
CANAL ZONE 

POSTAL STATIONERY 

1907-1924 

The exhibit is a study of all Canal Zone postal cards, stamped envelopes, and registration envelopes overprinted and 

surcharged on the postal stationery of the Republic of Panama. 

When overprinted U.S. stamps appeared in 1904. Panamanians objected and a major confrontation occurred . President 

Theodore Roosevelt sent his Secretary of War, William H oward Taft, to resolve the issue, which resulted in the Taft 

Agreement. 

It provided that Panama supply all the stamps and stationery to the Zone. The Canal Zone Postal Service was to pay 

Panama 40% of the face value of stamps and stationery, even though Panama had nothing to do with the transit of mail. 

The agreement was abrogated by President Calvin Coolidge effective June 30, 1924. 

Canal Zone postal cards were first issued in 1907 . Postal envelopes did not appear until 1916. Although registration 

envelopes were never used in the continental U.S., Canal Zone authorities decided to order a limited quantity in 1918. 

All Panama overprinted stationery was replaced with U.S. stationery July 1, 1924. However "Canal Zone" overprinted on 

Panama stationery was valid until August 3 1, 1924 and later extended indefinitely on postal stationery imprinted by the 

purchaser. 

The exhibit includes Panama stationery which was overprinted and Canal Zone covers, mint entires, die and color 

varieties, printing errors, and unusual usages. Most of the post offices that operated in the Canal Zone from 1907-1924 

are represented including the very rare M onte Lirio and Toro Point offices. Postage rates existing in the 1907- 1924 

timeframe are part of th exhibit. All known stationery specimens from the American Bank Note Company archives are 

included. The registration envelopes issues, including the rare rejected issue, arre complete. 

Other highlights of the exhibit are the complete postal stationery production files of the one-cent Balboa and Panama/ 

Canal Zone "Coat of Arms" issues, among them the original pen and ink drawings and the final Canal Zone proofs. 

Although never issued, the one-cent unique "Coat of Arms" envelope is displayed. 

Other significant items are Christmas cards printed by the Panama Canal Press for the Canal Zone Post Office and sold 

at commissary stores, the only official Christmas messages ever printed on U.S. postal stationery. Many unique and rare 

items are included; those with less than five known are identified with a bullet (•). Included are many newly discovered 

items documented in the publication "The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone" revised 2014, by Irwin Gibbs, Editor. 

References/Bibliography: 
Scott 
UPSS 
Irwin Gibbs 
Irwin Gibbs, Editor 

Specialized Catalog of U .S. Stamps 
The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone 
Various articles UPSS Quarterly and Canal Zone Philatelist 
The Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone, revised 2014 



SYNOPSIS- CANAL ZONE Overprints on Panama Postal Stationery- 1907-1924 

I . SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION 
The exhibit covers all the CANAL ZONE Postal Stationery listed in the Scott Catalog and the United Postal Stationery Society listing 
and related materials from the time the U.S. took possession of the Canal Zone until the Taft Agreement was abrogated on June 30, 
1924. All items exhibited are overprints and surcharges on Postal Stationery of Panama printed by the American and Hamilton Bank 
Note Companies. The Canal Zone Postal Service paid to Panama 40% of the face value of stamps and stationery as issued to 
Postmasters, settlements made quarterly. The Panama government paid for the overprinting initially done at the Isthmian Canal 
Commission and subsequently done at the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope., C.Z. 

fum Srort UP~ 

Postal Cards UX 1-6 S 1-S 13 
Postal Envelopes U1-5 1- 5 
Registration Envelopes UF1 R1-4 

2. CONDITION 
The warm humid climate of the Canal Zone resulted in tropical weathering. Aging produces color changes in all papers, but these 
changes are accentuated when subjected to tropical climate. Used examples are scarce and difficult to find in prime condition. 

3. HIGHLIGHTS 
Highlights are the production files of the I¢ Balboa envelope and the Panama Coat of Arms postal card and envelopes, all of which 
came from the American Bank Note Company archives. The final signed off proofs are the only Canal Zone stationery proofs known 
to be in existence. The exhibit includes examples of the rare Christmas messages printed by the Canal Zone Press at Mt. Hope and 
sold in the Commissary Stores. Included are copies of all known postal stationery specimens from the American Bank Note Company 
archives, including the only copies of the 1¢ Coat of Arms envelope. An important part of the exhibit is the examples of all the rare 
Canal Zone Registration Envelopes, both Mint and Used including the 3'd printing rejected by the Canal Zone authorities. 

4. RARITY 
Printing of all items was in limited quantities, especially by today's standards. Key items which are listed below include many unique 
and rare items. All major and minor known varieties except two unique postcards not seen since 1915 are included. 

SCOTT UPSS DESCRIPTION NO. REPORTED FRAME PAGE NO. 
Postal Cards 
UX1a Sla Double Surcharge - Mint 5 I -5 
UX la Sla Double Surcharge - Used I I - 5 
UXIb Sib Double Surcharge - One Inverted 2 1 - 4 
UX1c Sic Triple Surcharge - One Inverted 1 1-4 
UX1d S2b Double Surcharge - One Inverted I 1 - 11 
UXIe S2a Double Surcharge 1 1 - 11 
UX2a S3a Double Surcharge- Mint 3 I - 16 
UX2a S3a Double I I - 16 

S4c Canal Zone Overprint Missing Offset on Back I 2- I 
UX2a S4a Double I 2-2 
UX3a S6a Double Overprint I 2-7 
UX2a S7a Double Overprint - Mint 4 2-9, 10 
UX2e S8a Inverted Overprint - Reading Up 1 2- II 
UX2a S9b Double Overprint - One inverted I 2- 14 
UX4 Sllb Head Only I 3- 8 
Postal Envelo~es 
Ula Ia I cent Head & Overprint Only - Mint 5 5 - I 
Ula Ia l cent Head & Overprint Only - Used 3 5-2 
Ulb lb I cent Frame Only 3 5 - I 
U2b 2c 2 cents Head & Overprint Only - Mint 6 5 - 15 
U2b 2c 2 cents Head & Overprint Only - Used 3 5 - 15 

2e 2 cents Head & Overprint With- Full Impression Inside 2 6- l 
2g Double Impression on Back I 6 - 2 

U2c 2d Frame Only- Mint 8 6 - 3 
U2c 2d Frame Only - Used 2 6 - 3 
U2d 2b Frame Double 3 5 - 16 
UX1 & UX2 War Tax Overprints 1 6 - 9 
U5 5c Overprint on Back 1 7 - 13 
U4 4a Canal Zone Only I 6- 15 
Re2,istration Envelo~es 
UFI Ria Zero for I 0 cents I 8-4 
UF I Rib Black Printing Double I 8-4 
UFI Footnote Reject Essay- Mint 2 8- 16 
UF I Footnote Reject Essay- Used I 8 - 16 (1-4- 11 ) 

~ 



POSTAL CARDS 

1905 

LITHOGRAPHED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

PANAMA SPECIMEN 

ESCRiSASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIR,CCION SOLAMENTIL 

.r-/ 

Nl _ 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

l_TNION PORTAL { ... NIVEHRAL 

FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

FEBRUARY 9, 1907 

SURCHARGED BY THE ISTHMIAN CANAL COMMISSION AT PANAMA CITY 

"CANAL" 15 MM UNWATERMARKED TOTAL PRINTING 50,000 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

SHIFTED SURCHARGES 

Placement of the surcharge varies since each card was surcharged individually. 
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ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACI ON 

IYNidN J>osT.\T. {~XIVEHHAr. 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE • FIRST PRINTI NG 

e DOUBLE SURCHARGE, ONE INVERTED 

TWO REPORTED EXAMPLES 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

Y A LA VUE: LTA LA COMUNICACION 

l ':...r6N PosTAl. T'NIY EHHAJ. 

• TRIPLE SURCHARGE, ONE INVERTED 

ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE 

ESCR iBASE EN E STE LADO LA D I RECC ION ::.?LAMENTE 
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POSTAL CARDS 
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

e DOUBLE SURCHARGE VARIETY 

FIVE UNUSED EXAMPLES REPORTED ALL WITH DIFFERENT POSITIONS OF SURCHARGE 

ONLY ONE USED EXAMPLE KNOWN 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE • FIRST PRINTING 

FIRST POST OFFICES 

LA BOCA 

Located on the Panama Railroad Line, the Pacific Terminal of the Canal. Name changed to Balboa May 5, 1909. 

CRISTOBAL 

The Caribbean Terminal of the Canal. 

Y A LA VU£LTA LA COMUNICACION 

1 ...-NION Pos·r.AJ. T"NIVEH RAJ. 



POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

FIRST POST OFFICES 

ANCON 

T he most important post office on the Pacific side. Stamp and postal stationery sales 
accounted for 13o/o of the Zone's total sales. Closed D ecember 31, 1956. 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

CULEBRA 

First location of the Canal's administration building. 
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ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

/l~ JJr·~~ 
~14~ 

I'll - ~ • Jl/, 

~I ; tfiau,~ ~~, 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

P08TAL l TNIVF:H SAT, 

-" 0 
'Jl 



POSTAL CARDS 
FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

EARLY POST OFFICES 

ANCON STATION A 

Opened in 1905 in former French Canal headquarters, downtown Panama City. ClosedApril30, 1908. 

Y A LA VUE LTA LA COMUNICACION 

rNr6N POSTAL (~NIVEH SAL 

TABERNILLA 

Closed February 14, 1912. 
----~---------------------- -----------------------~-r.~~ 
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l~NION Po~TAL T ' r-:rYJ •: t~HAr. 

~------------------ ~ 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

EARLY POST OFFICES 

Several post offices along Charges River abandoned when water of Gatun Lake rose behind Gatun Dam. 
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SAN PABLO 

Closed February 14, 1912. 

Y A LA VU E:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

rNI6i" P osT.\ L 'CXIYEHSAT. 

GAT UN 

Old post office moved to higher ground in 1912. 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

PNH)::-; PosT.\r. t TXIYEHSAL 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

POSTAL RATES 

DESTINATION: EL PASO, TEXAS; FORWARDED TO CANANEA, MEXICO 

ONE-CENT U.S. RATE 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

{ ~~H)N PO!-'TAI. {'NI\T:Hi-'Al. 

DESTINATION: BERLIN, GERMANY 

TWO-CENT FOREIGN RATE 

E:!icRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION S 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST ISSUE- SECOND PRINTING 

MAY 3 , 1907 

LITHOGRAPHED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

SURCHARGED BY THE ISTHMIAN CANAL COMMISSION 

TOTAL PRINTING 10,000 " CANAL" 1 3 MM UNWATERMARKED 

rNION PoSTALE {bHVJ<:HSJ-:J.J.E 

REPlTl~LICA l)E PL\NAMA 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

,r/ 

(Jjl _ 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

FNION PosTAL {":.'\'"IYERSAL 

e DOUBLE OVERPRINTS, ONE INVERTED ONLY KNOWN COPIES 

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCJON SOLAMENTE 

l lNION POSTAL E lTNIVJ<;HSEJ.U: 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FIRST I SSUE - SECOND PRINTING 

DESTINATION: NEW YORK 

ONE-CENT U . S . RATE 

DESTI NATION: DRESDEN , GERMANY 

TWO-CENT FOREIGN RATE 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

PosT.-\ L l'xiYJo:HSAL 



PRODUCTION FILE 
ONE-CENT BALBOA 

In 1906 Panama changed printers and ordered a new one-cent stamp from the Hamilton Bank Note Company. 
The design came from an engraving by Edwin Gunn from a retouched photo ofVasco Nunez de Balboa. The 

engraving was then litho-transferred to create the vignette. 

ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPH OF A PORTRAIT OF VASCO NUNEZ 

DE BALBOA WITH 1906 PANAMA STAM P AFFIXED 

(!..3; 3 

L 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE 

The Republic of Panama ordered postal cards lithographed by the Hamilton Bank Note Company, New York 
with the same design as the one-cent stamp. Cards were overprinted "Canal Zone" in black by the Isthmian Canal 
Commission at Panama City until1909, thereafter at Mount Hope, Canal Zone, by the Panama Canal Press. Cards 
were overprinted individually on ten separate occasions using a single type form and producing seven distinguishable 
and readily identifiable types of overprint. Six read down, one reads up, and they can be identified by length of 
overprint, spacing between the "Canal" and "Zone" or style of font used (Antique or Roman). The earliest postmark 
reported was February 29, 1908; printings continued through 1912. 

BASIC REPUBLIC OF PANAMA CARD 

UNION POSTALE UNI VERSELLE 

REPUBLICA J::>E PA~AMA 
II) 

W rtl ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LAOO L A OIRECCION SOL AM E NTE 
~ ~ 
~.a 

~ ~ ~--------------------------------------------
~ -~ 

f-o -~ 
~ ... 
~ ·II) 

u s ~~--------------------------------------u 

Y A L A VUE LTA L A COMUNICACION 

UNr 6K" PosTAL Ul'.·rvERSAL 

TYPE ONE ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN 

7 MM SPACING BETWEEN "CANAL" AND "ZONE" 

"CANAL" 13 MM LONG 165,000 ISSUED 

PNrON PosTALE lTNIVERSELLE 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OI R ECC I O N SOLA MENTE 

CJt _______________________ _ 

Y A L A V UE LTA LA CO M U NI CACION 

UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE- TYPE ONE 

SHIFTED OVERPRINT 

UNION PosTALE UNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PAJ.~AL\1A 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

d_ _____ _ 

y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAL U'J'.TJ:VERSAL 

BROKEN " 0 " IN " ZONE " 

UN I ON POSTALE liNIVEH.SEI.LE 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

------- - -- -

{;Jl -

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNI6N POSTAL UNIVERSAT~ 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE- TYPE ONE 

FAINT OVERPRINT 

UNION POSTALE PNIVERSELLE 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

/3-ll ____ - -------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA CO MUNIC ACION 

Ul'm)N PosTAL UNIVERSAT~ 

"C" AND "Z" OF "CANAL ZONE" FAINT 

( 1NION PosTALE lJNIVF.HSELLE 

l{Et>(TB T~ICA J)E 1:>..:\~AMA 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

-~ - -

y A LA VUELTA LA COMU NI CACION 

UNH)N POSTAL UNTVERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE ·TYPE ONE 

• DOUBLE OVERPRINTS 

THREE REPORTED UNUSED, ONE REPORTED USED 

UNION POSTALE lTNIVERSELLE 

li.EPUJ3LICA DE PANAMA 

l':-:ION POSTALE t·~JVERSEL 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l:"::-<JON POSTAL F~"lYEHS.\L 

AMENTE 

----------

LCana) Zone, 

VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

tSAJ. 

POSTMARKED! N . Y. & CANAL ZONE R . P.O. JAN 2 1910 NORTH 

Seapost operated between 1906 and 1912. 

