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PACKAGES FORWARDED DAILY FROM NEW YORK AND BOSTON.
LETTERS FORWARDED FROM 9 COURT ST. BOSTON, TO ANY PART OF THH WORLD.
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c. 1842

FORWARDING AGENTS

HARNDEN & CO.
BOSTON

Aug. 14% 1842, This letter originated at Havana, and (by

the amount o

postage) was evidentally an outer cover for a

packet of several letters. This packet went by private carrier,.

ex-post office, to Boston and not "via New Vork" as indicated in
the manuscript notation. -

revld b

Harnden

- then ap-
' plied
* their
© mark and
+ forwarded
the letters
"per Col-
umbia", a
1,154 {on
| | steamship
of the
Cunard
Line in
service
1840-43,

Undated Packet Letter

mark used by the Cunard Line
at Liverpool.

Sept. 15. London receipt
mark, Letter rated 6/-.
Normal rate was 1/- per % oz.
Heavy packet required 6X
normal or 6 shillings due
from Fredr , Huth & Co.
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R.M.S. Acadia

184 |
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
FORWARDING AGENT

Harnden's Express

Boston
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RMS Acadia

January 30, 1841.

»JP-'\ L'ED f?

i SN
HA?{ND ENS "f"\l
CKAGE E MR‘-.‘J"BrDhEt&H

1, LETTER OFFICE, -i*f’ ;
L'?IQ 35

URT S'T' 9’

B.432

1841,

February 1,

l AEERERRR TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
|

Letter datelined at Boston.
time the U.S. and Great Britain had no treaty and postage had..
to be paid at beth 51des of the Atlantic.
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B.433

FORWARDING AGENT
Harnden's Exp’re sS
Boston ‘ '
At this.

To avoid this dupl—-
icate cost, the forwarding:-
agents Harnden § Express made
arrangements to accept mail
for Europe to be prepaid at
their Boston office as "Paid
to the Frontier" of France.
Here the red oval of Harnden's
Express and the c¢ircular "Pd
H(arnden)" show this arrange-
ment.

The Cunarder R.M.S. Acadia left Boston

for Liverpool on this date,

(PAID AT
| B POOL:
\\.-]:.ly. %:'_._"...P_.... ol /

- Feb. 15. Dated.
handstamp at Liverpool
agrees with the recorded
arrival date of the
Acadia at that port.
Letter accepted as "PAID
AT/LIVERPOQL".

Feb, 16, "PAIDY
transit tombstone mark
at London. i

Feb, 18. Entry mark at Calais
showing mail from England enter-
ing France at that port. The
P-F is a French mark, Payee au
Frontier, indicating letter had
been paid to the border at Caleais.
25 decimes due from the recipient,
shown in manuscript.
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U.S. TO FRANCE-PRE-TREATY COVER R.M.S. Britannia

FORWARDING AGENT- Harnden'x Express.l\lew York

March 13, 1841. Letter headed at New York. It was handed to Harnden's Express at No.
2 Wall St., who struck their red cachet on the cover face. They debited the customer one
shilling (1/- at upper right), marked the letter "Steamer Britannia" and sent it on the
railroad cars to Boston in a closed bag, i.e. closed to FEngland.

March 16L. R.M.S. Britannia of the Cunard Line departed from Boston on her 4th return
voyage.

March 31. BPritannia arrived at Tiverpool, Cunard AMERICA/L, backstamp. Transit at London
April 1, backstamp. Iondon debited France for one shilling, the Packet Letter rate and also
noted "Packet Letter" by handstamp. ¥ April 3. French entry mark, mail from England enter-
ing at Calais, Paris transit backstamp. 7 Letter rated in France at British transatlantic
and handling (British mms. deleted) at 12 decimes equivalent to 1 sh. + French inland rate

of March 1832 per Anglo-French Treaty of 7% grams inland 601-750 kilometers ( Calais to
Cognac) of 14 dec., total 26 dec., shown in manuscript. ¢ April 5. Cognac backstamp.




