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1840

MAURITIUS TO FRANGE

 SHIP LETTER

OUTRE-MER PAUILLAC

Oct. 12, 1839. Letter hand-
ed to Post Office at Port Louis,
Mauritius, which turned it over
to the master of the ship
"Memnon", mms L.L.

=2I53

Jan. 2, 1840. On arrival at his
first port of call in France, ship's
captain handed letter to po-si%al
officials who stamped letter in-
coming at Pauillac, port town near

Jan, 10, 1840. Receipt at
Bordeaux. 4 decimes (in
medieval French script) due
from recipient as an unpaid
ship letter addressed to Port
of Entry.
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1843

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
SHIP LETTER
OQUTRE-MER,LE HAVRE

July 8, 1843,
Le%te; handed to ship's captain at Port Louis, Mauritius,
to be delivered to France as a Ship Letter.

Dec. 15 (1843). Letter arrived at Dec. 18, 1843.
ship's first port of call in France, Receipt backstamp at
LeHavre where this "Outre=ller" (over- Bordeaux. Letter
seas) mark was applied. The first of rated 10 decimes due,
these marks appeared in Feb. 1832. ship letter rate. Iote

letter over 4 months in
transit.



Destination".

| 1872

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS TO FRANCE VIA ALEXANDRIA
"Possessions Angloaises voie Suez ~Alexandrie"MARKS

June 29-30, 1872, Dated tie-print of sender ties 30¢ (Straits)
postage to cover. '"Dumb'" obliterator of Singapore cancels stamps,
and letter dated with red c.d.s. of Singapore. Sender had noted
letter "per Mail Steamer via Brindisi", the latter an Italian port
on the Adriatic Sea, generally in use after 1870 when the Franco-
Prussian Var made use of Marseilles impractical.
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July 29, 1872. Although the writer had noted on Aug. 6, 1872. Mar-
letter "via Brindisi", the mail sorters aboard the seilles to Lyon,
P&0 Packet to Alexandria put it ashore at Alexandria. Special day train
This French mark was struck there on letters arriving Aug. 7. Lyon receipt
on British packets and to be re-shipped on French backstamps.
packets to Marseilles. French marked "Paid to
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1843

FRENCH INDIA TO FRANCE VIA SUEZ
Honorable East India Compang Steamer Victoria ,Bombay to Svez
Forwarding Agent: 5. Rossell &C2
B.Om.baq

May 8, 1843. Ietter dated at Pondichery,
a French port on the east coast of India. It
went by separate cover to a forwarding agent
at Bombay, who endorsed it on the reverse in
manuscript: Rec'd in Bombay 19 May by S.
Russell & Co.

The sailing of the Honorable East India Company's steamer was covered by the Bengal
‘Hurkaru and the India Cazette, Wednesday, May 3, 1843. OVERLAND MATLS; The Bombay
Government intends to despatch the Suez Mail Steamers on the following months, on the
dates below specified, viz.: The Steamer of June on the 20th May

of July on the 18th June

Russell & Co. endorsed the of August on the 18th July
letter: P. Steamer per Victoria/ of September on the26th August.
‘via Marseilles.

Bonbay Times & Journal of Commerce: Departed Bombay 20th May, H.C. steamer Victoria,
lieut. W.C. Barker to Aden and Suez.

pn,;x.?dc & e

PORDI TRERS

<3 o~ On arrival at Suez, mail was transported overland across
E".w f-"\ Egypt to Alexandria, thence by French steamer to Marseilles.
[~ JU%N j June 30, 1843. Arrival mark at Marseilles, TNDES OR. =
‘%\ﬁ;, East Indies. 10 decimes due, shown in manuscript.
L) -




1847

"INDIES ORIENTALES" MARKS—BRITISH PACKETS

() ’ FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
I
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This receipt mark was applied after June 1843 and through
Decmeber 1856 on letters arriving from the Indian States (Pond-
ichery) and the Bourbon Isles (Ile de la Reunion) on British
| The introduction of this transit mark (1st Fechelon: llars-
I eille) resulted from Circular No. 210 of 23 lMay 1843, notifying
of an additional Franco-British Convention effective 3 April 1843,
and that the new postmark should be put in service on 1 June 1843,

[ CALCUTTA

| G P.O '

| SHIP LETTER
2dU A .
1847 )

INDIA

June 2, 1847,
Indian (British)
Ship Tetter
marks applied |
at Calecutta,
Letter via
British ship
- "Bentinct".

July 17, 1847,
(See mark above).
INDES OR.,
French convent-
ion transit
applied at Mars-
eille,
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1851

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
BRITISH PACKET VIA CEYLON

T Jan. l$ 1851, Letter put aboard
AL SERN Sritish Packet at Mauritius. This large
0 N oval "Packet Letter" mark indicated part
I A 1B -_ﬁ'l tax had been paid at Port Louis. Sender
|G IB5| }_j noted "per packet via Ceylon & Marseilles",
N pes s Letter was picked up at Pointe de Galle,
\U§ o= Ceylon by French "Ligre des Indes" on
SR its return trip to Marseille.

April 15, 1851, Transit mark
applied a‘t. llarseille E indica‘t.:l.ng

INDES ORIENTALES ( OR, ) . April 16,
Ambulant (RR) by British Pac lcet. 10 Decimes Bordeaux
due from receipt back-
- . Tec ipient., stamp.,
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i . 1853-54

GENERAL SCREW STEAM éwanmﬁ-coMPAmw
MmMﬁmionmmwhwmcmmem
R.M.S. Propontis |




i 1853—54

GENER AL SCREW STEAM SRHIPPIMG COMPANY
Mauritios to F’L.jmowfh Via Ccvp@_ Town
RMS PrOPO‘I‘L'{:‘iS

The General Screw Company obtained a contract to carry the Royal Mails
from Plymouth to Calcutta via Cape Colony, Mauritius and Ceylon. This was
inaugurated in June 1852, with the sailing of Queen of the South from Ply-
mouth. Several steamers performed this service with varying results until
Propontis made the final out voyage from England, arriving at Port Louis
May 27, 1854. It was then proposed that future mails would no longer be
sent "Via the Cape," but from Mauritius to Galle, Ceylon to tie into the
P. & 0. Line routes.

December 7, 1853. Letter posed at Mauritius and
endorsed: p Str Propontis voie du Cap, indicating it
was to go via the Cape of Good  Hope. The MAURITIUS
PACKET LETTER mark shows that the 6d. Packet Letter
rate had been paid at Port TLouis.

R.M.S. Propontis had left Calcutta November 15
and touched at Port Loulis December 7, where this
letter went on board.

London Times. Plymouth, January 30, 1854.
The General Screw Steamship Company's mail
packet Propontis, Capt. Maude, arrived this
afternocon. She left Calcutta November 15th,
Madras 20th, Ceylen 24th, Mauritius December
Gl 7th, Cape of Good Hope 23d.,St. Helene Jan. 1,
~—" Ascension 5th and St. Vincent 6th.

The General Screw Steam Company's ship Indiana, Capt. G.R. Lampert,
which left Plymouth on the 15th of November arrived at the Cape on the
22d. of Wovember. The Calcutta was 2 days due at Ascension when the
Propontis left.

January 31. ZLondon transit backstamp. The London office struck the
"tray" mark which entered this letter on the letter bill under colonies/
&c. ART 13, thus was subject to the 40 decimes per ounce British transit
charges. This applied to "Letters from Colonies and Countries beyond
the sea.”

February 1. French entry mark at Calais and Paris transit backstamp.

Letter was rated postage due at % of the 40 centimes per ounce (30
grams) at 10 decimes + 5 dec. French inland postage, total 15 decimes
due.

February 2. Bordeaux arrival backstamp.
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1857

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRANCO-BRITISH CONVENTION OF 1856
"Pays Etrangers voie de Svez' MARKS

The notation "Indes Orientales" on mail handled by British
ships, introduced on June 1, 1843, and applied in accordance with
the Franco-British Convention of 1843, disappeared on Dec., 1856
replaced by the new markings of the Franco-British Conven_.{_iqn 0
1856, applicable Jan, 1, 1887,

The new notations were "PAYS ETRANGERS" (Foreign Countries),
i.e, from Asia, "VOIE DE SUEZ" (via Suez). These marks appear
principally on correspondence from the Indies (Calcutta, Bombay,
Yokohama (British Office), llaurice.

Letters are always taxed at 8 decimes (per 7% grams) or
16 decimes (double port).

Jan. 28, 1857, Mar.l5. lMareh 16-17, 1857.
Letter posted un~ 1856 Con- Paris to Bordeaux transit
paid at St.Denis, vention backstamps .

Reunion. mark struck 8 decimes
at Mars- Convention rate
eille (see due,
above).

FMl 3400




(859

PENIIISULAR & ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
feeder Service between Mauriiivs and Reurnion
S.S5. Union

In 1859 the P. & 0. Line resumed sailings to Australia via Suez, this
time routing her steamers from Aden to Mauritius, then on to King George's
sound. This arrangement lasted only from March 1859 until April 1860, when
the "via Mauritius" routing was discontinued due to lack of passenger traffic
and excessive coal usage in the run from King George's Sound to Mauritius.

During this time, however, there had been problems with the mails between
Mauritius and Reunion. To solve this, the P. & 0. bought the 341 ton Union
40 H.P., built in 1854 for the Union Steam Collier Co. of Southampton. Thr
Union left Southampton for Mauritius on February 1, 1859, and afterwards
served as a feeder steamer between the two islands.

September 15, 1859. Letter posted at Port Louis,
Mauritius. The PACKET LETTER backstamp shows that
postage had been paid at Port Louis.

Letter, addressed to St. Denis, Ile de la Re-
union, is endorsed to the P. & 0. Line feeder
steamer: Per Steamer Union.

September 16. Docket notes receipt at St. Denis.
The use of the boxed H & I is unknown, possible a
company designation.

oy




1863 '

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY '
Amdglo-Frenmch Postal Convention, 2nd Convention I856-1875 ‘

Cutrency Stamps

Following the revision of the Convention of 184%, which had used ‘
postal markings of the Types COLONIES ETC/ART.13%; COLONIES/ART. 18,
and the like, starting in 1856 a new series of markings was employed ‘
to indicate the accounting to either France or Great Britain, depending |
upon which country had carried the mail. 14 differently shaped stamps \
were used for France and 10 for Great Britain. The number in the lower
portion in each case indicated the credit to the country whose initials
appeared in the upper half in francs and centimes per ounce of mail
carried.

£21.13¢

April 4, 1863. Letter posted at Port Convention accounting
Louis, Mauritius, and marked as underpaid mark showing Great Britain
as letter should have taken a double rate. was to receive 1 franc 62-4/10
centimes per ounce bulk for
carrying the mail. .

/e :‘_'_'_ 1:\
&Y N\ e
»(MAT )T vﬂfﬁéfx
&\ 83 /% /
S ' ¢¥~§f .?
May 4, 186%. "British Possessions =
via Suez" mark. This postmark applied May 5, 1863. Paris tra@sit
after 1860 to letters carried by either and RR transit, 2nd day trip,
French or British packets. Paris to Cherbourg, backstamp.

9 decimes due,
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MAURITIUS TO SWITZERLAND
BRITISH PACKET VIA CEYLON & MARSEILLE

_ This much travelled entire letter illustrates British use
of the longer route "via Ceylon". It was at Ceylon that conn-
ection could be made with the regular route of the French
"Ligne des Indes" and mail expedited onward, across the Suez
and then by French Mediterranean packet to lMarseille,

See next page for details on postal markings.




1853

MAURITIUS TO SWITZERLAND
BRITISH PACKET VIA CEYLON & MARSEILLE

August 22, 1853. Lletter put aboard a British Packet at
Mauritius. This mark indicates that the port tax had been paid
at Port Louis. Routed "via Ceylon" where it was transferred to
French "Ligne des Indes'", thence to Suez where it went overland
to Alexandria, Egypt. At Alexandria transit onward was arranged
via French Mediterranean packet to llarseille.

Oct. 12, 1853. Transit at larseille Oct. 13,
indicating INDES ORIENTALES, Ambulant

at Marseille. 10 decimes due from
recipient.

Letter travelled
by train to Nice via Dra-
guignan.
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October 13, 1853. Letter put October 15, 1853.
abecard the RR at Nice and marked
"Wia Nice" in Ttalian.

] Letter, transit
through Torino, arrived in error at

Genoa, instead of proper address of
Geneva,

T | =
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October 15-20, 1853, Letter re-routed back through the Mont Cenis
tunnel through Chambery, France to Lyon, thence to Geneva, Switzerland.

10 decimes rate deleted and equivalent amount in Swiss currency due from
recipient added in red crayon.
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1858

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE

BRITISH PACKET

"Po.gs Et'l‘a"nqe.r.s voie Svez" MARKS

A new Convention between France and

Great Britain dated

24 September 1856 allowed for collection of 8 decimes per
7+ grams on sea mail arriving in France from "Countries
overseas via Suez and RBritish Packet",

’/5%7&7Q¢ch¢mﬂ Ci;' /%ﬂfjﬂ

ST e Ellan ¥ 0 sredosds

x/§227z(f:/

L}‘U

‘QbB}J‘
Sﬁ ££P7'é
\ , 5?3 /

T %

Sept. 14 and 15, 1858.
marks, Lyon to Nantes,
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e )

SEPT) |
59
. (422

RR and transit

Aug. 10,1858,
Packet Letter
cachet struck

- at Mauritius
" indicated

Port Tax had
been paid.

Sender noted
"via Suez &

Marse ille"}

slecs

Sept.13,1858.
Ambulant (RR)
mark at Mar-
seille show=
ing Nritish
handling via
Suez., 8 Bri-
gades existed,
A to H,

2 decimes,
Conyention
rate, due
from recip-
ient,



1857

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
‘ BRITISH PACKET UNPAID
"Pays Etramgers voie Suvez" MARKS

French-British Génvention rates of 1856:

8 decimes per 7

grams.
16 decimes per 1¢

| ulant at Marseille.
- 8 Brigades A to H.
Mg v, (RN lLﬂ.t\hQ‘_“f E (i&.
LS Mascars, 9y,

3ep‘b. 18 1857, :ED't. 18 1857n

| Double Port (15 Cette to Bordeaux Bordeaux rec eipt .