UNION POSTALE lJNJVE 

REPUBLICA l)E 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECC r 
d~ Ouo/!&M . ~ 
~~~~~ ~ 

&?1/ ~_,L-/ -. P~ . ~ 
0- ~-a-

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNH)K POSTAL UNn ERSAJ~ 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE ·TYPE TWO 

EARLIEST POSTMARK: SEPTEMBER 14, 1908 

ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN 

7 3/4 MM BETWEEN " CANAL" AND "ZONE" 

"CANAL" 15 MM LONG 

30,000 ISSUED 

UNION POSTALE lTNlVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA ])J:. P~t\_NAlVIA 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE .LADO LA D IRECCION SOLAMENTE 

J!(_ __ _ 

~~/--------------------------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAT- l. NIVERSAL 

• " CANAL ZONE" MISSING 

OFFSET ON BACK 

U:'\' rON PosTALE lJNIVEHSELLE 

REPUBLICA lJE l~ANAMA 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

~-----------------------------

~~---------------------------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COM UNICACION 

UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE -TYPE T WO 

e MISCUT C A RD WITH DOUBLE OVERPRINT ONLY KNOWN COPY 

UNrON PosTALE lJNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA J)E PANAMA 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECC I ON SDLAMENTE 

------~------ ----
/ IYn ___ _ 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

POSTMARKED: ANCON C .Z. SEP 14 1908 

EARLIEST CANCELLATION REPORTED 

Tied with one-cent 1907 H amilton Bank Note Issue. 

REPlJ13LI 

ESCRfBASE EN ESTE 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE- TYPE TWO 

RATES 

POSTMARKED: STATION A CRISTOBAL, CANAL ZONE JAN 26 1910 

DESTINATION: NEW YORK ONE-CENT U . S. MAINLAND RATE 

Station A was located at Porto Bello, Panama. 

ti:""!ION POSTALE l T 

REPUBLICA 1) 

y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION PosTAL r~HVERSAL 

PoSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL, C.Z. MAR 29 1909 

DESTINATION: TAMMERFORS, F I NLAND TWO-CENT FOREIGN SURFACE RATE 

UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE- TYPE THREE 

EARLIEST DATE REPORTED: MARCH 1 , 1909 

ANTIQUE TYP E READING DOWN 

8 MM SPACI NG BETWEEN " CANAL" AND " ZONE" 

" CANAL" 12 3/4 MM LONG 

50,000 ISSUED 

UNION PosTALE UNIVEHSELLE 

1-{EPUBLICA J)E PAKA.lVIA 

E SCRJB A S E EN ESTE LADO L A D IRECCION SOLAMENTE 

~---

~~--------------------------------~---

Y A LA V U E LTA LA CO M UN ICACION 

U N I ON POSTAI. l. "l'o"'IVERSAL 

SHIFTED OVERPRINT 

UN I ON POSTALE lTNIVEHSELLE 

l{EPU1:-3LICA ])E PANAMA 

ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA D I RECCIO N SOLAM ENTE 

~~---------------

at ---- ----------~--

y A LA VUE LTA LA COMUN ICAC I O N 

UNIO N PosTAL U NIVE R SAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE· TYPE THREE 

EARLIEST CANCELLATION REPORTED: COROZAL C.Z. 

UNlON POSTALB UNIVER 

}~EPUBLICA JJE p 
0 ' ~9 

ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

MAR 1 1909 

Y A LA VU ELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION PosTAL UNIVERSAL 

POSTMARKED: SAN PABLO C.Z. APR 27 1909 

A construction townsite. Closed when waters of Gatun Lake commenced to rise. 

UNION POSTALE l NTVEHSELLE 

1-{EPUBLI()J-~ ])J.: PANi\NlA. 

ESORiBAS< <N ~SO< 1 D'R<O t,6N SDCAM<NH 

cet_&-l_ . ~~ ~~~ 
~.: ~ Cvve-JW4- -

C- 2= 
Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAL U-r-.TJVERSAI~ 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE· TYPE FOUR 

EARLIEST DATE REPORTED: NOVEMBER 10, 1910 

ROMAN TYPE READING UP 

9 1/4 MM BETWEEN " CANAL" AND " ZONE " 

" CANAL" 10 1/2 M M LONG 

40,000 ISSUED 

U::-<ION Pos'I'ALJ<: l.NIVEHSELLE 

R ' ~~ ' \_EPUBI.I( ]r\_ J)h A ...... ~ .. t\MA 

ESCRlBASE EN EST E LAD O L A D IR ECCION SOL AM E NTE 

._if_ _ __ _ 

./}jZ ::.____ ---

Y A L A V U E LTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNIOl" PosTAI~ UNIVERSAJ~ 

BROKEN " Z " OF " ZONE" 

ONION POHTAL E l rNlVEHSELLE 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCIO N SOLAMENTE 

,P)Z __ _ 

-~: 
:n 

Y A L A VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAL Ul'o'"IVERSAI-



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE ·TYPE FOUR 

e " CANAL ZONE" DOUBLE 

ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE 

SHIFTED SURCHARGE 

UNrON PosTALE Ul'o.TIVERSELLE 

11EPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
~ 

UJ rtl ESCRJB ASE E N ESTE LADO L A D IR ECCIO N S OLA M E NTE 
~ rtl 

~ ~ 
f:-<"0 
{/)·<tl rv/ 
0 ~ ~-----------------------------------------------------
~ -~ 
c.. 1/l 
' ~ a; .... 
~ -~ u s ~------·-----------------------
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Y A L A V UELTA LA COMUN ICACION 

UNION POSTAL UNI VERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE -TYPE FOUR 

e TORO POINT 

One of three known postal markings from Toro Point, a name never used officially. Designated as "Cristobal 
Station B" in 1911. Total stamp sales for the five-year operation of "Cristobal Station B" was less than $2500. 

UNION PosTALE lJNJVEnSELLE 

REPUBLICA J)E P~t\_i~ 

Sf:P iJ6 1911 
'!OHO POI~T 

By--·---- --·---···::;:.::::::::::::::::.::::; 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

NION PosTAL UNrvERSAI. 

BOHIO 

One of the first post offices. Closed December 1, 191 1, when Gatun Lake rose. 

UNlON POSTALE)l)JNIVr.p~~~~q:' 
REPUBLICA rt,.., p~~Vj_ 

\() \\ ~~~- . 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA Dlf\QeCION $,_~~MEM 

\_'J..~ o<Y· 
~ 

~ Frank_E~~r~ee~n~e~~---------------------
------------------ Empir~~ana~n.e-------------

/~~------------------------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUN I CACION 

UNION POSTAL U NIVERSAl. 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE- TYPE FIVE 

EARLIEST POSTMARK: MAY 10, 1911 

8 1/4 MM BETWEEN " CANAL" AND " ZONE" 

"CANAL" 13 MM LONG 

40,000 ISSUED 

UNION PosTALE UNIVERSELLE 

R E P U BLICA J)E P~t\.NALVIA 
~ 

~ rn ESC R JB ASE EN ESTE LAD O L A D I RECCION SOLAMENTE 

~ ~ 
~-a 
(/)~ J 
0 -~ ~---------------------------------------------------
~ -~ 

E-< -~ 
!l: ... 
~ •II) u ¢ ~~-----------------------~------------

u 

Y A LA V UELTA LA COMUN I CAC ION 

UNION POSTAL Ul'.'TVERS AL 

e DOUBLE OVERPRINT 

C :-.: t ON P OST A L!·: l "NI VE H S ELLE 

ESCRlB ASE E N EST E LADO LA D I RECC IO N SOLAM EN TE 

,(/__ __ _ 

/ 41 _ ----

Y A L A VUELTA LA COMUN ICACION 

UNHJN POSTAJ:, lJNI VEHSAJ, 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE -TYPE FIVE 

e DOUBLE OVERPRINTS 

UNrO T PoSTALE UNIVEB.SELLE 

}~EPlJDLICi-\ J)E P.J\N~ 
~ 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

.J!!_ ___ _ 

~---------------

UNION POS'l'ALE UNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE . PANAMA 

ESCR iBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

~-~-----

1) , 1) T ' 

\.EPl ~I3LlCi-\ J)E .:\::'\.\.MA 

ESCRiBAS E EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCI O N SOLAMENTE 

17)2 __ __ 
,' § ti<O,_ ______ _ 

~ $ ___ _ 
y A LA VLJELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAL U-r-.-rn'l~ ll SA.L 

NICACION 



POSTAL CARDS 
SECOND ISSUE- TYPE SIX 

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE - DECEMBER 20, 1911 

ANTIQUE TYPE - NO SERIFS ON "A"S OR " N"S 

8 MM SPACING BETWEEN " CANAL" AND " ZONE" 

40,000 ISSUED 

UNION PoSTALE UmvEnSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANALVIA 

ESC R lBAS E EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENT E 

J?/_ __ _ 

PERIOD AFTER " ZONE" 

~~---------------------------------

Y A LA VUE LTA L A COMUNICACION 

UNION PosTAL u~'J:VERsAL 

• "ZONE CANAL" READING UP 

ONLY RECORDED EXAMPLE OF THIS ERROR 

UNION POS'l'ALE lJNIVEHSEJ.LE 

}-{ E P(TB LI C 1-\ 1) E P~J\.N ~lA. 

ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCIO N SOLAMENTE 

Y A L A VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAI. PKJVERSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE -TYPE SIX 

EARLY POSTMARK! JULY 5 1912 

UNrON PosTALE UNIVEHSEI.LE 

ESCRtBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION 

~/1_ ---

t~b._ 
Y A LA VUE LTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNrOK PosTAL UNIVERSAL 

SHIFTED OVERPRINT 

UNJON POSTALE lTNIVERSELLE 

l~EPUBLICA J)E 

ESCRtBASE EN ESTE LADO LA D IR ECCION SOLAMENTE 

---- ---- ------

.A neon, 

~---------------------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMU NI CACION 

UNION POSTAI. UNIV:EHSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE -TYPE SEVEN 

EARLI EST REPORTED DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 1912 

ANTIQUE TYPE READING DOWN 

NO SERIFS ON " A " s OR " N " s 

8 MM SPACING BETWEEN " CANAL" AND " ZONE" 

" ZONE" WITHOUT PERIOD 

40,000 ISSUED 

l':"\10~ POSTALE l ~.,VEHSELLE 

E SCRlSASE EN ESTE LADO L A D IRECCION SOLAMENTE 

~~ -----------------------------------------

y A L A VU E LTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNI<)N PosTAL l NIVERSAI~ 

DROPPED " 0 " IN " ZONE" 

UNION PosTALE lTNIVE~'l SELLE 

REPUBLICA J)E PANAlVIA 

ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

~--

/~~---------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

U NJON POSTAL UN-rvE RSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE -TYPE SEVEN 

• DOUBLE OVERP RINT , ONE I NVERTED 

ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE 

fJ!"rON PosTALE liNIVEnSEL LE 

}{EPUDLICA 1JE 1_).._<\.XA.Mr\_ 

E SCRJBAS E EN E STE LADO L A D IR ECCION SOLAM E NTE 

if ____ _ 

w z 
0 
N 

~),l __ --

Y A L A V UELTA L A COMUN ICACION 

UNidN PosTAl~ CNI VEHSAL 

POSTMARKED: CULEBRA, C . Z . PRINTED MATTER 

ONE- CENT FOREIGN RATE ON PRINTED MATTER 

REPUB LIC.t\.. J.)E P 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECC IO 

UNION PoSTAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

SECOND ISSUE- TYPE SEVEN 

WITH "19 1 2 AMERICAN RED CROSS" C H RISTMAS SEAL 

UN I ON POSTALE UNlVE:ftS 

EPUBLICA 1JE P 

Y A LA VU E LT A L A CO M U N ICACION 

UNION PosTAL UNIVERSAL 

DESTINATION: U.S. ONE- CENT RATE 

POSTMARKED: PARAISO C.Z. SEP 27 1912 

EARLY POSTMARK 

R EPUBLI CA 1JE 1~ 
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POSTAL CARDS 

POSTAL CARD OF THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 

LITHOGRAPHED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

In 1912 Panama changed postal stationery suppliers from Hamilton Bank Note Co. to American Bank Note Co. Panama had no need for a one-cent 
postal card and the Canal Zone did. The American Bank Note Co. designed a one-cent postal card for Canal Zone use to be similar to the Hamilton card 

with the words "Canal Zone" incorporated into the vignette die. A Panama die proof was prepared and approved by Panama authorities. 

DIE PROOF 

OF FRAME 

2631Q'H o& 

AWI:JIUCOIIN~~ 

INDEX CARD AND DIE PROOF ON INDIA 
-.......___~ 

Panama, Republ~c of 

c -

Surcharge acanal Z.one" 
Steel die-Litho transfer. 
Border engraved by Seymour 

Postal card 

c 1060 

Port. center-Vasco Nw1e z de Balboa•Lsydown of M' 1518 
P.E.M.-See ~ 1518. 
Color-border Green, center Slack. ~tho print. 

l'' 3415 9/25/12 

~ 

1¢ 



POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: MARCH 27, 1915 

First and second printing total 634,000. In 1937, 156,000 copies of the third, fourth and fifth issues were burned. 
The exact number of the third issue is not known. 

F3415 
UNI O N PO STALE U NIVER S ELLE 

FIRST PRIN T ORDER 
REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 

Q) 

F341 S SEPT. 9, 1912 ~ ~ ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAM ENTE 

=c 

-~ 

~ ~ 

~~ ~ . ~ c.. 't J<l_ - ·---

~ ~ ~~tC~ 
~ ·~ ~ , _ __________ _ _ _ 
<i ~ 0 8 / &VN/-_ _______ __ -4 

F4335 J 
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

R EPUBLI CA D E PANAMA 
ESC RlBASE EN ESl;E LA OO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

1:2-1'-/- IS F4803 

Q) 

;..1 <IJ 

H <IJ 
(,) 

< 1-< 

E-< "C 
(1: 

rJJ ...... 

0 ,(,l 

0.. ·~ 
::1 @ 
f-< Ill 

·Q) 

;l: k 

<i •Q) ,..., 
-~ 0 >..) 

{.) 

UNION PO STALE UNIVER SELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRlB A SE E N E STE LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAM ENTE 

- - -- - - ------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COM U N I CAC ION 

ITNION POHTAL l'"NlVl•:H SAJ, 

CACION 

LAST PRINT ORDER 

F4803 DEC. 14, 1915 



POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE- FIRST PRINTING 

TOP OF THE " E" OF "ZONE" TOUCHES BREASTPLATE 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

REP(JB L ICA DE PAl~AMA 
Q) 

'·' Ill ~ ~ ESCR i B AS E E N ESTE LA OO LA DI RECCIO N S OLA M ENTE 

~ ~ 
in .Ol J 
& i Ja ____________ __ ------------ ---
[l;l Q) 

8 .~ o; k < •Q) 

0 8 /~--------------------

Y A L A V UELTA LA C O MU NICACION 

UNION POSTAL UNIVERSAL 

SHIFTED FRAME SHOWS VIGNETTE AND "CANAL ZONE" WERE PRINTED IN ONE PRESS RUN 
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r~IO:S Po sTALE UNIVER SELLE 