1841
FORWARDING AGENTS

BRITISH PACKET HARNDEN & COS.
R.M.S. Columbia . Philadelphia

- o 5 u T

Oct. 29, 1841.
Letter datelined
at Philadelphia and
endorsed "Pr Steamer
Columbia”, It was
handled by forwarder
Harnden & Co. at their
Philadelphia office,
ex-post office to
Boston where Cunard's
R.M,S, Columbia sail- .
ed November 1, 13841
for Liverpool via
Halifax,
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date of Columbia at Liverpool where this
fine strike of the Liverpool Packet Letter
Office was struck on the reverse. Nov. 16
arrival backstamp at London where one shill-
ing (24¢) was due as shown in black manuscript
- ni/=", As U.S.-Britain had no treaty at this
s V-h\. time, U.S. received no portion of the transe

\

& ) atlantic postage.

(P f?;> November 15 is the recorded arrival

: ._..wﬁ\\‘"

|
|
1



1841

NEW ORLEANS TO LONDON VIA NEW YORK AND BOSTON
R.M.S. Acadia

FORWARDING AGENTS
HARNDEN'S EXPRESS

2 Wall St., New Yorh

CUNARD

E.&T. PO
New YorKk

March 23, 1841.

April 16

of the letter: forwarded New York April 16,

ENS
s ExPRESS L FOREIGN
LETTER OFFICEy/
= =)
s g1 eSS
April 17.

R.M.S. Acadia
departed from
Boston for
Liverpool on
her Lth ret-
urn voyage.

April 29.
Acadia arriv-
ed at L'pool.
Letter in tran-
sit at London
May 3. 1 shill-
ing (1/-),
packet letter
rate due.

N.B.: Letters
with two for-
warding agents
endorsements
are 25X scarcer
than those

with a single
endorsement.

LENLE

PPE

Letter docketed at New Orleans.
a packet of letters to E. & T, Poppe in New York for forwarding.

. E. & T, Poppe endorsed in manuscript on the reverse

by E. & T. Poppe.
They noted: by Boston Steamer and delivered it to Harnden's Express,

Harnden's Package Express & Foreign Letter Office
sent the letter by their courier on the train to
Boston where their office delivered it directly to

the R.M.S. Acadia.
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1841

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

RM.S. Columbia FORWARDING AGENT

August 31,

Harnden's Express, Boston

1841, Letter datelined at New York. It was endorsed

p. Halifax Steamer, and sent under cover to Harnden's Express &
Foreign Letter Office at Boston.

Sept. 14,
Columbia arrived
at Liverpool,
bvackstamp in
transit at Lon-
don Sept. 15.

Letter was
rated as a quad=
ruple letter
(several encl-
osures noted) at
1sh. per #-o0z.

X 4 = 4/- due,

September 1, Harnden's struck their oval
cachet at No. 8 Court Street, and put this letter
direetly into the Letter Bag of the R.M.S.
Columbia which departed from BoOston September 1
on her L4th return voyage to Liverpool.
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| 1842 |

' FORWARDING AGENT

R.M.S. Britannio Haornden & Co's Express
| PENPEN S AN
| EXPRESS
t i '“ﬂgwaofﬁﬁx

January 31, 1842. Letter datelined at New York and direction-
ally endorsed "Steamer 1 February". This referred to the sailing
of  the Cunard steamer from Boston, then the sole terminus in the
U.S. for the service, The letter was forwarded by Harnden & Co.
| to their Boston office for direct deposit into the mail bag of the
' R.M.S. Britannia, which sailed on Feb, 1, 1842 on her regular
] schedule to Liverpool via Halifax. A scarce mark.
i

Feb. 16. Transit backstamp at London.
Britannia had arrived Liverpool Feb. 14.

" B TRLR S I G Sl g g et sritannla
| L/ f;-zlii ﬂh"avﬁ;lj British noted 1 shilling (1/-) rate on
===t upper right corner of letter face,
| Lokl Packet Letter mark of the Foreign Branch,
| 7 B3N London (R. PS5) used to explain the carry-forward
/ \ of packet charges.