- grams) rate of 16  RR backstamp. bac kstamp. |

Il decimes due. B L T

gmms (Double pnrt) ‘a

Aug. 13, 1857,
Tetter received
at Port ILouis
Mauritius (Ile
de llaurice)
routed via ﬁmt- |
ish Packet., This
mark shows Port
Tax has been

~ Sept. 17, 1857.
Letter received
at lMarseille and
marked PAYS ETR,
V. SUEZ for "For-
eign Countries
via Suez"., Amb-




1860

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
MAURITIUS TO FRANCE VIA SUEZ
"Pays Etrangers Voie Svez" MARKS

i “"Q'}:"'.:"ut"\
‘:".;- 7 "')'“'\
vov ) |
\&,. 80 0y
gy

Nov. 7, 1860. Franco-British Convention of 1856 mark
applied upon arrival at Marseille, This was the railroad
(ambulant) mark used after 1859 to supplement the earlier
mark which indicated the 3Brigade. PAVS ETRANGER (foreign
country, V., SUEZ AMB, (via Suez - railroad).

Oct. 6, 1860. Letter
transit G.P.0. at laur-
itius with internal rate of 4d. only 8 decimes, convention rate
prepaid. "dumb" obliterator cancells due, struck lov. 7, 1860 at
stamp, and date backstamp at G.P.O., larseille. See above.
Mauritius.,

Nov. 8, 1860. RR
transit backstamps,
Cette to Bordeaux, and
Bordeaux receipt.

FIMH 4T 0
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1857

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS~—DESTINATION MARSEILLE
( olonies Francaises par la Voie Suvez"

ISLE DE LA REUNION

Circular No. 101, 17 August 1853,

T required that correspondence from the
P AP Ile de La Reunion, on arrival at Mars- °
TR ellle, be gtruck with this mark, if
S\ 5P A destined for Marseille.
| [ .
R SR "1" is 1st echelon (Marseille). A
similar stamp, but "2" is 2nd echelon
(Paris). '

June 12, 1857. Letter prepaid July 24, 1857, Receipt
in cash at St. Denis. By ship to at Marseille as "French
Suez, thence overland to Alexand- Colony via Suez'.
ria, French packet to Marseille. See above.

FME 3700
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186 |

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS —AMBULANT MARSEILLE-LYON

"Colomies Froncaises par la Voie de Svez et Ambolant®

ISLE DELA REUNION

o T Mail incoming from La Reunion
£ 3L received this mark, if not addressed
[ |Five) to lMarseille itself. After 1 September
T AT 1855, there were two daily services,
&2, B Marseille to Lyon. Mail destined
S18&l beyond Marseille received the "Amb-

ulant' TtPOO- ma_rk.
"COL., FRA." (Colonies Francaises)
mark.

J [PD|
18615 N &
& LA :

Jan. 7, 1861l. Letter received Feb. 3, 186l. Received amd
and paid in cash at St. Denis. forwarded by T.P.0. at Marseille.
Double rate "2" (mms.) There were 8 brigades A to H.

Feb. 3, 1861. PN Feb. 4, 1861,
Cette to Bordeaux | Frgyg) | Bordeaux receipt
nNight train, . &1/ Dbackstamp.

stamp, -

FME 37570
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186 I

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH BUREAU OFFICES IN INDIA- PONDICHERY

Colonies Ffo.ng.aises- voire Svez Amboulant marks

‘*éiﬂiv\m January 1, 1861: French Bureau receipt
QSQ“'1 SN pOsﬁmayk at Pondichery, one of the few
< ( Q\ | small French Colonial possessions left in
\w (JANV, 5| [i)l) India at this time. Entire letter pre-
;§@1§61£¢gj [y paid in cash.

N B A

8
»
O
o «:/’I—f; .t Y _a'/g T ; A /J z / ‘I-'.\-_J A
LATON, ERny & ///ﬂ/z?/é’f
PONDICHE 1) >
I
= 8 d » ¢ . ﬁ
Feb. 3, 1861, ZRRIS QNTER
0oL Fp Received incoming b 4 o
g at Marseilles. w| FEVR ‘ FEME)
g Salles 1861. "French b1 \ N6}/ /
R Colenies via Suez" n!@&/// e
JET N mark .

Feb, 4, 1861, Paris transit and

Nantes receipt backstamps.
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FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
ILE DE LA REUNION A ILE MAURICE (Maoritios).

} 1864

On August: 13, 1864{ a new Postal Service was introduced
o]

by the French Packets
Mauritius (Ile Maurice).

Letters from Reunion to Mauritius were charged at 30 c. |

improve service to Reunion and ‘
A new scale of rates included pald
1etters from France at 50 centlmes per 10 grams, 60¢ unpaid,

per 7% grams, pald only to the port of debarkation; the interior
postage of Haurltlus being indicated by a "6d. TO PAV" hand- |

stamp.

55°

570 Too

Oct. 1? 1864, St. Denls
Reunion dafe stamp, "Dumb"
lozenge of dots cancels a
strip of three 10 centimes
stamps prepaying 30c. rate.

Oct. 20, 1864
Receipt bac k=
stamp at Port

1u9.
6d. due f'rom

recipient
(see above).

Louis, Maurit-




1864
MAURITIUS
INCOMING SHIP LETTER,India to Pott Louis.

FRENCH PACKET-Ligne Annexe de Calcutta

- -
Y LON
E b ] .|
[ caLcuTTA) ]
ll /

T | =l

]
o9 2 /

; ): FﬂJIahl] \ %

e

1855

Dec. 2, 1864,
Tetter posted at
Caleutta.

ro“'l-l-' ne Annexe
A de Calcut(s
/

Jan, 9, 1865. Letter
backstamped upon arrival

X, at Mautitius.
o Mqup'f’iu:




| 864

MAURITI

Uus

INCOMING SHIP LETTER , Imdia to Port Loulis.

FRENCH PACKET-Ligme Amn

exe ’CE Calcoutta

Caleutta

"J Byitish Ship te Mavrilivs

face of the stamp to prevent the

endorsed "per Erymanthe via Aden".

Ligne Annexe de Calcutta left Ca
Pointe de fBalle, Ceylon Dec. 14,

INDIA PAID|

December 2, 1864, Tetter put
into G.P,0. at Calcutta and the
"India" postage paid by the 4
annas Rast India stamp (5G 46)
which was cancelled by the Rengal
circle B/l of Calcutta. Iote the
handstruck "STALPED" across the
ft by native clerks. Tetter was
Thefrmanthe of the French
leutta Dec, 2 and arrived at

Although marked "via Aden", it

would appear that this letter went by the RBritish P & O packet,
which had established a direct service with Pointe de Galles to

Mauritius.

No French sailings listed from Pointe de 7alles to

Aden would allow for delivery at Port Touis on January 5.

January 5, 1865.
incoming at Port Louis.

Letter backstamped

The prepayment of postage in India

only paid the letter to the port of

arrival.
Postage charge was due from the recipient.

A 6 d. per % oz, Inward Ship



1864

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS-TRAVELLING THROUGH MARSEILLE

‘Colomies Francais"par Ambulant Marseille

£ P Y ALCE_

- :{;,EN; £
“lesene s %ﬁ% -\
i e . T \= e
1."--‘ -..' R OC ‘9‘! ]_:‘D'
o s A4S/ Rt
e DE—%
“"-\..._‘_‘_-_L-_}/

October 18, 186L. "Dumb" lozenge of dots cancels vertical
pair of LO centimes Colonial "Eagles", which represents an
overpayment by 30 centimes. Rate from 1 January 1864 to 1 July
1876 by French Packet, per 10 grams, was 50 centimes.

ZNSVER <% Bop RN TN
l ’ (7168 (77NN
_ &(wov 2| | l_;‘u"(;y) \
MY O X el O 2 TR IR LN A /
NG M A2 o . f187
November 15, 1864. Octagon Nov. 16, 1864. Nov. 17,
COL. FR. V. SUEZ (French Colony Cette to Bordeaux  Saintes receipt
via Suez)/ P.F. AMB. MARS 2 day train, Brigade backstamp.

(French Packet, RR at Marseilles)

Struck on arrival at Marseilles.
Salles 1363.

D. Backstamp.




1866

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS ~TRAVELLING THROUGH MARSEILLE
"Colomnies Francais" par Amboulont Motseille

PD
Aug. 18, 1866. Tetter prepaid Sept. 16, 1866, Octagon
in cash. Reunion to Bordeaux. COL,FR.V.SUEZ (French Colony via
By ship to Suez, thence over- Suez); P.F., AUB MARS 2 (French

land to Alexandria where French  Packet, R.R. at Marseille).
packet transported it to llars- Struck on arrival at lfarseille.
eille.

ﬁ.ﬁ" - Sept. 17, 1866, Sept. 17, 1866,
g Cette to Bordeaux Bordeaux receipt
w

R.R. transit bhack-
stamp.

bac kstamp,

TTMH “ooo




1365

|

|I FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

| FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS- DESTINATION MARSEILLES
| _

I

I

Colomies Francaises par la voie de Svez- Paquebsts Anglais
ILE DE LA REUNION '

August 6, 1865. "Dumb" lozenge
. of dots cancels French Colonies
})[) - "Eagle" issues. Rate from Reunion
: to-France via British packet from
1 Jan. 1864 to 1 July 1876, was |
70 centimes per 10 grams. Here a
double rated letter was prepaid I
by a pair Df the 10 centimes prlus
% copies of the 40 centimes (total 140 centimes). Stone (Collectors
Club Handbook No. 11) rates single rated covers from Reunion via British |
- packet as’ “Very Scarce", and notes that higher rates (as in this case -
double rated) as all very much rarer,

 Sept. S (errol).
1865. Receipt
backstanmp at

 Sept. 6, 1865. Rare
entry mark at Marseilles,
noting mail from French

Colony via Suez and British Paris.

packet. 3rd echelon to _

Paris, Salles 1856 '
FRH 4050
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1870

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE T 224 Variant

ADEN A LA REUNION ET MAURICE, [1869-1882

This second variation of Ligne T made connection at
Aden with the line from lfarseille to Hong Kong every 28 days.

.......

lfarch 12, 1870. Letter prepaid 50
centimes. It was picked up by the
ENIRNE, which had left Reunion on Mar.
12 and arrived at Aden on Mar. 24.
Stamps cancelled by the "dumb" lozenge
of dots .

[ Tie ‘!Qurl",{

April 9, 1870. Octagon
COL,FR,V,3UEZ (French col-
ony via Suez) P.F, AMB,
VAR, (French Packet, R.R.
at larseille.) Struck in-

coming at larseille,

FMB &,




-

1874

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
FRENCH COLONIAL MARKS-DESTINATION MARSEILLES

"Colomnies FTglga.ises par la voiec Svez €t Ambolami”

ILE DE LA REUNION

July 2L, 1874. "Dumb" lozenge of dots cancels 4 x 25 centimes
or 100 centimes of the French General Colonies issue of 1872 - 76.
Double rated letter at 50 centimes per 10 grams x 2 = 100 centimes.
Multiple ratings are much scarcer than single rated covers.

Letter was handled aboard the Ligne T (2nd variant) steamer
Dupleix, which left Reunion July 24 and cleared Aden Aug. 5, 187L4.

, August 21, 1874. Letter
— was handled Aden to Mars-
LA eilles by a steamer of the

"Iipgne de Marseille a

,j;jf‘ﬁk Hong Kong". Received this

NS mark (S. 186l) on the day Aug. 21-22, 1874. Cette to

AmMe train, Marseilles to Lyon. Bordeaux night train, Brigade
3 F, and Bordeaux receipt back-

stamps.

MU A\S.




1866

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
FRENCH PACKETS-Overland via Svez

"Possessions Amglaises voie de Suez" MARKS

June 16, 1866, Paris
to Nantes RR transit back-
stamp.

May 18, 1866,
Ietter posted
repaid at Port
ouls, lfauritiusg|,
853" British
Post Office
number obliter-
ator assigned
to Mauritius.
Cecles. bhack-
stamp.

June 15, 1866,
2nd Fchelon Amb-
ulant mark
abplied at Lyon

showing Rritish
Possession via
Suez and French
- Packet. lMarked

hHr; "Paid to Dest-
ination",
JUﬂv

\ge/
. e (H'J_TI /

June 17, 1866. Iantes
receipt backstamp.



1864

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
FRENCH PACKET - Ovarland via Suve=z=

"Possessions Andglaises voie de Svez" MARKS

AN 4
TR D
“ams S1873
~October 17, 1864, Letter Nov. 15, 1864. 2nd echlon
posted at Port Louis, inland ambulant mark applied at Lyvon
port tax paid by 4d. stamp. showing British possession via
Duplex obliterator, '"353", Suez -~ French packet.
16 Decimes (double port) Nov. 18, 1864.
rate due from recipient. Nantes re.ceip‘t bac kstamp,

FMH 4170




1864

FRENCH MARITiME POSTAL HISTORY

;s 'MAUR!TIUS TOIERANCE | VIA SUEZ™ Ak i )
POSTMARKS OF ORIG]N BRITISH POSSEsslONS.;.,.”..,.I.;.E,.'_'_

' Pessesmons A-n.glcz.lses Voue cie ,Sue z" Mc;rits

November Ta 186h. Letter paid at the f'j Dec. 6. Arrival
1 oz, rate to Europe (1859) at 4d. per entry mark at Marseilles
¥-0z. via Marseilles. British packet == P0SS(essions) ANG(lais)
handling as at this early date only two V(oie) SUEZ., Ambulant

French packets, the Emirne and Mozambi- (RR) at Marseilles.