REPlJI-lLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

PNION Po sTALE UNIVER SELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA ,___ -

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA D I RECCION SOLAMENTE 
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION PosTAL UNIVI·;nsAL 
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POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE • FIRST PRINTING 

POSTMARKED: ANCON - CRISTOBAL 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE 

Service started on Panama Railroad January 1, 1905. 

UNION P O S TALE U NIVER SELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PAN..AMA.l 
ESCRiBASE E N ESTE LADO LA OIRECCI ON SOLAMENTE 

__________ ~iro, C.z. 

/ (}?1. __ _ 

Y A L A V U E LTA LA CO MUNI C A C I O N 

UNI6N P o sTAL UNIVl<:RSAL 

DESTINATION: TABOGA ISLAND 

SITE OF ALIEN INTERNMENT CAMP, WORLD WAR 

FNION PoHTALE {TNIVI<;HSELLE 

}{ E PlTJ1 LI CA J) E }.l 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAM 

, rl-,_. 

~~ 5 
0~.~~ r-/ ,- c;:;;7 oo 

0: c~ l....• .;f<l-11 :Y~. ~. ~ 
"'· . cc -,s~Jil J ~ /~. 

1 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

rNIVl•:H SAT. 



POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

MACHINE CANCELLATIONS 

Two Cummins cancelling machines were purchased in 19 I 3 for An con and Cristobal. 
Due to climatic conditions, the machines were scrapped in 1936 and replaced. 
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POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE FEB 16 1915 

Y A L A VU E: LTA LA COMUNICACION 

r~TJ:ON Po~T.AL rNIVl·:n SAL 

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE SEP11 1916 
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Y A L A V UE:LTA L A CO MUNICACIO N 

UNION PosTAL VNrvKR S A L 



POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRI NTING 

VIA NEW YORK 

Mail destined for Europe was transhipped to New York and then dispatched to Europe at two-cent rate. 

DESTINATION: LEIPSIG, GERMANY 

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL C .Z . APR S 1916 

WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913 

-~ .. c/Ytw--tlrd, . 
Ufl.oN PosTALE UNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE £ 

DESTINATION: ELBE, GERMANY 

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL C .Z . JUL 25 1916 

WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913 
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POSTAL CARDS 
THIRD ISSUE • FIRST PRINTING 

FOREIGN POSTAL RATE- TWO CENTS 

DESTINATION: BERNE, SWITZERLAND 

PoSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE DEC 31 1916 

WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913 

/W 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l""NI6N PoHT.AI. rxiVI':H SAL 

DESTINATION: 5. GRAVEHAGE, NETHERLANDS 

POSTMARKED: GATUN C.Z. NOV 28 1914 

WITH ONE-CENT ISSUE OF 1913 

f~~ ~~o~}·~~TALE rt~~~,;. I.J 

REPUBLI 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

1 TNIVEHSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING 

SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES 

PRINT ORDERS FS268 1916; FS657 JULY 8 1918; F623S JAN. 8 1920; 

AND PRINT ORDER F6567, LAST PRINT ORDER OF THIS ISSUE 

'"' 

F5268 
l 'NlON Po~TALB l:NIVER ~ELLE 

REPlT1~LICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

,r/ 0 
F5657 

I'NION POSTALE rNIVERSELLE r--
r-----

r-
ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE ~ 

t{) 

'1. .... 
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~ 
~ t:;ACION 
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'1.. ;.... 

F6235 
CNION Po~TALE UNIVER SELLE 

REJ>UBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

F6567 
/ C) ,;;,;:2 ~ qTNION PosTALE UNIVERsi;;I.LE 

l~EPlJBLICA D~-: l~NAl\1A 

ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNI6N PosTAL UNIVJ·:n SAL 
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POSTAL CARDS 
THIRD ISSUE -SECOND PRINTING 

EARLIEST POSTMARK REPORTED: FEBRUARY 3, 1915 

• Green frame and text missing; could be proo£ 

Second printing differs from first printing in the placement of "Canal Zone" in the vignette die. 

'·' ~ ..... 

~ 
'f. 
"' ...J ,... -
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Second printing has a space between the "E" of "Zone" and the breastplate. 
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rNION PO STALl·~ UNIVER SELLE 

REP(JI-3LICA ])E l~ANAMA 
ESCRlBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l""NION PosTAL l.TNIVEH S A L 
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POSTAL CARDS 
THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING 

TWO CENTS CORRECT FOREIGN RATE POSTAGE DUE AT DESTINATION 

1 1/2 PENCE PAID TO COVER ADDITIONAL POSTAGE 
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Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

rNHiN POHTAL l r~'IVJ·~HSAI. 
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POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRINTING 

INTERRUPTED FIRST FLIGHT FROM CANAL ZONE TO U.S. 

. r-/ 

OCTOBER 6 , 1920 

Geit la. D. BlL .. s 

Gen . Lel . 

vi<:; shington. lJ . c . 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l~:sr<>x PoHTAL l'NIYJ·:HSAL 

POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL RPO TR4 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE 

OCT 9 1921 
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"C:-.roN Po sTALE UNIVF~R SELLE 
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POSTAL CARDS 

THIRD ISSUE - SECOND PRI NTING 

ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT 

INTERIN PERIOD 

The U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August, 1924, Panama overprints, 
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid. 
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POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE AUG 8 1924 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICA CION 

FNION PosTAL lTl'.~.;n SAL 

POSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE OCT 3 1924 

Postal cards exempted with printing inscribed by purchaser after interim period. 
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Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION PosTAL Fl'.~·;u SAL 



POSTAL CARDS 
THIRD ISSUE -SECOND PRINTING 

ORDER FORM 

British American Tobacco Company, Ltd. order form for tobacco products on reverse of card. 
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UNION POHT.ALI<; l.TNIVERSELLE 

REPlJI3LICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

BOX 176. 

/')I _ A NOON. 

CANAL ZONE. 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAL Ul'"''VER SAL 

GAILLARD, CANAL ZONE POSTMARKED: CULEBRA 

Forty-Seventh Infantry Regiment stationed at the Mountain Post above the Culebra Cur, coolest part 
of the Zone on the Pacific side. 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACI ON 

UNION PosTAL UNIVERsAL 



POSTAL CARDS 

FOURTH ISSUE 

NOVEMBER 13, 1921 

Commemorating the 1 OOth anniversary of independence from Spain. The card has a portrait of Procer Jose 
Vallarino, si~1 .er of Panama's Declaration oflndependence. Lithographed in color by the American Bank Note Co. 
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P A NAMA CARD AND CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN 

F6783 
UNION PosTALE UNIVERSELLE 

, 

F6783 ~A 

{TNION PosTALE UNIVERSELLE 
aMENTE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNI:6N PoSTAL U1>o'IVER SAL 

UELTA LA COMUNICACION 

" CANAL ZONE" OVERPRINTED IN BLACK BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

C) 

;:; Ill 

~ Ill 

~ t 
f.. ~ 
'J; ·-
"' .c; 
'-' ,., ,. - "' , '-.•. 

?n .... 
::" · C) 

"' '--< 3 
r ' <C 
'o,J (.) 

50,000 PRINTED UNKNOWN NUMBER DESTROYED 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 
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y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNION POSTAl. UNIVERSAL 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FOURTH ISSUE 

SHIFTED OVERPRI NTS 

FNro~ PosTA LE UNIVERSELLE 

l~EJ>(JB LICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRJBASE EN EST E LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

eNroN Po sTALE UNrvJ~R SELLE 
N 

REPUBLICA DE PANA.l.~ 
ESCRJBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA O IRECCION SOLAMENTE 

UNION PO STALE UNIVJ<~R SELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRJBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA O I RECCION SOLAMENTE 
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~· 

~ LACION 

!;lj 
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~ 
~ 
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POSTAL CARDS 

FOURTH ISSUE - POSTAL RATES 

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE ONE-CENT RATE 

l.TNION PosTALE l:TNIVJ•:RSELLE 

) ,- \ 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 
\ 

p/_,; _ I t. . P. B r , 

F+ "Q .. 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

FNI6N POHTAL UNIVER SATJ 

DESTINATION: U .S. ONE-CENT RATE 

/~ 

UNION PosTALE '(.TNIVERSELLE 

REPUBLICA DE P 
. " ' ESCRIBASE EN ESTE LAOO LA OIRECCIO 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

UNI6N PosTAL C'NIVER sAL 





POSTAL CARDS 
FIFTH ISSUE 

JANUARY 1924 

Typographed and embossed by the American Bank Note Company. 
PANAMA SPECIMEN AND CARD 

F756'7 
UNION Po sTALE UNIVER SELLE 

REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

UNION PO STALE UNJVER SELLE 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

"" ,.:"" ... .. 
;.. 

::: 
r. . --

~ 
" ~ 

'-' u 

/~~------------------------------------------

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

er-"'I6x PosTAL Fl>.""n~ 

CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN 

MEN 
IELTA LA COMUNICACION 

AL 

"Canal Zone" added to the die by the American Bank Note Company. 

ESCRiBASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

P:-oi()N l'<H.;T.-\1. l ' NIYI•:HSAL 
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POSTAL C.ARDS 
FIFTH ISSUE 

JANUARY 1924 

60,000 PRINTED UNKNOWN NUMBER DESTROYED 

UNION POSTAL}·~ UNIVF;RSELI.T~ 

REP(TBLIC ... \ l)E P.ANANIA 

ESCRieASE EN ESTE LADO LA DIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

.r/ - - --

I 'll 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

PNI6N POSTAL {TNIYl<;HSAL 

EARLI EST REPORTED POSTMARK: APR 19 1924 

Y A LA VUE:LTA LA COMUNICACION 

lTNT6N PosTAL Fr-.T"JVJ·:H SAT. 



POSTAL CARDS 

FIFTH ISSUE 

ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT 

INTERIM PERIOD 

T he U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. During July and August, 1924, Panama overprints, 
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid. 

POSTMARKED: PEDRO MIGUEL C . Z. JUL S 1924 

UNION PosTAI..E UNIVF.RSELLE 

ESCRi B A SE EN E STE LADO LA D IRECCIO 

~r/_ _ _ 

- ---------

Y A L A V U ELT A L A COMUNICACION 

l TN.I6N PORT AL t'"NIV~RSAL 

POSTMARKED: GATUN C.Z. JUL 10 1924 

International Association of Machinists Meeting Announcement . 

. r/_ \ . / v . 

/')/ 

y A L.A VU ELTA L.A COMUN I CACI ON 

rNu>N PosT"'-" l'NT\"EHSAL 



POSTAL CARDS 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

C hristmas messages were printed in very limited quantities on the reverse side of the Third Issue, both First and Second Printings, and the 
Fourth Issue. Postal Cards with C hristmas messages were printed by the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope from 1913 through 1923 and 
sold at the commissary stores. It is believed ro be the first instance where a U.S. government postal card was printed with a C hristmas greet-

ing. Less than 50 of these cards have been reponed, and none have been reported for 1917. 

1913. 

EARLIEST REPORTED CARD CANC~LED DECEMBER 17, 1913 

-i ·.: 
....... ·-

~ 

ONLY 200 OR 300 CARDS PRINTED 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE • FIRST PRINTING 

._rj 

y A L A V UE:l.TA LA COM U N ICAC IO N 

( ,..~~ON Po~T .. \ L l --slYI ·! l t ~At. 

JUST a good old-fashion 

V ed Cceeting !# Just a 

glad Hilloo to say- ~ We 

wish You IVlerry Olristmas 

ln the good old-fashioned 

way J!llf Just the same old

time Remembrance W e'll 

sincerely- wish Once More 

With a merrier U\1erry 

Christmas Than You've 

ever Had before J!llf J!# J!l 



POSTAL CARDS 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

1914 

10,000 ORDERED AND DELIVERED 

DECEMBER 6, 1914 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE- FIRST PRINTING 

WHEN FIRST ORDER SOLD OUT, 

3 ,000 OF A SIMILAR CARD WERE ORDERED 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE - FIRST PRINTING 

..: : 
; : 
:.: : 
! : rj ....... 

c 
: ;: 

Ol 

Y A I..A VU£LTA LA COMUNICAC 0~ 

{ Xl'\J:If""" \I 

i 

HEPl'HLI< ' ,))·: P.\;"; .\~L\ 

ESCRIBASE EN EST£ I.ADO LA OIRECCION SOLAMENTE 

I 

Ill 

Y A LA VUC.LTA LA COMUNI , CION 

t ~.:'\10~ Po~ L\1 t ·:--.; .,-,; u-.;.\ 1. 

