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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
1838-1839
S.S. F\’o\,}al William Maide n Vo\_}o.qe

July 4, 1838. A not encouraging letter on the iron markets from
Jevons, Sons & Co., Liverpool, "As the adoption of Rail Roads in our
own and other countries goes on, and seems likely to increase, we see
no possibility of any material reduction in the price of Iron for a
long time to come." This market letter is headed inside: Pr. Royal
William, and similarly endorsed on the face of the cover.

July 5. S.S. Roval William of the City of Dublin Steam Packet
Company departed from Liverpool this date on her maiden transatlantic
voyage.

/

July 24. Royal William arrived at New York. This letter was
processed July 25 as a Ship Letter. Rated, Act of 1825, single
letter 80 to 150 miles, New York to Albany, at 12%¢ plus 2¢ Ship
Letter charge = 14%¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
1838-1839
5.5, Ro\_}o,I William Maiden Outward Voqo_qe

July 3, 1838. A letter datelined at Manchester, England concerns the
introduction of screw machinery into France. The writer, John A. Worth,
is anxious for early answers to his queries about designs for the machines.
He states, inter alia, "I am looking anxiously for the return of the
Great Western by which T hope to receive encouraging news." (The Great
Western arrived at Bristol July 8.) He further notes in a postscript,
"This is to go by the Royal William Steam vessel, which is advertized
here, to remain in New York 10 days. Please answer by her on her ret-

urn."

Letter is endorsed: Steamer Royal William.

July 5, 1838. Letter went under cover to a forwarder in Liverpool.
The S.S. Royal William sailed this date from that port for New York on
her maiden outbound voyage on the transatlantic run.

July 24. Royal William arrived at New York.
Letter subject to the 6¢ Ship Letter rate for a
letter addressed to the port of entry.

Roval William made the return transatlantic
Maiden Voyage, sailing from New York on August
4, arrived at Liverpool August 19.
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@I TY GF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
(838-1839
S, 5 Ro-q'o,i William Maiden Retourn Vo_}czqe
Spoftord & Tileston Line, Ship Cristoval Colon, Havana toN.Y.
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
(838-1839
$.S. Royal! Willtam Maiden Retorn Voyage
Spofford & Tileston Line, Ship Cristoval Colon,Havana to N.Y.

July 21, 1838. A letter from H. Mooyer & Co. at Havana concerning
the sugar trade. A duplicate letter is inclosed dated July 17, which
was sent to London by the packet Goldfinch, a 237 ton Admiralty packet
brig sailing to Falmouth. This letter went under cover to New York to
the care of a forwarding agent.

N.Y. Shipping and Commercial List. July 28, 29. Arrived at New
York, Ship Cristoval Colon, Smith.....Havana.

This 321 ton ship, Benjamin Smith commander, was an early vessel of
the Spofford & Tileston Line, N.Y. to Havana.

K: C;iﬁfsu*{cﬁ‘fﬁif

August 4, 1838. The forwarding agent Heckscher, Costner & Matfield
at New York struck their pen-dated red backstamp (R.F. 3) and endorsed
the letter: p Royal William. She departed from New York this same day
on her return maiden voyage to Liverpool.

~
|

SHIP LETTE 5{)
Ll_u YERPOOL]

August 19. Royal William arrived at Liverpool where this letter
received the SHIP LETTER backstamp.

August 21. TLetter arrived at london, backstamp. ILetter was there
rated, Act of 1812, zone rate 120-230 miles (Liverpool-London = 206
miles) at 11d. + B8d. Ship Letter = 19d. or 1sh.7d., shown as 1/7 in
manuscript.
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
B38 -1839

S: S Ro\.}o.{ William

hACLiCiG_n.TQETL}Pﬂ.\&3Lf1QQ

August 4, 1838. A letter dated at New York, headed and endorsed: p.
Royal William. This letter was handed directly to the purser of the Royal
William, which sailed from New York on even date for Liverpool on her maiden
r eturn voyage. .
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LIVERT0OL 7B
| SHIP LETTER -

August 19. Royal William arrived at Liverpool where the SHIP LETTER
handstamp was struck on the reverse.

August 21. London arrival backstamp. Letter was there rated, Act of
1812, zone rate 120-230 miles (Liverpool to T.ondon = 206 miles) at 11d.
plus 8d. Ship Letter charge = 19d. or 1lsh.7d. x 2 (enclosures are noted)
= 3sh.2d. due, shown as 3/2 in manuscript.
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
|838-1839
S5: 5. Ro;{;o.l William 2nd Ooutbound Vo“ic’-c)e

The tiny (617 ton) S.S. Royal William made only 3 round voyages
from Liverpool to New York before she was superseded by the Trans-
atlantic Steam Ship Company's sailing of the Liverpool October 1838.

Royal William transatlantic voyages:

Depart Liverpool Arr. N.Y. Dep. N.Y. Arr.L'pool
July 5, 1838 July 24 August 4 Aug. 21
—>-Sept. 20 Oct. 10 Oct. 20 Nov. 5
Dec. 15 Jan. 7.,1839 Jan. 16 Feb. 3
“/-‘

BT 2

September 18, 1838. A business letter dated at Manchester, England
and headed: "per Royal William." It was further directionally endorsed
on the face: per Royal Wm./Steamer. The letter went under cover to
Liverpool where it was handed directly to the ship's purser. The
S.S. Royal William sailed from that port on September 20, the 2nd
of her three round transatlantic voyages.

October 10. Royal William arrived at New
v ) York, mail processed October 1l1. This letter
> HIT X was rated, Act of 1825, at 18-3/4¢ for a single
k) ) letter conveyed 150-400 miles, New York to
Boston + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due.
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1838 ROYAL WILLIAM 617 tons
First North Atlantic steamer to sail from Liverpoo
and the first with watertight bulkheads.

Arr. L'pool

1

= London (206 m1)

August 21

Nov. 5
Feb,. 3.

