbone & C97 Alevandria

November 17, 1852. Letter posted at Groton, Mass, Nov. 23, date=-
lined Groton Nov. 17. Paid 5¢ in cash per the 1851 French Decree.
Letter was endorsed "Steamer from Boston Nov., 24", R.M.S5. Canada
departed from Boston Nov. 24, arrived at Liverpool Dec. 5.

e Dec, 7-8. Letter transit at London (back-
s stamp), and thence Dover-Calais to Paris where

= o &1 & N cover received the French
DE AW ing United States mail by

. ‘7~TF \-ﬁﬂﬁl" Dec. 8. Paris arrival
& Co. paid the 13 decimes
the transatlantic portion

entry mark indicat-
British Packet,

backstamp. Greene
(26¢) to satisfy
of the rating,

SR ARIEN // Then they deleted the 13 dec. rate mark and
BN readdressed the letter to Tod Rathbone & Co,
k“ ﬂ&;';m; \ at Alexandria.
-
\::;—D/\//
MR EENE o Dec. 17. Arrival backstamp at Alexandria.
LS 34 Letter went by British Packet at 18 decimes

g collect. French Packet charge was 10 dec.

This letter bears an "8" manuscript note on

reverse, credit of 8 decimes (equivalent to
2.\ 8 pence sterling) to British,
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
THE COLLINS LINE U.S.M.S. Arctic

GROTON. MASS. TO NAPLES VIA PARIS
Forwarding Agen.'l-lGreerLe & Ca, Paris
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| THE COLLINS LINE _ j U.S.Mail Steamship Arctic
GROTON.MASS.TO NAPLES VIA PARIS
Forwarding Agent :Greene & C2, Paris

/40
(¥ APR 'Z'\
\ 2.6 '/

/-bgﬂ S %;',*"/

April 26, 1853. Letter prepaid to France at Groton, Mass. by
the French rates prior to Jdan. 1, 1857, at 21 cents per American
Packet via England per i-oz. The note at lower left, "Steamer from
Boston Apr. 27" referred to the British Packet R.M.S. America which
left Boston on the 27th,; ahead of this letter. In addition, rate |
was prepaid by American, not British Packet. Ietter precessed by |
the Boston Exchange Office where it received both the "Br ,PKt." of
April 27 and the "Am,PKt." of April 29 as noted by the backstamps
and sent on to New York where the U,8, Mail Steamer Arctic, Luce,

Master, cleared N.,Y. April 29, sailed April 30 for Liverpool.

April 11-12. Arctic arrived
at L'pool April 10 and letter
transit at London Apr. 11. Entry
at Celais where the French entry
mark notes "United States by Am,
Pzcket", B.A. = Bureau Ambulant

— (R.R.), and arrival b'stamp at

/ . R Paris Apr. 12 where Greene & Co.
[GREENSE B0Y ) (quwe ;_!;? ""i\] paid the 8 decimes (80 centimes)

‘ due in France per 7% grams (+=oz,)

Greene & Co. deleted their address and readdressed
the letter to Rev,. James Means at Poste Restante (General
Delivery), Naples, backstamping their forwarding agent's cachet,
Stamped at Paris "Trouve a la Boite", literally '"found in the box"
indicating a letter posted for forwarding on which all prior postage

had been paid.
i Letter in transit by land from

J
BG#) E /

ViA DI Paris, entered Sardinia at Po nt
PTBEAUVOISIN Beauvoisin, French-Sardinian Exchange
Office.
Genoan transit backstamp.
Straight line transit
v backstamp through the Pontifi-
Jranyite BE J cal States,
_ 3 7 sﬂfﬁﬁq;J
a ;= L0 , [ Ly May 14. Naples arrival
:PU)-ﬂDL/ziuﬂ.7%%uZ;%Lfﬂ .ﬂfﬁ;"ly.'é?r backstamp, Two Sicilies,
W\ MAY g where 56 grani was due.
.{_1 _L‘t;:f s r._,
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US TO FRANCE VIA ENGLAND
BRILTISH PACKET
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July 12, 1853. A letter to the Rev. James Means at Paris paid at the
21¢ to France rate by American Packet. The rate by British Packet was
only 5¢, so this letter was overpaid by 16¢. The next American Packet,
U.S.M.S. Pacific of the Collins Line, was not due to sail from New York
for Liverpool until July 23.