~~~·~~~~~~ 
~ • • • !t • 
!t I 9 ERE again are we A 
• Rejoicing, Sending , :I:' 
a. thee while time remains Jill A 
'::11: Canal D iggers' cJ\1 erry :I: 
• Greetings J.i# Crossing seas ..• 

• and hills and plains Jill • 
A J.i# Cherished Blessings on llril\ 
'Jl: thee settle Jill Showers of ::1: 
~ Joy may Heaven teem Jill 9 
A May thy Fortunes in the a 
'::1:' New Year Jill Far surpass '::1: 
• thy wildest Dream J.i# Jll • • ~ 
·~~·~·~~~~ 

-:.. 
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POSTAL CARDS 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

Y A LA VUE.LTA LA C OMUNICACI6,.. 

l .. :"o>IO:" Po!'-'-L\1- ( *xn t: u~ .\.1 

1915 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

FIRST PRINTING 

Y A LA VUt.LTA V' COMUNICA('" ON 

, .,IC,, l 't) ... l'.\1 t •;r.;JYJ,Il...,,\1 , 

1916 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

FIRST PRINTING 

f®J HRISTMAS reetings and '\ ew 
~ ear's, riend, Once more to 

ome and ht'e I send From 
ands ''here Bloom the Orchid rare, 

while inter's Sto1·ms and ley Air 
Enfold hee in their Grasp No 

uletide lessage can Surpass those 
-;ent to I ome, to ~oy, to ass from 

anama 's Palm-Shaded Strands Jill 
where Honest Hearts and Toil-Stained 
Hands Emhrace I hee in their Clasp. 

For with them -Goes 
this I hought Sincere, 
Inspired by lower 
Pictured Here: I 

ray the 1ne whose 
arne it Bears 

in Daily, Fervent, 
Thoughtful ra}er 
Dwell with hee 

Through the (:ar 

~~ 



POSTAL CARDS 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

HEI'I "IIJ.W.\ 1n: P.\~.\.\1.\ 

l&CAI&lll (N ESTI: LAOO LA DlllllCCION SOLA.MENTt 

I 

'" 

Y A LA VUELTA LA CO.,.UNICA,... O N 

l " :"~inl :u .... u 

YEAR?? 

ONLY CARD KNOWN 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

J 

ESCRIBASE (N ESTE I.ADO L.A. OIRCCCION SOLAMENTE 

I 

I II 

Y A LA V UEl.TA LA COMUNICACION 

l"~u):".: Po...,T.. \ 1 \ ::'\: 1\l " H...., . \f . 
1:::110 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

'"----~-----------==---, 



POSTAL CARDS 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

I:S C RI.A8E EN I: BTl LAOO LA O I A IECCtON SOI.A ""i£NT£ I 
1/1 

Y A LA VUI:LTA LA COM UN C.AC.ION 

l ",to-' Po~-.. " t·,aYt:us.\.r 

1919 

Pf\ lNTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

1919 1920 

((!I:bink of J(me b:Jbile .3l ~bink of ~ou 

..:Urienb so ..far. so Jlong, so ~rur; 

~1)inh of ®lb ~imes, ~bink of .0rb:J, 
~bink of ~im Wbo @uibesll:ls~brougb . 

~urp ~orrob:J, .lnter Sear, 
<!!base :IDeprrssion, lop is near: 

~dis are ~eating <Z!f)ristmas <Z!f)eer 
tlttrp tf)is ~pirit .aJil .0eb:J ~ear. 

(SCRIBA9E EN E.STE LAOO LA DIAtCCION SOLAMlNT£ 

Y A LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACION 

•·~u )=""i Po~T.\1 , t"s•, ·•:u '"' ,\.1. 