Ll

at 11d. + 84.Ship |
1sh7d (mss,)

e e

Letter

——— e e

rl".['—' = e - — . = S P e —
I i .
- [* 1838
I . HNEN
< | ~CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPA
fl . i Bttt o . Sndiibiadia g
[ T B838-1839
W - P A ok
” ' 617 tons, 176' x 26'-6" beam, b
l wooden paddle steamer built by . . =
| ‘William & Thomas Wilsom, Liverpool.
Il Built 1837 for City of Dublin SP
” Co. Made 3 round voyages, L'pool-
[ N.Y. Company was superceded by
| Transatlantic Steam Ship Company
il with the sailing of the Liverpool
ﬁ in October 18384 i st =
[ Royal William transatlantic voyages: »
Sl Depart L'pool. Arr. N.¥Y. ' _Dep. N.Y.
l July 5, 1838 July 24" August 4
| i Oct. 10  October 20
| December 15 Jan, 7, 1839 January 16
| Oct. 20, 1838.
| Letter datelined
| ..at New York.
o ﬂ 'N.Y. Shipping & . .
= || Commercial Tist: . S i -
| Sailed for Liver- Rt i
| . Pool from 46 East
' _River, A. Bell &
| Co., Br. steamer
H Royal William,
f: Swainson, 20th
r October.
| TIVERPOOL -
| SHIPLETTIR -
(€ Ner gl
o N\aesg/
W Nov, 6. Arrival
. Royal William at °
‘..L'pool, London
backstamp dates: :
Rated Act of i | WKRHH
)| 11812, zome wate; Tl e
el T 10-230 mi. L/P T ' , o
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CITY OF DUBLIN STEAM PACKET COMPANY
1838 ~ 1839
S.S. Rcmgcll William Last Transatlantic Po_smqe

ITn all, the S.S. Royal William made 3 round voyages, Liverpool
to New York. In 1839 her sailings were superseded by the Transatlantic
Steamship Company's S.S. Liverpool which made her first voyage, leaving
Liverpool October 20, 1838, but was forced by a gale back into Cork,
staying until November 6. Liverpool arrived at N.Y. November 23.

Royal William made her last return voyage to Liverpool, departing
N.Y. January 16, 1839, arrived Liverpool February 3. She thereafter
resumed her less exacting duties on the Irish Sea.

January 10, 1839. A letter from the Bank of the United States in-
closing two Certificates of Business Shares, which caused the letter
to be double rates. It is endorsed: Per Royal William,
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Feb, 3. Royal
William arrived
at Liverpool,this
letter arrived at
TLondon Feb. 4,
backstamp. | ~

M2 5 Lonocese FIFe

This letter, = /72/} _o./ C’('-’- << /;_-.*“-\ /—
though not marked - i
at Liverpool as a
Ship Ietter, was
so rated, viz.:
Act of 1812,
Liverpool to Lon-
don (206 miles),
zone rate 120-230
miles at 11d. +
8d. Ship Letter:=
19d. or 1/7d. x ? g
2 (double letter)
= 3/2dtr shown
in manuscript.
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BRITISH 8 AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838-1841

S.S; Sitios st Return Voyage

Charter from St. George Steam Packet Co.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838-184]
5. 5. Sirius lst Return Vcn1c1qg

Charter from St. George Steam Packet Co.

In order to save the prestige of the Company because of delay
in completion of the British Gueen, the Company chartered the
Sirius from the St, George Steam Packet Co., which was operating
a service between London and Cork.

On Sirius' first voyage out from Cork on April 4, 1838 she was
three days late due to the need to wait for the Steam Packet
Ocean from Glasgow and Liverpool with mail and passengers. She
was followed by the sailing of her rivel's S.S., Great Western on
April 7. Sirius arrived at New York on the morning of April 22,
with Great Western arriving in the afternoon of the same day.

The two transatlantic voyages of Sirius, both for British &
American, were:

Leave London Leave Cork Arrive New York Depart N.Y. Arr.Falm.Arr.Ply

March 28,1838 April 4 April 22 May 1 May 19

May 26 May 31 June 18 July 1 July 16
April 30, 1838. Rothschild & Sons correspondence, letter

docketed at New York and endorsed: Pr, Steamer Sirius,

May 1. Sirius departed from New York on her first return voyage
under charter to British & American.

S — = i 4y , ;’11
\SHIP LETT ”J e el
| FALMOUTH | \1838
R.S.7 ]

May 19. Arrival backstamp at May 21. Arrival backstamp
Falmouth as a Ship Letter, date at London. Falmouth to London
of Sirius'! arrival at that port. is 270 miles. Letter was rated
This mark is found in red from under the Act of 1812, zone

1835-40. In bdlck only in 1834, rate of 1sh. for a single letter
inland 23%0-~300 miles plus the
8d. Ship Letter charge, total
due 1sh,.8d., shown as 1/8 in
manuscript.
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BRITISH& AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838-1841

S5.85: Sitivs 2nd Retormn Voqro.qe

Charter from St. George Steam Packet Co.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838- 1841

D Sl 2nd Return Voyade
Charter from St.Georde Steam Packet Co.

1838 SIRIUS 703 tons
A chartered ship, responsible for starting the first
North Atlantic steamship service.

703 toms, 178' x 25' beam, wooden paddle steamer, side lever,
two cylinder engine, Built by Robert Menzies & Son, Leith (engines
Wingate & Co., Glasgow) 1837 for St, George S.P. Co. She made
two transatlantic charters for British & American in 1838. Other-
wise, she ran London to Cork, Ireland. dJanuary 16, 1847 wrecked
near Ballycotton, Ireland, 20 lives lost. -

The two transatlantic voyages of Sirius, both for British &
American, were:

Leave London lLeave Cork Arr. N.Y. Depart N.Y. Arr.,Falmouth Arr.Ply.

March 28, 1838 April 4 April 22 May 1 May 19
May 26 May 31 June 18 July 1 July 16

June 30, 1838. Letter docketed at New York from Farmers Loan
& Trust Company, endorsed: p. Sirius.

July 1. Sirius departed from New York on her second and last
return transatlantic voyage, under charter to British & American.