This

' ua made voyages in Sept., Oct, and Nov., — mark’ ‘appears on both
64, the closest being that of Emirne | British and French packet

__from Reunion on Nov. 19, P . 'incoming mail..

Mail dropped off at Suez was trams- = @
shipped across tha Isthmus to Alexandria,

December 6, Bordeaux arrival
backstamp, X2

Ml 428

—

=N



MAURITIUS TO FRANCE
LIGNE DE SUEZ A LA REUNION ET MAURICE

T -
Vi / Pl Z i

—
(B53) PD i
_ F-—K“- j‘ﬁ“ "
; f ,I ﬁjgnﬁ
G Z 7 // et
pCiglan | 7 < g
e It = /é{/(:%7?@z§é%hk?f c,,/’?4/ . o et
&6 ﬁgf _
: /(qf_f‘-(gﬂ - Q 77?%@/%
’égf'- .

Jan. 18, 1866. Paid letter at Port Louis, Mauritius, The French
packet Emirne left Port Louis the 18th and cleared Reunion Jan. 19.
mail arrived at Suez Feb, 7.

\Sveq

(T/15 NN Feb. 15. 2nd echelon ambulant
Sl Feye)? (R.R.) mark showing mail from a
886 .~ British Possession via Suez
NHARS, and French Packet. Marked
S.1873 Paid to Destination.
i) Pl_f)
A0
f qé’é‘f \."‘-\ q?s‘%_g.jfﬁ;_\ Feb' 16- 1 ?. ﬂ; l-a.g&wl\'lvn
lw ( FZVR } (<[ pEpg Paris to Nantes 0%y '
ENGB "\.p"\\_:,g{ Ll transit back- Te Mavrice
1861/ B stamps.,
f_‘\gt%'r N
L1475\ )
| (FEVR) |
'\gEQr
(32

=M

J-'..'




1866

MAURITIUS TO FRANCE

"POSSESSIONS ANGLAISES VOIE DE SUEZ" MARKS
PAR AMBULANTS

Feb. 7,
1866.
Letter pree~
paid by
8d. Maur-
itius
stamps.
Port Louis
circular
e date back-
P ST stamp.

L A ¥ |
— o N -
‘—%@Z/W v.// ///—/’{ s Paid to

Destinat-

e ) ion mark.
B MAL Lt o _ :
P NRRESEED 2 NGy T RS
¢ = .

<) T4
March 6, 1866. "British Possess- March 7, 1866, Transit
ion via Suez" mark. This postmark bac kstamps .

applied after 1860 to letters carried
by either French or British packets.
Ambulant lMarseille, 8 Brigades, A to H,



SINGAPORE TO FRANCE

“POSSESSIONS ANGLAISES VOIE DE SUEZ" MarKs.
' PAR AMBULANTS

October 2l, 186k,

Stamped incoming

Sept. 19, 186L4. Letter posted  at Marseilles, ambulant (RR). These
at Singapore and endorsed "via marks show Brigades A to H and indi-

Oct. 25. Transit
marks Paris to Reims.
Night train, Paris to
Strasbourg, lst sect-
ion, Brigade G.

Marseilles". HMail put aboard cate mall arriving from British poss-
French steamer. essions via Suez.

Nine
decimes
due from
recipient.

CHl &IND




FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
MAURITIUS TO FRANCE VIA SUEZ

POSTMARKS OF ORIGIN-BRITISH POSSESSIONS
"Possessions Anglaises Voie de Sovezz" MARKS

December 18, 1367,

1868

Letter posted

at Port Louis, I\*Iaurl‘t.lus per Emirne
via Suez. The Emirne left Reunion
on Dec, 19, 1867, and arrived at

Suez on Jan. 7, l868.
c.d.s. backstamp.

Jan. 15, 1868 Letter
routed to head sorting
office of the district
(backstamp).

Mauritius

‘31\”0)..\
(Jg‘?”}‘
~ (%‘.n /

Jan. 16, 1863,

‘,l,f e S

Jan., 15, 1868, Letter
then went overland to Alex-
andgia where it was picked
up by the Vo of Tigne U
for the tr‘ipi%% France.
Stamped incoming at ‘larseille
POS. AN, V. SUEZ (British
Possession via Suez) P.F.
AuB, UARS, (French packet,
R.R. at Marseille).

Wancy receipt backstamp,



1865

PENINSULAR and ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

S.5. Ne p.a..u_I

800 tons, 244 ft., x 30 ft. beam.

Ranftq.Hauritius.in early years.

Y
P ==
Rt s =

(853
RSN
¢§~_§ mﬁ}

QC 7
&5

\

Qct, ?,_ 1865-
8d. Packet Let-
ter rate paid
by two 4d.stamps,
issue of 1860-63.
Mauritius dated
backstamp, Noted
"per Str. Nepaul"
of the P.& 0. Ling

P.D InbvB)

November L. Entry mark
at Marseille (5.1874),
"British Possessions via
Suez" Mark appears on
both British and French
packet mail.

'S 303

&5

8 NOV
65
.

- Nov, 5. Cette
to Bordeaux RER |
backstamp, night

train, Brigade B.

In service 1859-67.
"Sold to Japan".

Nov. 6. Bordeaux
receipt backstamp.




1865

PEN]NSULAR cmd ORIENTAL STEAM NAVIGATION Co.
SS Sultan

1110 tons, iron. Originally paddle steamer, in service -
1847-69. Started in the Istambul service, but moved around
later, In 1855 she wes &lterad to screw for the Eastern

I-

%
= ap 77
65 s

!
o

April 7, 1865.
Letter prepaid
8d. at Port Louis,’
Mauritius. Endorsed
"per Sultan" of the
P.&0. Line.

P.D.

‘/ﬁ_épw
r:) 5 ?;1‘
( MA] |‘I‘*‘J

[

’#obx‘v"‘q‘

Mzay 5. Entry
mark (S.1874) at
Marseille. "Brit-
ish Possessions
via Suez, ambulant
at Marseille".
This mark appears
on mail incoming

by British and ”/,%6‘“-?\ ¢a&T§r\\ _;,@g?z"é,,\,\.
French ckets, N =X t
o=} packets JHAJ \) Mar )| 1 (%141 ))
= \65 \:\ 65
(eo) > R RTEE

Mey €-7, French transit backstamps. Note
two different date stamps at Nantes.

FMU 442 &



1866

MAURITHJS TO FRANCE
BRITISH PACKET

" P.80. Line . R S'.f_ S. Norna

April 7, 1866, Paid letter at
1 shilling L4d. rate by British
'I) I} packet, posted at Port Louis,
—p- Endorsed: p St:"Norna" Via Mar-
seilles, Paid to destination.

‘Norna was a 962 ton iron screw
steamer of the P, & 0, Line, Letter went by Norna to Galle, Ceylon,
then transshipped by another P. & O, steamer to Suez. From there it
went overland across Egypt to Alexandria.

Wes. . May 4, Letter by British or French packet,
/oy 2 .. French paquebot Said arrived at Marseilles
o (MAT|® )41 May 3 having left Alexandria March 28,
ENGE Y
L/
$.1847

May 5. Bordeaux arrival bhackstamp,

Fri 4475




|

1866 G

INDIA TO MAURITIUS VIA BOMBAY AND ADEN

TPI80. [Linef s Sl Cornatic, "Bfomb.o'.gf io Aden

_ RQ.'!'e of | September 1865

\-‘A?"JN
Qse);
JA?L//

April 20, 1866. Letter paid at the 1 September 1865 rate of
8 annas per #-oz. to Mauritius hy‘British Packet via Aden.

Rate paid by the 8 annas. carmine, Issue of 1855, tied by the

mi'tie print" handstamp "Stamped" of Camin Lamouroux & Co. to pre-

vent pilferage of the stamp by native clerks. dancelled by the
Type I B/1 of‘Calcutta._‘ i

April 29. Letter forwarded te Bombay far handling by P. & 0.
Steam Navigation Co. where the S5.S. Carnatic departed April 29,
arrived at Aden May 7. Letter was forwarded on by British Packet

' to Mauritiua.

May 24, 1866. Mail arrival date at
= Port Louis, Mauritius, backstamp. It

USRI T was there subject to the Ship postage
S,0..% inwards rate of 6d. per half-ounce
EMY2gu : :
Y e 8 L This rate re,_cognized nn_p;repayme_,nt.
- N&6.4 TR, Lowe, Vol. II, Pg. .369. :

— e —

FMW Aad -




DATE: 20 April 1866
ROUTE: Calecuttz to Mauritius viz Bombay and Aden
STAMP: B amnas cammine of 1855
RATE: of 1 September 1865
8 annas per half ounce

The postal regulations provided for a fine of 4 annas (6d) for
insufficiently stamped letters in addition te the exlra postage;
it appears that this lefter weighed more than a half ounce and
was assessed the fine,




(1868-69

B e 1]

MAURITIUS

December 31, 1868. Letter posted at Port Louis and paid at the
local 2d. rate by a wing margin copy of the Issue of 1863 blue.

January 1, 1869. Arrival backstamp at Riviere du Rempart,
Mauritius.




1869

MAURITIUS
TO INDIA VIA ADEN FORWARDING AGENT
RICHARDSON & CO.,

Maouritiua

; // __-‘H—\S} ‘u.
(B53) (@.am_ -\
k Q'f;\g (e E e ~~'l &'
April 10, 1869. Letter posted Handstamp of forwardirg
at st. Louis, Mauritius and back- agent on reverse of cover,

stamped c.d.s. of receipt, "B53"
R.L. Type C16.

April 24, 1862. Rack=- 10d. out of post- May 5, 1869,
stamp transit of mail age for sea and Calcutta receipt
sorting steamer en India, lMauritius backstamp.
route from Aden to retained 1d, for

Bombay. her share.



1873- 74 0 0 50 O

"MAURITIUS TO ITALY V
_ Ligne T - 2¢ Varianie, A

Paguebot Du

Ligne N - Aden a Marsei

_ :"P.gq;;,_ebjaf: Sindh |

The Ligne 1 steamer Dupl
the 13th and arrived at Ade

November 28, 1873. The Ligne N steamer Sindh left Shanghai this

date, cleared Saigon Dec., 8
at Aden on December 25.

|

Endorsed Via Marseilles p France (French

Marseilles to Hong Kong via Suez. Mail was
transferred at Aden where the Ligne T steam-

IA ADEN AND MARSEILLES
demn a la Reunion et Maourice

se izl L0 1)

lle

December 12, 1873. Paid packet letter
with 1 shilling blue Issue of 1870 and 1d.
lilac brown and 2d. blue Issue of 1863,

Packet.)

‘ligne T, the 2nd Variant, was establish-
ed in 1869 as an annex service for Ligne N,

ers terminated from Mauritius and Reunion.
eix departed Mauritius Dec, 12 via Reunion
n December 25, 1873,

and linked up with the Ligne T mails
Jan. 7, 1874, Arrival date of Sindh
at Marseilles. Mark notes: British
~ Possessions via Suez, French Packet
~ Ambulant (RR) Marseilles. i
~ Jan, 8, Italian ambulante (RR)
backstamp, Modane to Torino.

Jan. 9. Genoa arrival backstamp.

ML Lsgsq 0

4



1874

MAURITIUS
REGISTRATION MARKS
ZCVSTERN. |
ZA 25N
“ NERER ﬁj

72, 4 AP
- 6
\QlJnyrﬁi/x

P

April 4, 1874, Letter posted and registered at
Mauritius to Bombay, India.

(B53)

_———a—,
e it
—

||

1 shilling 3d. in
Mauritius stamps
canceled by "B53"
(this type cancel
unlisted by R. Lowe).

April 21, 1874,
Bombay receipt.,

71r(::) l
Accountancy mark,
10 d. out of rate
due to British for
sea voyage, 2d. to
Mauritius for her
handling, 3d. reg-
istry fee, total
1/3d.

%
|
l

FMH 4500



f L'

{ 1880

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE T = 2™ Variant.
ADEN A LA REUNIONET MAURICE, 1869~ 1882
POSTMARKS OF ORIGIN-BRITISH POSSESSIONS

3 June 18, 1880,
£ i W T A Letter posted at
i ((B K 3)) Port Louis, Maurit-
a3 A S e R ius for Bordeaux
y y———a "per Alphee".
8/
a'
A
o) a5 AN June 18, 1880. Ligne T
) AN Y packet, the steamerAlphee,
L Rebiion [_a-w’ ""_’—'\”,V‘ left Mauritius on her home-
S ey %208y ward voyage, landed Aden
d g acyitios NERT July 1, 1880.
e Maurice)

July 12, 1880, At Aden letter
transferred to a ship of "la Ligne
d'Extreme-~Orient' which put in at
Naples where this French mark was
applied., ILetter then travelled via
the tunnel at Mont-Cenis on the RR
Modane to Paris. July 13.

Bordeaux receipt
ba-c ks'l‘a.mp-

FMK 4rf.0




FRENCH

1882

POSTAL HISTORY

LIGNE T — 2N° Variomnt
ADEN A LA REUNION ET MAURICE, |1869-1882
POSTMARKS OF ORIGIN - BRITISH POSSESSIONS

Maupifdt g
(Tl Mav rice)

L

———— e

April 18, 1882, Letter
posted at Mauritius for
Agen, France, routed '"via
Suez et llaples',

April 18, 1882. ILigne T
packet, steamer GODAVERY which

q&i;iﬁ; left Mauritius on her home-

ﬁ(ﬂ%’i’ﬁ ward journey April 18. She

O landed Aden on April 30, where

NS she transferred mail to Ligne
e N ship.

ORI

A

{ f;.l ’t’\)‘r'r .’l'.‘.."
i -rol__ f:ﬂlr‘—__

Fi

N
Vo

— 5 S e s SESCEEe———

Backstamps: May 12, 1882. Mail was
routed via Naples, Italy through the
Mont Cenis Tunnel to Lyon. Thence,
Lyon to lfarseille (Special Train);
Cette to Bordeaux route (3rd section,
Brigade C) to Agen on the C-B line.

FMH 4460.0






1893 \

MAURITIUS
REGISTERED - PORT LOUIS TO BERLIN
FRENGH 'PACKET — LIGNE V

‘Ligne de la Cote Orientle D'Atrigoe”, 1888- 1895

FPebes 23, 1893. Registered letter posted
at Port Louis, Mauritius, Registration
No, 104, mms, on cover face, 49¢ Mauritius
paid in an interesting array of stamps.