1920 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

~0 Ice, no Snow, nor Wintry 
~~ Charms~ Bedeck the Grace
ful, Shady Palms ~ On P anama's 
Famed Coral Strands, Jill Where Ply 

the Barques 
of Man y 
Lands Jll 
Speeding , 
Sately,these 
Lines to 
Cheer Ji# 
Friend so 
Distant, yet 
F riend so 
Near Ji# 
Greenest 
Verdure 
Lingers 
Here JI# On 
Christmas 
Day and All 

the Year Jll Like Verdant Memories 
of Home and You; Ji# Unchanged, 
still Constant, Faithful, True. 

... .. ,. 

J 

;.. 
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POSTAL CARDS 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

e ... ........ I ' IO' Po ....... , .... : •·~n·t;u ... ~:t.u: . 

H..:l'(' BJ.I('.\ DE l~\::".\ .\1.\:~~- : 

ESCRIIlAI[ [N E&TI: LADO LA DIRECCION SOlAME.NT£ 

I k--~ -6. tfJadh· 
~,<-~dC~z 

0 /' 
Ill C......v~ ~u.-~.::, '" 

J; . ...,..,f ..... ~ 
L 'V ... LA VUE:LTA LA d ... 

Po ... I \1 t·:"lYJ"ll..,.,l 

1921 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

•, C.ACIO N 

<!tbri~tma~ <Grttting~ 

AND 

a ~appp .Jjldu ~tar 

· FROM THE 

~anama <!!anal 2 ont 

SOME E XILES CHOOSE THE CABLE, 

OTHERS PREFER THE MAIL, 

SOME BOARD A ROLLING STEAMSHip-

THOUGH ROUGH AND VAST THAT TRAIL

To SPEED A C HRISTMAS M ESSAGE 

To H OME AND -F RIENDS SO DEAR, 

THROUGH RESTLESS SEAS, IN TROPIC LANDS, 

WHERE SUN OR STORM LURKS NEAR; 

BUT MINE GOES THROUGH MY M AKER; 

A PRAYER IT IS, SINCERE: 

"MAY H IS B LESSINGS FALL UPON THEE 

THROUGHOUT THE COMING Y EAR." 

IZ ; ,.,- '1- / 
/ I 

-/.___ v{.. ' ~ ~~ 

l ~ E :-~-~~~~~ :·~:~J;·~-
'Y, $/ 

IESCR IBASE [N EaTE LAif4&.A ti,'""'CCIO 

I.L. 3340", 

,.. I Dr. •lter leas, 

Jaaaau, 

I /I 
Bahamas, 

British West Indies. 

Po ... l.\1 

Y A LA VUELTA LA CO.., UN CACION 

("~t\. I,H .... \.J , 

1921 

PRINTED ON FOURTH ISSUE 

THIRD ISSUE, SECOND PRINTING 

ALSO HAD SAME MESSAGE 

<!tbri~tma~ <Grttting~ 

AND 

a ~appp .l)lttu ~tar 

FROM THE 

b)anama Q!anal 2 ont 

SOME [ XILES CHOOSE THE CABLE, 

OTHERS PREFER THE MAIL, 

SOME BOARD A ROLLI NG STEAMSHip-

THOUGH ROUGH AND VAST THAT TRAIL

T o SPEED A C HRISTMAS M ESSAGE 

To H OME AND FRIENDS SO DEAR, 

THROUGH RESTLESS SEAS, IN T ROPIC LANDS, 

WHERE SUN OR STORM LURKS NEAR; 

BUT MINE GOES THROUGH MY M AKER; 

A PRAYER IT IS, SINCERE: 

"MAY H IS B LESSINGS FALL UPON THEE 

THROUGHOUT THE COMING Y EAR." 

I.L. 3644. May I ask 
yo~ to exchange with me! 
Hawe some high values. 

John J. DUdak, 
Balboa Heights, 
canal zone. 



POSTAL CARDS 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTED AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

SOLD OUT AT COMM I SARY STORES 

l.on!e Gillen, 
P. 0. Box 293, 

H .P. !ORIA, ( ~runsvAS.l, l 

Scutb ' ::'rica. 

YA LA VUELTA LA COMUNICACI'""N 

l :'11010~ Po .... Tu {~xtYFH~.\.1~ 

1922 

PRINTED ON FOURTH ISSUE 

MEMORIES of firesides c r acKling, 
Thoughts o f the L oved O nes there, 

Bright-eyed, trampling the snow fields 
Or breasting the wintry air, 

Come to the I sthmian P ilgrim 
K.eeping C hris tmastide h e re 

Where sleet and ice are strangers, 
Whe re orchids bloom all the year. 

W arm is o ur C hristmas noon sun, 
Balmy our vesper breeze, 

Fragrant o ur Yuletide flowers, 
Verda nt o ur P"estal trees, 

And warm is this C hristmas M essage 
T o C herished F riend ove r the seas, 

May t h e M a Ke r o f .All watch o'er thee 
And gladden our Memories . 

I wrote you a year ago, but 
have no record of reply/ m 
am anxious to exchange ith 
you. John J. Dudak,IL 3544 

Balboa Heights, 
Canal Zone, 
Central .America. 

ADDITIONAL CARDS PRINTED 

WITH SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT DESIGN 

E'SCqiBAS£ EN ESTt LAOO LA DIA[C C• 

(" . 

...... 

Ill 

VA "A VUtiLTA LA COM ~ A 

t·:"HT' Po-.a.\1 I :o-.1'1 u ..... \1 

1922 

PRINTED ON THIRD ISSUE 

SECOND PRINTING 

.~ 

M E.MORll!:.S of firesides crachltnlt, · · 
Thoughts of the L oved O nes there, 

Bright-eyed, trampUnlt the snow fields 
Or breasttnlt the wintry eJr, 

C ome to the I sthmtan P U!trim 
Keeptnlt C hrtstm.aattde here 

Where sleet and tee are atre.n~ters, 

Where orchids bloom all the year. 

W ann ts our C hrtstm.aa noon S\lll, 

Balx:ny our vesper breeze, 
Fragrant our Yuletide dowers. 

Verdant our l"estal trees, 
.And warm. ts thta C hristmas M -It• 

To C herished F r iend over the -as. 
May the M aher of .AU watch o'er th

And 8]adden our Memories. 



POSTAL CARDS 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

PRINTING AT MOUNT HOPE, CANAL ZONE 

1923 

The use of Christmas messages primed on the backs of Canal Zone postal cards continued until 1923 when the Taft Agreement was 
abrogated and Panama overprinted cards became void. The 1923 card is the last primed and sold at the Commissary stores. 

V A l A VU E: LTA l.A COMUN ICA CION 

•·~•o=-- Pu~ L\1 I . :"JvJ : u~.\1. 

<l!bristmu @rtttm!ls 
from 

~!Jt p anama Canal 

Mi~hty ocean steamers 
Plow this pretty Lane

Plowing 'mongst the tree topo, 
'Twixt a. mountain chain

Skirting foreflt jungles, 
Sailing tranquilly 

High above two oceans, 
Calm as Galilee. 

Never is it frOzen, 
Never tempests beat, 

Never docs the snow fty, 
Never chilly sleet, 

Always is it peaceful 
Even in the rain-

Land of nodding palm fronds, 
Southern Cross and wain. 

•• wzql 

Lmd of tropic splendor, 
Land of virgin soil, 

Pilgrim hearts beat briskly here 
Skilled in robust toil 

Speed ing steel-clad monste rs, 
Oft to Plimsoll laden 

With wealth from far-off Tartary, 
Greenland, Sydney, Aden. 

Pil~rims speed these to thee: 
~hip• and goods and wealth, 

WisheE best and Christmas cheer, 
Happiness and health

Pil~rims speed them daily 
Through this pretty Lane, 

High above two oceans, 
'Twixt a mountain chain. 



PRODUCTION FILE 
ONE-CENT BALBOA 

In 1908 Panama changed printers from the Hamilton Bank Note Company to the American Bank Note Company. 
They requested a one-cent stamp similar to the Vasco Nunez de Balboa that Hamilton had issued. 

. . 

ARTIST STAMP AND-PAINTING DRAWING 

IN GREEN AND BLACK WITH CHINESE WHITE LETTERING 

c l 

SMALL PLATE PROOFS ON INDIA PAPER 

DIE PROOFS IN ISSUED COLORS 



PRODUCTION FILE 
ONE-CENT BALBOA 

THE NEW VASCO NUNEZ DE BALBOA STAMP PRINTED BY THE AMERICAN NOTE COMPANY 

SMALL APPROVED WORKING DIE PROOF 

APR I L 27, 1908 

APR . 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 
FIRST ISSUE • ONE CENT 

Envelopes of Panama lithographed in two colors by the American Bank Note Company. The first order was 
placed on January 16, 1916. The "Canal Zone" overprint has been added to the vignette die. Cost of the 

one-cent envelope was two cents for single envelopes, one-tenth cent per envelope for orders over 50. 

FIRST PRINT ORDER F4867 

1~4867 

LAST PRINT ORDER F6568 

RECEIVE9 FEBRUARY 23, 1916 

RECEIVED OCTOBER 22, 1920 

F6568 

. . . . 
0 •••• •• 

Cit •••• 
0 •••• ".. . . . 

" 0 • • 

" " ... 
Col C." • • . " ... 

0 • • •• 

. . . .. . . .. . . . . .. 
• • •• . . . . . ... . . .. 

• • • . ... . .. 

50,000 ORDERED 

1 00,000 ORDERED 



3 50,000 ISSUED 

STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE - ~ONE CENT 

APRIL 24, 1916 

UNWA TERMARKED No GUM ON FLAP GREEN 

Although there were four press runs, it does not appear that more t han one set of dies were used. 
Many color varieties can be found. 

GRAY GREEN 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE · TWO CENT 

• HEAD WITHOUT FRAME FULL IMPRESSION INSIDE 

WILLIAM M. WHITE 

BALBOA. C . Z . 

TWO EXAMPLES KNOWN 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

e DOUBLE IMPRESSION ON BACK NO IMPRESSION ON FRONT 

ONLY KNOWN EXAMPLE 

M ISCUT ENVELOPE 



A.A.Hunter. 
Ba.lboa.,o.z. 

STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE- TWO CENT 

e FRAME ONLY 

• TWO REPORTED EXAMPLES OF USED COPIES 

7194 

~ffi.JOSEPH F.COVELESXI . 

ANCON. CANAL ZONE. 

ZONE POLICE. #135. 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT 

SMEARED HEAD AND " CANAL ZONE" 

SMEARED FRAME 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 
FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

FOREIGN DESTINATIONS 

DESTINATION: DENMARK RATE: TEN- CENT REGISTRATION PLUS FIVE-CENT UPU RATE 

REGISTRATION FEE INCLUDED INSURANCE 

.,\ ~-- ·C~ 43 d 
~-lff -t-~ wz 

DESTINATION : AUSTRALIA 

1:&7. ~~-J--J
'"'·"'-'"~t:--·-'0 ~ ... ,_ .... ~A.,.A..... 0 

~q ~., ~~Vv--

- -1- ~d( 

RATE: FIVE CENTS 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

ABROGATION OF THE TAFT AGREEMENT 

T he U.S. abrogated the Taft Agreement effective June 30, 1924. D uring July and August 1924, Panama overprints, 
as well as the new Canal Zone stamps and postal stationery, were valid. 

POSTMARKED: BALBOA C .Z. JULY 6 1924 

Addressed to Governor Harding, Governor of the Canal Zone. 

Jla~~ 
//5~!~ /7~

-&, 

Exception to the August ruling involved envelopes and postal cards which were valid indefinitely if the purchaser 
added a printed inscription. 

POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE JAN 20 1925 

r o.l boa e i 1 '· s , 

Cann.l '?.one . 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

MONTE LIRIO 

Only known stamped envelope from this post office. Monte Lirio cancellations are among the rarest of all 
Canal Zone offices. Stamp sales for the last ten months of operation only totaled $95. 

RAILWAY POST OFFICE TRAIN NUMBER 6 

DESTINATION : STOCKHOLM , SWEDEN 

WORLD WAR I CENSOR 

~ via. New York 
~ ,.. 
~ 
i> 
;::: 
:0 

Senor Don o . Kra.epelin, 

Stockholm C. 
'Sweden. 

-



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE ·TWO CENT 

FIRST DISPATCH AIR SERVICE, CANAL ZONE TO U.S. OCTOBER 6, 1920 

Mail was received at several Canal Zone post offices for this historic flight. Mail was then sent to Cristobal where 
the special transit handstamp was applied. Nearing Jamaica, bad weather caused the plane to return to Cristobal 

where the informational marking was applied and the mail was redispatched by steamer. 

J 

PoSTMARKED: CRISTOBAL CANAL ZONE 

A~-
fo-';, &~ 
'0' .,_,T G ~~\ 
i r,Ju• r, 

<"") ..; ' 
\_-., 10') J ~.v! 

, , ~··' .. 7 

---
~-

_ . .r .t:d:.:arc ... !vorn 

·-- ..... 

POSTMARKED: BALBOA HEIGHTS C.Z. 

""T "'f.." 
~ ....... . 



WAR TAX SURCHARGES 

e STAMPED ENVELOPES· FIRST ISSUE 

An act of Congress passed on October 3, 1917 provided for a one-cent war tax on first class mail. The Canal Zone 
authorities had proofs made for approval before issuing. The tax was subsequently deemed to be an excise tax that 
did not apply to the Canal Zone and the plan was dropped. These are the only examples known . 

f 
.r· 

.. 
I 

~ 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

SECOND ISSUE - ONE CENT 

PANAMA PRINT ORDER 6782 

NOVEMBER 13, 1921 

UNWATERMARKED ON WHITE PAPER No GuM ON FLAP 

r-==--~------~------------~~~~------~--------------~~ 
j F6782 

PANAMA POSTAL ENVELOPE 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

SECOND ISSUE- ONE CENT 

e UNIQUE CANAL ZONE SPECIMEN RECENTLY DISCOVERED FROM THE 

AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES 
--~~ __ -.,_ 

F6782 

" CANAL ZONE" OVERPRINTED IN BLACK BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

50,000 were delivered in August1921; 20,681 were issued; the balance were burned in 1937. 

' 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

SECOND ISSUE -ONE CENT 

POSTAL RATES 

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE RATE: ONE CENT 

ADDRESSED TO: JAY J MORROW, GOVERNOR, CANAL ZONE 

Col. Jay J Uorrow 

Governor Panama Canal 

Bal.boa. Heights 

DESTINATION: U.S. RATE: TWO CENTS 

J11? . 
~.G .MAf1'HtW.::, 
I 03 'i lij)FfN.S sT. ' 

.-:, .. --.. 

4~ .. It ..... r.. , 
~ 

- (Z" 

~. 

-0 
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MASONIC HAt.L 
BOX 2021 

ANCON, CANAL ZONE. 

( 

STAMPED ENVELOPES 

SECOND ISSUE -TWO CENT 

• " CANAL ZONE" ONLY 

BELIEVED TO BE UNIQUE 

SHIFTED OVERPRINT 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 
SECOND ISSUE -TWO CENT 

100,000 were delivered in August 1921 . T he balance of 200,000 were delivered October 10, 1922. 
None were destroyed in 1937. 

.. · 

PRINT ORDER F7113 

F7113 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 

SECOND ISSUE- TWO CENT 

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE 

R. P. 0 . 

Even numbered trains traveled north from Ancon to Cristobal. 
POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL TR. 4 NOV 22 1921 

AN EARLY CANCELLATION 

Odd numbered trains traveled south from Cristobal to Ancon. 
POSTMARKED: THE PANAMA CANAL TR. 3 OCT 30 1922 

Mr. C. A. Mcilvaine 
n t 
~xecutive Se0retaxy , 
Balboa Height~; , 
Canal Zone. 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -ONE CENT 

e HEAD AND " CANAL ZONE" ONLY 

e FRAME ONLY 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE - ONE CENT 

e HEAD AND "CANAL ZONE" ONLY 

MR. JOSEPH P . COVELESXI. lf/ ~-.J 
. i 

Lmc@QfJ~{t(]1~ ANCON,CANAL ZONE. , ., ~ 

ZONE POLI9E #135. 

. -----·---'-~---

19:: -: --·---- -·-- , ....... ------ ... ·- -

- -----.. -------- ·- ------

Mr. Walter E. Backus. 

Ancon , c. z. 

) 
c 



LIGHT 

IMPRESSION 

r --~ 

STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -ONE CENT 

FRAME PARTIALLY PRINTED 

MISCUT ENVELOPES 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST I SSUE • ONE CENT 

MILITARY CENSORED MAIL, WORLD WAR I 

Censorship became operative for all U.S. troops in the Canal Zone on July 1, 19 18. 
PCD are initials for Panama Canal Department. 

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE RATE! ONE CENT 

JOHN B. FIELDS 
Recorder 

BALBOA HEIGHTS. C .Z. 
P. 0 . Box 186. 

DROP LETTER RATE 

H U B F T :-1 H A tt. t.~ E R , 
BALBO A HE IGHTS, C z 

!9:6-----
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 
FIRST ISSUE- ONE CENT 

FOREIGN USAGE: REGISTERED RATE: FIFTEEN CENTS 

FIVE-CENT UPS RATE TO EUROPE PLUS TEN-CENT REGISTRATION FEE 

Si no es entregada a los 10 dias devuelvase al 
R. S . CARTER 

P . O. BOX !52 

BALBOA HEIGHTS C. Z. 

Mr. Rudolf Loos, 

Augsbergerstrasse ~' 

Weissenburg (11 Bayern) (.Bavaria} 

Ge~ (Euro·0e} 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -ONE CENT 

ABROGATION OF TAFT AGREEMENT 

The use of most Canal Zone stationery overprinted on Panama stationery ceased on September 1, 1924. Several 
mailers complained and finally envelopes were valid indefinitely if they had preprinted corner cards. 

POSTMARKED: ANCON CANAL ZONE SEP 1 1924 

P . 0. BOX " A " 
ANCON,C. Z . 

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS 

,,..r . K. D. Gardiner 

Box }2025 
.Anc on 

POSTMARKED: GATU N C .Z. 

RETURN AFTER 10 DAYS TO 

O!nral 0!4aptrr Nn. ) , ®.£. &. 
GATUN, C . Z . 

Nov 22 1924 

'- • 

-



CANAL ZONE 
FIRST TWO-CENT S T AMPED ENVELOPE 

The Republic of Panama issued a i.wo-cent envelope in 1909. The design depicted Fernandez de Cordoba and was 
lithographed by the American Bank Note Company. Since by treaty rhe Republic. received 40% of the face value of 
ali stamps and postal stationery sold in the Canal Zone, the Panama cLuthf)fities were anxious to approve rl1e issuance 
of stamped er.velopes. 

After approval in 1916, the w::mis "Canal Zone" were added to the vignette die by the American Bank Note Com
pany. The envelopes were unw~termarked on white paper without gum. Two press runs were required, one for each 
color. Envdopes were first issued on April 24,191 G. Fourteen separate printings were made consisting of 1,512,000 
envelopes; none were destroyed. 

The exhibit covers essays of the Panama envelope and all known Canai Zone specimens. All known errors ar.d 
varieties of the two-cent CordoLa envelope are rcpre:;c:n ted as W("'ll as some unusual usages. 

DIE ESSAYS OF FRAME AND VIGNETTE IN ISSUED COLORS r-

i'E:,.NANDr"Z 0£ CORI)O.A 

PA.."'Al.lA 8T AU" 

SPJ;CtAio~ 

AWJUtlc:...NSA.v•nro:-a CI'OM'Y V 4 S598 

CORDOBA VIGNETTE DIES IN UNISSUED COLORS 

rEJt~ANOE:Z 01: COR DOll_.. 

..._'>lAMA STAMP 

r:r;;II.NANDEZ 'cc C:ORPO ...... 