$ s Y5 P | ‘]_ :'1
Kol = | 18638
J R.S6
July 16. Arrival backstamp July 18, Arrival backstamp at

at Plymouth as a Ship Letter, London. Plymouth to London is
date of Sirius' arrival at 215 miles, Letter rated under Act
that port. This upward "step" of 1812, zone rate of 11d. for a
is found as here in red from single letter inland 170-230 miles
1837-40, found usually in + 8d, Ship Letter fee = 19d.(1sh,7d.)
black from 1815=56. x 3 (treble letter) = 4sh.9d.,shown

as 4/9 in manuscript (marked initially,

deleted and reweighed and remarked
the same,)
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.S. British Queen

The paddle steamer British Queen, 1862 tons, was built in 1838 by Curling & Young
at Limehouse on the Thames, for the British and American Steam Nav-
igation Company, promoted by an American lawyer Junius Smith, with
the enthusiastic support of John and Macgregor Laird of Birkenhead.
She was intended to forestall Bristol's Great Western already under
construction.

Intended to enter service in 1838, the bankruptcy of her Glasgow
engine makers led to a delay of more than a year, which explains
the apparent anomaly between the 1838 date of Walter's painting and
her 1839 maiden voyage.

0il on canvas, 35 x 60 in. by Samuel Walters, Walker Art
Gallery, London.

Exhibit 265 at the Liverpool Academy 1838 reads, " 'British
Queen,' steam ship on her passage to New York, strong breeze."

Davidson, A.S., Samuel Walters -
Marine Artist, Jones-Sands Publish-
ing Co., Coventry, 1992.

7AS 66619
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.S. British Queen Maiden Vogaqe

f.-ll-l?

July 29, 1839. With flags flying and smoke pouring from her
funnel, Junius Smith's British Queen arrives off New York's

Battery on her maiden voyage. She was a full year before rival
Cunard's Britannia made her first trip.

7ThS 006,08
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838 - 184 | :
Maiden VOqaqe(Refuhﬂ

Queen was laid down as Royal Vietoria at
engines Robert Napier, Glasgow, AShe was

2:5. Britich: Qieenm

The 1862 ton British
Curling & Young, London,

built in dry dock and floated May 2k,

1838, Queen Victoria's birth-

day. She was sailed round to the C

lyde for her engines to be in-.

stalled before returning

to London via Liverpool.

By the time of

her maiden voyage July 10

» 1839, Victoria was Gqueen and she was
renamed British Queen. ]

1839 sailings were:
Arrive N.Y. Depart N.Y.

Leave London Arrive Portsmouth

7-10=39 7=~27=39 8-1-394 8-14-39+
9-1 9-20 10=-1 10=15
11-1 11-23 12=2 12-25.

AAug. 1, 18329,
Letter docket-
ed at New York,
British Queen
sziled this
date on her
maiden return
Voyage to Port-
smouth,

Letter was
handled at New
York by the
forwarding
agent, Ameri-
can & Foreign
Agency, who
applied their
cachet as a
backstamp.

Aug, 14.
British Queen
arrived at
Portsmouth,
Aug. 16. Tran-
sit backstamp
at London,

The: S, 15
PORTSMOUTH/
SHIP LETTER handstamp is recorded
in black from 1815-1844.,

Rated Portsmouth to Iondon (72 L
miles), Act of 1812 rates single B s
50-80 mi, inland at 8d. + 84, Ship |
Letter charge 16d. or 1sh.4d.,

shown in manuscript as 1/4.

-

|

_ |PORTSMOUTH]
| SHIP LETTER |
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
[B3B8-184]
S.S. British Queen

2nd Ooutbound passage

August 31, 1839. Letter datelined at Liverpool, con-
cerns ship Medora, arrived at Charleston, also they wish
the Franklin's accounts. Letter is endorsed:"British
Queen"/via N. York.

September 1. S.S. British Queen sailed from London,
touching at Portsmouth outbound.

-

IR A S e s

September 20. British Queen arrived at New York, this
letter processed the next day. It was rated, Act of 1825,
single letter 80 to 150 miles at 12%¢ plus 2¢ Ship Letter
charge = 14%¢ due.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

1838 - 1841

The British & American Steam Navigation Company was the first
North Atlantic steamship line to be successfully floated and the
first to start a service,

In 1838 it chartered the $S Sirius from the St. George Steam
Packet Co., which made two round trips London to New York via

Cork and return via Falmouth.

These April through July charters

proved so costly that they were abandoned.

S.S.British Queen

Upon completion of the SS British Queen, service was resumed
in 1839 with three round voyages from London to N,Y, in 1839,
touehing at Portsmouth both ocutward and inward,

1839 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth:

Leave London

Arrive New York Depart NY Arr, Portsmouth

7=10-39
9-1%
11-1

August 31, 1839.
Letter, a printed
newsletter from
Frederick Huth &
Co. with Prices
Current, datelined
at L'pool, and
headed "p British
Queen'", this des-
ignation also re-
peated on the
letter face,

#Letter went
out on the Sept.
1 sailing from
London.

Al A
7 ‘;/

7=27=39 8=1=39 8-14-39
9-20 # 10=1 10-15
11-23 12-1 12-25

LvRaL,

Sept. 20,  The British Queen arrived Sept., 20 %
and mail processed next day. Letter rated single
at zone rate 150-400 miles, New York to New Bed-
ford, at 18-3/L¢ (Act of March 3, 1825) + 2¢ Ship
Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due as shown in manuscript,
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838 - 184]
S.S. British. Queen 2nd Outboound Voyage

During 1839 the British Queen made three round voyages, her
maiden voyage leaving London July 10, 1839. In all, the Queen
made 9 round voyages between 1839 and 1841 under the British
flag, 1839 sailings to N.Y. via Portsmouth were as follows:

Leave London Arrive N.¥Y. Depart N.Y. Arrive Portsmouth

4=10=39 7=-27=39 8=1=39 8=14~-39
91 9-20 10-1 10-15
11-1 11-23 12-2 12-25

August 30, 1839. Letter datelined at London, holograph
letter of Colonel Aspinwall. It is directionally endorsed to
meet the Sept. 1 sailing of the British Queen.,
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S — Septe 20, The British Queen arrived

Fn = XN this date at New York. Letter rated
T R A double at zone rate 150-400 miles, New
i:::fﬂ P'**ﬁ York to Boston at 18-3/L¢ x 2 = 37%¢ +
\ SEP / 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 39%¢ due &s

shown in manuscript.