A
& (FEVR E‘

-l
e rr

Ny

Feb., 24, 1893. Letter picked
up by the Ava, Ship No. 1 of lLigne
Vs She trans-shipped her mail to
another vessel
at Malta.

March 29, 1893. Arrival
backstamp, Germany.

\‘- .
N M » Piege-Suarez
Mayotte - \
S\
Ma: \
Qjunga =
. R/ S Marie A HQer‘Ce
| 0 (Mauritivs)
- { e

—

e L4 Réunion



]

1893

A =

Ta

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V.DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION
S.S. Amazonec

é' LeAINION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE

11 XI‘I{[ 3 K6 1 Hﬁs&hL.RJ (08 D) j/J’

| 'POST_ CRRD
THE ADBRESS ONLY TO/BE | L.{.RE ELN?C Dot ETR
WRITTEN ON: THIS SIDE \ 'MISE DE. OTE DE LA CA _:

March 9, 1893. A 6¢ U.P.U. Post Card to France posted at
Camp de Masgue, Mauritius. The card is cancelled by the seldom
seen "B45" of Camp de Marque.

March 10. Card in transit at Port Louis, Mauritius.
March 25. S.S. Amazone of the Ligne V, designated V.3 on

this voyage, departed from Reunion this date. She arrived at
Marseilles on Apri1l 23.
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FRENC’H PACKET LIGNE'V"..'-;LQReumen a. Mm‘;eu' |
.f. "Ligne dcla.Cofe Orienta
§ PeJ bio LT Tl b

MADAGASCAR

April 3, 1894, Letter originated at Fort Dauphin, a ruined

fort and town on the south coast of Madagascar. It was direct-
ionally endorsed '"per Zanzibar via Tamatave'", referring to the
routing of the Ligne V steamers from Reunion which picked up
the southern Madagascar mails at Tamatave.

April 9. Tamatave
transit backstamp. Mail
held there pending arr-
ival of the next steam-
ship.

"8,2308/2

April 25, 8.S. Pei-Ho of Ligne V,
designated No. 2, departed from Reunion
Madagascar mail went aboard her at her
port of call at Tamatave April 27 when
the octagonal mark was struck.

May 253. Altona, Germany arrival
backstamp.

' 900 s S A A L QNS VN S I L0 O S0 1




1895

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V-LA REUNION A MARSEILLE

Cachets de Corps Expeditionmaire de Madagascar

S. 2311/2

Sept. 28, 1895. Mark of the Army;
Expeditionary Corps of Madagascar,

" struck aboard the Djemnah, which left Backstamp, bold mark of the
Reunion on Sept. 23, and arrived Mar- French Maritime Service. The
seilles Cct. 19, 1895. Soldiers' French Expeditionary Force was
mail went free of any postal charges. sent te occupy Madagascar Dec.

12, 1894. After occupying
Tamatave, they were held up
months by fever and transporta-
tion difficulties. This letter

SCONS October 20, 1895. was posted two days before the

/o) -égi?d*(\ Arrival backstamp capitol, Tananarive, was bombard-
GE<}N;-ImF at Franconville, ed on Sept. 30, 1895. '
RTDANR L »leﬂ S5eine et Oise, France.

NG
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LIGNE V, DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION
Paqyueboi [raouadd#

[ —
i R
PL7 e

|

/%/WJ/(% 2/ ////4// )&

October 17, 1900. Letter prepaid at
~\ Mauritius by a pair of the 15¢ Admiral
o Mahe de la Bourdonnais (Governor 1734-36)
Fggirg: . Issue of 1899. Letter is endorsed: p.
., =T A M.M. "Iraouaddy.

P October 27. French pagquebot mark struck
AmN\ aboard the Messageries Maritimes steamer
'F'”W Traouaddy. She was designated Ligne V, No.
- ' 3 on this voyage. Salles notes this steamer
%jrj at Reunion on November 1, 1900.

November 25. Iraouaddy arrived at Mars-
eilles.

WAN O
K// AR N November 26. Arrival backstamp at Nancy.

f T
Eﬁgqgnﬁi‘mﬂ Meurthe-et-Moselle, France, the confluence
ESQ'J“/igf of the two rivers.
N @ P
&y R

s £ =
Akl

b
b




18'71

ANGLO-FRENCH EXCHANGE MARKS '

On Jan. 1, 1866 an additional new article became effective
to reimburse the British for French mail carried aboard British
packets, These charges were:

Foreign countries in Asia 1Fr,26¢c,per 30 grams (1sh,)

|
|
:
From British possessions in Asia 1Fr.66. per 30 grams (1sh.4d.) |
Printed matter from either origin 1Fr,.90c.per kilogram (1sh.6d.) |

\ Ll ’Jf:;/\ ,’ ¥ o . | sy ..TI 2 ) -h‘ i lil
T [I

. |

wﬁ” f%@? s

July 15, 1871.
Unpaid letter at
Calcutta, direct=

/] : - T : =
ed via Brindisi, O_/(y'%""ff/ (/ /-_- 2 { iy ‘

port in Italy on
the Adriatic Sea,

LGBy
\‘. G, 22

N 8, 3065

Exchange mark A Lo A
(20 x 17.5 mm) : VI Ly
showing France = ©  iiiacus ANty R ST
owes Britain 1 LR : ' '

Franc 66 centimes
per 30 grams of
mail, bulk. This
mark is recorded
in Salles as
from Mauritius
(1866-67, black).
The Salles 3062
"Calcutta" mark,
said to be seen
in blue, measur-

es 20 x 22 mm,

It would appear
that the "Mauri-
tius", Salles
3065 was reass-
igned to Calcu-
tta. Both the
Calcutta back-
stamp and the
exchange mark are
in the same ink.

-
&
*
-

Aug, 14-15.
Bordeaux receipt
backstamps., 15
decimes (1Fr.50c.)
due.

FMi -1?4.3
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.~ ANGLO-FRENCH

Anglo-French account-
‘ancy mark crediting
‘Britain with 1 Frane,
86 centimes for ocean
voyvage.

S_—

EXCHANGE MARKS - StrucKk aboard
the Sea Post Office - Bo-*mb‘o._.xf to Adem

FORWARDING AGENT
_Gill-’h.défs  Avbouthmot & Co.,Calcotta

June 26,
1874, Trench
entry mark at
Rrindisi,Ttaly.
Ambulant via
Modane to Paris.

f\LLANnens
ARBUTHNOTA Co

[INDIAUNPAID|

|l June 2,1874,
Letter posted

unpaid by

' Porwarding |

Agent at Cal- |

cutta.

/ SEA
POST OFFICE

5 JUNE

June 5, 1874,
Tetter handled
by the Rombay-
Aden Sea Tost
Office which
applied this
mark aboard
ship.

Backstamps (3)s

June 27-8, 1874. Paris to

Rordeaux transit.

15 decimes due from ‘
recipient,




| 1860 |

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
MARKS OF MAIL ORIGIN: AUSTRALIE VOIE DE SUEZ
PAR AMBULANTS

. : L .I' : '/ d’,;' T
g AL IS {
M stk 34 5o
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March 7, 1860. Letter prepaid at
Sydney, N.S.W., at the 6d. rate by
British or French packet to Marseilles
R.L. Type C11 date stamp.

TARLO™N

&0

May 4-5, 1871.

May 3, 1860. Letter marked
incoming at Marseilles, R.R.
(Ambulant). This type (Salles
2.116) always indicates origin
at Melbourne. Brigade C. 5 dec-
imes due from recipient.

Transit backstamps, FParis to Nantes

(RR day trip, Brigade C), arrival at Paimboeuf.



1888

FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE T-3rd Variant

-
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A L'AUSTRALIE ET NOUMEA
VIA LA REUNION ET MAURICE

M

|
‘ MAURITIUS
|
|

March 9, 1888.
Card posted at
Port Louis, Mauritius.

' UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE _#
| MAURITITS, (MAUGRLY

THE ADDRESS QONLY TO BE LIADRESSE SEULEN 1
WRITTEN QN THIS SIDE | MISZ DE CE COTE DN

Mar. 10, 1888.
Card picked up by
the Steamer Yarra,
which had left Sydney
Feb. 1%. Mail marked
transit at Mahe, Sey-
chelles.,

The Yarra arrived
Marseilles on March

29, 1888.




189

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE T - 42 Variante
MARSEILLE TO NEW CALADONIA BY SEYCHELLES & AUSTRALIA

. The Convention of 30 June 1886 reorganized the route of Ligne
T, eliminating passage to Reunion and Mauritius,

Cctober 11, 1891. Double rated U.PU, Oct, 11, Transit back-
letter (8¢ x 2 = 16¢) posted at Curepipe stamp at Port Louis, Mau-
Road, Mauritius, c.d.s. backstamp. ritius. Local steamer

Stamps cancelled with "37" identified took letter to the Sey-
with the Curepipe Road Post COffice. chelles.

L, Uctober 16, 1891. %iiﬁﬁy\

V& st Steamer Oceanien, S?w:“igf

{,}39q» , No.4 of Ligne T, < k\% f% Nov. 2, 1891.

W\ G v vicked up letter i )V> Aubervillers,

o= at Mahe, Seychelles. \Q§ET§SVf France arrival

s She arrived Mars- — backstamp.

5,7_1;“/4 eilles November 1.




1895

g o470

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE T -4¢ Vatiante
MARSEILLES TO NEW CALEDONIA BY SEYCHELLES & AUSTRALIA
Po.cgt..-ebo't Ville de Ciotat

The Convention of 30 June 1886 reorganized the route of Ligne T,
eliminating passage to Reunion and Mauritius. Sailing homeward, the
steamship from New Caledonia called at Sydney, Melbourne and King
George's Sound. From the latter port they proceeded directly to Mahe,
Seychelles.

SEYOHETLES

. 5 B .
POST 483 CARD
: ef&)r ( -\ [\ I

THE 'ADDRESS ONLY TOC BE WRITTEN ON T4 &

January 28, 1895. A 4 cent Seychelles post card augum-
ented by a 2 cent adhesive, Issue of 1890, Die TII, card

addressed to Germany.

Paquebot Ville de Ciotat, homeward bhound from New
Caledonia, touched at Sydney January 25, and left Austr-
alia at King George's Sound. She touched at Mahe,
Seychelles on February 16, where this card went aboard.
On this voyage she was designated Ligne T No. 4 as shown
in the textbook strike of the octagonal ship mark.

March 2. Ville de Ciotat arrived at Marseilles.

March 3. Ulm, Germany arrival stamp.




903

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE T :5@ Variante S.S. Australien
MARSEILLE TO NEW CALEDONIA by COLOMBO & AUSTRALIA

Feb, 20, 1903. Card
posted at Hanol and
carried by local steamer
to the port of Colombo,
Ceylon, call of the Ligne
T steamers, 5th variant of
the line (see map).

March 7, 1903, Stamped
aboard the Australien
which left Sydney Feb.
16 and cleared Colombo
March 7 with this card.
Records show
she arrived o=
Marseilles
March 22.

This is a
scarce mark,

@N

( 23 3.03.1-9 N)
\ \_nnm,//

QVENN
//E;:ﬂﬂh4f\

( 25,3.0’3.2-3N)

\\;&BED: / March 23. German transit stamps.
.S

FE MM

4187.¢



)

i 1894

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

DIEGO-SUAREZ TO GERMANY

May 12, 1894.
Mail t.rans-shlpped
at Reunion aboard
the Ava of the
Amnex Service of
Ligne U, Reunion May 17. Pick-
to Mahe, Seychelles. o4 up by the Australien,Ship

3 of Ligne T. June 1, card
c¢leared rail office at Ulm,

FRENCH PACKETS:LIGNE V, Marseille o. lo. Reunion.
\ LIGNE U,Service Annexe des Mascareignes.
5o i LIGNE T, Marseille o la. Noouvelle Calédontie

liay 5, 1894, Post
card entered mails
at Diego-Suarez to
Germany.

MaK 5, 1894. Card
picked up by the

Iraocuaddy, Ship No.'
lo:f‘LgneVonher
outward voyage, she
having left Mars-

eille April 12. She |

dropped her mail at
Reunion.

FMHE 4%.0



1896

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V, DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION

The older Ligne V, designated as "La Ligne de la Cote Orien-
tale d'Afrigue™ (1888-1895) saw a varient for only the year 1896.
Outgoing ships went direct from Djibouti to Diego-Suarez, but re-

turned by way of the East Coast of Africa.

The following year,

1897, and continuing through 1912, the line went direct via Mahe

in the Seychelles.

ENSTED
= AP 30V 2 30A )
JuR tT\\f)

\ %6 /
\\h .//

— T

April 30, 1896. Circular date
stamp of Port Louis, Mauritius
cancels Mauritius stamps.

April 30, 1896. The Iraocuaddy,
designated as packet No.Z2 of the
1896 Intermediate Ligne V service
stamped letter aboard. She
cleared Reunion May 1, arrived
Marseilles May 28.

May 29. Arrival
backstamp at Meze,
France.
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1898

O Y

LlGNE V DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION
Segchelles to o S via France and Enqgland
Ligne V. SS. Ho ‘Mahé 1o Marseilles
.hAt;f€ i};fQ

W}uta St'm- Llne S

July 30, 1898.
posted at Mahe,

~August 25.

August 3]. 5.8, Majestic, Capt Smith, of the White Star

Pei-Ho arr:wed at Marseilles.

where this letter went aboard.

Line left Liverpool Aug. 31, and called at Queenstown Sept 1 L |1
1
1
|

Sept. ?.

Star Line,

and proceeded to the docks of the White 1

Port of New’ York backstam'p.

Seychelles stamped envelope
The French paquebot S.S. Pei-
Ho left Reunion on August 1 and picked up the
Seychelles mail at Mahe after calling at the
Madagascar ports of Tamatave and Diego-Suarez.