PAHA.WA • ""Al.CP 

8PJ:CJ.AL. C: - 81. 

~~~lta"'T&COJII':V: 

~ 

I 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

UNWATERMARKED ON WHITE PAPER WITHOUT GUM TOTAL ISSUE 1,512,000 

14 SEPARATE PRINTING ORDERS PLACED WITH AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

INITIAL PRINT ORDER F4867 FEBRUARY 23, 1916 50,000 ORDERED INDEX CARD SHOWS 

-=--r anama, Republic of 

\ 

------
Use steel die engraved on-.r-r;~j;'o 
with e urchar ge "Canal Zone .. 

For recon1 see F 1518 
Color center-black, border S03l Sub • 
.ld tho print. 

SAMPLE ENVELOPE 

Envelope b' 4867 2/23/16 2¢ 

INDEX COPY 
c l8i1.6 

F48677 

• 
s~t.c\\tlt.~ 

• 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

NEWLY-DISCOVERED SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES 

,=..__ -

Each printing used slightly differ<:nt colors and types of paper. 

... . . .. . •. o• 

F5447 .; 

•• . . . . . . . .·. . .. . . ..... . . . 
• 0 

•"
0 

o (' n ·. . 
~ c 

-. •• •",. r "~ ----· 

F 5658 ./ 

... ... •• • • • • • • • • . . .. ... •• . • . . . • • 0 • . . • • • ... • • . . . • 

••• . 
• • • 
•• Q 

F4966 -~ 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST I SSUE- TWO CENT 

SPECIMENS FROM THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY ARCHIVES 

... 

... . . . . . . . . 

F5822 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE- TWO CENT 

Many shades of red and carmine can be found. Earliest printing are red; later printings are carmine. 

CARMINE 

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: CARMINE 

POSTMARKED: ANCON C.Z. MAY 13, 1916 

RED 

l 

J 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE- TWO CENT 

MISPLACED FRAMES 

Printed in two press runs, first the frame, then the head and "Canal Zone." 

, 
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 
FIRST ISSUE - TWO CENT 

MISPLACED FRAMES 

~-J· f: ~~·. -
~.~~~ 

_qt"'L& tP~t. ~/Jj-
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STAMPED ENVELOPES 
FIRST ISSUE -TWO CENT 

MISPLACED HEADS 

"ZONE" ON BACK OF ENVELOPE 

I 

I 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE- TWO CENT 

• HEAD AND "CANAL ZONE" ONLY 

USED COPIES ARE MORE SCARCE 

-. _ ..... ~ · ·- ........ ,..,......_ __ , 

. .................. ,~ .. --- ~--,......_ .,, 

-~······-·-
.... -:. -

Mr. 0. F. EvSlS• 

Mr.J.P.Coveleski. 

JlimgJo~'ll'tBrP®d! 
-". ·~ ~f\1.~ 

'#:• .. t . . . . . . · ····-

Anoon, .c. .z •. 

P .. O .. Box.#681 .. 

.... . 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

FIRST ISSUE- TWO CENT 

e FRAME DOUBLE 

THREE EXAMPLES KNOWN 



CANAL ZONE 
COAT OF ARMS ISSUE 

1923 

In October 1923, the Republic of Panama placed an order with the American Bank Note Company for one-cent 
and two-cent envelopes and a one-cent postal card. T he design was to be the Coat of Arms of the Republic. The 

envelopes were to be on good quality white paper, embossed with th~ Coat of Arms of Panama, lithographed and 

without gum. 

Engraving was contracted to the Charles Magenfohr Company of New York C ity. In 1923 Canal Zone authorities 

ordered 150,000 one-cent and 250,000 two-cent envelopes and 150,000 one-cent postal cards with the Canal Zone 

overprint. The Canal Zone envelope order was assigned number F7429 and the one-cent postal card was assigned 

number F7430. 

In 1937 all 150,000 of the one-cent envelopes were incinerated at the Canal Zone Press. The only exception was 

the index card and the one-cent specimen from the American Bank Note Company archives; it is included in this 

exhibit. It is estimated that not more than 60,000 of the one-cent postal cards were sold. The two-cent envelope 

quantity sold was 46,041; the balance was destroyed. The postal card is the only embossed postal card ever issued 

by the United States. 

The exhibit covers the complete production file and development of the Panama Coat of Arms issue which 

had "Canal Zone" added to the design Included are the original pen and ink drawing, proofs, specimens and 

vanous usages. 

ORIGINAL PEN Be I NK DRAWI NG FROM THE ARCHIV E S OF THE AM E R ICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

0 

\. 
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. •• • 

PRODUCTION Fl LE 
COAT OF ARMS 

ELECTRO MODEL OF COAT OF ARMS TO ACTUAL SIZE 

I 

... 

_j_ 

. ..... 

TRIAL IMPRESSIONS OF EM BOSSED COAT OF ARM S O N C A RDBOARD 



PRODUCTION FILE 

COAT OF ARMS 

FIRST MODELS 

MODELS OF THE ONE-CE NT AND TWO-CENT PANAMA STAMP DIES WITH CORRECTIONS 

CORRECTIONS COVER RE-ENGRAVING OF COAT OF ARMS AS WELL AS FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS 

·~ ~~z::::: _,___.._ 
r~'~--~ £ ~ 
~·~ ~ .. 

fa? ~~ _:-., ~ k- _/1--t/?il. 
/;:~/7-LJ· 

/-..... 

~ _..LZZZ; ..... ""'., A 6u .~ 
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PRODUCTION FILE 
COAT OF ARMS 

TYPOGRAPHED AND EMBOSSED BY THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

LAST PANAMA PROOF 

PANAMA SPECIMENS PRINT ORDERS F-7566 AND F-7429 

... . . · ·. . . ... · .. 
. . . 

F7566 

• f • • • .. . . . . . .., . . .. ~ ... ·: . . . .. 
• • -1 • • •• 

.. . . . ~ .. ... ..... . 
• 

F7429 



PRODUCTION Fl LE 
COAT OF ARMS 

In October 1923, the Canal Zone authorities approved the one-cent postal card and a one-cent envelope with the 
Republic of Panama design. The words "Canal Zone" were added below the die. 

EMBOSSED LAST PROOF OF ONE-CENT POSTAL ENVELOPE AND CARD 

"CANAL ZONE" ADDED AND PRINTED IN A SINGLE OPERATION 

~ l 

Newly discovered specimen of the one-cent envelope from the American Bank Note Company archives. Envelope 
is one of two known survivors since all were destroyed in 1937. Envelope is partially card-mounted. 

. ~ 
• > . 

, 0 .. . "" . . .. 
• • ... . . . 

F7429 

..... : 
0 e .: • •o 0 
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PRODUCTION Fl LE 

COAT OF ARMS 

ONE-CENT ENVELOPE 

150,000 were ordered. 100,000 were delivered January 11, 1924, and 50,000 were delivered f ebruary 7, 1924. None were issued; all were burned 
in 1937. This specimen, from the American Bank Note C ompany archives, is one of only rwo survivo rs. 

e INDEX CARD, SAMPLE ENVELOPE AND SPECIMEN NUMBER F7429 

Panama, Republie of 

.IIi 

.l.esued with embossing die ''Canal Zone 11 

Color-Green 1 ., 

Sl..amped envelopes 

Surface U 1488 

I' 74Z9 10/17/23 1¢ 

. \;VJ'<"' 
,~~\} 

F7429 

• • • • • "" , . • 0 • • 
Q o• c.l • 0 o •• •• ...... "" : " . : . · .. ·: ~ ..... ~ : . 

, . 
0 0 til 0 
CO 8 Q 

0 0 ••• 

Q (J 0 .) -
Q 0 ...,; ..;0 ° 

. . -. . - .. ... 

: .. :·. : . . . . ~ 
: .. : :): 
... . . .. . . . .... . . . . . . 



PRODUCTION FILE 

COAT OF ARMS 

ONE-CENT POSTAL CARD 

150,000 one-cent Canal Zone postal cards were ordered and delivered. On June 30, 1924, the postal card was removed from sale. In 1937 the balance 
unsold was incinerated. It is estimated that 60,000 were sold prior to withdrawal. 

~anama , Republic of 

Die engr a ·Jed on I' H49. 
Embossing di e prepared on 11' 

'l',ext matter si.ollle as 1!' 6783 •. 

INDEX CARD AND POSTAL CARD SPECIMEN NUMBER F7430 

,/ 

Post al Cards 

s:urrace c 14()8 

ll. 
;.; ~ 
H a) 

< ~ E- -
oo! 
0 ''" a.~ 

f' 
~ c: 
r 1£ 
~ -:... 
"' :.. ... 
.... ·:.. 
' -r "' C '-'u 

F 7430 10/1'7/ 2 3 1¢ 

F7430.~ 
UNION PosTALE UNIVERSELT~E ~ 

R EP(JB LICA D E PANAMA 
ESCR i BASE EN ESTE ~ADO L A DIRECCI O N SOLAMENTE 

Lr:/ - ---- -

_______________ __.~•-• ..... -..-• ~~= • • • • • : =• •: : a~ '>o ________ _ 

••.••••• : ••:•eo o0

0 " 

• ••• : :. • • •• : : : : 0 0 : 0~ 

~11 ______ ~·---,~----r-~--~~------------------
• 0 0 

•• • • 0 0 

• • •• • 0 ° 0 
•oo o 0 oGo 

0 0 0 oo 0 0 0 °o 0 

0 o 0 
0 

0 0 " 
0 Q 0 0 

" , 0 

Y A L A V UELTA LA COMUNICACION 

l;Nr6N Pos TAI. l~NIVKHSAL 

7429. lssuad ,, ith embossing die "Canal ~one" . 
Color-Green 1. 
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PRODUCTION FILE 

COAT OF ARMS 

FINAL APPROVED ONE-CENT DIE PROOF WITH PRINT NUMBERS F7429 AND F7430 

APPROVED DECEMBER 10, 1 923 



PRODUCTION FILE 
COAT OF ARMS 

COMPLETED SIGNED-OFF PROOF OF THE TWO-CENT CANAL ZONE ENVELOPE 

CANAL ZONE 

SPECIMEN 

FROM THE 

AMERICAN BANK 

NOTE ARCHIVES 

F7429 

. . . .. . 
... ... . ·. . : ~. . . . 

. . . . .. ... ~ ... ·~ .. ~ ·.· . . . . . ~.. . . . . . . .. · .. ···. . ~ .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 
.. . . . .. ·. . . . . . 

. . . . . . ... :. ... 
.· .. ·. . . . . ... . .· . 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

THIRD ISSUE 

DECEMBER 1 S , 1923 

250,000 were delivered but only 46,041 were issued. The balance was destroyed in 1937; two dies are known. 

NO OVERPRINT 

ON FRONT 

• 

/ 

DIE ONE 

UNWATERMARKED No GUM ON FLAP 

\ 

DIE TWO 

DISTINGUISHABLE BY THE DROPPING FEATHER ON THE LEFT WING OF T HE EAGLE 



STAMPED ENVELOPES 

THIRD ISSUE 

1924 

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: MARCH 25, 1924 

MIXED FRANKING - NOVEMBER 7, 1925 

After August 31, 1924, postal stationery had an exemption for valid use. Overp rinted Panama stamps were 
not valid after June 30, 1924. U.S. stamps overprinted "Canal Zone" had to be used after July 1, 1924. 

~~mama <!tanal <!tonsistorp .l)lo. 
anb I!Ioncorbant 2l>obies 

.a. nnb a. /h. lit. 
JERO M E F. P RAGER 

: B57 

nt a:nu:l:e-co., ... 
s.· • 1 , 

E:lgland 

.. 



POSTAL CARDS 

FI F TH ISSUE 

ABROGAT I ON OF THE TAFT AGREEME N T 

All Panama-stamps and stationery overprinted with "Canal Zone" were withdrawn from sale June 30, 1924. They 
were no longer valid for postage after July 31 , extended to August 31, 1924. Only exception to the August 31 ruling 

involved envelopes and postal cards which were valid indefinitely if the purchaser added a printed inscription. 

0 ,.. -
··' ... 
t:"' 

"' ... .. 
' ~ 

POSTMARKED: GATUN , C . Z . SEP.8 1926 

UNION POSTAL}<; UNIVER SELLE 

REPUBLIC.A. DE PAN 
ESCRiBA SE E N EST£ LADO LA DIRECCION SOLA M E NTE 

,r/ "" 
\ '!(), 
~ 

----

("}'! ~c-d 

Y A L.A VU£ LTA LA COMUNICACION 

l..,..NI6N PosTAL l."NIYEH s..,'\..L 

POSTMARKED! BALBOA, C .Z. JUN 12 1 925 

Third class mail rate changed to one-and-one-half cents on April 15, 1925. 

... 
~t 
c.; 

t .. 
·C. 
~ fill c 
u 

Y A L.A TA LA COMUNICACI ON 

l'"NldN POHTAL UNIVI<.:HSAI, 

.... 
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~ -" "' '"' JJ ..., 
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CANAL ZONE 
1918 REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

The 1904 Canal Treaty with Panama contained an agreement to supply stamps and postal stationery to the Zone. 
Known as the Taft Agreement, it provided that the Canal Zone Postal Service pay to Panama 40% of the face value of 
stamps and stationery; settlement was made quarterly to Panama as supplies were issued to Canal Zone postmasters. 
The U.S. government abrogated the treaty effective June 30, 1924 but said overprints on Panama stationery could be 

used until Auf• 1St 31, 1924. In August the use of overprinted stationery was extended indefinitely. 

Panama registration envelopes were printed by the American Bank Note Company on heavy unwatermarked cream
colored paper lined with thread and without gum on the flap . Although registration envelopes were never issued in 

the continental U.S., the Canal Zone authorities decided to order a limited quantity from Panama in 1918. 

Four separate press runs were required: one for horizontal black printing, one for vertical black printing including the 

stamp and the reverse side of the envelope, and two for the red letters and lines. 

One unusual feature of the envelope is the rectangular space above the registration stamp with the Spanish for "Space 
for Ordinary Postage." The space is printed half on the envelope and half on the flap, so if the flap is opened after the 

stamp is affixed, the stamp will be torn. 

The exhibit includes the Panama registration envelopes that were overprinted with "Canal Zone" as well as both 

printings of the Canal Zone registration envelopes. All known varieties and various usages are also part of the exhibit. 

PANAMA ISSUE OF 1918 

Esta carla debe entregarsc a un emJ!IellldO de Ia Oficina 
de Correos para ser R -.comendada el recibo 

correspondiente. 

DIREtCION: 

-···································--··----·--·-·*•··························il·····················-····--

-·······-- ······················································• ····················· 

Espacio. para 
fra:-Jqueo 
ordinario. 

....................... ......... .. ..................................... 
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Para retirar el contenillo, c6rtese Ia cubierta 
sobre Ia I 

En el Servicio lnte 
estos sobres oro o plata 
de plata, alhajaa, pi 
objetoa de valor. 

r podran enviarae en 
xi bruto, objetos de oro, 
·as presciosaa y otros 

Para el Exterior pod ' enviarse los miamos 
articulos, siempre que e el pais de destino no 
este prohibido el envio e dichos articulos por 
medio de esta clase de c rrespondencia. 

Los envios para el xterior deben !!" ~ 
paiiados de una declar cion de aduana detal
lando el c~t~o l!!! · - -

Prohibese terminantlmente Ia inclusion de 
moneuas. 

El valor del conteniclo no debe exceder de 
BS.OO en el servicio lntctior y de 810.00 en el 
lntemacional 

Direccion ddl remitente 

Nombre del remitente ...................................................... . 

Domicilio ................................ ~ ................................................ . 

ina Destinataria 

Si esta carla no fuerel cntregada despues de 
............ elias devuelvaael a Ia anterior dir~n. 
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FRONT 

REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

PANAMA ISSUE OF 1918 

SIZE EIGHT 

BACK 

Para retirar el contenido c6rtese Ia cubierta Para retirar el conten o, c6rtese Ia cubierta 
sobre Ia linea roja. -........_ 

' .. 
z 
0 -u 
u 
w 
ex: -Q 

ao~re Ia 

AV SO. 
En el Servicio lnte or podran enviarse en 

estos ~obres oro o plata n bruto, objetos de oro, 
de plata, alhajas, pi ras ,presciosas y otros -
objetos de valor. · 

Para el Exterior pod an enviarse los mismos_ 
~~ articUlos; siempre que el pais de destino no 

1 ,;:. •• : .::este prohibido el envio de dichos articulo& por 

I 

I ~ · 
~:.. 

medio de ·~ta clase de rrespondenci~ . 
.. ..,.:..r 

Los ¢D.vio_s ara el xterior deben ~ ~ 
paiiados de ~ declar cion de aduana ~· 

lando elcoJ'ltenido l !!;!· alor. 

Prohibese terminan inclusion de 

monedas . 

. E1 valor del conteni 0 no debe exceder de -
BS.OO en el servicio lnt rior y de B 1 O.Oa ·en el 
lntef nacional. • .ff ~ .. ~-
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SERVIC!OS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Eata carta debe entregarse a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
de Correos para aer Recomendada y obtener el recibo 
correapondiente. 

DIRECCION : 

n . . --·-i ,· --~-
·No · 
~
1 1 1 ... . . . . ..... ...... . ..... -

L.:____,_...--... -- -~... ...., 

~· }! ~ - .. 

,; 

, ..,~~. -

·------ -~·--:-_;.,_..;...c..-.:.._~ - ----=-= :.:.....:.... 
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Para retirar el c:ontenilfo, c:O~ese Ia c:ubierta 
aobre Ia 

-· · ~·,w. 
; ..f -· • 

En el Servic:io lnte r podran enviarae en 
estoa aobres oro o plata n bruto, objetoa de oro, 
de plata, alh~aa, pi aa preac:iosaa y otros 
objetoa de valor. 

Para el Exterior pod enviarae loa miamos 
nrticulos, siempre que e el pais de deatino no 
este prohibido el envio e dichos articulos por 
medio de esta c:laae de c rrespondencia. 

Los envios para el xterin• 
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lando el ~t;.;ido l !!! 
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

FIRST PRINTING- SIZE SIX 

e BLACK PORTION OF THE FACE OF ENVELOPE DOUBLE 

REGISTERED 
D I lllREC:O llO N: No. ____ _ 

---· .. - ............... ._ . ..__._.~··~-· ........ ~········ .. ··· .......................... ~ .... ;.,,:: .. -:-... __ 

' .l6o •• • •• ho.; ••••••• • • ,;JJ,, ;; •• ••• ••• • •••• •• ,,;,; • .:. ; .;, 0 ;,, ;;; ••••••••• • 

.......... ........ ; .. . .... ... . ...... ·········-······ "· .. ·----- --~~-------·-· 

e " 0 CTS" FOR "1 0 CTS" CAUSED BY PAPER FOLD 

" 1 " IS BELOW FLAP 

SERVICIOS DE RECOMEN ADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQU 

Eata carta debe entreaarae a un em eado de Ia Oficina 
de Correoa para aer ~omendada' 7 obtener el recibo 
correapon.iiente. 

REGISTERED I 

DIRECCION: 
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No. · 
-----------~~~~~---

I 
-••••• •oen•••• • • ••••••••••••••••••• • •• ••••••o.•••••••••••• • •••• • • ••••• · - t •• 
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Espacio para 
fruqueo 
ordinario. 



REGISTRATION EN¥ELO-PES 

FIRST PRINTING- SIZE SIX 

EARLIEST REPORTED DATE: OCTOBER 25, 1918 

WITH TWO- CENT ISSUE OF 1912- 16 -- INVERTED CENTER 

SERVICIOS DE RECOMEN ADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQU E" 

Eata carta debe entre1arae a un em eado de Ia Ofic:iaa' 
de Correos para aer ~omendada obtener el reCibo 
eorreapoacli.lte. 

REGISTERED 

DESTINATION : EUROPE 

RATE: TEN- CENT REGISTRY FEE PLUS FIVE-CENT SURFACE RATE 

Eata cart& d~be entrea:arae a un em1J1ea•tlo 
de Correoa para aer Recomendada y lobJt.enel'"d 

correaponcliente. 

REGISTERED 
( 32294 
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

FIRST PRINTING- SIZE EIGHT 

OCTOBER 1918 1 ,000 ISSUED 
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Para retii·ar el ccJnle~llll~o. c:Ortese Ia ~'ubi~rta 
sobre Ia roja. 
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AV SO. 
En el Servicio podran enviarse en 

estoa sobres oro o pat~Lu~I!Cn. bruto, objetos de oro, 
de pl'lta, alhajas, presciosas y otros 
objetos de valor. 

Para e~ Exterior uu ........ '" enviarse los miSmos 
el pais de destino no 

en,ITio il dP- dichos articulos por 

" Prohibese ~~!!!!:!!1~~~!.!, inclusion de 
monedas. 

El valor del COJrlteniiJ.o no debe exceder de 
85.00 en el servicio y de B 10.00 en e1· 
lntemadonal. 

remitente 

Domiciliq .............................. . 

................................................... ·········································-·······-

entregada despues ·de 
dfi!•VI•.PI'Il•••·PI a Ia anterior direcciOn. 
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SERVlCIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Esta .carta debe entregarse a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
d~ Correos pru.'a ser Recomendada y obtener el recibo 

correapondiente. 
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SERV!CIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Eata .carla debe entregarse a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
de Corr~os pa:.·a ser Recomendada y obtener el recibo 

correapondi~nte. -
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REGISTRATIO N ENVELOPES 

SECOND PR I NTI NG - SIZE S IX 

A second printing was ordered from Panama; 16,000 small and 9,000 large envelopes were delivered. The Panama 
Canal Press at Mount Hope did the surcharging and made some changes. T he letter "R" in "Registered" was 
changed to a different font. The first printing had many broken letters; these were corrected. Space between 
"Canal" and "Zone" was widened from 8.0 mm to 9.3 mm. The printing on the back of the envelope was 
not changed. 

.i 
1 
.s 

FRONT 

' 
SERVICIOS DE RECOMENt DOS Y DE. 

"CARTA-PAQUE " 
Eata carla debe entregarae a un emp ado de Ia Oficina 

de Correoa para aer Rec.,me~ y btener el recancr 
c:orreapondiente. 

REGISTERED 

DIRECCION: No .. ___ _ 

--··---- ·-··--···········-···········--·- ·····-- -··--········---·-~ 

• 
BACK 

Espacio para 
fra~aqueo 

ordinario. 
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REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

SECOND PRINTING -SIZE SIX 

DESTINATION: CANAL ZONE 

T EN-CENT REGISTRY FEE PLUS TWO-CENT DOMESTIC LETTER RATE 

SERVICIOS DE RECOMEN ADOS. Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUE E" 

Eata carta debe entrecarae a lfD em eado do Ia Oficina 
de Correoa pai'Po aer ~n~ y obtener el reabo 
correapondiente. 

REGISTERED 

No .. ___ ...c:::.._:,_ 

DESTINATION! U.S. 

TEN- CENT REGISTRY FEE PLUS TWO-CENT SURFACE RATE 

SERVICIOS DE RECOMEN 
"CARTA-PAQU 

Eata carla debe entrerarae a un em 
de Correoa para aer Recome~ y obten~r el recibo 

correapondiente, 

REGISTERED 
J LB-No. _ _ ~U.:.u~ 
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SERV!CIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y !>E 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Esta .:arta debe entregarse a un empleaao de Ia Oficina 
d~!> Correos :pa;."~ .ser Recomendada y ohtener el recibo 

~orrespondiente. 
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REJECTED REGISTRAT ION ENVELOPES 

SIZE SIX 

A third order was placed for 25,000 small and 10,000 large envelopes in November 1919. The American Bank Note 
Company was requested to supply envelopes with the "Canal Zone" and " 1 0¢" surcharge. They were received in 
December 1920. By this time, the Canal Zone postal authorities had concluded that these so-called inviolable 
registered envelopes had not reduced loss or pilferage. The entire shipment was offered to Panama in April 1921. The 
issue was overprinted with solid black blocks to obliterate the "1 0 cts" and "Canal Zone." The denomination was 
changed to "centavos" for use in Panama. Printing on ~he back of the third printing was the same as the first printing. 

FRONT 

SERVICIOS DE RECO . DADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQ 

Eata carta debe entregarae a un pleado de Ia Oficina 
de Correoa para aer Recomend y obtener el recibo 

correapondiente. 

REGISTERED 

Dl RECCION: No. ___ --+ 

................ : ........................................................ ............................. _, 

----.---··-···········-,..···············"'·------------- .................................. . 

Espacio para 
frar.queo 
ordinario. 

-·················· .......................................... , .............. . 

....... u oo••••• •• • •• oou•• •u••·•••••••••••-••••••••••••••••• • •••••-••-

BACK 

SERVICIOS DE RECOM 
"CARTA-PAQU 



REJECTED REGISTRATION ENVELOPES 

PANAMA SIZE S I X 

DESTINATION : BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND 

DESTINATION: SWEDEN 

• 
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SERVICIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Eata carta d ebe entregarse a u n empleado d e Ia O ficina 
d e Correos para aer Recomendada y obtener el recibo 

correapondiente. 

DIRECCION: 

Espacio p~.ua 
franquc.o 
ordinario. 
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SERVICIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Eata carta d eb e entregarae a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
d.a Correoa para aer R~comendada y obtener el recibo 

correapondiente. 
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SERVICIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" • 

Esta carla d ebe entregarae a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
de Correoa para 11er R.,.comendada y obtener el recib~ 

correapondiente. 
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SERVICIOS DE P..ECOMENDADOS Y DE 
" CART A-~ AQUETE" 

Esta carta d eb e ent!'egarse a un empleado d e Ia O ficina 
d e Correo' Jl,ara ser R ecomendada y obtener e l r ecibo 

correapandiente. 

DIRECCION : 

-- - - -----

SERVICIOS DE RECOMENDADOS Y DE 
"CARTA-PAQUETE" 

Eata carta debe entregarse a un empleado de Ia Oficina 
de Correos para ser Recomendada y obtener el recibo 
correapondiente. 

D l RECCION: 
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