From the Collection of Arthur Beane.
See over for details of letter to Edward
Everett, Governor of Massachusetts.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
[838-184 | .
S.5. Britishe Queen Canadian Fr@io,h_‘!‘ Monel_.}
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

I838-184 1
S. S Britich Queen

Canadio.n Fre ith' MOnfkj

Szotember 28, 1839, A lstter from the J.A. erkins Co. of Montreal.
It is endorsed: p BP. Queen paid 116-. This paymert involved 3 phases:
Canadian postage, U.S.postage zand freicht money. The postmaster at Mon-
treal collected the postage and freight money and sent it to Deputy Post-
masier T.A. Stayner a2t Dusbec who in turn sent the steamship or sailing
ship freight monsy to th= line's agents in New York and the U.S. postage
te the U.S. Post Office. Thisz allowed the Canadizan mails to go in closed

bags directly to New Yor% as they were not openad at the border exchange
offices.

In this case, the preraid postage was the 4%d. currency rate, Montreal
to the U.S. border, and 18-3/4¢, the U.S. rate of 1825 for a single latter
conveyed 150 to 400 miles, Caradizn horder to New York. In addition, the
steamship freight money of 1lsh.3d. currency, =guivalent to 25¢ U.S., wasg
paid and remitted to the ship's agent in N.Y¥Y. All this was dene throuch
account No. 1168. Montreal and Toronte are ths only known Canadian post
offices that did not show the actual freight money fees on the letters.

On this cover all the Canadian rate notations wers later deleted (in
Enolznd) to avoid confusien.

- October 1. Letter went in the bhagged (closed)
mails via railroad for arrival at New York. It was
rostmarked there on Octoker 1, the day S.S. British
Queen departed from New York.

Octoker 15. British Queen arrived at Portsmouth
and London Octcoher 16. Letter had gone ashore at
Portsmouth (72 miles from London) and was rated,
Ant of 1812, for a letter going 50 to B0 miles at
fd. + 84. Ship Letter charge = lsh.4d. This was a
!x doubla weight letter, sc lsh.4d. x 2 = 2sh.8d. due,
shown as 2/8 in manuscript.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838—- 1841
S.S. British Queen
1839 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth:

Leave London Arrive New York Depart N.Y. Arrive Portsmouth
7=10~39 7-27=39 8=-1-39 8=14~39

0= 1 9-20 10-1 10-15 »

11=- 1 11=-23 12=1 12=25.

September 30, 1839. Letter datelined at Philadelphia at the
Grand Bank., It went under cover to a New York correspondent who
forwarded it directly aboard the British Queen which sailed Oct.
1 for Portsmouth on her 2nd return voyage.

October 15, 183%9. * British N

ey “,

Queen arrived at Portsmouth. 1 AT %

October 16, Transit backstamp E'léibtj]EEL 'ﬂE; ] 1:’“ “}'

at London where the SHIP LETTER \\ 1839 /) & iﬁ)""“l T- ”}q
mark was struck. Robertson Type NS A Rmifkﬂ
S.35 in use 1819-1846. —

Originally
the letter
was erroneous- o
ly rated 1/2d. ’f
but this was [/ » % 5\
corrected. b s;.;h £
Rated Ports- W e A
mouth to Lon- . g
don (72 miles)
Lct of 1812 .
rates single »
50-80 miles ‘o ok
at Bd- + 8d¢
Ship Letter
charge = 16d.
or 1sh.4hd.
shown as 1/L
in manuscript.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
[8386—-184]

S.S. British Queen 2nd Retourn Vol.fo..qe

October 1, 1839. Letter headed at New York and endorsed: pr British-
Queen. Letter content notes enclosure of a draft on Brown, Shipley & Co.
for / 510.4.2. TLetter was handed directly to the purser of the British
Queen.

October 1. S.S. British Queea sailed from New York for Portsmouth
on her 2nd return voyage.

October 1%5.
BPritish Queen

|

A
arrived at /ﬁffé'/hf/afz_ ‘%dw%
Portsmouth where

the SHIP Letter

backstamp was

struck. f??,/ oz

Octobher 16.
London arrival
backstamp, % (2//9} ,.;z/ O(ZLM
T.etter was rated,

Act of 1812, for
a letter con-

veyed 50-80 miles (Portsmouth to London = 72 miles) at 8d. + 8d. Ship Letter
charge = lsh.4d. x 2 = 2sh.8d., shown as 2/8 in manuscript.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO
|838-1841
S5.S. Britich Queen 2nd Return Vog,o.qe

October 1, 1839, Letter dated at New York and endorsed: "British Queen."
It mentions several enclosures, principally bank drafts, necessitating a
multiple postal rating. Letter was handed directly to the British Queen,
which sailed from New York on even date for Portsmouth.

T ﬁ'ﬁ ..

October 16. TLondon arrival backstamp. The
SHIPLETTER backstamp appears to be that of London
(Robertson S8.35). This was no doubt struck there to verify the rating
as a Ship Letter. Letter was rated, Act of 1812, Portsmouth to London
(72 miles) for a letter conveyed 50 to 80 miles at 8d. + 8d. Ship Letter

charge = 1sh.4d. singie. Because of enclosures, it took a treble rate
of 1/4 x 3 = 4 shillings fue, shown as 4/- in manuscript.

.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

(838 - 1841
5.5, British Queen 3rd Outbound qusage
. et : October 28, 1839. A letter datelined at Banechory Ternan,
AB}-‘-HDEEN Kincardineshire, Scotland and posted the same day at nearby
OCT 28 Bberdeen. It is endorsed: per Steam Ship/"British Queen"/vid
A i London. The letter was prepaid to London at the Ship Ietter
] 8-&9:& rate per General Post office notice of August 1835 of 8d. if

posted at the port of sailing or one shilling from any other

e— part of the U.K. Here postage of lsh.%d. was paid, the ha’
| 4 penny being the Scottish Mail road tax. This is shown in red
| manuscript as 1/%.

V(-?'f-:m § F\
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K ‘Yo
I‘L JJ s __;"‘L"
< QL3
18 39
et g
5 e
N R AARALD
‘.y-}; ‘f.‘-”lg'&.marr \f
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Oct. 29. Transit ,
mark at Edinburgh, the
routing of mail from
Aberdeen to London.