=4 Py~ July 13. Transit at New York where the Exchange
-Iku”' A\ Office ignored the 21¢ payment and forwarded this letter
(ST T1i1T. <= by the most expedient steamship, the Cunard Line's

{ ey ') R.M.S. Africa, which sailed from N.Y. for Liverpool

\ & ) on July 13. The U.S. kept the overpayment.

A / July 24. Africa arrived at Liverpool, transit back-
] stamp at London July 25.

LY \ TR July 26. Letter went on to Paris via the
5 z Dover to Calais ferry and onward by rail.

) < EVE French entry mark showing British Packet and

~ ;// T a Paris arrival backstamp.

Letter collect at Paris: French Tnalnd 50 centikes
British Transit30 w

British Packet 50 "

130 "

Charge mark shown as 13 decimes. Green & Co..
forwarding agents, acted here as poste restante.

o
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FRANCE TO U. S,

RATES BY BRITISH PACKET VIA GREAT BRITAIN,I847-5T

R.M.S. America CUNARD LINE
Rates for a %-o0z. letter:
Paid in France 13 decimes or 26¢
Collect in the U.S. 5¢

'.:-. 31¢.

- & ,,;.u,éé;m 4
'f--“\_‘
> CL}R(r '
qﬂ A b '_'ﬁqﬁ ‘5
L :u

Rﬂnuru‘ -

=gk s ! i =~ s

Sept. 11, 1855. This letter was posted aboard the
Bordeaux to Paris T.P.0., lst Section, which cancelled
the stamps with the BP 1° in a lozenge of dots. On the
face appears the the Paris to Bordeaux date stamp, night

train (circular center.) Payment is at the 130 centimes (13
decimes) rate by the 10c. bistre on yellowish paper, Issue of
1853, two copies of the 20c. blue on bluish and a single 80c.
lake on yellowish, Issues of 1854. All are type I. Letter is
endorsed: Per British Steamer of 15 Septembre, via Liverpool.

Sept. 12-13. Transit backstamps trace the route to Calais. T.P.O.
octagonal centers show day trains. The Paris to Calais, 2nd Section
corrected the date from Sept. 12 to Sept. 13, two strikes.

Sept. 15. R.M.S. America of the Cunard Line departed from Liver-
pool for Boston.

Sept. 29. America arrived at Boston where
the Exchange Office marked letter for 5¢ due
for U.S5. postage. All other charges had been
paid in France.
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>
FRANCE TO U.S. VIA BRITAIN
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Persia

This letter is a consignee's letter. Draper & Hagenow of Havre were shipping one
package by the Imman Line's S.S. City of Baltimore which, as the Liverpool, New York
& Philadelphia Steam Ship Co., ran direct from Liverpool to Philadelphia via N. York.
The consigned goods did go from Havre to Liverpool, then aboard the City of Baltimore
to Philadelphia. This letter is endorsed: par Steamer Anglais City of Baltimore de
Liverpool por Philadelphie 23 Aout. The Inman Line did not become a contract carrier
of the U.S. Mails until 1857, so the consignor's endorsement was ignored and the
letter went by Cunard Line via Iiverpcol.

i L —‘* gy el
R /:2;;;,,« ///// L,;'%ZL/ZZ;‘«}%,‘
L (i 4L A

9 '/

s xm_-u'w % HAGEROW &%f/’

HANRE. _ :

— e ————— =

April 16, 1856. While erroneously endorsed, this letter was correct-
ly paid at the British Packet to the U.S. via England rate of 13 decimes
(130 centimes), the 2nd Restored Rate Period, effective Feb. 11, 1853 to
Dec. 31, 1856. Payment by the 10 centimes, 40 cent. and 80 cent.Issues
of 1853, 1853, and 1854 respectively. Letter marked P.P. (= Port Payee)
or paid to the port of debarkation (N.Y.)