Feb, 18. |
French entry
mark at Cal-
ais, Recipient
charges 22 decimes,
equivalent to £l
1 shilling 10d, =
being 1/- trans-
atlantic packet
+ 10 pence
British rate to-
France through
London (2 & 3
Viect. Cap. 96,
Sect. 73).
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1842
BELIZE,HONDURAS TO LONDON VIA NEW YORK & BOSTON
Brig Florida Blanca ,Honduras to New York
R.M.S. Acadia ,Boston to Liverpool
Forwcxrd..'nc} Agents: O.f. Gleim Harnden & Co.

New Yorh New York

U
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BELIZE, HONDURAS TO LONDON VIA NEW YORK & BOSTON
Brig Florida Blanca, Honduras to New York
R.M.S. Acad:a, Boston to Liverpool|
Forwarding Aqgents: O.F.Gleim Harnden & Co.
New York New York

May 2, 1842. Letter datelined at Belize, Honduras, a
report of the Honduras Bay Schools for 1841. It details
the year's activities at the Belize, Boom and Charibb
Towne schools, total student body 117 boys and girls.

Letter was sent ex-post office care of a forwarding
agent in New York. The Brig Florida Blanca, Pederson
sailed from Belize May 8 for New York,
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New York Tribune, May 28, 1842. Arrived N.Y. May 27,
Brig Florida Blanca, Pederson, 20 ds fm Belize, Honduras,
indigo, &c. to B. Blanco.

The New York forwarder 0.F. Gleim received the letter,
struck his oval backstamp (RF 3) and turned the letter over
to a 2nd forwarding agent, Harnden & Co.

_ Harnden also struck his
LR P red oval mark (RF 3) and paid
S e oAl 7~ the letter May 31, New York

o Bl % {) : to Boston after adding the
o B directional endorsement: p Str.
o Acadia via Boston & Liverpool.
o P Letter paid Act _of 1825, single

150 to 400 miles at 18-3/4¢.

June 1. R.M.S. Acadia of the Cunard Line sailed from
Boston for Liverpool via Halifax.

June 14, Acadia arrived at Liverpool.
London arrival backstamp June 15. Letter
rated 2 shillings as a double packet letter

f. N by Cunard Steamer (British Packet), this
| .5}ﬁ;'3‘ amount paid by the General Secretary of the
Wesleyan Missionary Society.
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FORWARDING AGENTS

HOWLAND & ASPINWALL HARNDEN'S EXPRESS
New York Boston
R.M.S. Caledonia I
AT A S T 2
September 7, 1843. Let- : -"t.r*qwahDEb ‘9\*-\ /I{%-___\mnu&"a RS
ter datelined at Havana, %" -\ /“HARNDEN s 7\
It went in a packet of (HQWL&NDR'ASPINWALlj PACKAGE EXPRESS A FORE 1M
letters to Howland & Aspin- » \%, LETT o
wall in New York to take N 2 A & Eaifrniﬁo'
:14 S W-.yORN>Z~ Ougt 57 B°
advantage of bulk mailing. e S ——— B. 4302

They struck their
backstamp cachet T T
(RF 3) and in turn |
forwarded the mail |
onward including }

l
|

some in a packet

to Harnden's Letter
Office in Boston
who applied their
forwarding agent's
cachet (RF 3) on
the face,

QOctober 1.
Harnden's put the
letter directly
into the Letter
Bag of R.M.S.
Caledonia which
sailed for L'pool
on this date on

her 16th return —
voyage. !
/Y \

VN /

*

October 14,
Caledonia arrived
at Liverpool,
transit at London
(backstamp) on
Oct., 18. The pre-
treaty transatlan-
tic packet letter
rate of 1 shilling
was due. Britain

retained it al1,

(-} 80Cc1s
\ 1843 k




1843

FORWARDING AGENTS

HOWLAND & ASPINWALL HARNDEN'S EXPRESS

New York Boston

R.M.S. Britannia o Am\_\ .—a’éﬁhfﬁf D 2n

Nov,. 5; 1843. Letter /'{/Ql" ‘8‘1‘ _ _.’/"“ HARNDEN SC":,*'\.