Filaw < 03 v



1898

LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION I® OU LIGNE U

November 14, 1898. Registered letter posted at Mauritius,
postage and registration paid by Issue of 1895 adhesives to
total 31 cents. "120" in manuscript is the registered letter
number,

November 14, The French Ligne U
paquebot D jemnah picked up the Maurit-
ius mail, She departed Reunion November
17 ard arrived at Marseilles December 17.

Backstamp.

December 18. Arrival backstamp at
Geneva, Switzerland.




i_ 1899

LIGNE DE LA REUNION A MARSEILLE
S.S. Oxus

I° ou LIGNE U

e A i
L AL

uNIO OSTALE UN
M ..\@/n ITR
d S'r ARG L

DRESS ONLY TO BE
WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

. RN
“GM-.

June 14,

1899.

A registered Mauritius post card, the 8¢ card
revalued to 6¢,; augmented by the 36¢ surcharged to 15¢, Issue of
1899, the Diamond Jubilee Issue.

Posted at Curepipe, Mauritius,
it went aboard the Ligne U paguebot Oxus.

o June 14. Ligne U mark struck aboard the Oxus at
//}Afvzj\ Mauritius. She touched at Reunion on June 17 and
B0 %X arrived at Marseilles July 15.

JUILLET

5-6

The Oxus was designated
ship No. 2 of Ligne U on this trip.
July 17.
7899 - !

Gand (Ghent), Belgium arrival backstamp.




1899

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE U-LA REUNION A MARSEILLE

Cachtts de Corps Expéditionmaire de 'M@d-tx_q ascar,

: 5.2325/2

Sept.2, 1899. Army "Expeditionary
Corps of Madagascar" struck aboard Shi
No. 2, Ligne U vessel, Reunion to Mar-
seilles. No postage was charged to
military personnel.

Sept. 26, 1899,
Arrival backstamp
at Plouescat,
Einistere,'Frander

P - =
Cachet of the French Maritime

Service, The French conquest of

Madagascar ran from Nov. 10,1894

to Jan. 16, 1896, the first per-
iod of the French Expeditibnary Force.
French forcing of the queen to accept
French possession of the island re-
sulted in an anti-Foreign and anti-
Christian insurrection necessitating
continuance of the "Expeditionary
Force" as late as 1899,

e TR

FME 4970




1899

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
2° LIGNE P, DE SINGAPOUR A BATAVIA

LiEeN. 7 A A y:
o= i s 3\\
g (3 o 7 b ‘.
\ (ol 1] ;i
“Naam  Singapore W\ |89
> A S k“\“ /,é

\\ Nov. 7, 1899, Card posted at
\ Soekabolm, Dutch Indies for Ain-
A Bessem, Algeria, French mail serv-
\ ices to Batavia were handled by Ligne
\ P, which made connections with the
'rﬁ) major Ligne N (Vokohama to Marseille)
a at Singapore. Two days was allowed
Iy for the Batavia-Singapore run. The
I3 steamer la Seyne served this route
;3 from July 1898 to 1905,
¥ Bar‘qw‘q TE TR J——
Wi Rt /(':\\ P ?,_'_' x;r\
l' o kK “‘T:C’; l“f’*ﬁv 29 s/
fgm_¢ Nov. 11, 1899. Card L CEY 2RSS
transit marked aboard
an‘\> the steamer Tonkin on Dec. 4, 1899. Dec. 6.
\» 29 her return voyage. She Card readdressed Marseille
5%’  left Vokohama on Oct. at Algeria to Mar- receipt
11 and Saigon on Nov.7. seille,then trav-  handstamp.

elled on 3rd French
Packet to ] arsellle.

“-7‘-', 2
Feler s /_"4 ey 1

BRIEFEAART uit Nederlandsch-Indié.
(Carte postale des Indes orfentales néerlanialses,)




1901

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION I°® QU LIGNE U
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A SAIGON-LIGNE N

l{fail on Ligne U from Reunion was routed via Djibouti in
Fast Africa. Any mail destined for the East Indies was then
trans-shipped to the Orient on Ligne N.

Ay
N Shanghaiy Japd e
" aps
4 /1
b \“‘G”"T ka7 |
p Hm‘-pken’ ____-":‘ -7
X }
Aden :
oy Ay =
- - ? ""-E:TQ" A I '.‘u.u?qn
Fyibout; J b Y . 6 e
zfo G-q(fe
&
/
E
0’ Zanyibar %
b «fk
N\ My
Y ) Dicga: Suarey
e i) | \f AT"
e 6/{ 570Ny, / /AL ) \
.. -8 I Mauyice | ooT J
* e
= Tave "o o) Bbipnian i o1 .{Q—
/L) f_'.ﬁ\ /

Oct. 19, 1201,
Card cancelled
at Tamatave,llad-
agasgar. Address-
ed to the direc-
tor of Navigation
of the Tonkin
7ulf.

Dirackevins dea Ct‘_“ﬁgg ( ;Iﬂ!:ezpaﬂd@gcgg @Wrg.__&o d«kaw

S ' Oct.19.Aboard
@[M«agf' o T onlinotee IRAQUADDY, left

Reunion 0Oct,.17,

— - ! N1l +i N L
/onk L), Nl 20 ! f orp gI:rNoJIl;g;Eelm &

mark. Aux.lines
» Saigon - Hai-Phong

1A &
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1901 |

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
>1d | |GNE DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION 1°=LIGNE U

. ’g( Q‘
/J‘“L% ¢

G\an’:&q,'

Nov. 11, 1901l. Postal card cancelled
at St. Denis, Reunion.

ﬂ’ I.57¢ Marie
/  I.Mauvice

rd
=
Nov. 17, 1901, /i 5
Cc ta.gonal date stamp f')’c faria q Revnion
aboard the YANGTSE, - —.

L OUren £o
Marques

steamer No. 1 of
Ligne U on her return
trip to Marseille.

Jan. 11, 1902. Card -
arrived at Pretoria, 5s€v ';
the Transvaal. The__ v SR TORIAIE
YANGTSE had dropped o n
mail at Zanzibar, SNRD n

Card then went
by British
Steamer via
Lourenco lMar-
ques. As card
went into |
South Africa |
during the |
Boer War, it
was subject
to censor-
ship, as shown
by the censor's
mark,




1905

IE39€5 [912

S.S Melbourne , 'ff,g*,

A serles of plcture post cards all with the same postal mark-
ings mailed at-Mayotte on the 2nd Ligne U de la Cote Orientale

- D'Afrigue on her outbound trip and ‘addressed to Zanzibar. The-
Ligne U schedule of the 5.5, Melbburne, éesignated U No.:1 ‘was : f_l.

as follows:

; Outbound' May 2, 1905 Mayotte 3 Beturnﬁmay'ia“ “Mauritius depart

May 3 1. 1.; ‘Nossi-Be = ' 7" ""May 17 'Reunion '
May & | | Diego-Suarez . .. May 19  Tamatave
May 6... ... ., Tamatave . i May .21 .. Diego-Suarez
. May-8 - Reunion - i - May - 23 Mayotte
May-1Qi i3 Mauritius potedes s May 261 Zanzibar rarrive,
] ) : arrival, gt e g e T put - aehore:

Thus, the cards went out to Mauritiua, Ligne U and returngd by'-

the same route to ZanZ1bar.

= m

- June 14 Marseilles arri=-
.. val via Suez,




3 — Tamalave - Bureau des Douanes
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LIGNE V,LA REUNION A MARSEILLE
Po_q_uebo‘k Oxus

dJune 1, 1902. The Messageries Maritimes steamer Oxus, designated
V.2 on this voyage, departed from Reunion en route to Marseilles.

June 11. A printed matter piece of mail posted at Djibouti,
French Somali Coast, and paid at the 5 centimes printed matter
rate by the 5 centimes surcharge on 40 centimes adhesive, Issue
of 1902.

June 13. Oxus called at Djbeouti where this cover went aboard.

S

26N x-

June 25. Oxus arrived at Marseilles.

June 26. Lucerne, Switzerland arrival backstamp.
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1905

FRENCH PACKETS
LIGNE V - LA REUNION A MARSEILLE

2% Variant —Direct Roote Via Mahé&

March 5, 1905. Tetter
posted at Tamatave, lMadagasgar.

March 5, 1905. Letter
picked up by the MELBOURNE,
which left Reunion on lMar.
3, 1905, arriving at llars-
eille Mar. 27,

April 6, 19056, TLetter
backstamped arrival at Newton,
Mass.
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FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V,DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION

Po.oluebo'r OXUS -N°© 4

Oxus on her September 25, 1905 sailing out of Marseilles, As a
result the postal agent aboard allowed bisected 15 centime stamps
to serve as "Special Prepayment" of the 10 c. post card rate during
the emergency.

Two different handstamps in violet were used to validate the
bisects by tying the bisected stamps to postal matter.

N.B. Separate stamp. "Oxus"
Oxus in upper and lower case
letters,

T W e e I R M I e I S, e, I e T S S, I S e fo=—i{u

Affranchissement special

o
]
|
§
J
§
§
)
0
]
g
]
% L shortage of 10 centime stamps occurred aboard the steamer
)]
§
]
]
]
|
0
g
g
J
J
0 faute de timbres a 10 cent.
)

HEEMONLL THY Y AMOF (Principanté de Samod

POSTAQ? |\ REELLQ
( ARTE, POS E it o
nte de 'tlm" rgl‘s

Ce pdié est exclusivement réscrve 3 'nidresse

Oct. 25, 1905. The Oxus had left Marseilles Sept. 25, One
of a series of postcards by a tourist aboard. Probably dropped off
at Diego~Suarez to be picked up by another, homeward bound, ship,
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1905

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V, DE LA REUNION A MARSEILLE

Po_quebcﬂ' OXUS~-N®© 4

A shortage of 10 centime stamps occurred aboard the Oxus,
resulting in the postal agent aboard allowing bisected 15 centime
stamps to serve as "Special Prepayment" during the emergency

Two different handstamps in violet were used to validate the
bisect.

Affranchissement special
faute de timbresall cent.

Paguebot-Poste N.B. - Separate stamp,
OX1S QXUS in upper case letters.

A CARTE POYfrarr Hasemsd
; fante ge it o g :
TN €e coté est exclusivement resme a ladresse

Paqnebot‘Po s

M orifreces. Z;Lﬁjrfs

R T M I O I I T I e I B e I o I IR et et M, B, IR o o I I M I M e bt e e e e [

November 14, 1905. The Oxus had left Reunion
on Hovember 2 on "her return voyage.
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1905

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE V, DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION

Po_quebof‘ OXUS-N°©° 4.

Series of bisected stamps validated by Type T viclet hand-
stamp. Note varying position of "Oxus" relative to 'rest of leg-
end proving separate handstamps were used.
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1910

FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY

Messo.geries Moritimes ~ SS. Arymand Behic.
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Jan. 19, 19104
Card posted at
Colombo, Ceylong
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FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION
Naovtonapthe Jean Laborde

L et i T BT
NAUTONAPUTE JE OR
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Williem C. Vestal

P. C. Box 185
Redlands, California
U. s. #..

T i S_.2341/5

June 8, 1933. Jean Laborde departed from Marseilles on May 10
on the 1920 "New Convenfion" schedule of Ligne de Marseille a 1z
Reunion: Marseilles (0) - Port Said (5) - Djibouti (12) - Mombassa
(19) = Zanzibar (21) - Dar es Salaam (21) - Mayotte-Majunga-Nossi
Be-Diego Saurez (31) - Tamatave (35) = Reunion (38) =« Mauritius
(45). This letter evidentally received the Jean Laborde cachets
around Mayotte on the outbound voyage May 27, and went ashore at
Tamatave, Madagasgar on June 8, where the maritime cachet (S5.2341)

was applied and the stamp was cancelled the same day. dJean Laborde
went on to Mauritius,

The letter went back on the Grandidier which had departed from
Reunion Junely and arrived back at Marseilles July 7.

July 24, Letter docketed arrival at Redlands, California on
this date,

*Numbers indicate days out from Marseilles.



1939

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A LA REUNION
9.5, Bernardin de St-Pierre

February 23, 1939. The French paquebot S.S. Bernardin de St.-

Pierre departed from Marseilles out-bound for Reunion where she
arrived March 27.

March 20. This letter went aboard at Madagascar on the out-
bound leg as endorsed and remained with the ship for her return
voyage, arriving back at Marseilles April 28.

N.B.: Octagonal mark is Salles 2345. Salles does not record a
vessel number for this trip, here shown as No. 3.



LIGNE L - LOANGO TO BORDEAUX, 1899-1908

e

. te00 |

FRENCH PACKET LINES

-

4 St lovis
B Dakar

3 Mo Laq hﬁo
R Paintelaire

June 7, 1900,
Stamped envelope
posted at Dakar,
which was on the
route of lLigne I, -
T.oango to Rordeaux.
(Map at left.)

June 13, 1200,
The Frencﬁ packet
V. Maranhao, desig
nated as No. 1 of
Ligne L, arrived
at Dakar, en route
from Libreville,
which she had left
on May 30. The
V. Maranhao a-rr.i'vedj
at Rordeaux on !
June 22, 1900,




LIGNE L- Loando

1897

FRENCH PACKET LINES

a Bordeawoux

Steamer No.l- V Permam buco

This vessel left Liberville on her return voyage on Sept.
7, 1897 and stopped at Cotonou where this card was picked up.
She arrived at Bordeaux on Sept. 27, 1897,

Card cancelled
at Porto Novo, thence travelled
overland to Cotonou where it had
to wait until Sept. 10 for the
V. Pernambuco.

Sept. 10, 1897. Stamped
aboard the V. Pernambuco.
Although designated the Loango
to Bordeaux line, the ships
only went as far as Libreville,
and free transshipments were
arranged to Loango, Angola,

FpMmbl 470




- ville on Aug.