Oct. 30. London
"tombstone" transit.

."'g A Cﬁ Lo

Oct. 30. London PAID SHIP LETTER mark. The British Queen departed from oy ™ iy
London Novenber 1 for New York vid Portsmouth November 3. [ty <
November 23. British Queen arrived at New York, letter processed Nov- [z v B3P

ember 24. Rate of 1825 due, single letter 150 to 400 miles at 18-3/4¢ +
2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due, shown in manuscript.

e




1839
BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

1838—-1841
S.S. British Queen
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1839

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL
BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838 - 1841
S.S5. British Queen

1839 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth

Leave London Arrive New York Depart N.¥Y. Arrive Portsmouth
7=10~39 7=27=39 8-1-39 8-14-39

9~ 1 9=20 10=1 . 10=15

11= 1 11=23 12=1 12=25,

November 30, 1839. Letter datelined at the American Life &
Investment Trust Co., New York. It was handed directly to the
British Queen which sailed December 1 for Portsmouth on her 3rd
return voyage.

|
1
|
|

~GRAVESEND[

December 25, 1839.7" British Queen arrived at Gravesend.
Step-down Ship Letter mark is Robertson S.6b, in use in red

December 26. Arrival backstamp at London, This letter
arrived during the period of the 4d, Uniform postal rate,
December 5, 1839 to January 9, 1840,

Rate Was: ghip Letter rate 8d.
Uniform 4d. rate 4d.

128, = 1 shilling.
Amount due shown in manuscript (1/-).



] 1839

TRANSATLANTIC MAIL

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO. I
1838- 1841 |

S.S.British Queen
1839 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y, via Portsmbuth:

Leave London Arrive New York Depart N.¥. Arrive Portsmouth |
(=10=39 7=27-39 8-1-39 8=14=39 '
9- 1 9-20 10=-1 : E

11= 1 11-23 12=1 12=257% .

November 30, 1839. Letter datelined at New York and handed in {
directly to the British Queen which sailed Dec, 1 for Portsmouth, "
|

|

Dec. 25, 1839, ¥
British Queen arrived
at Gravesend.

Robertson S.6b. In
use in red 18%6-%9,

Dec. 26. Letter
cleared London where
it was rated 1 shilling, :
the—Paekedb-—Leitier rate ;
vefore—1840; shown as l i 1
1/- in manuscript. _ o ' I
This letter happened ] /i‘-":‘*é—llﬁ’*;-?ﬁ—-

t

|
to arrive during the ‘—-""'—}——._.___[’__,_. |l
period of the 4d. Uni- - : - |
form rate Dec. 5, 1339 :
to Jan. 9, 1840, This | i
hed-no—effect on the EatElimimeal Lylraem itz 4d

Sihie LETTER CHARGS &4

acket—retteor—rates,
b \v2LA =

V= St L Trde
AATLE,



1839
TRANSATLANTIC MAIL O
BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
(838-1841
S.S.British Queen 3rd Retorn Vogage
Penmsolar Steam Navigation Co. 4d Uniform Letter Rate
2.S. Emerald [sle, Falmoouth to Cadiz.

Ths oog.52¢



1839

BRITISH& AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

S.S. British Queen 31d Retorn Voyage
Peningoular Steam Navigation Co. S.S. Emerald lIsle

December 2, 1839, Letter datelined at New York. Dec. 1 was a
Sunday, so the writer properly dated a business letter the follow=-
ing Monday. It is headed: pr. British Queen as well as addressed:
Care of James Scott, Esq., London, British Gueen,

Inclosed, dated Nov. 5, 1839. is a duplicate, "Original per
Swiftsure." It shows contemporary use of the new and regular
steamers, "By the Steamer iGreat Western' arrived 3rd inst. we
have received advices from our mutual friend..." This Dec, 2 letter
notes, "The Liverpool Steamer took out the intellegence (suspens-
ion of two U.S. banks) and is expected back on her return in a day
or two." (This refers to the S.5. Liverpool of the Transatlantic
Steam Ship Co which arrived at New York on Dec, 5, 1839.)

British Queen departed from New York on Dec. 2 to avoid a Sun-
day sailing.

Dec. 25, 1839. British Queen
arrived at Gravesehd where the SHIP
LETTER backstamp was struck.

sHIP LETTER |

e R T A . Lk British Yueen was the only steamer
GRAVESEND : to land mail during the Uniform In-
S.6b. S land Rate of 4d., sterling, effective
N D = Dec. 5, 1839 to Jan. 9, 1840. Letter
O subject to the 4d. rate plus the 84d.
~ 28 Ship Letter charge = 12d., shown as 1 shilling (1/-)
DEC in manusecript.
155329 December 28. James Scott, Esq. deleted his
\\\\- —’/// name and that of British Queen and redirected the
= Daniel McPherson, Esq. letter to care of the

. British Consul, Cadiz, Spain. It was paid (manu-
script on reverse) at the Packet Letter rate to the port of entry at
Cadiz of 2sh.,2d.,, single, Letter, endorsed: pr. H.M., Str., was re-
ceived back into the British post Dec. 28 at London.

December 29. The Peninsular Steam Navigation Co. steamers sailed
from Falmouth. The §$.8. Emerald Isle departed Falmouth December 29,
via Vigo, Oporto, and Lisbon to arrive at Cadiz Jan. 8, 1840. Letter

docket notes, "Recd. 8 January 1840."

Letter was subject to a collect amount of 11
Reales, Spanish,

A 4 T N.B.: From Nov. 16, 1807 the Spanish tariff on

| 'f ) § letters was 11 Reales for a 4 Adarme letter (+-0z.)
| These rates applied until June 29, 1853,

l F 1\ (P,&0. information and rates taken from shipping

! i | \ lists in Kirk, R., "The Postal History of the

= » P.&0, Service to the Peninsula.,")
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1840

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO..