datelined at New York. OWLAND & AS N bessias SO B
It was handed to the New o DX ASPINWALL \IRL;::f?f'J%:;"
York forwarding agent HNE ak NS e
Howland & Aspinwall (RF 3) D PR e e

who forwarded it
in a packet to
Harndens Express
(RF 3) in Boston,
Both forwarding
agents applied
their cachets,

Nov. 16, Harn-
dens Express put
this letter dir-
ectly into the
Letter Bag of
the R.M.S5. Brit-
annia, which de-
parted from
Boston this date.

I DE |

1843

Nov,. 29.
Britannia arrived
at Liverpool,
Transit backstamp
at London December
1.

Letter was sub-
Jject to the stand-
ard packet letter
rate of 1 shilling
This was prior to
the U.S.=British
Treaty, so Britain
retained all of
the collect postage.

Feo 160. 4



1845

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

R.M.S.Britannia

) A
75%5 e fo(//?v’iw

FORWARDING AGENT
Hatnden's EX-PTQS.S

Bostom
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i TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

E R.M.S. Britannia FORWARDING AGENT
i COLONIES &c. ART. 12 Harnden's Express
' Boston

The accountancy mark "COLONIES &c. ART 12" indicated to
the British Foreign Branch at London that the letter should
be listed in the French way-bill in the column headed ‘'Article
12", This concerned mail handled by the British from French
Colonies, British Possessions, and other "overseas countries"
to France. The French reimbursed the British at a bulk rate
of 3 shillings 4 pence per 30 grams.

May 31, 1845. Letter docketed at New York May 31. This
was the sailing date of the R.M.S. Britannia from Boston.
Letter went by private despatch to Harnden's office at Boston,

Harnden's Express in Boston put letter directly into
the letter bag of the Britannia. U.S. Post Office did
not handle this letter at all, Scarce handstamp of Harn-
den's Boston Office struck as a backstamp.

/ et W
f _('(___ - . 17T —
[ oL UIVLL 1¢ 3
! L 1 3 | vtj’-.
| 184 bk S kial e
June 14. Transit backstamp at London. June 16. Transit at
Accountancy (tray) mark applied there channel crossing French
(see above). port of Boulogne (Noel

37L)., Small 2's show
mark struck at Paris.
%3 decimes due from
recipient.




rfi; TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
' R.M.S. Cambria Livc‘ar'piool to Boston CUNARD LINE
Forwo.rqu Aqe'n.'t‘ He.rn.de'n. & Co Lwerpool :

September 12, 1845, Letter datelined at Liverpool and a
further section dated Sept. 16. This was written by Thomas
Colburn, an employee of Harnden & Co., at Liverpool to his
sister Harriet Colburn care of Messrs Harnden & Co., No 8
Court St., Boston.

It was handled in the Harnden & Co. private bag and was
struck at Liverpool with the beautiful clear shield PAID TO
BOSTON by HARNDEN & Co,, Liverpool.

September 19. R.M.S. Cambria of the Cunard Line departed
from Liverpool for Boston via Halifax on her 5th outbound
voyage.

October 2. Cambria arrived at Boston. This letter was
held at the Harnden & Co. office poste restante for Miss
Colburn.

The address No, 8 Court Street, Boston appears on the
red oval Harnden's forwarding cachet from Feb. 22, 1840 to
August 1, 1845, although HARNDEN & Co./BOSTON cachets with no
address are found until June 1847. (Cf.: Blake, Plate 23.)

For- \ 60
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1847

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
R.M.S. Caledonia FORWARDING AGENT
Harnden & Co., Boston

May 1, 1847. ZLetter datelined at Boston, addressed to England
and directionally endorsed: Steamer Cambria. Addressor knew
Cambria was due to sail to Liverpool from Boston on May 16 and so
marked it, figuring the letter was too late to make the May 1
sailing of R.M.S., Caledonia. Both were Cunard Liners,
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(HARND ENg CO.J
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ed to forwarding )

agent Harnden & i ! o
Co. at Boston . ;5251
who expressed y : el
it to dockside

and got it ahoard

Letter was hand- | é.’