. Cotonou on
- Aug. 7, where

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE L- Loango to Bordeaoux 1899~ 1908

Service of Ligne L term-
inated at Libreville with
free service beyond to
Loango.

g

Berdcanx Vig

Aug. 5, 1905. Porto
Novo, Dahomey cancellation
on 25 centimes stamp, Scott
# 8. Letter overland to
Cotonou, port of call on
the Loango to Bordeaux

Ligne L,

Aug, 7, 1905.
Packﬁ% No. 24
the Cholon

left Libre-

4, 1905 and
stopped at

letter was
picked up and
marked with
this "Cachet
de Ligne". She
arrived at
Bordeaux on
Aug. 23, 1905.

Letter back-
stamped Sept.
2, 1905 at
Washington,D.C,




1898

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE M- Looamgo o Marseille

Oct. 28, 1898, Card posted
at cgnakry' French Guinea, It
had to wai% until Oct. 30 for
the steamer of Ligne M to arrive.

Oct. 30, 1898, Steamer No.
2 of Line M, the Staznboul, left
Libreville on Oct, , and
after calls at eotonou'! Gd.
Bassam and Freetown, pilcked

card up on Oct, 30 at Conakry.

She arrived at larseille Nov.
12, 1898,

Ligne M was in reality only
from Bordeaux to Libreville as
steamers only went as far as
Libreville., Auxillary free car-
riage was provided to Loango and

Loa.nda. *
@0
13,4198 —7

Nov,. 13, 1898.
Receipt back-
stamp at Bern,
Switzerland,

Ml ST o




1916 |

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE L -De Bordeaux a Matadi

A new convention, confirmed 5 May 1906, extended La Ligne
de Bordeaux to Matadi, with a2 minimum of six voyages annually
subsidized. The war of 1914 - 1918 disorganized the regularity
of the departures,

RECOMMANDE

Sept.10,191€.
Registered
letter posted
at Duala,which
port was in-
cluded on the
Matadi to Bor-
deaux line in

1916.

A A

S OQRMERCIALE o COUEST AFRICAI

.—' ¢|l L]
F58 1Y %
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a | e

3
bl e P

S 1. e i

?:5 7-4.'0! ors
e Bordease

Sept. 21, 1916, Back-
stamp (Salles 1228). The
steamer Afrigue cleared
Libreville 18 Sept. and
Duala 21 Sept. Wartime
scheduling caused letter
to await at Dusla from
Sept, 10 to 21. The Afrigue
was designated steamer No,1
of Ligne L.

Oct. 2, 1916.
Paris arrival §
backstamp.
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FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE L-De Bordeaux a Matad:
S‘S..Afrh%ye

5. 027

May 8, 1917. This post card was posted at Conakry on the
outbound voyage of the steamship Afrique which had departed
from Bordeaux April 28 and arrived at Libreville May 27. It
was franked with the 2 centimes Senegal Issue of 1914, can-
celled aboard the Africue which was designated No. 3 of Ligne
L. Afrigue arrived back at Bordeaux June 19, this card having
completed the voyage back through all the West African ports
of call.



1871

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE N- SHANGHAI TO MARSEILLE

S$.5.Provence

Ligne N was extended in four stages, as follows:

‘Suez to Hong Kong

Marseille to Hong Kang

- —»Marseille to Shanghai
Harseille to Y okohama

Naov.

#e se W wE

1866

April 1870
August 1871
‘August 1887.

This 1etter was carried on the third trip of the line
when it was extended to Shanghai by the S.S., Provence,

which left Shanghai on her return trip November 2,
1o

She was designated Ligne N, No.

NOVQ -8, 1871. o
Backstamp date at
Hong Kong. The
SS Provence left
Hong Kong harbor
Nov. 13 with. .
this letter ab- \
oard, "B62" can-
celler of Hong
Kong cancels 6£0¢
in stamps, rate

to Germany. British and French portion was restated at left in sterling,

red mss. 1/8 or 1 shilling = 24¢ + 8d. = 16¢, total 40¢.

FD.

Dec. 13. Recorded arrival date
of the Provence at Marseille.

ant) out of Marseille (Salles
1875). P.F. = Paguebot Fran-
caise. "POﬁsessions ANglaises
Voie de SUEZ"

Dec. 14-15.
transit backstamps
Struck on arrival, train (ambul- Marseille to Paris

RR

and Paris to border
town of Erquelines,

1871.

_Deco 16-
Hamburg
arrival
backstamp,




1874

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE N - SHANGHAI TO MARSEILLE

Possessions Anglaises voie de Svez

Par Ambolant Marseille

—_— GV
(B62) /”“ 2)
— \ “,74.///

October 3, 1874. Letter to France prepaid by Hong Kong stamp
at the 12¢ H.K. rate. Obliterated by "B62", British Post Office
number assigned to Hong Kong.

Endorsed "Str. Amazone" of the French Ligne N, She left Shang-
hai Sept. 27, 1874, and cleared Hong Kong about Oct. 3. The Ama-
zone was not designated a number on this trip.

November 9, 1874, FRecorded arrival date Nov, 10, Paris to
of the Amazone at Marseille. Letter mark- Bordeaux, RR transit
ed incoming "British Possessions via Suez, backstamp.

Paquebot ¥rancais, Ambulant Marseille'.



1878

LIGNE N- MARSEILLES TO SHANGHAI
Le Po.quebot Iraocvaddy

-
LI |

3 M Ly Gonis

4

March 3, 1878. Letter originated at Paris, Place de la
Bourse, where it was endorsed: via French Mail, Overpaid
U.P.U, rate by the 4O centimes, Issue of 1870. Rate from
France to all member countries was 30 centimes per 15 grams,
except to U.S. was 40 cent, per 15 grams, Possible poating
by an American familiar with the U.S. rates,

March 10, The earliest French steamer following March 3
was the Messageries Maritime paguebot Iraocuaddy, which depart-
ed March 10 from Marseilles for Shanghai.

April 16. Arrival of Iraocuaddy at Hong
Kong, backstanp.

April 26. The North China Hersld notes:
Arrived Shanghai 26 April London mails of
8th ulto. per M.M. steamer Iraouaddy.

May 5. Iraouaddy departed from Shanghail
on her return voyage. ,

¥ tH



| I8'78

LIGNE N - SHANGHAI TO MARSEILLES

Shangheai- Fremch Bureau Office

The extensions of service and routes of the Ligne N from
November 186& to Dec, 1910 were:

SUEZ TO HONG KONG NOV. 1866

MARSEILLES TO HONG KONG APRIL 1870
—MARSEILLES TO SHANGHAI AUGUST 1871

MARSEILLES TO YOKOHAMA AUGUST 1887.

_r Vi

sl

OIS 13 AGNE
(5 157 s o b ) /719
[ & 510& BY FRENCH PACKET | (224
\ - p]'ﬂe X e 7 '_."I.-\,':‘
May 19, 1878. French Bureau May 19. The Ligne N No. 2 packet

office date stamp at Shanghai, Tigre left Shanghai May 19, arrived
China. Stamp obliterated by Marseilles July 11, 1878. Packet

the Gross Chiffres "5104" of also stamped the blue "By French
the Shanghai Bureau ofiice. Packet",.
(KRISE,
Vil B July 12, 1878, German (Alsase)
f‘lﬂ. 7 i arrival backstamp at Mulhausen.
12 /



FRENCH PACKET LINES .

S.S. Salazie q

]
?
|
J
|
LIGNE N DEVIENT -LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A YOKOHAMA ‘
|

August 26, 1893, Letter posted at Saigon, French Indo China
and paid at the 25 centimes U.P.U, rate by a copy of the Issue

of 1892,

Backstamp at the Saigon Central Office.

tugust 27. The French Packet steamer Salazie,
designated No. 10 of Ligne N, had departed from
Yokohama July 320, She called at Saigon Aug. 27
where this letter went abozrd snd was identified
by the LIGNE N date stamp.

September 24. Sglszie arrived at Mars-
eilles. Letter was forwarded on to Eichmond,
Surry, England where it received this back-
stamp on Sept. 25.



1894

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE N- YOKOHAMA TO MARSEILLE

This was the principal French Line transmitting the mails
from Yokohama, Shanghai, Hong Kong, Saigon, Singapore, Colombo
(Ceylon), and Aden through the Suez.

gegen Feuerschaden

July 8, 1894. lLetter
posted at Alexandria,
Egypt. 50 centimes
paid by French stamps,
U.P.U, rate. Printed
envelope is addressed
to the "Basel Fire

Insurance Company".

BASEL

(Schweiz.)

Backstamp: July 9. July 15, 1894,
Letter picked up by Receipt backstamp at
the Melbourne on her Basel, Switzerland,
return voyage, she
having left Vokohama
May 19, 1894, She arrived
at Marseille July 12.



1900

LIGNE N-~-MARSEILLES TO YOKOHAMA
Le Paqueboi Oceanien

SEAT 8¢2
%ASETRS£>\

13 NO.CO
S. PM

Nov. 13, 1900.
Letter posted at
Surat at the 2% anna
U.P.U, rate. It
went by local steamer
to Galle, Ceylon,
port of call for the
Ligne N steamers.
The Pagquebot QOceanien
designated No. 1, de-
parted Marseilles on
October 28, 1900, and
this letter went
aboard at Galle Nov,
19 where it received
the LIGNE N mark This
line had been extended
from Shanghai to Yokohama
August 1887.

- ' =N )
BTt & e AT D A T e S S LT

December 3, Arrival of Oceanien at Hong
Kong where the letter received the transit
backstamp. Records show Oceanien at Yoko-
hama on Dec¢, 21 for the return trip.

December 10. Letter forwarded to the
Treaty Port of Foochow by local steamer.
Arrival backstamp.




FRENCH MARITIME POSTAL HISTORY
LIGNE N - CACHET DE LIGNE OCTOGONES

Ligne "N" - Marsecilles to Yokohoma

— — — A t—— g =
———— - - )

A

L# © CARTOLINA POSTALE FIALAN
i (CARTE POSTALE D’m% (M238),
Jo iR

e s
i

March 25, 1904. The octagonal mark used aboard the Ligne
N vessels, this (Salles 1.924/6) being the "new" type, and was
used on the French Packets No. 6 from 1887 - 191C.

The SS Polynesien had left Marseilles March 20. Card posted
at Messina, Italy, and received this cancellation aboard ship.
Card dropped off at Suez for carriage back to France aboard
another packet. The Polynesien continued on to Yokohama.



1892

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE N.- YOKOHAMA TO MARSEILLE

British Tre.o.‘txé Port-~ Amoy via Homng Kong

55T ORN
_ / -~ a3 ——
Gy RN P
| (VAN 20) (B62)
\ 92 .»ff 3 T el
) L
‘*4}ﬂ9§f‘
Jan. 20, 1892, Letter posted Jan. 21, 1892, Letter handled
at the Treaty Port of Amoy and by post office at Hong Kong and

backstamped at the Customs Office. stamps cancelled. Hong Kong was

Mail was

forwarded to Hong Kong. one of the ports of call of Ligne N.

where stamps were cancelled.

Jan.
Francais

27, 1892. Cachet of Paquebot Feb, 24. Feb. 25,
e Nos 4 of Ligne N. This was Marseille to Bern arrival

the return trip of the YANGTSE, which Lyon, night backstamp.
left Yokohama Jan. 3, Hong Kong the train speciel.
27th, cleared Saigon Jan. 30, and

arrived

Marseille Feb. 2L.




1907 i

"
b

LIGNE N-YOKOHAMA TO MARSEILLES
Paquebot Ernest Simons
F

/2N
| CHUNGKING
1 mAR

March 11, 1907. Letter posted at Chunking, China, paid by
the China Issue of 1902 ten cents stamp. Chunking (Chun-Khing
or Shun-King) is a town in the province of Se-chuen on a trib-

QLJ{E utary of the Yangtse-Kiang River, 115 miles east of Ching-Too-
VNG Foo (modern spelling Ch'engtu). This letter had to travel by
\1J$13$S ® river steamer some 1000 miles down the Yangtse to Shanghai.
Y /
fﬁf‘Eﬁigﬁf' March 28. Transit backstamp at the Chinese Imperial Post
Y

Lm0 b Office at Shanghai. This letter was transferred to the French
Post Office at Shanghai the same date, shown by the French
date stamp on the face of the cover.

March 28. The French Ligne N pagquebot Ernest Simons arrived at
Shanghai where this letter went on board. The paquebot's mail officer
struck the Ligne N backstamp en route March 29. Ernest Simons was
designated No. 8 on this voyage. Her dates were:

Yokohama March 23

—— Shanghai 28
Saigon April 6 April 13. E. Simons arrived at
Colombo 13— Colombo, Ceylon. Receiving back-
Marseilles 29. stamp at Colombo 8:15 AM, Letter

was forwarded to Coaticook, Quebec,
Canada and received back into the
mails same day, April 13, at 10 PM,
receiving postmark on cover face.




i
1907
!

LIGNE N-YOKOHAMA TO MARSEILLES
Paquebot Ernest Simons, Saigon to Marseilles
AMERICAN STEAMSHIP CO.:S.S.NewYork,SOuThqu'fon to N.Y

July 19, 1907. A registered letter posted
at Baclieu, French Indochina, paid by the
Issue of 1904, 5 centimes deep green, 10
centimes carmine and Issue of 1906, 35
centimes black on yellow.

The paquebot Ernest Simons of Ligne N
had departed from Yokchama on July 13 en
route to Marseilles. She touched at Saigon July 27, where this letter went aboard.
The steamer's mail clerk struck the octagonal cachet on the reverse. E. Simons was
designated No. 8 on this trip.

August 24. §S.S. New York of the
American Line picked up this letter at
Southampton Aug. 24, arrived at New
York Aug. 31.

Sept. 5, 7. California arrival

backstamps.




1931
LES LIGNES D'EXTREME-=QORIENT
1 LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A YOKOHAMA

1911-1932
Paquebo‘t Générall Ma‘l::i*n.qar

9500 tons, made 21,voyages 1921-1931 when she was reassigned
to the Madagascar Line. Sunk in 1940 at Havre during a bombard-
ment.

( CORRE SPONDANCE

e

ADRESSE

Ae Lozt e FE e

’ G o]
57 s 2023/5

Nov. 2, 1931, Post card depicting a general view of Port
Said says goodby to Djibouti in East Africa on board the Gen-
eral Metzinger the 1st of November 1931. The G, Metzinger
left Marseille Oct. 25, 1931 on her outbound voyage to Yoko-
hama, here documented passing Djibouti Nov. 1.