April 17. Backstamp in transit aboard the Paris to Calais T.P.O.
day train (octagonal center.)

April 19. R.M.S. Persia of the Cunard Line departed from Liverpool.

7 53 \\\ April 29. Persia arrived at New York. As
\ this letter arrived under the U.S.-British Closed
= APR ;EW Mail Agreement, the U.S. collected her 5¢ Inland
;4. 29 | postage, shown by the "5" in the New York Exchange
Qw; Office handstamp.

G
<z
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FRANCE TO U.S. BY BRITISH PACKET
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Persia
THREE MONTH PERIOD

An Anglo-French Convention hecame effective January 1, 1857, which granted Britain
40 centimes per ounce for French mails in transit through England plus one franc 20
centimes for sea postage, total 1 fr. 60 cent. This was by British Packet. The 11.S.
and France had not yet finalized an agreement, so that a separate arrangement had to be
made for the U.S. mails until the final U.S.-French rates became effective on April 1,
1857, the so-called "Three Month Period". Rates were as follows:

British Packet

French Inland, single rate 40 centimes
Sea Postage 1£.20 cent. per 30 grams
Single % thereof 30 c.
British Transit, 40 cent. per 30 grams
Single % thereof 10 c.
Rate in France per %-oz. (7% grams) BO c. = B decimes
Rate in U.S. per %-oz. (15 grams) 5¢.

s

January 8, 1857. A letter
paid in Paris at the 80 centimes
(8 decimes) rate, prepayment
compulsory. It is endorsed: via
Liverpool, and stamped "P.P." or
Port Payee. The B dec. rate is
shown by the manuscript "8" on
the reverse. The letter went out the same day on the Paris to Calais mail train, night train
(round center). Ietters of the Three Month Period are generally "flimsies" to keep the
weight under 7% grams.

January 10. R.M.S. Persia of the Cunard Line departed from Liverpool. This is only
the second Cunard westbound sailing under the Three Month Period agreement. The R.M.S.

America had departed January 3 with Three Month Letters aboard. =

January 24. Persia arrived at New York. /. ‘C’ '
The 5¢ U.S. postage was due under the agree- I-'_Z JAN F Ii
ment as shown in the New York Exchange Office .4 4 A/
handstamp. \. 5 -

\ O a /

\ e /
/ Ry
:1) EQlRe o '
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U.S. TO FRANCE BY BRITISH PACKET
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Niagara
THREE MONTH PERIOD

An Anglo-French Convention became effective Jan. 1, 1857, which granted Britain 40
centimes per ounce for French mails in transit through England (Article XXI) plus one
franc 20 centimes for sea postage, total 1fr.60cent. This was by British Packet. The
U.5. and France had not yet finalized an agreement, so that a separate arrangement had

to be made for U.S. mails until the final U.S.-French rates became effective on April
!, 1857 (the so-called "Three Months Period.") Covers during this period are scarce.
Rates were per 7% grams, collect or paid, as follows:
British Packet American Packet
Rate paid in U.S. per %-oz.(15 grams) 5¢ 21¢
Rate in France per %-oz.(7% grams)
British Transit, 40 centimes per 30 grams

Single 1/4 thereof 10c. 10c.
Sea Postage 1fr.20cent. per 30 grams
Single 1/4 thereof 30c. =
French Inland, single rate 40c. 40c.
Prepaid or collect in France 80c. 50c.
o I \f.r' @ /‘
<, i N - // g .
13 /:-’_"-:'
l. f'._ - A - | .
~ SAd A\ |
[ '/ '/ 5 / ‘{"QA 3 a’/f (‘1 - '|_ 3

January 13, 1857. Letter paid in cash at N.Y.
at 5¢ per the pencil notation. U.S. retained this
fee. Letter forwarded to Boston.

January 14. R.M.S. Niagara of the Cunard Line, British Packet,
departed from Boston for Liverpool.

January 26. Niagara arrived at Liverpool, transit backstamp at
London. The British Exchange Office struck the "tray" or accountancy
mark charging France 1 franc 60 centimes per 30 grams for French mail
carried by British Packet.