_ : 1838 - 1841 i 0 00 0 5
5:S. British Queen. 4th quga.q.e onder the British F'Ilcx.c'a
18&0 Séilings ofithe.British,Queen tojNequork;via'Pbrtsmoﬁtﬁ." '
Leave London  Arrive New York Depart N,¥, Arr, Portsmouth
2-1=40%& . 3=18=40 & ha=1=4L0 o h=16=40
7=-1" 7-18 : 8-1 8=15 ..
9-1 9-16 10=1
gipidpebed i g . ity

February 19, 1840, - Letter -datelined at London., It was direct=
ionally endorsed at lower left "Brit., Cueen", which ship sailed
March 1, 1840% from London. Letter handed directly to ship's
SEZNS _ . e et e

b 1,0‘" ; Al /
i Wk rrra ,Z{ 0B
L — : pvvx§§d/ 69? LONbayﬁ -1'}3 ¢
//{/‘”é FYO\\‘-\ FEs; 9, 1eyo <
P 51—1IP~><)
\ MAR /

\ 18 /

T e

1
A

March 18, 1840, # British Queen arrived at New York. Letter
was rated, Act of March 3, 1825, at 12%¢ zone rate single, 80 to
150 miles inland, New York to Hazleton, Northampton, Pennyslvania,
plus 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 43¢ shown in. manuscript.

March 22, "Mri S.D.

N.Y. to Hazleton, deleted

FAE the original address and added that of

. W New Hope., Manuscript postmaster's

note at Hazleton rated the letter for

another 12%¢ due, Hazleton to New Hope. Manuscript marks are known
at Hazleton from 1838 to 1849.

- ; < N e ) | 2
/} B S AT Ingham's office in Hazleton
:/j C\-/f £ S ] “

§ &z paid the Ship Letter postage
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION 0=
(838-1841
S.5. British Queen 44k Outbound Po.sso.c}e

e ™
| )?42 'fx/f}§a¢3s(f s /E;/// ///r&¢/’ J,/Z/f‘mff(
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February 29, 1840 (Leap Year Day.) Letter endorsed: Pr.
Steam Ship British Queen, was posted at London at the 8d. Ship
Letter rate in effect from 1840, paid rate charge shown in the
red manuscript notation. It received both the paid mark on the
London General Post and the paid Ship Letter unframed oval.

The S.S. British Queen sailed from London February 29 on her

4th outbound (westbound) voyage. She touched at Portsmouth on
March 2.

March 18. British Queen arrived at
" New York. Letter was rated for a single
P Ship Letter addressed to the port of entry
.f;Q at 6¢, shown by the manuscript notation.
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BRITISH& AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.5.British Queen Fifth OCutboond Passage

April 26, 1840. Letter headed Grimsby (England) notes the concern of correspondents
with transatlantic mail, as John Haskitt's aunt notes, "Dear John, T was dissapointed
to hear the British Queen arrived and no letter as by that. I fear you still had not
received the letter and the Tuscany not arrived. I begin to fear she never will arrive.
T wrote to Liverpool and the agent Mr. Pollack assured me that all letters sent to go
by the Liverpool® were forwarded by the sailing packets, of course he could not remember
mine in particular, he also said all the January packets had not arrived in New York,

I hear the CGreat Western left..."

*S.S. Liverpool had departed New York Dec. 15, 1839, arrived at Liverpool Jan. 11, 1840,
having put into the Azores for coal. She made no further transatlantic voyages, and
her westbound mails were forwarded by sailing packets as noted in this letter.

RN

v b =
o ¢ Bl & April 28. Letter endorsed: By the "British Queen" from London to
: New York May lst 1840. It was paid in cash at the 8d. (16¢) Ship
Ietter rate in effect from 1840. Payment is shown by the large manu-
script "Paid 8", and confirmed by the London "tombstone" and the
TONDON - PATD SHTP LETTER marks.

[ g v April 29. The May 1 packet S.S. British Queen departed from
3 Tondon April 29, touched at Portsmouth April 30, outbound.

May 15. British Queen arrived at New York. Ietter was rated,
Act of 1825, as a double letter, 150 to 400 miles, at 18-3/4¢ x
= 37%¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 39%¢ due, shown in manuscript.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
S.8. British Queen

April 30, 1840. Price Current from Maclean, Maris & Co. dated
at London and with a printed endorsement inside: Per BRITISH QUEEN.
They noted, "Since the Great Western sailed [April 15 from Bristol]
business has heen interrupted by the holidays, and the markets were
closed until this week..." Letter is also noted on face: B. Queen.

April 29. §S.S. British Queen sailed from London this date, and
from Portsmouth April 30.

M j)/ ./Zﬁ‘) /////4’
| /é@///‘/ x/g;m /’L/&

May 1G. ZEritish OQOueen arrived at New York. Letter was there rated

at 6¢ due for a single Ship Letter addressed to the port of arrival,
shown by the manuscript "6".

e ‘oloséd udlil.:hi‘i.'_'h_'gﬂ:, ‘when several large sales of produce took ‘place; result - of s which we

'+ canuot " be -found +at. 4 -.per m-‘-«almunﬁ from «the ;North are rather fr ble
;[fviue;'l fto- works full -time '--K;ﬁqmtqpmﬁk“,g‘ho.r apprehension of a m;;:nr;m';mth how
North” East Boundary -question ' has, disappearcd, from , the-known desire of both Governmen
¢ e~ COTTON:—In this, market the sales are trifling, |but at Liverpood there

O e T e TN VRONBON AT,
~ .\ Since; the Great Western sailed, business has been interrnpted by the holidays, - and ‘the. .

" "Business | presonts ftho 7same  langnidness as;, heretofore,; notwithstandiog - the mr‘b“mﬁ_;“ﬁmﬂﬁfrﬁ“%;;—ém

! v . price_ of. Got"on n I th!lﬂ

ding ;with the Unijted flStgtaa_' I}ll:lpé;‘l? the
ts; to_arrange the differance amicably, .