The octagonal mark is somewhat strange in that it is one
of several that misspells YOKOHAMA, omitting the H with the
spelling as YOKOAMA., No. 5 was the ship designation of the
General Metzinger.




1929 |

FRENCH PACKET LINES
LIGNE N - YOKOHAMA TO MARSEILLES

The Ports of Call of Ligne N, and the arrival days out of
Yokohama were approximately:

Yokohama Kobe Shanghai Hong Kong Saigon Sing. Colomb. DJjub.P.S. Mans.

2 V' 10 17 20 25 29! S 39

Messicurs Harrls ot GO

5555 Cormonwealth Avue,

_BOSTON (laszs.)

= - T T

Jan. 26, 1929. Letter, registered, posted at Addis-Ababa Station,
Ethopia. It then went overland to French Somaliland and the port city
of Djibouti, port of call of Ligne N steamers, 29-33 days out of Yoko-
hama.

ZON. A7 ok BAY S

Feb. 5, 1929. Salles D e e e < S
2028/9. Octagonal trans- I e W [ = LR )
it backstamp. Letter pick=- - | gl = =
ed up at Djibouti by Ligne 1922 /&3 . 1923 /o

N, No. 9 steamer Athos II, NSEre _1-_:”.&_:‘_.@5,,
29 days out of Yokohama. = ~
She arrived Marseille Feb.

15. Feb., 27-28. Boston

Registry backstamps.




933

FRENCH PACKET LINES

LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A SHANGHAI
Nov.1932 - Dec. 1933

quueboi Porthos

This line started to run Marseilles to Shanghai with the sail-
ing of Aramis from Marseilles Oct. 21, 1932, but for three voyages
the date stamp MARSEILLE A YOKOHAMA was used, With the sailing of
D'Artagnan Dec. 2, 1932, the proper MARSEILLE A SHANGHAI was used
for 22 voyages by various paguebots until Sept, 22, 1933, For four
voyages in Oct., and Nov., 1933, the date stamps MARSEILLE A SHANGHAI
were used, but the ships ran Marseilles to Kobe, Japan. Thus, the
22 voyages in 1933 are the "true" stamps of this line.

April 5, 193%. Card datelined March 23
aboard the Porthos. She departed from
Shanghai March 11 and cleared Saigon March
20. The postal agent aboard the Porthos
cancelled this post card April 5 en route
to Singapore where card was forwarded to
Hanoi.

5-2042/5 Porthos was designated No. 5 on this
trip (Cf,: Salles, T.V, Pg. 176).

Card depicts a Malay House, Singsapore,










835

LES LIGNES D'EXTREME-ORIENT
3° LIGNE DE MARSEILLE A KOBE,I934-40
Paqgebot Athos IT

This line was introduced in 1934 to call at Japan, and
used the port of Kobe only.

Chine—=Japalls MaED ivraE oRienT — MARIEIUE A KIRE

o
| Paquebot: ATHOS 1 ]

——
Norman K.lary
306 Walter Ave
‘[I Pittsburgh
'ATHOS Pa
U.S!JL
L»E- Co[ﬂmib
—
5. 2051/5

November 6, 1935. Cachet of the Ligne d'Extreme-Orient
struck aboard the Athos II, designated as No., 5. She de-
parted from Marseilles November 1 and arrived at Kobe Dec. 11,



SC 29715
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1941 {

‘.r-ll-t’

LES LIGNES D'EXTREME ORIENT
4° PERIODE EXCEPTIONNELLE DE i940/4]
qugebo+:§aqﬁfqnf

Nine voyages were made in 1940/41 by way of the Cape
of Good Hope, only four returned to Marseilles. Covers
were stamped with the octagonal KOBE A MARSEILLE or
MARSEILLE A KOBE. Envelopes were franked with French
stamps.

Dr. & Mrs. William Owens,
Bucknell University,

Lewigburg, Pa.

November 2, 1941. Letter franked with French stamps
incoming at Marseilles. The dates of the paguebot Sag-
ittaire were:

Saigon June 27, 1941
Tamatave, Madagascar Aug.l12

Dakar, West Africa Sept. 20-Oct. 10
Casablanca Oct. 28
Marseilles Nov. 2.
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BRITISH MAIL TO SINGAPORE
"BY FRENCH MAIL"-Via Marseille
8d. Rate to Slnqo.ppve.

Dec. 1, 1876, Letter posted at London for Singapore
at 8d. (single) rate x 4 = 32d. or 2sh. 8d., prepaid.

Paddington.W obliterator, London District, Second
3eries., The "M at the foot of the c.d.s. is the code

letter for stamp number "19",



1877

BRITISH MAIL TO SINGAPORE
VIA BRINDISI 8d. Rate to Sinqo.pore.
The French mail service was conducted via Marseille until

the Franco-Prussian War of 1870, when the mail was directed to
Brindisi, Italy, via Belgium and Germany.

April 27, 1877. Single weight letter
at 8d. rate. London District, Second Series,
Paddington. The letter "P" at the foot of
the c.d.s. is the code letter for stamp 15
(Dubus Type 72a). Back note - letter receiv-
ed May 27, 1877. Note: P.C.M.O. of address
means Principal Civil Medical Officer.




e

1877

QI’I.-— Tty

BRITISH MAIL TO SINGAPORE
"BY FRENCH MAIL"- LIGNE N

FtL?TJQIDC)t Amazone

! /.; = 2w Hiw 2
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April 20, 1877. A letter paid at Paddington Station, London West by
the 6d. Issue of 1876, plate 15 (S.G. 147). It is directionally endors-
ed: By French Mail. This 6d4. was a concessionary rate for military or
civil medical servants, P.C.M.0. = Principal Civil Medical Officer.

The Guide of January 1877 gives the rate to Singapore at 1sh.2d. via
France.

April 22. Pagquebot Amazone of the French Ligne N departed from Mars-
elles. The British mail had been forwarded across France to meet her
sailing.

May 21. Singapore arrival backstamp, also
verified by a manuscript docket: Received May
21st 1877.

G




1862

BRITISH MAIL TO INDIA
OVERLAND ROUTE -FRENCH MAIL "VIA MARSEILLE"
9d.Rate to Imdia FORWARDING AGENT
BALFOUR & CO..CALCUTTA

The French early established a route to Indo~China with
ships sailing out of Marseille to Alexandria, thence overland
to Suez, and again by ship to Indo-China.

Marseille

Alexandria b, _
Cairsg

This was a
most useful and
speedy route,
and this special
envelope was
printed with the
"via Marseilles"
routing designa-
tion.

B2 oo
féonwa| ED
= — _— ) ay ) ;'. !.l
e T'_'r’/“";—-/
ar. 26, 1862, /5L <4ALcusTo
Second Series “apsw | AL
obliterator. 9d. AN Agent'a beokatamp

who held mail for
Capt. Poulton. Mms.
~ April 27. note shows letter
Calecutta bkst. received April 28,

rate to India ==
via Marseille.

o



Series obliterator. Prepaid 2 d. rate to
India.

1859

BRITISH MAIL TO INDIA
FRENCH PACKET-"VIA MARSEILLE"

Mail from or to India via French Packets was routed from
llarseille to Pointe de Galles, Ceylon on the Ligne D'Indochine.

From Pt. de Galles it went via the Ligne Annexe de Calcutta
which also made port calls at Pondichery and lladras.

Caleuttq

Caolombo

QGalle

/.g,‘_‘;-’:}l\a’ & e — r 2,
(e ) SEWE g
2) : 0
“oc o -'l‘ii-':r‘_—— s s
56 /) === )

Oct. 2, 1859. London District, Second Nov. 13, 1858.

Backstamp receipt at
Backstamped at receiving office,

Calcutta.
Brompton Row.



1874

BRITISH MAIL TO CHINA
"PER FRENCH MAIL" - ViLa Marseille.

The mail to China was efficiently handled by the French
Mail Packets on the "Ligne D'Indochine" which sailed from
Marseille to Hong Kong, with connecting lines beyond to
Shanghai, Local coastal steamers transferred this letter
through to Chefoo.

\

: /gﬂ.’f O W

o A A g Y
%{/Af(zru 52’7;.{:0(7(” ﬁ%

Chefoo
Zg' (/22714.—

: 1
_— oo S il

D A — 1864 Liverpool utilized
E.D."\ ======  obliterators indicating e sy |
LIVERPOOL) 466()) district offices (E,N,s, 15 baake
\ 17 DE 74 e W). E.D. here indicates ; ;tamgca;.
) A p— "Fastern District'" in N T
STEETT I ' Song Fons.



1874

BRITISH MAIL TO CHINA

VIA MARSEILLE Ish.3d. Rate

November 19, 1874. Letter posted at Lurgan, Ireland
for Chefoo, China. French Packet, via larseille, carried
letter to Hong Kong where comnecting French Packet line
carried it to Shanghai., Coastal steamer then took it on
to Chefoo.

January 2, 1875.
mark.

Transit at Hong Kong, British P.O.




1879

BRITISH MAIL TO CHINA
FRENCH PACKET-VIA MARSEILLE

This letter went out to China from Lurgan, Ireland at the
6d. "Colonial" rate by the French "Ligne D'Indochine" to Hong
Kong, thence by local steamer to Kiungchow.

.;
\)”?“34 ——
Kf\?yﬂg
= R~
v

April 3, 1879. Lurgan, Ireland, "barred
diamond" obllterator of the Irish type cancell-
ing 5.G. 147, plate 16, issue of 1878,

G~/
E?Trﬁzix llay 16, 1879. Hong Kong transit,
GEMV 6> British P.0O. Ims. note on back shows

1 iﬁ,// letter received at Xiungchow on liay
N 18, 1879.
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
AMBULANTS

Bordeaoux a Paris [°

August 7, 1858. Letter posted aboard the letter box of the Bordeaux
to Paris mail train, 1lst Section, Brigade B, night train as shown by
the circular center to the date stamp. 20 centimes domestic postage
paid by the Issue of 1852, Die T.

1855

{_.‘L'\ et A

tff A B AN

August 8. Bergerac arrival backstamp.

Al



i_ 1863

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
AMBULANTS

Cherbourg a Paris 2°

December 1, 1863. Letter posted aboard the mail box of the Cher-

bourg to Paris night train (circular center to the c.d.s.), 2nd Section,
Brigade B. The 20 centimes domestic postage was paid by the Issue of
1862, cancelled by the Ambulant lozenge, Cherbourg to Paris.

December 2.

Flers de L'Orne arrival

backstamp.




1874
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

AMBULANTS
Lille A Calais 2°

0

SR

PD]

April 9, 1874. Letter posted aboard the box of the Lille
to Calais train, 2nd Section, night traig, Brigade B handled
the mail.: The routing of Lille-Calais 2~ is repesated in the
lozenge of dots cancellation. P.D. = Paid to Destination.
30 centimes rate paid by strip of % of the 10 centimes issue
of 1873, Scott 55,

April 11, 1874. Dundee, Scotland receipt
backstamp.
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1868

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
AMBULANTS |
Marseille A Lyon [°
 Morseille A Cette 2°

PD

.......

December 19, 1868. Letter posted aboard the box of the
Marseille to Lycn train, 1st Section, night train, Brigade
B handled the mail, Train was inbound from Lyon tu Mars-
eille. 4O centimes rate to Spain paid by two copies of the
20 ¢, Napoleon Issue of 1862,

Dec, 10. Backstamp aboard the continuing trip, Marseille
to Cette, 2nd Section, night train, Brigade 3,

Dec. 11. Letter
crossed border at
~exchange station
at Perpignan into B
Spain, Backstamp. §iz

I Dec. 12. |
| Arrival backstamp
| at Barcelona.
1

—_— —— e
—




1870

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

AMBULANTS
Marseille A Lyon 2°
Cette A Bordea ux

@},@ﬁ\

= S . (VRS : 18 S

o ML2° | Bl

”{y:.. [PD L%&g/%
. ] A yr

January 17, 1870. Letter posted aboard the letter
of the Marseille to Lyon train, 2nd Section, day train

shown by the octagonal center, Brigade E. 40 centimes
to Spain,
Jan. 18. Backstamp. Letter continued trip aboard

Cette to Bordeaux train., Mail probably dropped off en
to be exchanged at the border town of Perpignan.

@
///)‘/ Drrsenn < ///%/ :

box
as
rate

the
route

74 Jg_ ) M o
9 ? :
P <3 e B .
YUy 1 @ s
LELs,
ﬁﬁé'%gg January 19. Arrival backstamp
F{ERO = at Barcelona.
'1.‘. A‘TP_ F !
@




1869

xS

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
AMBULANTS

Toulovuse o Bordeaux

Bordeauvur a Pau [°

April 14, 1869. A letter posted aboard the box of the Toulouse to
Bordeaux travelling post office, night train (circular center to the
date stamp), Brigade B. The 20 centimes domestic rate, paid by the
Issue of 1867, is cancelled by the TB lozenge of the Toulouse to Bor-
deaux TPO.

April 15. Mail was transferred at Bordeaux to the Bordeaux to Pau
TPO for the trip south.

April 15. Orthez arrival backstamp.

'r.Pl




FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Plain Stior- Paris; Boreao Central

April 2, 1854, Plain Paris Star on 10 centimes local

rate prepaid by issue of 1853 (Scott 14).

Circular date stamp is a special one used on "letters

paid in Paris for Paris" (Pothion 89).




FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Plo.in Star- Pl.de la Bourse

March 16, 1864. Plain Paris Star of Place de la Bourse
cancels 20 centimes inland rate, issue of 1862.

oG
Wifks)

(e

March 17, 1864. Paris March 17-18, 1864. Lens
to Calais, Day Train, Brigade receipt backstamps.
€. Backstaup.




1864

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Plain Stav - Pl.de

la. Boourse

May 20, 1864. Plain Paris Star of Place de la Bourse cancels
40 centimes rate to Italy, Napoleon Empire Issue of 1862.

