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PREMIER PHILATELY - Auction No 97 - Saturday 20th July 2002

990
90 C A

- cover to GB "Via Marseilles” with very fine Imperf Diadem 1/- rosy vermilion with Error of W 8’

127a just tied b_y bars cancel of Sydney {superb b/s), the stamp has bgen lifted and hinged in placg!.e{{l%agrg 5‘?1_ 18 U? 400
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PREMIER PHILATELY - Auction No 101 - Saturday 25th January _2003

Lot 239
239 C A 1858 part-entire to GB (arrival b/s)

_ | b/s) "pMail Steamer via Marseilles” with scarce franking of Diadem Impert
1/- brownish red two very fine singles (rich shade, each with good to large margins but slightly
overlapped) struck with bars cancel of Sydney. {Page 51.2
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Sydney > 3.58
Melbourne 17.3.53

K.Gu3e
Galle
Aden
Suey

23.3.58

844458
17.4.58
23.4.58

o
ZE

PL0 "Benareg"
Alexandria 27,4.58
Malta 1,.5.68
Gibraltar 0.5.58
Southampton 11.5,58
Mgils to 3P0
0045 hrs. 12.5,58

The Zuropean & Australian Royal Mail Coy held the postal
contract but they broke it by failing to have a steamer
available for the Alexandria to southampton sector,
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Times (London), July 7, 1858

AUSTRALIA
(BY SUBMARIME AND BRITISH TELEGRAPH)

We have received the following despatch from Malta, dated this
morning:-—

"The Tiviot has just arrived from Alexandria, with the Austral-
"ian mails, bringing the following intellegence:-
YALEXANDRIA, JULY 2
"The European has arrived bringing Australian mails and gold valued
"at 138,1061.
"Her dates of intellegence are - Sydney May 11; Melbourne 16; Ceylon
"June 9. The March mail arrived out at Melbourne on the 13th."

Times (London), July 19, 1858.

THE AUSTRALIAN MAIL SERVICE. - Great complaints continue to be made
with respect to the mail service, and the colonists are beginning to
seriously contemplate the necessity of establishing an independent line.
The Australian Steam Navigation Co., whose vessel the City of Sydney,
when taken up upon an emergency, creditably distinguished herself and
on her return beat the European and Australian Company's vessel, have
addressed offers to the Australian Governments expressing their readi-
ness to convey the European mails monthly between Sydney and Pointe de
Galle, calling at Melbourne, Kangaroo Island, and King George's Sound
en route, whenever the cancelling of the existing contract shall leave
the field open. This company is prepared to commence the service with
their present steamers at once, but in the event of their offer being
accepted they would provide themselves with new vessels as quickly as
possible. The terms of their offer have not yet transpired. Of course
to insure the completeness of the communication with England under this
arrangement, it would be necessary for the home authorities to forward
the outward mails to Ceylon and to take the return mails thence to
England - Australian and New Zeasland Gazette.

THE AUSTRALIAN MAILS., -~ The heavy portion of the mails from Australia,
New Zealand, &c. in charge of Mr., Nash, of the General Post-office, and
all sorted ready for immediate delivery, arrived at Southampton yesterday,
at noon, by the Tiviot Steamship, Captain Woolward, This packet left
Alexandria on the 2d. inst., and Malta at midnight on the 6th., The
voyage has been performed with only one engine, the other having broken
down before reaching Alexandria on the passage out. The Tiviot has had
fine weather throughout with easterly winds through the Straits, and
subsequently south-westerly winds,
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THE EUROPEAN & AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL COMPANY

5.5, Eiiety Sg.,dné_n.j to Suvez via Cec.f!on. [9th Homeward Mails
S.S5. Teviot, Alexondria toMalfa (Rogal Mail Steam Packet Co )

S.S. Wye, Malta to Marseilles (Rogo_i Mail Steam Packet Co.)
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July 15, 1858. A letter to Birmingham endorsed: p

"Emeu" RMS/ via Marseilles. Rates of 15 Jan. 1857,
were 6d. per %-oz. British Colonial rate plus 3d. per
%¥-0z. if directed via Marseilles, through to the U.K,
This letter weighed over %-oz., but not over 3/4-oz.
It took double the British rate of 6d. x 2 = 1/- plus
treble the French transit rate of 3d. x 3 = 9d., total

1 sh. 9d. Rate was made up of the 3d. lithographed, Issue of 1856; 6d.

dull orange Issue of 1854 and 1/- blue, Issue of 1859. Stamps are can-

celled by the barred numeral "1" of Melbourne.