.t'-'-i»d__ improvement, . it -is,  however, \again.rather dull there, and prices less firm. was a. good, bv;infﬂ} r'_i.ﬂuf. I%Mk—

; ~  &ICOFFEE:<There has been a dull ‘market for. Arrivals of Foreign via. the : STy

¥ : s Tias -+ xRl f . Cape; of Good Hope, still ¢
- and some -importers. are rather, pressing sales. e Rio brourh , S L] L0 . 1yope sull con
For Foreign fth&'."-nnlm-i‘qr&upo_rtg; e !‘I'h..lr 0 brought that way is objected to, and nfumﬂ,rhy ithe, home tr
_sold at 44s ' 6d -for (good rordinary,
.’r:l‘_t.f.:at.,""{“"-_ A s i AT

RS b s nl Tadt RNER S

tud 46s for fine ditto. { -
gtgcg!,;g‘ »Great Britain - 1st tApril 1839—34,500 Towns ;
B - N 1340—3?.500 TOII..'!

LW RE A <,
e L BT

m= T,

: d ome " trade,
et o B e Bt Il il 8
-7, s ¥ -

T




© 1991 NOWVUS DEBUT, Inc. l ) FL. Mil, SC 29715

1840

a0 el

ol

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

1838-1841
S.S. British Queen Fifth. retourn voyage
| /\;\;‘qﬁshbh r} Forwavd.nq Agent
.""i | e “‘%L. Theod® Meqer,Sons A& Co NY,
1TL“.JDEF EYER,SoNg 09 May 30, 1840. Letter datelined at New York.

It was handled by the New York forwarders
Theodore Meyer, Sons and Co. who endorsed it:
"British Queen". They also struck their for-
- warders oval backstamp (RF 3).

T 0

1" 5 EV Y OR x’i\. P

June 1. The i, S ]
steamship British 5 ' : N &
Queen departed St Ak

from New York. *&}gglﬁciiiglgf

o T ™"
June 16. Brit- ‘224 A \

i
ish Queen arrived vmi,w; qum AL RN

- b
at Portsmouth % PEsEE, \""

where the stepped *r’qr{um;ﬂi’i

SHIP LETTER/PORT_

* SMOUTH backstamp

was struck. The
vessel went on
to London where
she arrived

June 17.

June 17. Mail
had been forward-
ed overland to W
London, backs- '
stamp. Letter
subject to the
uniform 8d. Ship
Letter charge in
effect after
1840, rate shown
in manuscript.




1840

BRITISH 8 AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

1838- 1841
S.S.British Queen

The British & American SN Co. continued with sailings of the
British Queen in 1840, and also commenced with the President
which went missing on her 3rd return voyage.

1840 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth:
Leave London Arrive New York Depart N.Y. Arr., Portsmouth

B =40 Fw18=L40 L=-1=40 L-16-40
5=1 5=16,17 6-1
7-1 7-18 =12 8=15 (1)
9=1 9-16 10=1

11=1 11=21 12=1

(1) London Morning Chronicle notes arrival London 8=17. This
cover shows arrival 15 Aug. indicating arrival at Ports-
mouth although London Ship Letter mark was used.

July 31, 1840.
Docket at New
York to make
th_e Augo ],
1840+# sailing
of the Brit-
ish Queen.
Put directly
aboard mail
bag, thus no
U.S. postal
chargés.

Aug.15. Type
S5.28 (Crown type
H). Rated dble.
Ship Letter (af-
ter 1840) of 8d./
+-0z. X 2 = 1sh,
4d, shown as 1/4
in mss,

Augn 16. Red

backstamp, Lon=- / -/ 2 s
doa S = Sunday 8

receipt mark, ‘ L 2.2




1840

TRANSATLANTIC SHIPPING LINES

BRITISH & AMERICAN S
| 1838 -

SS. British Queen

1839 BRITISH QUEEN 1.862 tons
Sold to Belgium and in 1842 was responsible for the
first non-British North Atlantic steamship service.

fean

U

'I T '\\"

TEAM NAVIGATION CO.

(841 | '

The 1862 ton British Queen was
launched at Limehouse, London on
24 May 1838, Queen Victoria‘'s

birthday. At the time she was
the world's largest steamship,”

245 ft. x 41' beam. She was orig-
inally named the Royal Victoria.

~In all, she made three round voy-

ages between London, Portsmouth
and New York in 1839 and five in
I NeMEE . ek

TA S DaT.n




1840

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
(British)
1838 — 1841

SS British Qoueen Forwardimg Agents:

DeRham & Moore, N.Y.
Gilpin's 'Exchqnqe-N.Y.

March 26, 1840. Letter headed Charlston, $.C. and directed
"per British Queen", This was to pick up the fourth return voy-
age of the British Queen from New York om April 2, 1840. This
letter was handled either ex-Post Office or in bulk with other
letters to forwarding agents in New York.

; . i e g 1 " 0 C T-HL‘J
N PED . " AN A O¢,
40 oeWARDPED By 7L "‘W‘FX‘ :j‘gf.
f‘DL RHAM & MOORE R _J,{D ING ROCM *‘41_
JU-E\JV- ,(_\:_;_\{_. ] i, FOREIGN LET rE:\ QF ;.,.:.
X N-YORE:

Letter cleared New York by De Rham & Hoore, Forwarding Agents,
who in turn had it routed aboard the SS British Queen by the for-

warding agent Gilpin's Exchange, who applied their usual rather
spectacular oval handstamp. ! : :

SHIP LETTER.|
WH?J TTﬂPhQLEIII AP]S
: el & _ 840
Letter handed into British Post April 16, 1840. Letter cleared
Qffice at Portsmouth, port city of TLondon. Rated 1 shilling 6d.,
the British & American Steam Navi- transit rate to France via Eng-
gation Co., and "SHIP LETTER"/ land. First rated 8d4. in error,

PORTSHOUTH (S. 15) handstamp appli- this being the standard Ship Let-

ed. ter rete to 8ritish addresses after
1840, 8d. deleted by pen stroke.

W YiG e NI LN
: & 205
nt A VR o A ‘“‘A"_f_\
Y ‘_li'fi/.-'.
Cay NIrge!
April 18, 1840. French April 20. Arrival backstamp at
entry mark at Calais. " Guebviller, Haut Rhine, France, 21

decimes (mms. at left) due.




1840

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CcO.
B838-1841
S.S. British Qoueen 71th Voc.]ca.ge onder the B-rii‘ish.f"lag




1840

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.

