ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
DROP LETTER USAGES
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Plate number 29

2¢ local rates — New York, NY and Rochester, NY

Plate number 30

The 2¢ “Black Jack™ was put into use in July 1863 as a result of the postal act of March 3, 1863, which
abolished carrier fees and established a drop letter rate of 2¢ per % ounce. This denomination was printed from
seven plates, numbered 28, 29, 30, 31, 50, 51, and 53.



ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
LETTER RATE USAGES

January 18, (1869). Woonsocket Falls, RI to Elinville, RI. 3¢ Letter rate. Manuscript
“Death” in upper left. Enclosed letter notifies recipient that “Grandfather Sheldon
died last evening at eighty. The funeral will be Wednesday at One o’clock PM.” Left
half of top imprint in selvage.
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3¢ Letter rate from Charles City to Lyons, W1. First line of lower imprint in

selvage.
PFCert 153816



ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
LETTER RATE USAGES

August 29, 1863. New York, NY to Kensico, NY. 3 copies with part of lower imprint paying double 3¢
letter rate on Scientific American advertising cover.

May, 31 (1867). New York, NY to Westchester, NY. Overpayment of 3¢ letter rate, as the fee for
carrier service ended in 1865. Stamps show upper half of side imprint. Side imprint was the same
as the top imprint, but positioned vertically at rows five and six.



ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
CIRCULAR RATE USAGES

New York. NY to Calmar, Sweden. Printed circular dated November, 30, 1865. 2¢ Black Jack paid
local postage and sea postage. Red “PAID ALL” applied in NY to indicate postage paid to Bremen
under German postal treaties. Blue “America / Uber Bremen / Franco” transit mark confirms
prepayment. Red and blue manuscript "6"s for 6 6re due from that point. Black Malmo J anuary 2,
1866 transit datestamp on verso.

PFCert 220434




ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
CIRCULAR RATE USAGES

July 7, 1865. Freeport, IL to Black River Falls, MO. Printed comer card for C. C. Shuler, Printer of
Bounty and Pension Blanks. Likely contained advertising circular addressed to another Claim Agent.

Portland, ME to Kenduskeag, ME. Mailed unsealed. Gum on envelope still fresh. Circulars mailed in
envelopes were required to be mailed unsealed to allow inspection by postal authorities. Any
handwriting on the circular would disqualify it for reduced rate mailing. Note use of undated Portland,
ME cancellation as is typical of circular mail.
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September 11 and 15, 1867 - Neighboring stamps from the same sheet sent to the same
addressee five days apart. Together, they comprise the complete top imprint.
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3¢ Pink — August 22, 1861 — Baltimore, MD to York, PA. Used within the first week of issuance.
Earliest recorded instance of the any part of the National Bank Note Company imprint




ISSUE OF 1861-68

NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY

No fewer than 26 plates were used to print
the approximately 1,750,000,000
3¢ stamps of the 1861 issue.
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ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
ILLEGAL REVENUE USAGE
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April 7, 1869 — Illegal usage of postage stamp, with imprint, to pay 5¢ revenue tax on legal document.
Ironically, the document is attesting to the fitness of a William Henderson to practice law.




ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY

July 1862 (missing day slug in datestamp). Sonora, CA to Leland, IL
2 times 10¢ transcontinental rate underpaid and “Due 10¢” Imprint and “No. 15”

April 6, 1862 — San Francisco, CA to Orange, NJ. “Plate” and part of number 15. San Francisco
“Cog Wheel” Cancellation

On denominations above the 3¢, imprint copies on cover are decidedly scarce. The two imprint copies on this
page are the only recorded plate number imprint copies of the 10¢ on cover. No on-cover copies of plate number
26, the other plate used to print the 10¢ denomination are known.



ISSUE OF 1861-68
NATIONAL BANK NOTE COMPANY

January 5, (1868) — New York to Canada with left half of upper imprint.

December 5, 1867 — New York to Canada with right half of upper imprint.
Black “Quebec / DE 8/ 67 / C.E” backstamp.




ISSUE OF 1861-68
USE OF BRITISH IMPRINT SELVAGE
TO SEAL US COVERS

Position of stamps indicates that selvage was applied prior to mailing from the US

Imprint selvage from British 1d red stamps brought to the United States and used to seal and reinforce
envelopes mailed back to London. Though both covers were sealed in the same way, they were addressed by
different hands. British imprints carried information on price of stamps and instructions for their use, in
addition to plate numbers.



PICTORIAL ISSUE OF 1869
ENGRAVED AND PRINTED BY NATIONAL BANK NOTE CO.

Plate 8 - Single rate usage
on advertising cover for
steam engines and
machinery

ESCHUCHIAN & SC.UTH
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Plate 8 - Double rate usage
on advertising cover for
Hartford Fire Insurance
Company

Bottom imprint copy
(NATIONAL BANK N) OTE CO°.
NEW YORK on narrow envelope
containing family correspondence