July 15. Although backstamped "SHIP LETTER", this was a contract letter.

Steamships of the E. & A. Mail Company conveyed this letter:

S.8. Emeu 8.8. Teviot S.8. Wye

Sydney Jul. 11 Alexandria Aug.26 Malta Aug. 30
Melbourne 16 Malta 30 Marseilles Sep. 4
Galle Aug. 7

Aden 18

Suez 24,

September 4 (sic). Birmingham arrival
backstamp. Cds is mis-dated.
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15th November, 1858, envelope from Woodhouse, Burns & Co., Melbourne,
to  Glasgow, Scotland per “Emeu”, bearing Perkins, Bacon 6d bright blue,
four singles, tied by four strikes of Barred Numeral “7” of Melbourne, pre-
paying combined double Ship Letter (1/- exceeding %oz. but not exceeding
loz.) and quadruple French (1/- exceeding %oz. but not exceeding loz.)

rates.
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THE EUROPEAN & AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL COMPANY
S.S. Columbian, Melbourne to Scez 24 th Northbound Ma il <

S.S. Thomes, Alexandria to SOui"LO.mP'tOl’L

B i e

December 11, 1858. A letter posted at Launceston,
Tasmania and paid at the 6d. Colonial rate to the U.K.
via Southampton. Payment is by the 6d. imperf, Issue
of 1858. Letter is endorsed:p "Columbian" via South-
ampton. Cancellation is by the "59" Post Office
number of Launceston.

i > 7 Mails to Britain were closed at Launceston and
. g shipped by a local steamer to Melbourne.

Steamships of the European & Australian Line conveyed
this letter on the 24th Northhound voyage of E. & A. under
the contract. Dates were:

S.8. Columbian S.S. Thames
Sydriay Dec. 11, 1858 Alexandria Jan. 27, 1859
—— Melbourne 18 Malta 31
King George's Sound 25 Southampton Feb. 12
Galle Jan. 8, 1859
Aden 17
Suez 23.
~ |-
Q
X February 12, 1859. Ladybank, Scotland
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THE EUROPEAN & AUSTRALIAN ROYAL MAIL COMPANY
$.5.0neida Sqd}xeq to Suezvia Ceylon 251h(and last) Homaward Mail s
S.S. Teviot, Alesandria to Malta  (Royal Mail Steam Packet Co.)
5.5 .Wye . Maltae to Marceilles (Roya! Ma.il SteamPac ket Co.)

This letter was carried on the last homeward voyage (N25) of the
E.& A., and was carried on the S.S. Oneida, the same steamship that
inaugurated the line in January 1857. This last northward voyage was
after a lapse of 18 months for Oneida's repairs in England. She later
became part of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co. fleet.

December 24, 1858. A letter to Edinburgh, Scotland endorsed:Marseilles.
1sh.6d. in stamps was cancelled by the rayed "20" of Liverpool, N.S5.W.
letter also backstamped at that town, same day backstamp at Sydney. The
rates of 15 Jan. 1857 were 6d. per %-0z. British Colonial rate plus 3d.
per %¥-oz. if directed via Marseilles, total 94. This letter was rated as
double or 9d. x 2 = 18d. = 1lsh.6d. However, it is underrated by 3d4. as it
weighed just over %-oz., British 6d4. rate x 2 = lsh. At French increment
of 3d./%-0z. x 3 = 9d., total 1sh.9d. Letter was passed through Marseilles
with no further charges assesse at 1sh.6d.

Rate made up by 6d. gray, Issue of 1854, 2 singles plus pair of 1d.
orange and single plus strip of 3 of 2d., Issue of 1856.

Steamship of the E. & A. Mail Company conveyed this letter to Suez, then
forwarded to Marseilles by those of the Royal Mail Steam Packet Co.

S.S. Oneida S.S. Teviot S.S. Wye

Sydney Jan.31,'59  Alexandria Mar.l7 Malta Mar.21

Melbourne Fe. 5 Malta (ca) 20 Marseilles 26

®GS 13

Galle 28 March 27. Edinburgh arrival
Aden Mar. 9 backstamp.

Suez 5.
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