Caledonia in time ) “:/égfl- . ?
to make the May 1 féé;enﬁiaﬂ ,éﬁg;mb'
sailing, thus ig- ﬁffg ,
nored the Cambria ;;}ﬁf’(/ﬁ
endorsement. 2 = 3 v -
CR) uéfi;LWL./ﬁé;hdggJu i/%%??nﬂwaﬂ{'
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May 14. L'pool i ’
Packet Letter - e e v T; —————
Office receiving .
backstamp agrees
with the record-
ed arrival date
of Caledcnia at

Liverpool. T
A 2949,
e kil oy
& A id L W
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May 14.Arrival Lt
Warrington. 1sh. N

due, British e At T o

transatlantic
rate,
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: FORWARDI;ILIG AGENTS
Harnden & Co.,Boston and L_iuerpool .
CUNARD LINE . R.M.S. Hibernia




1847
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FORWARDING AGENTS
Rarnden & Co.,Boston and Liverpool
CUNARD LINE R MS. Hiberrnia.

October 15, 1847. Tetter headed at Boston to Genoa, Sardinia, Italy.
The writer notes, "As the Steamer leaves tomorrow for Europe I have
availed myself this Evening of the opportunity of writing to you..."

October 16. Letter was handed to Harnden & Co. at Boston who, for
a fee, placed this letter in a closed bag to their office at Liverpool.

The bag went aboard the R.M.S. Hibernia which departed for Liverpool
this same day.

- - - " s -Ii... 3 : ’/,
POSTAGE PR -
TO PESTIMATION | - j =
— B — \ ) @ ] / /
o ey v 887 4 \
HARNDEN & C? Al
aF — \ . ! I~ P4 -

LIVERRPOOL., AW’ PR

Octoker 28. Hibernia arrived at Liverpool. Harnden & Co. there
struck their POSTAGE PAID TO DESTINATION boxed handstamp and paid the
British rate of 1845 to Sardinia through France of lsh.3d. per %-0z.,
shown in red manuscript. This rate actually paid the rate only to the
border of France with Sardinia, hence the P F = Paid to the Frontier.

-~
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October 29. Paid transit mark at London.

October 30. French entry mark at Boulogne-sur-Mer showing mail
from Angleterre (England). ZLetter went to Sardinia through France
via the Pt. Beauvoisin Exchange Office near the border of those two
countries.

November 5. Arrival backstamp at Genoa. 24 decimes due. This
letter reached John Collamore at Genoa, so the directional note to
forward it to Palermo was not needed.




1848

g —— ]

Co 1)

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

R.M.S. Cambria,lLiverpool fo Boston CUNARD LINE

Forwarding Agent:Harnden & Co,Liverpool

-'I'U DESTINATICN.
a&-——-.'?ﬁ—-’,:‘ - :
HARNDENEC? |
JveRsooL. )

S Condrisd Bostin. (T

e

September 22, 1848. A letter datelined at Liverpool written by
Thomas Colburn, an employee of Harnden & Co. at Liverpool, to his
sister Harriet Colburn at Boston.

Tt was handled in the Harnden & Co. private bag and was struck
at Liverpool with the textbook strike: POSTAGE PAID/TO DESTINATION/
- BY -/ HARNDEN & Co./ -0F -/ LIVERPOOL. It is further endorsed:
"Cambria" to Boston.

September 23. R.M.S. Cambria of the Cunard Line departed from
Liverpool.

October 6. Cambria arrived at Boston where this letter was
delivered ex-post office to Miss Colburn.

By using this method of transatlantic communication, the correspon-

dents saved the Retaliatory Rates thenin effect. The cost through
the mails would have been one shilling (24¢) in England and 29¢ in
the U.S. (5¢ U.S. Inland + 24¢ retaliatory charge.)
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