May 22. 1ltalian transit backstamps, ambul-

ante (railway P.0.,) from Susa to Torino and
Milan receipt.

N.B.: Susa is located in Piedmont, 37
miles by railway west of Turin. It is
situated on the right bank of the Dura
Ripaira, at the junction of the two routes
across the Alps by Mont Cenis and Genevre,




1861
| FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
| ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No.|l -Pl. de |a Bourse

February 21, 1869. Star No., 1 of Place de la Bourse
cancels Empire Issue of 1863 (Scott Nos. 32, 35) for 50
centimes rate to Germany.

February 22. German entry mark
showing entry peint into Germany.,

", =- L



1874

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No.l — Place dé la Boorse

ohRle

6‘ |16
MARm ;u [

1 ®°

March 16, 1874. 60 centimes rate to Greece via Brindisi,

an Italian port on the Adriatic, Pair of 30 ¢, issue of 1872

(8c. 62) prepays the postage. Pothion lists this Star as No.
521 with 3 dots to each side of the numeral.

13 N\
i \,‘- 4 e ]

J
\( 1) w

March 13 (Julian) 1874 arrival
backstamp at Athens.




f 1867
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No.2- Rue St-Lazarve

_ ==

L R T T

February 1, 1867. Paris Star No. 2 of the Rue St, Lazare
with R, St-LAZARE, C.d.s. also exists R. St. LAZARE (without
hyphen). Star No. 2 was later used at Rue Milton.

February 2, 1867.
Amsterdam receipt backstamp,

fvit oto.e




1868
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARLS

Star No. 3 - Place de la Madeleine

I EEEE LR Y

LY

April 6, 1868. Paris Star No. 3 of the Place de la Madeleine
office. The letter is paid at the 10 centimes rate per 10 grams
for a letter to be delivered within the same postal district,

here within Paris (Rate of January 1, 1863.)
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No 4 - Rue D' Enqh.?:an

4
o

R
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' [ 3| 95
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July 19, 1864. Paris Star No. 4 of the R. D'Enghien office.
A circular date stamp also exists with the name of the office
spelled out, as: RUE D'ENGHIEN. The letter is paid at the 10
centimes rate per 10 grams for a letter addressed to be del-

ivered within the same postal district, here in Paris (Rate
of January 1, 1863.)




1864
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 4 - Rue D'Enghien

''''''''''
.........

September 5, 1864, Paris Star No. 4 of the R. D'Enghien,
A circular date stamp also exists with the street spelled out,
as: RUE D'ENGHIEN. 20 centimes inland rate paid by the Nap-
olean Empire Issue of 1862,

September 6. Backstamp
arrival at Le Havre,




| 1866

L
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS
Star No.7 - Rue Des Viles-Haudrtes

. JEANTI AINE g rIrs

November 15, 1866. Star No. 7 exists with another
c.d.s. with street spelling R. des Vliles-Hautes.

@5@

0 16

(?»65 |
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November 16, 1866. Arrival backstamp
at Geneva, Switzerland.
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No.8 ~-R.D'Antin
(hman Line S.S. Cit<_., of Boston

:

Rl

T Yo Ww;@m

Par Steamer
 Plles Ktats-Unis.

.........

October 16, 1865. Letter paid by the 80 centimes Empire Issue of 1862,
the rate per %-oz. to the U.S. Stamp is cancelled by the Paris Star No. 8§
with the date stamp "R. D'ANTIN." It is also found with the date stamp
"RUE D'ANTIN."

This letter was handled by the forwarding agent John Munroe & Co. at

Paris. They also struck their distinctive routing mark: Par Steamer/
Pr. les Etats-Unis.

Rate of April 1, 1857, equivalent to 15¢ U.S. was broken down: 3¢ U.S.

Inland, 6¢ Sea Postage, 2¢ British Transit and 4¢ French Inland. Exchange
Office credited U.S. with 3¢ U.S. Inland + 6¢ Sea = 9¢, shown in red Manu-
script.

October 18. The Inman Line S.S. City of Boston (American Packet) de-
parted from Liverpool, picked up this letter at Queenstown on the 19th.
She arrived at New York October 31, letter passed as PAID on November 1.
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARILS
Star No. Il - Rue St. Honore

American Packet, Hambourg-American Line S$.S. Saxonia

.........

June 26, 1866. Letter paid by a pair of the perforated
4O centimes Empire Issue of 1862 at 80 centimes per +-o0z.
Stamps were cancelled by the Star No. 11 of the Rue St,
Honore. This star saw use at two other offices besides the
Rue St. Honore, namely, Rue de 1l'Echelle and the Place du
Theatre Francais.

Rate of April 1, 1857, equivalent to 15¢ U.S. was broken
down: 3¢ U.S. Inland, 6¢ Sea postage, 2¢ British transit and
L¢ Franch Inland. Exchange office credited U.S. with 3¢ U.S.
Inland + 6¢ Sea = 9¢, shown by the red "9",

June 27. The Hamburg-American steamer

et Ay Saxonia picked up the U.S. bound mails at
o e Southampton this date.
= JEL = July 9. Arrived at New York July 8, Steam-

oy ship Saxonia (Hamb,) Meir, Hamburg June 24 at
pw s 5 P.M., Southampton 27th at 3 P.M. to Kunhardt
"y & Co. Received as "PAID" at New York.



1875

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. [|~ Place du Theatre Francais

Lala SARIs ™\
- .-. .l. --'." '.'-l‘ hb//sn.\-_s\{\‘ 6:‘ F -
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, July 31, 1875. Star NQ 11 saw use at two other offices
' besides Place du Theatre Francais, namely, Rue de 1'Echelle
and Rue St. Honore.

s August 31, 1875, '"Paid All" transit stamp

7r VO at New York. This letter was posted during
/& At . the so-called 9¢ rate period, Aug. 1, 1874

S e ! to Dec. 31, 1875, i.e., 9¢ U.S. per 15 grams
iy, =~ | 34 or 50 centimes per 10 grams, a disparity in
NFrp B favor of the U.,S, mailer. Here a double rated

letter prepaid 100 centimes,
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1868

- FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS .
Star No. 16 - Rue de Palestto

September 19, 1868. L0 centimes rate to England (Angleterre)
paid by two copies of the 20 centimes Napoleon, Issue of 1862.
4O centimes = L decimes = L pence sterling. French noted in red
that letter was Paid to Destination.

= C Q»/
.._.‘U %P “?'.
Sept. 20, Transit Sept.. 2%,
at London as a fully Warrington receipt
Paid letter., backstamp.

|

1
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1869
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETQILES DE PARIS

Star No. 16 - Rue de Palestro

June 11, 1869. 40 centimes rate to Britain paid by a
vertical pair of the 20 centimes lNapoleon Issue of 1862.
Noted in red Payee au Destination.

June 12, London arrival as a
fully paid letfer.

cpe ol
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS
Star Na 17 - Rue Tirechappe

{?i:;agm;//zﬁékffgfa \
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September 24, 1864. Letter to Rouen paid at the 20 centimes
French inland rate. The Star No. 17 of Rue Tirechappe cancels the

stamp. This star was also used at Rue du-Pont-Neuf.

September 25. Rouen arrival backstamp.




1264

. i FRENCH "POSTAL HISTORY
ETO]LES DE PARIS | o
Stcw ﬁg Rue _Turec.h.o.ppe .

November 26, 1864. Letter to England (Angleterre) paid at |
the French 3.nland rate of 20 centimes, here underpaid as the
rate to Britain was 40 cent::.mes. - Marked by French "6" (decimes)
due at upper 1eft. 3

This letter was posted at the Rue Tirechappe, Paris offlce
where star No. 17 cancelled the stamp. No. 17 was also used
at Rue du-Pont-Neuf, i

Voig < Nov. 27. Letter transit
NO 27 at London, backstamp. Lon-
Vs don Foreign Office marked
&4 it "MORE TO PAY" and indic-
1 ated 2 decimes x 2 short J
at upper left, The decime was equal to one Nov. 28.
penny (1d.), so the letter was considered as  Warrington arrival |

unpaid (4d.) + a 50% penalty = 6d. due, shown backstamp,
by the large "6".




1871 ]

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. |9 - Bt-Richard-lLenosr

October 31, 1871. Star No, 19 of the Bt. Richard-Lencir
station. No. 19 was earlier used in the Rue d'Angoule-du-
'—I'ple . -

This correspondence is written on stationery of "Comp-
agnie des Chemins de fer de 1'Quest".

15 centimes rate (Sc. 56).

FPM ¢ Taup
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS
Star No. 22 - Rue Taitbout

- -
N -
. ~mTE T T o

b
RE Ly

January 22, 1870. Paris Star No. 22 of R. Taithout cancels the 20 centimes
French inland rate. This star is also found with the full name spelled out in
the date stamp, as: RUE TAITBOUT.

RER

January 22. Paris to Cherbourg Ambulant (Railway) transit
backstamp, night train (circular center.)

January 23. Elbeuf arrival backstamp.

F.r{n f:j" ’.—I 7]




., 1868 il
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS
Star N¢ 24 - Ree de Cléry
7 8y
. s S "'"” nfq ﬁ
0‘. . ) ﬁ ) /Cx/ ;::
’ ‘I“‘-.- t"' ‘? ?74-@" 7 ) ’
24'. o "/ & ¥ .}
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J . e g fy e ot
y7 ] T
3 ol F4
September 25, 1868. French 20 centimes
inland rate paid by a vertical pair of the
10 centimes, Issue of 1867.
‘0:/’\___;_.!‘ N “ [,T 20
[ (el 93y 6%l 23
l ( QEC | DEer
1a 68 X ~ NGB
2east NETD
December 23, 1868. French 20 centimes
inland rate, Issue of 1867.
fa®




1868
FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
eTOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 26 - Gare du Nord

?f—”* :
) vxaﬁzs&c“
nm..
1244
o -y

November 25, 1868. Paris Star 26 of Gare du Nord (North
Station) cancels 40 centimes stamp (Sc. 35), rate to Helland.
P,D, = Payee au Destination.

SN ESN
6%515{$' 28 3
NO/ | S~ NOV =
b g-_sﬂ’/ .-JI .. =1 = -..I
G =D
November 25, 1868, November 26. Amsterdam
Paris to Lille, night receipt backstanp.
train, Brigade B, back-

stawp.



1874

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 26- Gare do Nord

—-——

R S RARLE ™,
75|12
0041 10 o\ JU7 ")e.)
SETT 5

July 18, 1874. Star No. 26 of the Gare du Nord (North
Station) cancels 15 centimes local rate on issue of 1872-
75 (Scott 61) = larger numerals in bottom panel of stamp.

/5% FE

7

Backstamp of the "Chemin de Fer du Nord"
(Northern Railway). Tetter within is an
official form of the Chemin de Fer du Nord.
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS
STar No. 28 - Rue Cardinal-Lemoine

(/g/p[/]?(f/‘L £ Jop
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May 10, 1864. Star No. 28 of the Rue Cardinal-Lemoine in the lst
state. Later states of this star (2nd and 3rd) show much deteriora-
tion of the star points. Letter paid at the 20 centimes French

Inland rate.

May 10. Railway post office transit backstamp, Paris to Forbach,
Brigade E handled the mail.

night train (circular center.)

May 11. Arrival backstamp at Charly sur Marne.
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1873

FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY

ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 30. Bt Mazas

e

CREDIT LYONNAIS

SUGCCURSALE DE PARIS
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February 28, 1873. Star No. 30 cancels 40 centimes
stamp prepaying rate to Torine, Italy. A second, simi-
lar c.d.s. has a period following Bt.

February 28, 1873. Paris March 1-2, 1873. Torino
to Lyon RR transit backstanp, receipt backstamps., 1st

delivery vertical oval.

FPH
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 34 —Rue de Chaillot
British PacKet , Cunard Line R.M.S. China

October 10, 1867. TLetter paid by a pair of the perforated 40
centimes Empire Issue of 1862 at 80 centimes per %-o0z. Stamps were
cancelled by Star No. 34 of the Rue Chaillot. This star also saw
use at the Avenue Josephine office.

Rate of April 1, 1857, equivalent to 15¢ U.S., was broken down:
3¢ U.S. Inland, 6¢ Sea Postage, 2¢ British Transit and 4¢ French
Inland. The Exchange Office credited U.S. with their 3¢ Inland,
shown by the red manuscript "3".

October 12. R.M.S. China of the Cunard Line (British Packet)
departed from Liverpool and touched at Queenstown the 13th.

October 25. China arrived at Boston. Mail was bulked to Phila-
delphia without receiving further identity.
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FRENCH POSTAL HISTORY
ETOILES DE PARIS

Star No. 35- Ministére des Finances

British Packet, Cunard Line R.M.S. Australasian

g

Pl At 4 dﬁ;ﬂ :

February 18, 1869. Letter paid by a pair of the perforated 40
centimes Issue of 1862 to total 80 centimes per %-oz. Stamps are
cancelled by Star No. 35 of the Ministere des Finances. This star
also saw a brief use at La Salpetriere, which usage is the scarcest
of all the Paris stars. It also had normal usage at Rue de Luxembourg.

Rate of April 1, 1857, equivalent to 15¢ U.S. was broken down: 3¢
U.S. Inland, 6¢ Sea, 2¢ British Transit. 4¢ French Inland. Here U.S.
was credited with 3¢ U.S. Inland.

February 20. R.M.S. Australasian, Cunard (British Packet) left
Liverpool, touched at Queenstown theZlst.

L March 3. Australasian arrived at New York. Mail
bulked to Philadelphia.

March 4. Philadelphia arrival backstamp.
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U.S. to France - Treaty of 1874.
July 2%, 1875. Cover posted under the so-called

"9¢ rate™ period. The Treaty of 1874, applied from

August 1, 1874 until Dec. 31, 1875, rated letters:
On letters from U.S. to France - 9¢ per 15 grams (¥ oz).
On letters from France to U.S. - 50 centimes per 10 grams.

French postage paid by a pair of the issue of 1871 (5c.58).
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