1838 -1841
S.S. British Qoueen 7th Voyage onder the British Flag
1840 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth
Leave London Arrive New York Depart New York Arrive Portsmouth
3-1-40 3=-18=40 L=1wl0 L=16-40
5-1 5-15,16 6-1
7-1 7-18 81 8-15
% 9=1 9=16 10=1
11-1 11-21 12-1 4
e % r po C
~ avae (P ATD AT
L

~ 18fi/é/ IVERPOOL /, .

August 26, 1840, Letter paid at Liverpool and directionally end-
5. orsed: per British Queen/Via London, due to sail from Portsmouth on
Sept. 1 for New York. This was to gain time, as the next Liverpool
steamship sailing was to be that of the R,M.S. Britannia, which de-
parted L'pool Sept. 4, 1840 on her 2nd westbound voyage to Boston.

Letter was rated at 8 pence to pay the British standard Ship
Letter fee that had been adapted in the year of 1840, This intere-
sting letter (see over) indicates writer wanted it to go by British

Queen,
tug. 27. Letter passed through
oy 1D London as a PAID Ship Letter.
¢ G ffo\x,_{tﬁ z@,‘ Markings included the transit
PA] D < =} - London "tombstone" PAID mark.
-
27AU27 =+ SIAL &4 ey S.S. British Queen departed
840 1840 » #Sept. 1, 1840 from Portsmouth
\\] / 't ¥ for New York
_//ffytf\n Sept., 17. Arrival mark at
4'Qi O A\ New York as a Ship Letter. It
._T*'-/’c\ o ip" ' was rated N,Y. to Philadelphia
— s Gl 7q (90 miles) at 12%¢ for an inland
\ SEF / letter going 80 to 150 miles, Act
VA of March 3, 1825, plus 2¢ Ship

Letter charge = 14%¢ due as shown
in manuscript.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
1838~ [184]
S5.S5. British Queen 8th Outbound Voxfa,qe

London to Montrea !l via New York

October 29, 1840. Letter posted to Millar Edmonstone & Allan at
Montreal. They were later agents for the Montreal Ocean Steam Ship Co.,
but in 1840 were merchants and sailing ship owners. The Ship Letter
postage of Bd. was paid at Liverpool and the letter endorsed: p B.
Queen. Red unframed Liverpool backstamp.

October 30. Transit at London by the London "tombstone" and the
oval PAID SHIP LETTER mark.

November 1. S.S. British Queen departed from London
on her penultimate voyage under the British flag.

\ November 21. British Queen arrived at New York. This
1;' letter was charged at the Act of 1825 rate for a letter
150 to 400 miles, N.Y. to the Canadian border at

1/ L{L 18-3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢. This
,féw'was converted to 1/1d. Canadian currency to which was

added 4%d., letter up to 60 miles, total 1/5%d. due.

Ex-ARNELL

TAS 6077 (o9



1840

BRITISHA& AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY
1838-184]
S.5. British Queen B'LhVoL.’o.qe onder the British Flo.q

1840 sailings of the British Queen to N.Y. via Portsmouth.
Leave London Arrive New York Depart New York Arrive Portsmouth

3-1-40 3-18=40 L-1-40 L=16=40
5=1 5-15,16 6=1

M 7=18 8~1 8=15
9=1 9-16 10-1

“11=1 11=21 12=1

L AR
P g
'r ‘?,

-

,OPTO/L ¥ gf’ £ 5
OC128 - = R
(1840 < 290C29 wm
& 1840 </
" LoNDO

October 28, 1840, Letter paid 1 shilling at Tipton (backstamp)
and directed pr, British Queen from London/Octr. 30th 1840,

October 29. Transit London "tombstone" and PAID

AE _}, SHIP LETTER marks., British Queen departed from Lon-
Q’} O don on Nov. 1 for her 8th ?utbound voyage to New
I:g SHIP <\ Yor.-kt This was her penultimate voyage under the
NOV | British flag.
! 91 Nov. 21. British Queen arrived at N.¥Y., Rated
. W _ N.Y.-Philadelphia, 90 miles, at 123¢ for a single

letter 80 to 150 miles, Act of 1825, plus 2¢ Ship
Letter charge = 143¢ due as shown in manuscript.



1840

BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
18386 - 1841

S.S. British Qoueen

In all, the British Queen made 9 round trips between 1839

and 1841 under the British Flag

and three under that of Belgium.

This cover was carried on the last 1840 outward paséage, Lon-
don to New York. The next voyage of March 8, 1841 was to be the

last under British Flag.

— g e

—

\ PATD-/ < Cﬁéﬁﬁ iy
N-oes 4] Qi
310031 | o) 3;?%5” @
4 1840\ < o B i

o M L O NDO®

Oct 31, 1840. Letter paid at
the 8d. standard ship letter rate
at the 0ld Cavendish Street (OCS)
office, London. British Gueen
left on Nov. 1, 1840 for N.Y. via
Portsmouth,

AT
P '.
x4 x\j . SN

. 4

The Ship Letter Office marked
this as a paid ship letter, which
British payment only took letter
as far as the port of entry in
the U.S.

Nov. 21. Handstamp agrees with the
arrival date of the British Queen at
New York., Letter rated at the Act of
March 3, 1825 rates for a letter going
/ 150-400 miles (New York to Bristol, R.
' I.) of 18=3/4¢ + 2¢ Ship Letter charge

= 20-3/L4¢ as shown in mss.
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BRITISH & AMERICAN STEAM NAVIGATION CO.
(838-4)
S.S. British Qoueen 8th Outbound Possaqe

In all, the British Queen made nine round transatlantic voyages
between 1839 and 1841 under the British flag and three under that
of Belgium.

This cover was carried on the last 1840 outward passage, London
to New York. The next voyage of March 8, 1841 was to be the last
under the British flag.
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October 28, 1840. Letter datelined at London and endorsed:pr
British Queen 31 Octr. Letter was handed directly to the ship,
thus no British postal markings.

November 1. The S.S. British Queen left London for New York via
Portsmouth.

November 21. British Queen arrived at New
York. This letter was subject to the rate of
6¢ for a Ship Letter addressed to the port of
/ arrival, shown by the manuscript "6" charge
/" mark.
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Arthur Beane Collection
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