January 27. French entry mark showing mail from the U.S. (ETATS
UNIS) by British Packet, ambulant (RR) at Calais. Same day receipt
at Paris, backstamp. Charge mark "16" shows 16 decimes due for a

double letter weighing over 7% grams, but not over 15 grams.
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FRANCE TO U.S. BY BRITISH PACKET
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. America
THREE MONTH PERIOD

An Anglo-French Convention became effective January 1, 1857, which granted Britain
40 centimes per ounce for French mails in transit through England plus one franc 20
centimes fo. sea postage, total 1fr.60 cent. This was by British Packet. The U.S.
and France had not yet finalized an agreement, so that a separate arrangement had to
be made for U.S. mails until the final U.S.-French rates became effective on April 1,
1857, the so-called "Three Month Pericd". Rates were as follows"

British Packet

French Inland, single rate 40 centimes
Sea Postage 1f.20 cent. per 30 grams
Single % thereof 30 c.
British Transit, 40 cent. per 30 grams
Single % thereof 10 .
Rate in France per %-oz. (7% grams) 80 ¢. = 8 decimes
Rate in U.S. per %-oz. (15 grams) 5¢.

February 26, 1857. A
letter paid in Paris at
the 8 decimes rate dur-
ing the Three Months
Period, prepayment com-
pulsary. It was marked
"P.P." or Port Payee, i.e., paid to the port of debarkation in the U.S..

Letter is endorsed: via Liverpool. "B8" manuscript mark on the reverse

states the 8 decimes (80 centimes) rate.

February 26. Paris to Calais T.P.0. backstamp, night train.

February 28. R.M.S. America of the Cunard Line departed from L'pool.

March 14. America arrived at Boston, Br.
Packet backstamp. 5¢ per %-oz. was due under
the Three Month Period agreement, shown by the
"5" handstamp.
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U.S. TO FRANCE BY BRITISH PACKET
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Asia
THREE MONTH PERIQOD

An Anglo-French Convention became effective Jan. 1, 1857, which granted Britain 40
centimes per ounce for French mails in transit through England (Article XXI) plus one
franc 20 centimes for sea postage, total 1fr.60 cent. This was by British Packet.
The U.S. and France had not yet finalized an agreement, so that a separate arrangement
had to be made for U.S. mails until the final U.S.-French rates became effective on
April 1, 1857 (the so-called "Three Months Period.") Covers during this period are
scarce. Rates were per 7% grams, collect or paid as follows:

British Packet
Rate paid in the U.5. per %-oz. (15 grams) 5¢
Rate in France per %-oz. (7% grams)
British Transit, 40 centimes per 30 grams

Single % thereof 10 centimes
Sea Postage, 1fr.20cent. per 30 grams
Single % thereof 30 c.
French Inland, single rate 40 c.
Prepaid or collect in France 80 c. = 8 decimes.

Mar. 4, 1857. Letter paid in cash 5¢ at N.Y. per pencil notation. U.S.
retained this fee. R.M.S. Asia departed from N.Y. for Liverpool same day.

March 16. Asia arrived at L'pool, transit backstamp at Tondon Mar. 17.
o The British Exchange Office struck the accountancy mark charging France

/‘“E\‘fﬂ 1fr.60c. per 30 grams for French mail carried by British Packet.
(paps| ) March 17. French entry mark at Calais ambulant (R.R.)
NELS March 18. Ambulant (T.P.0.) backstamp, Paris to Bordeaux and Nantes

receiving backstamp. 8 decimes (80 centimes) due for a single letter.
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FRANCE TO U.S5. BY BRITISH PACKET
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Arabia
First Westbound Voyage vnder the U. S5.-French Convention

From January 1, 1857 until April 1 (the "3 months period"), mails to and from France and
the U.S. were carried by British Packets under an "arrangement" whereby French Inland, British
transit and transatlantic handling was paid or collect in France, the U.S. collecting only
its 5¢ per %-o0z. domestic charge. When the April 1, 1857 Convention rates became effective,
it established a uniform rate for all routes, with accounting for the ocean carrier and
land transportation. The basic rate of 15¢ per %-oz. was divided:

BRI French Tnland 4¢

]1 €I British Transit 2

Q‘f”r‘/ \ |‘-" 1 . L a( British Packet 6
/: | o \ - U.S. Inland _3
// - 15¢.

i .
‘\n e ,/./ s o 5 f/ ,’/ "t".'-:
Y F70 ( AZEX A
i 7 i ‘_,' 3 : ' ./_/_ 0 / -
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April 2, 1857. A letter pre-paid at Paris under the April 1, 1857
rate. Manuscript "8" on the reverse shows that 8 decimes, equivalent
to 15¢, had been paid. A credit of 3¢ to the U.S. is shown on the face
in red for U.S. Inland. An original erroneous rate of 4 decimes had
been deleted. Paris to Calais Railway transit backstamp.
April 4. R.M.S. Arabia of the Cunard Line departed from Liverpool
on the first westbound passage carrying mail under the April 1 Convention.

.

,f: o 4 N\ April 16. Arabia arrived at New York.

/ PAIDY \ The bagged Boston mail went by rail to that

(u, | 7 — city, where this letter was processed April
A f:' J 17 as a PAID letter under the Convention.
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Baltimore to France via England, forwarded to I+Q.l'\.1
CUNARD LINE - R.M.S. Niagara
Focrwardt no Aqen.‘i' s+ John Munroe & &9.7 Pari ¢
Mo.rqom, & Pock-cllham.,Florence
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Baltimore to France via Enqio_nd7{?orwarded +to HCLI\_/

CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Niagara

Forwar dinq A(}erd- 5: Johh Monroe & Co.,Paris
MGPQ”] &FbLkenho_m?FIorence

November 30, 1B57. A letter written at Baltimore, Maryland to a
daughter in Florence admonishing her for having a religious discussion
with a stranger in a Catholic country where she unfavorably compared
Catholicism with Protestantism. She is warned of the impropriety of
such a discussion which could even endanger her.

Letter is endorsed: p British steamer/ Niagara via Boston. This letter
was prepaid in cash at the 15¢ per %-oz. rate to France of April 1, 1857.

&gy

December 2. Transit at Boston, British Packet backstamp and Exchange

Office mark on face crediting France with 12¢ for transatlantic postage
and French Inland. U.S. retained only 3¢ U.S. Inland.

December 2. R.M.S. Niagara, Cunard Line, departed from Boston for
Liverpool. She arrived at that port on December 14.

December 15. French entry mark,
U.S. mail, British Service, and even
date Paris receipt backstamp.

Munroe & Co. 2t Paris forwarded
this letter to Florence under cover.

Decembter 20. TLetter received hy Maguay &
Parkenham at Florence who struck and dated their

oval backstamp (R/F 3). They held the letter as
poste restante.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
U.S.TO FRANCE VIA GREAT BRITAIN, British Pocket
CUNARD LINE R.M.S. Canada

December 28, 1857. Letter paid in cash at Philadelphia and
directed, "By the First Steamer." Rates of April 1, 1857, were
15¢ per 7% grams (#-o0z.) As transit was to be by British Packet,
the Philadelphia Exchange Office credited France with L4¢ French
Inland + 2¢ British Transit + 6¢ Sea = 12¢ as shown in the hand-
stamp., U.S. retained only 3¢ for U.S. Domestic,

December 30. R.M.S. Canada of Cunard Line departed from
Boston this date on her 65th return voyage to Liverpool.

Jan, 11, 1858, Canada arrived at Liverpool. ¥French
entry mark of Jan, 12 shows United States mail, serviced
by the British, entered France on the Ambulant (T.P.O,)
at Calais. Brigade L handled the mail.

Jan., 13, Paris transit, backstamps
show day train Lyon to Marseilles and
arrival at Hyeres, Jan. 14.

Jan. 20-21, Letter redirected to
Pau, T.P.0. backstamps Marseilles to
Cette (day train); Cette to Bordeaux

night.)

Jan.2y=-26.
‘Pau back-
stamped on
L consecut-
ive days.
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